
Highlights... 
 

The children in Room 2 chose Great White Sharks as their next research project.  

The students used various resources such as books, the internet and magazines to 

answer all the questions they had about our research topic. Here are a few         

interesting facts that we learned: 

• Great white sharks eat fish when they are young pups and seals and sea lions 

when they are fully grown.   

• The female great white sharks are larger than the male great white sharks. 

• Great white sharks do not have blowholes. 

• They live in every ocean in the world. 

• Great white sharks do not sleep. They have resting times and active times.     

When they are resting part of their brain is not active. They are almost “sleep 

swimming.”  

As a reinforcement art activity, each child created a paper mosaic great white              

shark swimming in the ocean. Their art is currently being displayed in the class. 
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The Common Core Comes Alive in Room 6 

The students heard several fictional stories about snowmen during story time in our class-

room. They physically acted out the process of making a snowman and then created a “life-

size” Frosty out of paper and plastic accessories. The students then participated in a 

shared-interactive writing lesson during which they wrote a nonfiction how-to-book titled, 

How to Build a Snowman. (CCSS ELA-Literacy.W.1.7) Participate in shared research and 

writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” books on a given topic and use them to 

write a sequence of instructions). When writing the story, they practiced their phonics skills 

from the Fundations program, tapping out words like it, hat, top, big and ball. The last 

activity of the day worked on students’ fine motor skills as they pinched and rolled modeling 

clay into tiny snowmen. Picking up and adding small embellishments such as pipe cleaner 

bits, Popsicle stick pieces and beads added to the small muscle work. We finished with a 

peaceful snowman scene.  



In Library Class this month, 

students were library        

detectives, locating both 

books and information. They 

went on exciting Library 

Hunts to seek out books that 

are fiction, nonfiction, fairy 

tales, biographies and    

cookbooks. Then, they 

worked cooperatively to    

record their findings as a 

team.  They needed to locate 

and record their chosen book 

titles and supply specific   

answers to informational 

questions. Finally, each team 

got to share their discoveries 

with the rest of the class. 

This activity fits nicely with 

the IB PYP Inquiry Cycle 

components of “we explore, 

we investigate, we discover” 

and “we share our thinking”. 

Students were challenged to 

investigate and explore books 

as well as discover           

information. Lastly, they had 

the opportunity to share their 

discoveries with the rest of 

the class.  
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