
LFJ Book Swap 

Our Book Swap was the kick-off to          
NovemB.E.A.R (Be Excited About Reading). 
On Monday, November 4th,  students from 
each class were able to swap a  paperback 
book from home for a new book. Every child 
also received a bookmark and a book review 
form.  Persuasive writing is used on the book 
review form. The book review form asks the 
students  to explain why someone should 
read their book and illustrate their favorite 
part. The book reviews are proudly displayed 
near the front entrance of our building. The 
activities encourage reading and parental 
involvement.  
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On November 8th, the students from Mr. Samuel Washington’s Biology class discussed 
the importance of healthy living with the Kindergarten classes.The Kindergarten students 
moved from station to station, where a small group of  WHS students gathered at several 
tables and collaboratively shared their knowledge of the power of yoga and various    
exercises. The importance of proper nutrition was also   emphasized. Each exhibit was 
hands-on and the students were encouraged to show what they knew about each topic 
taught. Many of the Kindergarteners asked and answered questions as they explored 
each station. These concepts are a supplement to our Science program where the stu-
dents learn through exploration, inquiry and experiencing (hands –on), 

PLC Team Conference  

Teachers: Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Mangum, Mr. McCoy, Mrs. Mirra and Mr. Wootten had the 
opportunity to attend the Professional Learning Community (PLC) Institute in Salt Lake 
City, Utah this month. The entire Greenburgh Central School District is involved in        
developing PLC’s where there is a greater emphasis on having teachers work in                      
high–performing collaborative teams where there is a focus on student learning. The Lee 
F. Jackson staff is currently reading the book, Getting Started, Reculturing Schools to   
Become Professional Learning Communities  by Robert Eaker, Richard & Rebecca       
DuFour. The authors of this book were presenters at the PLC Institute. Presentation topics         
included :The Power of PLC at Work, How Leaders at All Levels Can Support the PLC at 
Work Process and What It Means to Be a Professional Community.  The presentations/
workshops were informative and inspiring. The experience was unforgettable.  



traveling across water or borders to come to 
America. With the help of their families, we 
trace their ancestry and  locate the origin of 
their families on our big world map. We    
continue to establish a connection between 
the historical information about            
Thanksgiving and their own personal lives. 
We not only compare the foods we eat but 
take a closer look at what life was like then 
compared to now. The children love to learn 
about the   Pilgrims’ journey to America and 
many want to try to wear their one set of     
clothing for 66 days just as the Pilgrims did! 
They react strongly to what the children were 
and were not allowed to do back then and 
find it hard to believe that everyone including 
children drank beer. By the end of the unit, 
the children gain a greater insight into the 
reasons for traditions.  

listen and describe the sounds that we 
hear. Based on the kinds of sounds and 
movement that different objects make, 
we make a hypothesis (an educated 
guess) about what we think is in the box. 
As an extension of our classroom      
activities, each family created their own 
Mystery Box for their child to bring to 
school to share with other  students . 

In Room 205 we are learning how      
scientists solve mysteries by questioning, 
working cooperatively and investigating 
familiar objects.  We are investigating 
Mystery Boxes and how our senses help 
us learn more about the world. The   
Mystery Boxes are small, sealed boxes 
with an object inside that is familiar to the 
child. We hold the boxes, shake them, 

Mrs. Iamonico and Mrs. Cohen’s First Grade Class’ 
Exploration of Family Traditions 

Ms. Besig-Zmuda and Mrs. Cronin’s Class of  Super Scientists Explore 
“Mysteries”  

The current IB Unit of Where We Are in 
Place and Time fits nicely with this time 
of year. The central idea of this particular 
unit is for the children to see that the 
traditions they have within their          
immediate families are connected to  
previous generations. They also get the           
opportunity to compare what their family 
does with others in the classroom. They 
begin to see not only the differences, but 
the similarities between traditions      
surrounding the various events that take 
place during this particular time of the 
year as well as other events that happen 
throughout the rest of the year. In Room 
4, we take this unit a bit further as we 
study the history of Thanksgiving. We 
help the children make the connection 
that at some moment in time, their own 
family members were like the Pilgrims 
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