
Lee F. Jackson Spelling Bee  

 

Next, they drafted the beginning, 
middle and end of their stories. 
They edited their work by    
checking for correct capitalization 
and punctuation. Last, they     
published a neat final copy.     
During the writing celebration, the 
students took turns sharing their   
writing with classmates, family 
and school staff members. The   
classroom was packed with 
guests who wanted to celebrate 
the students’ hard work!           
Afterwards, everyone shared their 
snacks and drinks provided by our 
families. It was a wonderful     
occasion to share our writing!!          
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Writing Celebration in Room 204 

 

On Friday morning, March 13th, the children in Room 205 
were buzzing with excitement! 

It was the morning of the Lee F. Jackson School Spelling 
Bee! Each child looked “bee-utiful” in his or her bee hat! 
They were ready and eager to demonstrate their        
knowledge. The children exemplified March’s International     
Baccalaureate learner profile trait, “risk-takers” as they 
confidently took turns spelling words out loud. 

We are very proud of our students! Great job!!! 

Mrs. Besig-Zmuda 

Kindergarten Teacher 

 

 

On March 25, 2015, Mrs.      
Stoneburner, Mrs. Metrinko 
and Mrs. Pavone’s  first 
grade class enjoyed  a   
writing celebration. The  
students spent the month  
of March working on writing 
narratives. They          
brainstormed  small        
moment ideas to help get 
them started. They chose 
an event that happened to 
them and told the story to a 
partner. The students used 
a graphic organizer to    
organize their stories.  

Patricia Simone, Principal  



Room 4 News... 

The first graders in Room 4 have been 
learning about the life cycles of all  
living things. We have read many 
books and are putting into practice 
what we have learned.  

In the fall, the students went outside to 
the front of Lee F. Jackson School and 
harvested the seeds from the marigold 
plants. At that time, they picked the 
dead marigold flowers by pinching 
them off of their stems at their bases. 
They examined the marigold seeds, 
which look quite different from most 
other seeds, and recorded their      
observations. The class then saved the 
remainder of the seeds to be planted in 
the spring. This month, the students 
used those seeds and planted them in 
cups in the classroom. They have 
been monitoring the progress of the 
seeds. The students are delighted that 
every cup has had at least one sprout, 
and many have several sprouts! They 
have observed and recorded the    
progress of the seeds. The seeds have 
now become seedlings and have their 
first 2 leaves called seed leaves. When 
the students take their marigold plants 
home in a few weeks, they will have  

the opportunity to transplant them into 
bigger containers or transplant them 
into outdoor gardens. In either case, as 
their plants grow and flower, the     
children will be able to use their   
knowledge of seed harvesting to     
harvest the marigold seeds, save them 
throughout the winter months and then 
plant them in the spring; thus          
completing the life cycle of the marigold 
plants! On April 30th, the entire first 
grade went on a field trip to The Mari-
time Aquarium in Norwalk, CT. It was a  
fantastic experience which tied into our 
study of living things and also our study 
of animal habitats. The students were 
able to observe many species of     
marine life, enjoy hands-on-
experiences touching sting rays,  
horseshoe crabs, sea stars, etc. and 
watch the IMAX movie, Great White 
Shark. The students had a wonderful 
time while learning an incredible 
amount! The first grade staff and    
students would like to acknowledge 
The Maritime Aquarium for giving us a 
grant which paid for half of the         
student’s admission! We would also 
like to acknowledge and thank the PTA  
for its generosity in funding the        
remainder of the cost.  

 



The students in Mrs.     
Mangum’s and Ms. Scott’s 
class came together to  
enjoy stories read to them 
by 3 Woodlands students 
who are part of the        
National Honor Society. 
The kindergarten classes     
rotated between 3 reading 
stations and had the      
opportunity to listen to   
stories such as Leo the 
Late Bloomer by Robert 
Kraus and I Can Do It by 
Pat Thomas. Afterwards, 
the Woodlands students 

lead a literary discussion 
about the shared read 
alouds. This discussion 
was filled with many stories 
about how the books     
reminded students of their 
own personal experiences. 
The National Honor       
Society students took this 
opportunity to share how 
essential it is to practice 
good learning habits early. 
The key requirements of a 
student who is part of the 
National Honor Society is 
focus, doing your best in 

school, and never giving 
up. Regardless of whether 
you are in kindergarten or 
high school, these are 
qualities that we can all 
aspire to achieve . We 
know that if they choose to 
do so, the children of Lee 
F. Jackson are well on their 
way to, one day, becoming 
part of the National Honor 
Society!    
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Spring has Sprung! The birds are chirping, 
the sun is shining and the flowers are     
beginning to bloom. The speech and       
language students of LFJ are going on    
nature walks to look for signs of spring. This 
is another activity that’s rich with language 
opportunities! Now that the weather is warm 
this is a great activity to do with your children 
at home as well. Spending quality time    
together and discussing what you’re doing in 
the process is always a fun time to be had 
by all.  

Happy Spring!  

Spring has Sprung!                             National Autism Awareness Month  

 

On the morning of April 24th, the Lee F. Jackson family participated in National 
Autism Awareness Month by coming together in the cafetorium for a brief      
assembly and then walking around the perimeter of our grounds. This was our 
first annual Autism Awareness walk and the plan is to make this an annual 
event. Students and staff were encouraged to wear blue to “Light It Up Blue for 
Autism” and it looked like a sea of blue when everyone came together! The Lee 
F. Jackson Teaching Assistants also participated in two half days of training      
centered on increased understanding and sensitivity to different learning styles 
and disorders. At Lee F. Jackson, we celebrate diversity and differences! 


