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Mrs. Mirra and Mrs. Lambertson’s class learned about the election process on Election Day,    

November 4th in a very unique and appropriate way for kindergartners. Our class pet, or should 

we say pets, are three hermit crabs that inhabit a tank in our Science Center. The children asked 

the most obvious question the week before when the hermit crabs were brought in, “What are 

their names?” “They don’t have names yet, I thought you could name them.” I replied. I then    

explained that we would hold an election to decide on three names on Election Day.”What’s  

Election Day?” was their immediate response. The children were so excited to share their ideas 

for names. “Everyone will have an opportunity to think of a name and I will write the names on 

our Smartboard. You will vote on your favorite name and the three names that have the greatest 

numbers will win.” They were sooo excited to start they could hardly contain themselves. As I 

read the names one-by-one, the children, hesitantly at first, looked around to see who would 

stand first. “This is your election, we need your votes to make the choices.” After that, they stood 

quickly, laughing and commenting on the names that were being read. Finally, after a second 

vote due to a tie, the hermit crabs had names: Shiny, Leo and Sandy. With that simple and fun 

activity of naming hermit crabs, the children learned how individually, their voices have an impact 

on a very important process, the right to VOTE!   

Patricia Simone, 

Room 104 Happenings... 
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The scientists of Room 1 have been 

learning about observing and      

recording properties of different     

objects. This month, in preparation 

of our Thanksgiving feast, we     

observed cranberries. We listened 

to variations on Stone Soup and 

compared and contrasted the     

different versions. We made three 

different recipes using different 

fruits. All of our recipes started with 

a seed, just like the soups in the 

stories started with a stone, a cactus 

thorn or a bone. Next we used our 

five senses, including taste, to    

observe a cranberry. For most of us, 

this was not a happy time! We    

discovered the meaning of the 

words bitter and sour. Then we   

recorded our observations. In spite 

of our reactions to the unprepared 

cranberries, we were risk-takers and 

used them to make the three relish 

recipes. Each child helped prepare 

his/her group’s recipe. For our 

Thanksgiving feast, after sharing all 

the people and things for which we 

are thankful, we shared our relishes. 

Scrumptious! 

When Life Gives You Cranberries...Make Cranberry Relish! By Susan Sheppard 
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Music—by Ms. Lutz, Music Teacher    

Music is essential to the educational development of the students at Lee F. Jackson an IB World School. 

This month in Ms. Lutz’s class we are singing, Mi Pequena Luz, Sambalele, and Ten Fish in the Sea just to 

name a few. Mi Pequena Luz encourages development of bilingual language skills. Cultural awareness is 

brought to life when students sing and play rhythm sticks to the Brazilian song Sambalele. Did you also 

know that students are learning math in music? Singing and dancing to Ten Fish in the Sea simultaneously 

strengthens language development, memory and counting skills. And music is not only good for the kids, it’s 

good for the whole family. Come join us for the next sharing assembly!  
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LFJ Highlights November 2014 continued…... 

On November 6th, Woodlands High School     

Science teacher, Mr. Sam Washington and his 

students visited the Lee F. Jackson Elementary 

School to teach the young Kindergartners about 

the human body during PhUn Week,            

(Physiology Understanding week). Twenty high 

school students visited LFJ to teach 150       

kindergartners about anatomy and nutrition.  

The high school students prepared eight       

stations and the youngsters circulated from   

station to station.   

During the November LFJ PTA meeting, Mr. 

Michael McCoy, PE teacher presented Health 

& Wellness information to the parents to     

practice at home. He emphasized that research 

shows that when children are fit and receive the 

proper amount of exercise, they perform better 

in school and are able to learn at a higher level. 

After the fabulous presentation, the parents and 

children participated in a Zumba dance class 

led by Ms. Katie Scott, Special Education 

teacher. It was a fun night.   

Thank You LFJ PTA! 

A heartfelt thank you goes out to the Lee F. 

Jackson PTA for sponsoring The Paper Bag 

Players theater group who performed at the 

Lee F. Jackson School on November 21st. 

The Paper Bag Players are a non-profit    the-

ater company of adults who create and per-

form original, contemporary, musical    theater 

for children. Their name was created because 

most of their earlier productions were per-

formed out of a paper bag since they had no 

place to call home...which hasn’t really 

changed in all these years. Their shows, 

based on a child’s everyday experiences, 

combine short plays, rousing songs, free-

wheeling dances, audience participation, 

mime, and painting and drawing on stage. 

Common household objects, cardboard boxes 

and brown craft paper brightened with 

splashes of poster paint and crayon 

transform into their sets, props and    

costumes. The children and staff really 

enjoyed the performance.  


