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On October 28th, Lori 

D’Andrea and Christine 

Metrinko, Reading      

Specialists at Lee F.   

Jackson, presented a 

hands-on Fundations  

Parent  University. This is 

LFJ’s second year       

implementing the        

Fundations program 

which targets phonics, 

spelling and handwriting. 

We were excited to     

present our successes 

with the program and 

teach parents what they 

can do to support their 
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English as a Second Language by Dori Brown ESL   

This month, the First Grade 

E.S.L. (English as a Second 

Language) students started 

the Fundations program. 

Fundations is a Common 

Core aligned word study, 

multi-sensory language 

program. Many of the First 

graders were introduced to 

this research based       

program last year in      

Kindergarten. In this      

supplementary activity, 

students looked through 

magazines to find pictures 

whose names include the 

corresponding vowel sound. 

After cutting and gluing the 

picture, each student 

“tapped” and “blended” the 

word then wrote the sounds 

that they hear. This activity 

reinforces the short vowel 

sounds and consonants. It 

also helps build vocabulary, 

which is very important in 

the development of English 

language learners.  
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 children. The parent handouts are available on our 

website under the Fundations tab.  
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and to crawl under the 

smoke when there is  fire. 

Everyone in Room 105 

First Grade agreed that it 

was really fun to go out of 

the building by climbing 

down the ladder on the 

outside. What a great way 

to learn! Thanks firefighters! 

On October 21st, the firefighters from The 

Fairview Fire Department brought the 

Smokehouse to Lee F. Jackson School. 

All of the First Graders went inside the 

Smokehouse where the firefighters taught 

them not to bring anything with them when 

they leave a fire, how to touch a door to 

see if it is hot, and about other important 

fire safety information. The children 

learned that smoke can make you sick 

The Common Core Standards in the    

English Language Arts encourage the 

exploration of different kinds of texts.   

Pairing informational texts with works of 

fiction allows students to develop       

background knowledge to greatly enhance 

understanding literature.  

October tends to be a bit of a spooky and 

Batty month.  Our class learned about 

bats through readings, discussions, and 

experiences. Students learned that bats 

sleep during the day and are up at night. 

Some bats eat insects, others eat fruit. 

Some even eat fish or frogs. Bats find 

insects and navigate the dark through 

echolocation. They emit a sound which 

reverberates, letting them know exactly 

where to swoop down and catch their  

dinner. We took a trip to the courtyard to 

hear our echoes and read a related work 

of fiction involving echoes: 

Happy Birthday Moon, by Frank Asch. 

Students enjoy singing a poem about their 

batty friends: 

“The Bat” 

The bat is batty as can be 

It sleeps all day in cave or tree 

And when the sun sets in the sky 

It rises from its rest to fly 

All night this mobile mammal mugs 

A myriad of flying bugs  

And after its night out on the town 

The batty bat sleeps upside down.  

 

 

Page 2 

First Graders Visit the Smokehouse by First Grade Teacher Kristine Townsend 

Common Core Standards English Language Arts by Kindergarten 

Teacher Jeff Siegel  

 

While reciting “The Bat”, students form 

images of sleeping, flying, eating bugs, 

trees and caves with their bodies. Each 

time, after reciting the poem, students 

become bat-like and turn upside 

down….full of big batty smiles.  

Informational texts, works of fiction,    

poetry and drama all in special learning 


