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A Word from the Board of Education
Dear District Residents,
We hope you had a healthy and happy holiday season.

As many of you are aware, the Board of Education undertook one of the most important tasks for the
future of our District, a search for a new Superintendent of Schools. We recognized that this was
a critical decision that affects each member of the community, and we stayed committed to following
the ambitious schedule we set for ourselves.

The search for the vacancy commenced in April after the announcement of the resignation of the previ-
ous superintendent, Dr. Josephine Moffett, effective July 2007. Since August, Dr. Sidney Freund served
as Interim Superintendent. The Board engaged the services of Hawthorne-based Focus Consulting
Associates to conduct the search. Prior to the recruitment period, the Board solicited community input
about the search. The company heard from more than 145 community and staff members about the
characteristics they would like the Board to seek in its superintendent. The Board adopted a “profile” of
the new superintendent at its meeting on June 5 and gave it to Focus to be used to help screen
applicants. Search updates were published regularly on the District website.

Thirty-three candidates applied for the position. Focus Consulting Associates narrowed that group down
to five semi-finalists for the Board to consider. After interviews with the five, the Board selected two
finalists for a second round of extensive interviews. The Board also conducted reference checks beyond
those already completed by Focus.

On behalf of the Board, I am very pleased to announce that the Board appointed Mr. Ronald Smalls on
Dec. 4 to serve as the District’s new Superintendent of Schools effective Jan. 2, 2008. Mr. Smalls will
be paid $225,000 annually, a figure somewhat below the median for experienced superintendents in
the region. The benefit package is an additional $50,000, which includes mandated benefits such as
social security and teachers retirement system contributions.

We are very pleased that someone with the experience of Ron Smalls was excited about the opportuni-
ty to provide educational leadership for our community. Having worked at Southern Westchester
BOCES (see story, this page), he knows our District and is very optimistic about our capacity to do
great things for the students. He also has wonderful relationships in Albany with the legislature and the
State Education Department. This can only help our District’s efforts to provide quality programs and
opportunities for our children.

A community meeting was held on Monday evening, Dec.17, at Woodlands Middle/High School to
meet the new superintendent. Mr. Smalls was warmly greeted by many parents, community leaders
and residents.

We are looking forward to having our new superintendent work with the Board, staff, students and
community members to lead this District from good to great.

Sincerely,
Lloyd Newland, Board President

New Superintendent
Named
Ronald Smalls has been named
Greenburgh’s new Superintendent
of Schools, succeeding Interim
Superintendent Dr. Sidney A. Freund.
Mr. Smalls, an educator for more than 30
years, left his position as District Superinten-
dent of Southern Westchester BOCES to take
on the post with Greenburgh. Mr. Smalls, who
was officially appointed Dec. 4, said he is
“honored and excited to be working in
Greenburgh Central 7 schools.”

The Rockland County resident has hit the
ground running with plans to spend his first
months working on creating partnerships with
constituency groups and collaborating on
ways that will maximize experiences and
expertise. Among his first steps: to identify the
strengths of the District so they can be cele-
brated, sustained and supported; to define
and prioritize the areas that need improve-
ment; and then to develop plans of action to
achieve results.

“Achievement matters,” said Mr. Smalls. “The
achievements we reach together will make
a difference in the children today and in their
lives and the life of the community in the
future.
“Leadership, planning and striving to achieve
clearly defined goals is the pathway to suc-
cess. I invite the constituents of the District to
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Greenburgh Central 7 School
District is asking residents to vote
on Proposition 1 to authorize
EXCEL Capital Project.
The EXCEL capital improvement project provides an
opportunity to upgrade instructional areas and
technology throughout the middle and high school
at no cost to local taxpayers.

Commitmentto Excellence
Commitmentto Excellence

Q. What is EXCEL Aid?
A. EXCEL stands for Expanding

our Children’s Education and
Learning. This program is
fully funded by New York
State for new capital proj-
ects to improve public school
facilities. Every school district
received an allocation from
the state based on student
enrollment. It is one-time
funding that supplements
N.Y.S. Building Aid.

Q. Will this mean additional cost to
the Greenburgh 7 taxpayers?

A. No.The project costs are100% covered
by the state.
Project Cost $590,700
EXCEL Aid $537,000
Building Aid $ 53,700
District Share - 0 –

Q. What work is included in this
project?

A. The overall need to upgrade instruction-
al areas and technology throughout the
middle and high school is quite substan-
tial. This project would only address a
portion of the overall need, and a high
priority is to replace outdated science
casework in Woodlands Middle/High
School. EXCEL funding will allow the
District to:
� Upgrade the Woodlands Middle/

High School fire alarm system.
� Remove existing chalkboards, sci-

ence demonstration tables and
vinyl asbestos floor tile (10’ x 30’)
in each room.

� Install new 8’ demonstration table
with attached teacher’s desk.

� Install new multi-surface whiteboard,
SMARTBoard and tack board at
front of room with ceiling-mounted
projector.

� Install new linoleum sheet flooring at
front of room.

� Paint and patch all affected areas.
� Complete all ancillary plumbing,

power wiring and data wiring.
This would completely update the instruc-
tional portion of each of the rooms. There
would still be additional work to refurbish
the remainder of the room, but the scope of
this project would impact each of the nine
science rooms and improve the instructional
environment for every middle and high
school student enrolled in science.

Q. Why do I need to vote if it isn’t
impacting my school taxes?

A. New York State requires voter approval
on any public referendum to receive
EXCEL funding and Building Aid on
the project.

Q. If the voters approve the project,
when will the work begin
and end?

A. If the referendum is approved on Jan.
15, the work will begin as soon as the
school year ends and be completed in
time for the 2008-09 school year.

Q. Who will supervise the
renovations?

A. The District must bid the work. Kaeyer,
Garment & Davidson Architects (KG&D)
is a well-respected architectural firm that
prepared our Five Year Capital Plan
and will prepare the project submissions
to the State Education Department as
well as prepare the bid specifications.
The District administration will make
sure the project is completed on time,
within budget and that the project
work is completed according to the
specifications.

Q. When is the vote?
A. The vote will be held on Jan.15, 2008,

between the hours of 7 a.m. and 9
p.m., in the Gymnasium of Woodlands
Middle/High School located at 475 W.
Hartsdale Ave., Hartsdale, N.Y., at
which time the polls will be opened to
vote by voting machine.
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New Superintendent Named...

Continued from page 1

join me in both the goal setting and
planning process. Together with the
faculty and staff, we can create a
District of distinction.”
Before his tenure at BOCES, a post
he held since 2002, Mr. Smalls
was the Superintendent at the
Hawthorne-Cedar Knolls School
District from 1996-2002. His prior
positions included work as Regional
Supervisor for Special Education at
Nassau BOCES, Principal of the
Community School in Wantagh,
N.Y., and Assistant Principal of the
Baldwin Harbor Park School in
Baldwin, N.Y.
Smalls earned his bachelor’s degree
in health and science from Long
Island University, a master’s degree
in guidance and counseling from
LIU, and a master’s degree in edu-
cational leadership from Pace
University. He is currently completing
final requirements for his doctorate
from Columbia University.

VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!
January15, 2008 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Woodlands Middle/High School

EXCEL CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

Project Cost $590,700
EXCEL Aid $537,000
Building Aid $ 53,700
District Share – 0 –

VOTE
Jan.15, 2008, 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.

Gymnasium
Woodlands Middle/High School
475 W. Hartsdale Ave.
Hartsdale, N.Y.

VOTER DETAILS
Voter registration is required. A person is qualified to register to vote is he/she is: a citizen of
the United States; at least 18 years of age; and a resident of Greenburgh Central School
District No. 7 for at least 30 days before the vote.

If a voter has previously registered and has voted at an annual or special District meeting within
the last four (4) calendar years, he/she is also eligible to vote on this referendum. Any person
who is registered with the Westchester County Board of Elections and resides in the Greenburgh
Central 7 School District need not register separately with the School District.

Voter registration will be held at the Richard J. Bailey School located at 33 W. Hillside Ave.,
White Plains, N.Y. on Jan. 10, 2008, between the hours of 4 p.m. and 8 p.m.

The EXCEL proposition will appear
on the ballot as follows:

PROPOSITION I
YES NO

Should the Board of Education of Greenburgh Central School District No. 7
(the “District”) be authorized to renovate the Woodlands Middle/High School
fire alarm system and science lab instructional areas by replacing chalkboards,
demonstration tables and floor tiles together with other related work; and to
expend therefor, including preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto an
amount not to exceed the maximum cost of $590,700 to be financed with New
York State Department of Education EXCEL Aid and New York State Department
of Education Building Aid?

Fields Update
The field remediation work at the
Woodlands High School soccer field
and the parking area adjacent to the
football field is complete for the winter.
The contractor spread the imported
clean fill material in accordance with
the plans approved by the NYS
Department of Environmental
Conservation. Silt fencing and hay
bales were installed around the
perimeter of the sites. In addition, the
Board at its Dec. 4 meeting authorized
the installation of drainage pipes with
field drains at the soccer field location.
Although the project was slowed down
due to rain, muddy conditions and
short holiday work weeks, the project
progressed according to schedule and
without incident or problems.
The project will start up again in April
so that the areas can be seeded. It is
anticipated that this work will be
completed in May.



Spotlight Commitment to Excellence A newsletter for residents of the Greenburgh Central 7 School District

4

Woodlands High School
At Woodlands High School, the
first quarter has come to a close,
and I happy to inform you that we
are up again in the number of stu-
dents who earned a 90 percent or
better G.P.A. for the quarter: 70
students compared to 53 last year.
A full 173 students earned an 85

percent or better for the first quarter (33 percent of
the student body).
Our students have been visible in several academic
forums, and they have been active in community
service, too. A number of our students participated
at Purchase College in the Annual Business
Olympics sponsored by the African-American Men
of Westchester and did very well. Others had a
great experience at the Moot Court competition
at the White Plains courthouse. (See Did You Know,
p. 5). In November, approximately 27 students
attended the Westchester PepsiCo Leadership con-
ference at PepsiCo International Headquarters in
Purchase. The students were well received and
enjoyed the experience.
Also, the Key Club raised money for UNICEF and
assisted with Halloween Window painting set up for
the Hartsdale event.
The month of November began with college
acceptances. The Graduating Class of 2008’s first
college acceptance went to Rachel Giovanna
Davis. She has been accepted to Pfeiffer University,
in Misenheimer, N.C.; it is noted for its physical
therapy program, in which Rachel intends to study.
There will be more great news to come as the year
moves toward graduation.

Dr. Robert Chakar

Woodlands Middle School
Since the school year began, we
have engaged in many noteworthy
activities and events.
Now in the second marking
period, we are happy to report
that the faculty and staff continue
working diligently on behalf of the
students at Woodlands Middle

School. The first marking period was active as our
school celebrated the accomplishments of 101
students at the Four Star Honor Breakfast in late
October. Current eighth-grade students and
incoming seventh graders were recognized by
administrators and teachers for maintaining academ-
ic averages of 85 percent or better for four
consecutive marking periods. The event was spon-
sored by the PTSA, and the Superintendent of
Schools, Board of Education members and parents
were in attendance.
On Nov. 13, 2007, the entire middle school visited
the New York Hall of Science in Queens, N.Y., and

thoroughly enjoyed the field trip. In June, the eighth
grade will travel to Williamsburg, Va., where they will
have an opportunity to live the history they have
been studying in their social studies classes.
As part of our school improvement plan, a special
assembly program was held in December for our stu-
dents on Violence Awareness; the staff participated in
a two-hour RTI (Response to Intervention) workshop
presented by a professional development specialist.
These activities will enhance and contribute to the
academic, social and emotional developments of our
students.
The Throw Back Dance, which approximately 85 stu-
dents attended, was an enjoyable evening for students
and teachers. Students dressed in retro-style clothing
from the ’60s and ’70s and played music that was
reminiscent of that era as well.

Michael Chambless

Richard J. Bailey School
Academic excellence is our agenda at R.J. Bailey. The

school day is filled with both strong
core teaching and enrichment that
together enable students to perform
their best. Providing additional sup-
port when needed is one of the most
significant steps in attaining school-
wide excellence. Through the leader-
ship of after-school coordinator and

sixth-grade teacher Anthony Tantillo, R.J. Bailey’s
Academic Intervention Program (A.I.S.) provides reme-
diation in ELA, math, social studies and science to
more than 200 students. Students are recommended
to the program based upon performance on the
N.Y.S. assessments or by teacher recommendation.
Students participate one day each week or daily.
R.J.B. also hosts an after school “homework help”
program.
Complementing our strong work ethic is the emphasis
on community service that provides students with
opportunities that enhance their social and emotional

development. This month our new school safety
patrol assumed assignments throughout the school.
Our Thanksgiving Assembly recognized more than
100 students for demonstrating acts of strong char-
acter. Our sixth grade led a food drive that brought
hundreds of non-perishable food products to the
needy in our community. Our students participated
in the program at the Beth Abraham Senior Center,
and two fifth-grade students organized a fair for
charity that was held just before our Winter Concert
on Dec. 20.
For a more extensive visit into our academic and
enrichment programs, please see the R.J. Bailey
website at www.greenburgh.k12.ny.us.

Marguerite Clarkson

Highview School
The first trimester is nearing its con-
clusion, and Highview School has
been filled with so many highlights
I don’t know where to begin.
Our AIS After-School Program
began the last week of November.
The program will run four days a

week, Monday-Thursday, through March. It is set up
to assist upwards of 75 students in math and English
language arts. The teachers have been creating
wonderful lessons on a daily basis to meet the
needs of all of our students, especially those who
receive AIS and ESL services.
During the first two staff development days in
October and November, our teachers, teaching
assistants and aides attended a variety of workshops
that have better prepared them for the classroom.
These included SMARTBoard training, ABA training,
ESL meetings and Ellis training (ESL Software),
Beyond Good Touches/Bad Touches, first-aid train-
ing, youth violence awareness, curriculum review in
math, ELA and IB. We are proud to be able to uti-
lize our professional staff to share the knowledge
that they received from their respective training with
the remainder of the staff. This takes place during
grade level meetings, faculty meetings and release-
time articulation – all for the benefit of our students.
As we continue to grow professionally as a staff, we
look forward to the additional staff development
days on the calendar later in the year.
Our fall Parent/Teacher Conferences were also
fruitful. When parents get involved in their children’s
education, great things begin to happen.
Finally, I hope our entire Highview community
had a wonderful holiday season filled with family,
friends and all the special things that we can be
thankful for.

Gary Mastrangelo

From the
Desks of the
Principals

Continued on page 5
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Lee F. Jackson School
With the implementation of the PAF
(Preventing Academic Failure)
handwriting program going well,
we are focusing on increasing
parental involvement to support our
curriculum initiatives. While our
teachers are excited to be using
the multi-sensory approach to help

students learn how to form letters (as well as other
initiatives designed to increase academic achieve-
ment), the teaching staff consistently involve parents
to support their children’s early literacy development.
The Parent University is one way that enhances
meaningful parental involvement by helping parents
understand the curriculum and support their chil-
dren’s learning. Workshops like Read Aloud
Strategies, Writer’s Workshop, Making Words and
Math Strategies take place on a monthly basis
throughout the year and offer parents a knowledge-
base frame of reference filled with strategies and
techniques to help their children with English lan-
guage arts and math. They also provide consistency
so parents and teachers are working together – liter-
ally, on the same page. In the past, parents often
said, “I don’t know where to begin.” The Parent
University workshops are a starting point that pro-
vide that framework.
A monthly meeting with the PTA officers also lets us
discuss and build on a meaningful partnership. The
Reading Is Fundamental (RIF) program is sponsored
by the PTA and encourages parent volunteerism as it
provides for the distribution of a free book to all stu-
dents. RIF takes place three times a year, and the
books are thematically based and focused. The PTA
sponsored Book Fair supports RIF.
Teachers share in this effort through monthly curricu-
lum work sessions that provide articulation by grade
level in ELA and math. As teachers learn from each
other and share strategies, everyone benefits. In
assuming any curriculum initiative, our approach is

always to assess and ask, “How can we make this
program ours?”

Dawn Male

Early Childhood Program
The main focus for us this year has
been, and will continue to be,
emergent literacy and early
reading. Developing early literacy
skills is not only a New York
State mandate, it is a responsibility
that we have to our children.
Research shows us that children

exposed to pre-school literacy education tend to be
ready to read by the end of kindergarten, develop
larger vocabularies and read well. They also read
more and develop more reading comprehension
strategies.
At this pre-school age, children are just beginning to
learn the function of the printed word. They learn
that you read print from left to right, and that words
have meaning and are a way to communicate infor-
mation. They learn listening skills. These are power-
ful and important lessons.
At ECP, we work with each child at his or her
developmental level, and we teach literacy skills
using a number of modalities including interactive
play, responsive conversations (with peers and
adults), learning games and print-rich environments.
Self-publishing is one way that children make the
connection. As children create their own work based
on their reading or experience, they understand the
function of print. Their books are bound and kept in
the classroom library. The classrooms are print-rich
environments with prediction charts, menus, recipes
and experience charts. Children see that print has
many different functions.
We encourage parents and families to share their
love of books with children both at home and in
school through reading to them on a regular basis
and in the language of their choice. A family that
reads together learns together!

Andrea Coddett

Continued from page 4

Highview Assembly Celebrates Thanksgiving
A First Peoples’ Thanksgiving
Celebration was the focus of
Highview’s November assembly
that was directed by music
teacher Peter Roberts. The
assembly included the following
classes: Ms. Benjamin; Mrs. Roth-
Marino; Mrs. Acham-Taylor (all
grade 2), Mrs. Morsi-Hogans;
Mrs. Rraci; Mrs. Sanz; Mrs.
Roloff; Mrs. Davenport (all grade
3). During the assembly, Mrs. Sanz’s third graders (pictured here) performed an original interpre-
tive dance to Native American music for Gratitude to Water.

DID YOU KNOW?
� Woodlands High School students Kamaal

Jones, Nathaniel Graves, James Booth,
David Figueroa and Tara Pavone had a
great experience at the Moot Court com-
petition held at the White Plains court-
house in November. Although the students
arrived as simple observers, they quickly
took on an important role as bailiffs,
which required them to maintain order
and timeliness during the competition in
the individual courtrooms to which they
were assigned. It provided the added
benefit of giving the participants a first-
hand look at the competition. Ellen Gruffi,
social studies teacher who accompanied
the students, was impressed with the level
of preparation and competence demon-
strated by all involved. We commend
these students for the way they conducted
themselves and represented Woodlands
High School in the community.

� On Friday, Oct. 26, 10 Woodlands High
School students participated in the Annual
Business Olympics at Purchase College
sponsored by the African-American Men
of Westchester. Participants included Rey
Bello, Chris Calhoun, Nicholas Creegan,
Michelle Essex, Victor Griffith, Angela
Huaman, Larry Kerson, David La’Shannon,
Lexia Robinson and Gyasi Shorts. The stu-
dents were prepared by business teacher
Sharon McGee and came in third place.
Other schools in attendance included
White Plains, New Rochelle, Port Chester
and Yonkers.

� Fourth-grader Olivia Fleck assisted with the
R.J. Bailey School civic responsibility proj-
ect that sends letters to members of the
armed forces. Her father is in Kuwait for
his fourth term of service. Any students
with a member of their immediate family
in the military are asked to provide their
contact info and the service member will
be added to the correspondent list.

� Woodlands High School Key Club stu-
dents collected small change for UNICEF
on Halloween. The monies go to Key
Club International to help wipe out AIDS
in children in Africa. The total collected
was approximately $140.
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My Experience at Woodlands: You’re a Senior
By Barron Bass
So, you’re a senior now. The first day of school arrives, and you walk into
the building, refreshed and ready for a brand new start. You’re glad to see
all of your friends and teachers, and you ask them how their summer was
spent and if they had fun. Your summer was one of the greatest, but now
it’s time to focus on the books.

Now this can’t be that
special because
you’ve done this about
12 or 13 times
before… but then you
realize that this day is
the very last first day
of (grade) school you
will ever experience.
The fact that you will
be in college at this
time next year, leaving
your parents and living
on your own finally
hits you. No more
familiar faces and no mom to cook you that
delicious homemade food every night. Pretty
soon (meaning hopefully after college), you’ll
be working a job, getting married, having
kids and all that. Kind of scary, huh? Tell me
about it.
Well, if none of this eats at you at some point
of your senior year, congratulations! These are
the thoughts that consistently ran through my
head as I got off the bus on that first day of
senior year. It seemed like just yesterday that I
was adapting to becoming a freshman, join-
ing clubs and trying to find my niche. Of
course, the transition from middle school to
high school wasn’t bad at all because I’ve
been in the Greenburgh Central 7 School
District for basically all my life; I’ve grown up

with most of the people in my class. In talking
to some of my friends, I discovered that we all
had some kind of apprehension about becom-
ing seniors and going on to higher learning.
It’s nice when you know that you are not the
only one afraid of going through a certain rite
of passage, but I guess that’s what makes us
human.
So much for a moment of recall. I can try to
sum up what my experience at Woodlands
was like, but I can honestly say that I’d be
leaving so much out. My freshman year
opened my eyes to the endless possibilities of
clubs and causes that students could experi-
ence. At that time, I was only a member of

the chorus and played drums for a dance
troupe at the local community center. By soph-
omore year, I was a member of the band,
Key Club, Greco-Asian Club, Math Team
and several church choirs. I also joined the
spring musical (which was “Seussical”) and
ended up getting the lead. As time went
on, I loved getting busier and immersed

myself into all the opportunities that
were presented to me.
Junior year was definitely a rude
awakening. Because I had always
done well in school, I started taking
my good academic standing for
granted, assuming good grades
would just come easily. Well, was I
wrong. Along with all the extracurric-
ular activities that I had become a
part of, I now had challenging class-
es like AP Environmental, AP U.S.
History and physics. I had to devel-
op better study habits in order to
keep my grades up. I also had to
choose my priorities, which meant

less leisure time, less girlfriend time and less
music time. It’s extremely hard to make sacri-
fices like those, especially when your social
life is, without a doubt, the most important
element of life at this age. My teachers and
mentors began to see a change in the quality
of my work because I was trying to do
everything.
I started to seem less responsible and fickle
when I couldn’t show up to a vital meeting or
a particular show. I’m grateful for all of the
people who led me through that turbulent time
because they understood what I was going
through and helped me through it. I now real-
ize that we have to make sacrifices and look
toward our future goals, instead of living just
for today.
As a senior, I find it vital to take the time to
correct the mistakes of the past as a part of
my development. Certain skills like time man-
agement and decision-making have become
important in my everyday life, between jug-
gling a job, homework, college applications
and leisure time. Learning how to do all of
these tasks without breaking your soul can be
strenuous, but it prepares you for college life
(when there will be no one to make sure
you’re doing the right thing). So, if I had to
give advice to all underclassmen, I would say
this: Develop good academic skills and learn
to budget your time early. It’ll pay off!

Barron with the August Wilson Drama class

History Repeats Itself for Student of the Month
Marcus Mosley, seventh grader, was
named Rotary Student of the Month in
November. While this is always an
honor, it held extra significance
for the Mosley family, especially for
his mother, Pauline Mosley. A graduate
of Woodlands High School, she
too was named Student of the Month
20 years ago.
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Home Games
Support our student athletes by attending a home game. Visit
http://www.section1athletics.org/ for the most current schedule.
Jan. 2 4:30 p.m. Boys Basketball Varsity Pelham
Jan. 2 6:15 p.m. Boys Basketball JV Pelham
Ja.n 3 4:30 p.m. Girls Basketball Modified Port Chester
Jan. 3 4:30 p.m. Wrestling Varsity Westlake
Jan. 9 4:30 p.m. Girls Basketball Modified Alexander Hamilton
Jan. 10 4:30 p.m. Boys Basketball Modified Rye Neck
Jan. 10 4:30 p.m. Boys Basketball Varsity Eastchester
Jan. 10 6:15 p.m. Boys Basketball JV Eastchester
Jan. 14 4:30 p.m. Girls Basketball Varsity Edgemont
Jan. 16 4:30 p.m. Girls Basketball Modified Solomon Schechter
Jan. 16 4:30 p.m. Boys Basketball Varsity Yonkers
Jan. 16 6:15 p.m. Boys Basketball JV Yonkers
Jan. 17 4:30 p.m. Girls Basketball Varsity Ardsley
Jan. 18 5 p.m. Boys Basketball Varsity Leake & Watts Svs.
Jan. 18 7 p.m. Boys Basketball Varsity Leake & Watts Svs.
Jan. 19 11 a.m. Boys Basketball Varsity Consolation
Jan. 19 1 p.m. Boys Basketball Varsity Championship
Jan. 22 4:30 p.m. Boys Basketball Modified Childrens Village
Jan. 24 4:30 p.m. Girls Basketball Modified Rye Neck
Jan. 25 4:30 p.m. Girls Basketball Varsity Pelham
Jan. 28 6:15 p.m. Boys Basketball JV Ardsley
Jan. 28 4:30 p.m. Boys Basketball Modified Tuckahoe
Jan. 28 4:30 p.m. Boys Basketball Varsity Ardsley
Jan. 29 4:30 p.m. Wrestling Varsity Pleasantville
Jan. 30 4:30 p.m. Boys Basketball Modified Port Chester
Feb. 1 4:30 p.m. Girls Basketball Varsity Eastchester
Feb. 4 4:30 p.m. Girls Basketball Varsity Nanuet
Feb. 5 6:15 p.m. Boys Basketball JV Edgemont
Feb. 5 4:30 p.m. Boys Basketball Varsity Edgemont
Feb. 6 4:30 p.m. Wrestling Varsity Putnam Valley
Feb. 7 4:30 p.m. Boys Basketball Modified Alexander Hamilton
Feb. 8 4:30 p.m. Boys Basketball JV Rye
Feb. 8 6:15 p.m. Boys Basketball Varsity Rye
Feb. 11 4:30 p.m. Boys Basketball Modified Solomon Schechter
Feb. 13 4:30 p.m. Girls Basketball Modified Hastings
Feb. 27 4:30 p.m. Girls Basketball Modified Tuckahoe

Hats Off to Board Members
The Board of Education was honored at the Nov. 13 BOE meeting as part
of School Board Recognition Week. State Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins,
Assemblyman Richard L. Brodsky and Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul
Feiner were on hand to present citations to Board members (l. to r.) JD Cruz,
Lloyd Newland, David Warner, Monique Haygood Massey, Terry Williams,
Charles Bronz, Cora L. Carey and Susan Penchansky. (Stephanie Bellino not
pictured.) Dr. Sidney Freund presented the Board with “Proud to be a School
Board Member” hats. They were recognized for their work and dedication
to the District.

Alumni Stories:

Focus on Jim LeBrecht
Alumni Jim LeBrecht was born 51 years
ago with spina bifida, a disabling birth
defect that could have limited him. But,
instead, he has had an amazing career
in the field of sound design, and he
credits many people in the Greenburgh
School District for the support that, he
said, “saved my life.”

The founder of Berkeley Sound Artists in Berkeley, Calif., Jim has lived
in California ever since he began college there at the University of
California in San Diego. As a Woodlands graduate of the Class of
1974, he looks back at his days in Greenburgh with gratitude.
“I went to Greenburgh schools before people with disabilities were
mainstreamed,” said Jim, who uses a wheelchair to get around. “I was
a bit of an experiment. A lot of people took a risk on providing me with
the chance to get a regular education at a time when the disabled
were segregated into special classes.” LeBrecht recalls his father telling
him that his third-grade principal, Mr. Westerman, put him in the same
class as his daughter. “Being in regular school, where I was engaged
and competing in the real world, saved my life,” Jim said.
While he fondly remembers his grade school days, he recalls his time
at Woodlands and particularly his WISE experience as being
especially formative.
“There were so many people all along in the school district, from the
nurses to the football coach – for whom I was briefly ‘a horrible statisti-
cian’ –who were willing to give me more than a helping hand,” said
Jim, who even participated in the marching band. “At Woodlands, they
enabled me to have as typical an experience as someone who could
walk,” he said. “Not that I was helpless, but they cleared the path.”
In high school, he fell in with the drama crowd, wound up acting and
doing sound for some productions, and the rest, as they say, is history.
Both his major in college (drama) and his career path are a direct result
of his Woodlands experience.
WISE was important to him, too. “It sparked a lot for me,” Jim said.
His WISE project, which focused on wheelchair access, allowed him to
do a creative slide show presentation that reinforced his passion for the
subject. While he believes he was “not the greatest of students,” he
said WISE, and the project, gave him the feeling that he accomplished
something. “People said I did a great job with it, and it built my
self-esteem.”
“We don’t get through this world without help from other people,” said
Jim, who is engaged to be married. “As I look back, I realize that
people went out of their way to break new ground.”
His company, Berkeley Sound Artists, serves filmmakers, directors, producers, corpora-
tions, and musicians to create sound for everything from feature films (“Daughter from
Danang,” “Battlefield Earth”) to convention exhibits, hotels and even the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame. He has many video game credits, and has designed and pro-
duced sound effects and music for more than 100 professional theatrical productions.
Jim has won a number of awards for his work and has also co-authored the book,
“Sound and Music for Theater: The Art and Technique of Design” For more informa-
tion, go to www.berkeleysoundartists.com.
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Si a usted le gustaría una copia de este
boletín en Español, por favor llame
(914) 761- 6000 ext. 3114.

Seeking
Success
Stories
Are you a graduate?
Do you still live
in the area? Have
you made strides in
your career? If you
feel you have a
success story to tell,
please let us know.
We would be happy
to include it as part
of a regular feature
in this newsletter.
To share your story,
simply contact
Ivy Kraus,
district clerk, at
761-6000, ext.
3114 or by email at
ikraus@greenburgh7.com.
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Upcoming Events
Check our website for the most current and accurate schedule of events.
Date Event Time Location
Jan. 1 New Year’s Day – All Schools Closed
Jan. 3 Board of Education Work Session 6:30 p.m. Central Office
Jan. 8 PTA Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. WHS
Jan. 8 Board of Education Meeting 8 p.m. WHS
Jan. 9 Pre-K Re-Registration/Information 6 p.m. WHS
Jan. 10 Voter Registration 4 – 8 p.m. RJB
Jan. 11 Highview Open House for Incoming Parents 9:30 a.m. HV
Jan. 15 Vote on EXCEL Aid Project 7 am – 9 p.m. WHS
Jan. 15 Jackson Open House for Incoming Parents 10 a.m. LFJ
Jan. 17 Board of Education Special Work Session 6:30 p.m. Central Office
Jan. 21 Martin Luther King Jr. Day – All Schools Closed
Jan. 22-25 Woodlands Middle School Mid-Term Exams
Jan. 22-25 Woodlands High School Regents Exams
Jan. 31 Board of Education Work Session 6:30 p.m. Central Office
Feb. 1 Woodlands Report Cards Mailed Home
Feb. 5 PTA Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. WHS
Feb. 5 Board of Education Meeting 8 p.m. WHS
Feb. 11 Kindergarten Pre-Registration Night 6:30 p.m. LFJ
Feb. 13 Bailey Grade 3 Parent Orientation 6 p.m. RJB
Feb. 14 Board of Education Special Work Session 6:30 p.m. Central Office
Feb. 18-22 Winter Recess – All Schools Closed
Feb. 28 Board of Education Work Session 6:30 p.m. Central Office
Mar. 4 PTA Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. WHS
Mar. 4 Board of Education Meeting 8 p.m. WHS
Mar. 11-13 Kindergarten Registration TBA LFJ
Mar. 13 Board of Education Special Work Session 6:30 p.m. Central Office
Mar. 18 PTA Council GC7 Summer Programs Fair 7 p.m. RJB
Mar. 19 Middle School Grade 6 Parent Orientation 7 p.m. WMS
Mar. 21-24 Easter Recess – All Schools Closed
Mar. 25 Staff Development Day – No School for Students
Mar 25 2008-09 Budget Workshop 7:30 p.m. WHS
Mar. 27 Board of Education Work Session 6:30 p.m. Central Office
Mar. 28 Grades 1-6 Report Cards Sent Home
Mar. 28 Early Dismissal – Parent/Teacher Conferences 10:45 a.m. RJB only
Mar. 31 Early Dismissal – Parent/Teacher Conferences 10:45 a.m. RJB only

For the latest news
visit our web site:

www.greenburgh.k12.ny.us

STAFF NEWS
Karen Mirabella, sec-
ond-grade consultant
teacher, gave birth to a
baby girl on Halloween.
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