
Spring 2008Spotlight
Special Budget Issue Early Childhood Program

Commitment to Excellence

A n e w s l e t t e r f o r r e s i d e n t s o f t h e G r e e n b u r g h C e n t r a l 7 S c h o o l D i s t r i c t

Richard J. Bailey School

Woodlands Middle/High School

Lee F. Jackson School

Highview School

Proposed 2008-2009 School Budget
The budget-to-budget increase of 2.83% supports the
District’s mission to provide high-quality academic programs.
Test scores reflect the District’s commitment to excellence.

There was an increase of 20% in the number of advanced
Regents diplomas awarded.

The results of the 2007 Regents were exemplary:

100% Passed Chemistry 95% Passed English

100% Passed Physics 91% Passed Math A

99% Passed U.S. History

Spring 2007 State Assessment results:

90% of the 5th grade met or exceeded the State
standards in Social Studies

90% of the 4th grade met or exceeded the State
standards in Social Studies

90% of the 3rd grade met or exceeded the State
standards in Math

Visit our web site: www.greenburgh.k12.ny.us

Vote! Vote! Vote! Vote! Vote! Vote!
Budget and Trustee Election Vote, Tuesday, May 20, 2008
7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Woodlands High School Gymnasium

475 W. Hartsdale Ave., Hartsdale, N.Y.
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AppropriationsEstimated Revenues

Special Education 2.33%

Contractual 7.73%

Debt Service 0.19%

Transfer to Federal Fund .73% Supplies 1.15%

Books .44%
Equipment .63%

BOCES 4.45%

Salaries 49.74%Benefits 20.70

Transportation 10.36%

Capital 1.55%

State Aid 9%

Other 5%

Fund Balance 2%

Real Property Tax 84%

Budget Savings
The District has reduced allocations in the
proposed budget in the following areas:

Debt service has been reduced by $1,688,000. This is

a result of several bonds being paid in full.

Special education costs have been reduced by

$550,000. This is a result of the graduation of some

students, changes in out-of-District placement, and the more

efficient allocation of in-District resources.

Settlements of tax certiorari proceedings will be paid out

of a special reserve set up for this purpose. Therefore the

allocation of $320,000 has been eliminated from the

proposed budget.

Budget Challenges
The proposed 2008-2009 budget supports academic
achievement and ensures that students will continue to
meet state and federal standards on assessments
at all levels, and it does so within budgetary constraints
that are dictated by a number of non-discretionary
expenditures:

Salaries and benefits constitute over 70% of the proposed

budget.

Salaries and benefits are determined by collective bargaining

agreements.

Health insurance costs will once again increase by over

10% next school year, continuing to outpace inflation.

Fuel costs for both transportation and utilities continue to rise

dramatically.

Special Education classes, related services and BOCES

placements and out-of-District placements in private schools

are determined by a student’s Individual Educational Plan.

This is a process mandated by the Federal Individuals with

Disabilities Act.

Only 2% of the budget is completely discretionary. However,

this includes textbooks and classroom supplies and equipment.
Richard J. Bailey School
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2007-2008 2008-2009 Dollar
Budget Adopted Increase

ADMINISTRATIVE
Board of Education 69,000 75,400 6,400
Distict Clerk 65,000 67,800 2,800
District Elections 25,000 24,800 (200)
Superintendent 322,000 340,800 18,800
Business Administration 610,000 640,000 30,000
Auditor 90,000 92,000 2,000
Treasurer 83,000 87,400 4,400
Fiscal Agent 11,000 10,000 (1,000)
Legal 268,000 275,000 7,000
Personnel 78,000 87,200 9,200
Records Management 2,000 6,400 4,400
Public Information 120,000 132,100 12,100
Data Processing 213,000 249,000 36,000
Unallocated Insurance 220,000 220,000 0
School Associations 14,000 15,000 1,000
Curriculum Development 351,000 372,800 21,800
Supervision Regular School 2,631,000 3,248,100 617,100
Benefits - Administration 1,421,179 1,764,639 343,460
ADMINISTRATION TOTAL $6,593,179 $7,708,439 $186,646

16.92%
Custodial Operations 2,919,000 2,825,000 (94,000)
Maintenance 837,000 619,300 (217,700)
Judgements 12,000 0 (12,000)
Assessments 60,000 80,000 20,000
Tax Certioraris 320,000 0 (320,000)
Adm/Cap BOCES 150,000 149,000 (1,000)
Debt Service TANs 90,000 50,000 (40,000)
Debt Service 1,500,000 0 (1,500,000)
Perform Contract 188,000 0 (188,000)
Install/Purchase Turf 54,000 54,000 0
Capital Fund 0 850,000 850,000
Benefits-Capital 588,258 567,187 (21,071)
CAPITAL TOTAL $6,718,258 $5,194,487 $247,446

-22.68%
Teacher Center 20,000 30,000 10,000
Staff Development 56,000 102,000 46,000
Teachers Regular Education 14,080,000 15,570,500 1,490,500
Special Education 6,895,000 6,345,400 (549,600)
Summer School 25,000 124,000 99,000
Library/Audio-visual 484,000 620,000 136,000
Ed Television 57,000 57,000
Technology 560,000 570,000 10,000
Attendance 5,000 5,000 0
Guidance 401,000 511,800 110,800
Health Services 928,000 947,300 19,300
Psychological Services 388,000 400,600 12,600
Social Work 226,000 327,400 101,400
Speech 680,000 673,300 (6,700)
Co-curricular Activities 147,000 138,000 (9,000)
Interscholastic Athletics 434,000 448,000 14,000
District transportation 486,000 486,000 0
Transportation Garage 15,000 10,000 (5,000)
BOCES Transportation 4,970,000 5,190,000 220,000
Public Transportation 2,000 1,600 (400)
Repair Reserve 0 0 0
Federal Aid 400,000 400,000 0
Benefits-Program 8,866,563 9,029,174 162,610
PROGRAM TOTAL $40,068,563 $41,987,074 $1,965,908
GRAND TOTALS $53,380,000 $54,890,000 1,510,000

2.83%

Early Childhood Program

Woodlands Middle/High School

Woodlands Middle/High School

Please note the proposed
budget includes:

$850,000 for repaving roads and
parking lots at the Woodlands MS/HS,
the Robert J. Bailey School and the
Lee F. Jackson School.
An allocation for the first year of a
three-year transportation contract. The
exact amounts will be determined when
the Board awards the contract.
$135,600 for the first year of new
leases to replace all photocopiers dis-
trictwide. The total cost over the five-year
term of the leases will be $678,000.
This represents a savings of 10%.
Restoration of evening and summer hours
of the Fitness Center at Woodlands.

2008-2009 Proposed Budget
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Meet the Candidates
Three Board of Education seats are up for election, which are now held by
Stephanie Bellino, Monique Haygood Massey and Lloyd Newland. The
four candidates running for these positions are Stephanie Bellino, Carlos
Cardenas, Monique Haygood Massey and Lloyd Newland. The candidates
with the three highest vote counts will be elected to serve a three-year
term, commencing July 1, 2008.
The following biographical information was written and provided by the
candidates for election to the Board of Education for the edification of the
voters in the District. The Greenburgh Central School District No. 7 did not
editorialize this information supplied by the candidates for publication in
this newsletter.

Stephanie W. Bellino, CRS, GRI
Born and raised in Westchester
County, Stephanie W. Bellino has
lived in Hartsdale for 37 years
and is married to her husband,
Jim, for 30 years. She has been
involved in the real estate industry
for 37 years and is currently presi-

dent of Blum & Bellino, Inc. in Hartsdale.
Stephanie is currently completing her 3nd term as a
Trustee of the Greenburgh Central School District No. 7.
From 2002 though 2006 she served as President of the
Board. She has been an active and outspoken member
of the budget committee, the facilities committee and the
policy task force. She also served 2-three year terms as
a Trustee of the Board of Good Counsel High School
and is president and a co-founder of the Lower Manor
Woods Neighborhood Association.
As an independent community leader and local business
owner, Stephanie is aware of the challenges facing our
students and realizes how important a good education
is in today’s global world. Her goal will be to continue
to see that each student has the opportunity for higher
education and a career choice so that each can have a
fulfilled, responsible and productive life.
If elected again, Stephanie will continue to do her best
to provide our children with the education necessary to
achieve this goal while being fiscally responsible with
your tax dollar. Stephanie believes that working with
the administration and the board has produced many
innovations and improvements in the educational envi-
ronment of Central 7 and wants to continue to improve
our school system for our children.
Carlos M. Cardenas

My name is Carlos M. Cardenas
and I have been a District 7 resi-
dent since 1965. I am married
and have four children. Not only
have each of my children attend-
ed District 7 schools, but I myself
am a product of the District 7

school system.
I graduated Woodlands High School in 1973. Besides
the required courses, I took advantage of many of the
other programs that Woodlands had to offer, including
music, art, mechanical drawings and metal, wood and
auto shops. Nineteen seventy-three was also the year
the Wise program was first implemented. My project
was to design a sports stadium, for which I received an
award for excellence in mechanical drawings. The
design involved drawings of an electrical system, plumb-
ing, hydraulics, and top, side, and perspective views of
the stadium. My interest in such things would later pave
the way for a career in engineering. For the past 26
years, I have worked as application and production
engineers for companies such as Duracell, and Varta
Batteries. I strongly believe that with my background in
engineering, I can work to improve our school grounds.
Years ago, I coached my eldest son’s Little League team.
My true passion, however, is soccer. In college, my
brother and I both made All American. Today, I have a
travel soccer program with over 250 children. This pro-
gram is 11 years old and most of the children are resi-
dents of District 7. I love giving children the opportunity
to experience the happiness I felt as a young boy grow-
ing up here. In addition to the soccer program, I am
also a member of the Greenburgh Recreation Board.
As a member of the board, I will do my absolute best to
better our school’s education, as well as listen to the
feedback from our teachers and parents.
Thank You,
God Bless.
Monique Haygood Massey

A Westchester native, I have lived
in Greenburgh for 11 years and
am proud to be a part of this
community. Our son, Myles, is an
8th grader at Woodlands Middle
School and has attended Jackson,
Highview and Bailey schools,

where I have been an active parent. As a result, I am
invested in the success of the Greenburgh Central 7

school district.
Currently, I am the strategic sales development manager
for the InTown Magazine network (a division of The
Journal News). I have worked in advertising for Disney,
Essence and USA Weekend magazine.
In my first three-year term maximizing the educational
experience for all students has been my priority. I have
chaired the board’s Community Engagement Committee.
Our accomplishments include working collaboratively
with community stakeholders to demonstrate our district’s
slogan, “Commitment to Excellence.” The committee
continues to recruit community members and corporate
citizens with measurable results. This committee also
developed the “Up Close and Personal with GC7”
forum, which provided residents with a chance to dia-
logue with school administrators and the superintendent.
I also serve on the Board’s newsletter committee, which
presented an improved community-wide newsletter.
Maximizing the educational experience for GC7 is a
priority for my second term. This can be achieved by
adhering to the following principles:

College Bound
Our graduates are headed
toward success! Here we list
some college scholarships that
they have awarded to our
students:
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute $15,000/year
St. Joseph’s College $13,000/year
St. John’s University $12,000/year
University of Hartford $12,000/year
University of Connecticut $10,956/year
University of Pittsburgh $10,500/year
Iona College $10,500/year
St. John’s University $10,000/year
Iona College $10,000/year
Pfeiffer University $7,000/year
Rutgers University $8,000/year
St. John’s University $5,000/year
SUNY College of Technology
North Castle Partners
Scholarship $3,500
University of Hartford $3,000/year
Stony Brook University
2008 Fujifilm Young Woman
of Promise Award $2,500
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Legacy Youth Award for
Social Justice $250
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For the latest news, visit our web site:
www. g r e e n b u r g h . k 1 2 . n y. u s

• Ensuring that all children have access to appropriate-
facilities, curriculum resources and materials

• Demanding accountability from administrators
and teachers

• Providing a safe environment for learning
In my duties as a GC7 board trustee, every initiative
that comes before me begins with the question: How
does this affect the children? A vote for Monique
Haygood Massey ensures that the same question will be
asked on behalf of all of our district’s residents.
Lloyd Newland

I would like to take this opportuni-
ty to thank all of you for re- elect-
ing me again in 2005 to serve
on the Greenburgh Central 7
Board of Education. Next month
will make six years that I have
served, and I wish to continue my

role in facilitating the best possible educational system
that we can offer to help our students succeed.
The past two years I have served as President of the
Board Of Education and provided the leadership in
resolving major issues that had a negative impact on
our District. Some of these issues were at times challeng-
ing and created difficult experiences for the Board.
However, the Board did a magnificent job in working
with each other to rectify the problems. Some of the
Board’s goals and accomplishment included recruiting
and hiring a new Superintendent of Schools, negotiating
a fair and amicable teacher’s contract, implementing the
International Baccalaureate Program, increasing test
scores, and implementing an un-funded mandate of
President Bush's No Child Left Behind Act. The Board
also proposed construction of a Middle School on the
Warburg Campus, a $600,000 remediation of the ath-
letic field at Woodlands, and worked to pass budgets
that failed twice last year. This year I am pleased to
inform you that the Budget is much lower than last year
at a 2.5% increase.
During my term on the Board of Education, Greenburgh
Central 7 entered a new era of education in the dis-
trict's history with the intended goal to improve the edu-
cational opportunities for each child who attends the
G7 district, by creating smaller learning communities in
our middle and high schools. During this process, the
Board had to make hard choices and set goals that are
achievable and measurable. I was privileged to be a
part of the process. Now that the foundation is in place
for greater student achievement, I am asking again for
your support by re-electing me to the Board of
Education. It is my intent to continue my level of involve-
ment in Greenburgh Central 7's mission to provide for
every student and its mission to build effective, inde-
pendent, and successful world-changing young ladies
and men.

Did You Know?
Woodlands Jazz Band won first prize at this year’s Sleepy Hollow Jazz Festival competing
against six other area schools.
Westchester Magazine’s April issue highlighting elementary schools assessments countywide
in the areas of English, Math, and Science, noted that GC7‘s fourth grade class ranked
high in all three areas.
The Lee F. Jackson School, Highview School, Richard J. Bailey School and Woodlands
Middle School are in the final phase on the road to International Baccalaureate
authorization.
Greenburgh Central School District #7 maintains partnerships with the Westchester Arts
Council, the Music Conservatory of Westchester, the Jacob Burns Film Center and the
National Scholastic Chess Foundation. Through these collaborations between our classroom
teachers, arts teachers and visiting artists, our students in grades Pre-K –12 are learning
in and through the arts.
The nationally recognized W.I.S.E. (Woodlands Individualized Senior Experience) program
began at Woodlands in 1973 and provides internship/independent study opportunities
for high school seniors.
The National Merit Scholarship Corporation has recognized three Woodlands students as
high scorers in the 2009 National Achievement Scholarship Program.
A Woodlands student took first-place honors in the New York State SkillsUSA/Champions
at Work Conference.
Evening and summer hours of the Fitness Center will be restored as part of the 2008-2009
budget.
Our award-winning Woodlands Middle School Jazz Band participated in the Monterey Jazz
Festival in California this year, and one of our students won in the soloist category.
Middle School students attended the Middle School Youth Leadership Conference at PepsiCo
where they participated in a workshop titled “Transformers – Achieving What Others Have
Yet to Imagine.”
The work of the R.J. Bailey students and their Wellness Committee was recognized by
Westchester County in its selection as the one school to launch “No Junk Food Week.”
Profiled on CBS News and on the county and state websites, R. J. Bailey has emerged as a
leader in the initiative to fight childhood obesity.
This year, the Highview School is Going Green! They have nominated monthly Recycling
Rangers, visited the Westchester Recycling Center and will be cleaning and planting on
Earth Day.

Lloyd Newland
• Coordinating Manager of Radiology Department,

Jacobi Medical Center, Bronx, NY
• 32-year resident of Fairview-Greenburgh community
• Participates and holds leadership positions in

numerous community organizations
• President of the Hillside-Wyndover Civic Association

for more than 16 years
• Lloyd and his wife, Dr. Jamie Newland, have three

children: Kristina, Michael, and Sonya. All three
graduated from Woodlands High School and went

on to attend college. Granddaughter, Maya,
currently attends Highview Elementary School.

• Board of Education, Greenburgh School District
Central 7, Trustee

• Greenburgh Central 7 Educational Foundation,
Founding Member and Vice President

• Woodlands High School Scholarship Fund, Trustee
• Greenburgh Central 7 Budget Committee, Member
• Greenburgh Central 7 Community Relations

Committee, Member
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Budget Adopted for Budget Proposed Contingent Budget
the 2007-2008 for the 2008-2009 for the 2008-2009
School Year School Year School Year*

Total budgeted amount $53,380,000 $54,890,000 $54,277,000

Increase/(decrease) for the 2008-2009 school year $1,510,000 $897,000

Percentage increase(decrease) in each proposed budget 2.83% 1.68%

Change in the consumer price index 2.80%

Resulting est.property tax levy for the 2008-2009 school year $46,430,000 $45,727,000

Administrative component $6,593,179 $7,708,439 $7,708,439

Program component $40,068,563 $41,987,074 $41,987,074

Capital component $ 6,718,258 $5,194,487 $4,581,487

* Chapter 436 of the Laws of 1997 establishes a limit of a contingent budget over the district budget for the prior year. After certain expenditure

categories are excluded, the overall increase cannot exceed the lesser of four percent or 120% multiplied by the average of the national consumer

price indexes determined by the U.S. Department of Labor for the 12-month period preceding January first of the current year. That average for

calendar year 2007 is 2.80%. The average is multiplied by 120% to calculate the 3.36% contingent budget cap for 2008-09.

Greenburgh Central School District #7 Budget Notice

Basic STAR Exemption Impact

Estimated Basic STAR
2
Exemption Savings:

Budget Proposed for the
2008-2009
School Year

Basic STAR Tax Savings $1,248.83

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2008-2009 by the qualified voters of the Greenburgh Central School District No. 7,

Westchester County, New York, will be held at the Woodlands Middle/High School in said district on Tuesday, May 20, 2008

between the hours of 7:00am and 9:00pm, Eastern Daylight Savings Time, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting

ballot or machine.

1 The contingency budget was prepared pursuant to section 2023 of the Education Law.

2 The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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Board of Education
Lloyd Newland, President
Charles Bronz, Vice President
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Cora L. Carey
JD Cruz
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David Warner
Terry Williams

Superintendent of Schools
Ronald L.Smalls

Spotlight

POSTAL PATRON

Greenburgh Central 7 School Dstrict
475 West Hartsdale Avenue
Hartsdale, N.Y. 10530
(914) 761-6000

Si a usted le gustaría una copia de este
boletín en Español, por favor llame
(914) 761- 6000 ext. 3114.

Visit our web site: www. g r e e n b u r g h 7 . c om

Vote Tuesday, May 20
Voter Qualifications

A person is qualified to register to vote if he/she is a citizen of the United States, at least
18 years of age and a resident of Greenburgh Central School District No. 7 for at
least 30 days before the vote.
To vote in the Greenburgh Central 7 budget vote and election, you must be registered for
either general elections or school elections. Any person who is registered with the
Westchester County Board of Elections and resides in the Greenburgh Central 7 School
District need not register separately with the School District.
If you are not registered to vote, you may register in one of the two following ways:

1. Complete the form on Page 7 and return it to the Westchester County Board of
Elections, 25 Quarropas St., White Plains, N.Y. 10601, as soon as possible.

2. Visit us on Voter Registration Day, Wednesday, May 14, 2008, from 4 p.m.
to 8 p.m. in the lobby of the Richard J. Bailey School located on 33 Hillside Ave.,
White Plains. (Photo ID is required.)

Absentee Ballots
Absentee ballot applications are available for registered voters who will not be in the School
District on May 20, 2008. You may apply in person in the District Clerk’s Office at
475 W. Hartsdale Ave. in Hartsdale or request an application by calling the District Clerk
at (914) 761-6000, ext. 3114.
May 13, 2008, is the deadline to receive absentee ballot applications if the ballot is to be
mailed to the voter. May 19, 2008, is the deadline to receive absentee ballot applications
if the ballot is to be picked up by the voter. May 20, 2008, at 5 p.m., is the deadline for
absentee ballots to be received by the District Clerk.

Polling Place
Woodlands High School Gymnasium
475 W. Hartsdale Ave., Hartsdale, New York
7 a.m. – 9 p.m. Tuesday, May 20, 2008

Woodlands Middle/High School

Woodlands Middle/High School

Lee F. Jackson School


