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A Word from the Board of Education
Dear District Residents:
While it is hard to believe that the 2008-2009 school year has come to an end, this
year has been especially productive. The District’s new administrative team completed
its first full school year and they have done a wonderful job.

Most noteworthy is the completion of the District’s strategic plan. The entire process was
completed within a few months and is currently being implemented in the schools. Our
operating budget has also been aligned to the needs of the strategic plan to ensure its
success. This is an indication of our strong leadership – our Superintendent and Assistant
Superintendents stay abreast of all District projects no matter the simplicity of their scope.

This year road repairs were completed at the various schools and the Warburg campus;
all work was done on time and under budget. The District also collaborated with the
Greenburgh Police Department to file a federal grant to enhance the security at
Woodlands Middle/High School.

I am happy to report that the EXCEL Aid project that was approved by the voters last year
will be done this summer. Once completed, the work will upgrade the Woodlands
Middle/High School fire alarm system as well as improve the instructional environment for
every middle and high school student enrolled in science. This project will be fully funded
by the state.

On behalf of the Board of Education, I sincerely thank you for passing our budget and
supporting the District’s mission to provide a model learning center where students will
grow from one stage to another and develop those skills and talents that will enable them
to successfully pursue their goals and ambitions in an ever-changing society.

We look forward to another successful and rewarding school year for students, staff
and community.

Have a safe and enjoyable summer.

Sincerely,

Lloyd Newland
President

Dear Parents and
Community Members:
As summer vacation approaches, our focus is
promotions, moving up ceremonies and indeed
graduation, which is a significant benchmark in
the life of any student. These milestones, indica-
tors that “achievement matters,” give us cause
to take time to celebrate and reflect upon what
has been initiated and accomplished on behalf
of the children of Greenburgh Central School
District #7 over the course of the 2008-2009
school year.

In reviewing the year, first, let me applaud the
formation of a Strategic Plan, the first such plan
for Greenburgh, which permits us to contribute
as an entire community of interested adults
including non-professional staff, teaching assis-
tants, teachers, administrators, parents and
community members. This plan will include
holding ourselves accountable for attaining
results. Following and supporting the tenets and
intention of the plan will bring excellence to
every aspect of the programs we provide for
students.

Among the common goals of the schools is to
increase articulation between buildings to per-
mit teachers to share strategies, techniques and
materials that promote on-going student
achievement. Another goal is to more broadly
coordinate the subject area programs beyond
that found on a grade level or in any one build-
ing. District-wide committees and buildings join-
ing together for planning and meetings respond
to this goal.



Spotlight Commitment to Excellence A newsletter for residents of the Greenburgh Central 7 School District

2

Volunteers Make the Difference
Volunteers have become essential to every community. We are happy to have so many volunteers in our schools,
and proud of our students who volunteer outside school. It is one of the interwoven threads of our community that
enriches everyone. Here we have a few stories highlighting some of our volunteers.

Highview Volunteers Offer Years
of Experience
Highview has been fortunate to have many
District residents always ready to help. A number
of these volunteers are senior citizens who
answer the call to help in classrooms, which is a
positive experience for all parties involved. The
teacher gets more time to teach, the students
interact with other generations, and the volunteer
finds joy and satisfaction working with the
youngsters.
Henry and Carolyn Rogers are two of those vol-
unteers. Henry began 14 years ago when their
grandson, Justin, was in second grade. Henry
was in Denise Acham-Taylor’s classroom.
Carolyn, a nurse, retired in 2000 and joined
him. Carolyn worked in the classroom with Laura
Roth-Marino, where their granddaughter, Nata-
sha, was in second grade. Justin graduated from
Woodlands in 2005. Natasha now is a junior.
Until February of this year, when Henry devel-
oped some medical troubles, they were in their
respective classrooms on a regular basis, assist-
ing with errands, making conference appoint-
ments, and assembling bulletin boards with the
students’ work. “The kids love seeing their work
displayed,” said Carolyn. Typically, they were at
Highview every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday morning from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
“I fell in love with the children,” said Carolyn.
“Second grade is special because they grow so
much during that year. Each class was different
but wonderful.” She was impressed by the
instruction, especially projects such as “Bare
Books,” a blank book that each student receives
and fills with original writings and his/her own
illustrations. “It is amazing, and it is just one of
the things they do.”
The couple, who have lived in the District since
1982, have only great things to say about
Highview. “Highview is an excellent school, the
students leave here with a sophistication and
knowledge,” said Carolyn. “For eight years, I
saw this happen. I have only high praise
for the teachers, the caring, what they put into
their job.”
And the teachers have high praise for the
volunteers.

“It has been a pleasure working with Mr. Rogers
in my classroom through the years,” said Mrs.
Acham-Taylor. “Mr. Rogers was always willing to
lend a helping hand. He worked one-on-one
with students who needed assistance in math
and reading, helped set up and pack up the
classroom, ran off worksheets, as well as put up
and take down bulletin boards. Over the years
he has touched the lives of many students and is
fondly remembered. His faithful dedication to the
children and the school will be sorely missed.
Thank you, Mr. Rogers, for your friendship and
assistance.”
“Mrs. Rogers is an extraordinary person,” said
Ms. Roth-Marino. “Over the years she has
touched the lives of countless children with her
gentle personality and caring ways. Although

she is no longer in my class, her presence is felt.
We miss her very much.”
“I will miss it; they miss me, but life changes,”
said Carolyn. “I loved it, but now I am needed
at home with my husband. Circumstances
change, and you go on to the next stage.”
Others who continue to volunteer at Highview
include: Dr. Barbara Akresh in Rosemarie
Barone's second-grade class; Ms. Joyce Besdine
in Angela Enea's second-grade class; George
Kraemer in Valerie Galdau’s second-grade class;
and Ms. Connie McCraw in Inas Morsi-Hogans'
third-grade class.
The District thanks these and all our other
volunteers!

RJB Students Volunteer Outside School
At the R.J. Bailey School, volun-
teerism is an important part of the
culture, and the sense of community
service is developed through many
activities. One of those activities is
the Beth Abraham Service Club, a
program for sixth graders.
The Beth Abraham Health Care
Facility is a recreational and physi-
cal therapies unit in Greenburgh
that provides adult day and health
care. Bailey has partnered with the
facility providing selected students
with an opportunity to interact with
the adult care clients since 1996.
Davina Sewkumar, RJB special edcation teacher, coordinates the program.
Beginning in November each year, students visit the facility twice a month. These visits allow sixth
graders to participate in an intergenerational relationship with older people who attend Beth
Abraham programs.
“Our mission is to provide a relaxing environment where the clients of Beth Abraham are able to par-
ticipate in recreational activities that are student generated,” said Ms. Sewkumar. “Students have fun
and learn to be polite and professional.” The students design and run the activities and projects that
can range from a student talent show, poetry reading, holiday singing, or just playing games and
talking.
Students in this service club receive an orientation before they visit, and are expected to keep brief
journal entries in response to their experiences at Beth Abraham. “This self-reflective piece provides a
writing component,” said Ms. Sewkumar. “It is very productive for everyone. The patients enjoy the
visit and look forward to it. It is very nice to see the bonds being made.”
Beth Abraham’s Service Coordinator, Mrs. Sue Lance, is very grateful to RJB.

Students volunteer at Beth Abraham Health Care Facility.
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Welcome, Jennifer Del Conte
Jennifer Del Conte, the new
Director of Special Education,
comes to the District with experi-
ence and background that fits
well into the school culture. “I
chose to come to Greenburgh
because it is a student-centered
District that puts students first,”
she said. “I feel I can contribute
significantly here.”
After 11 years in the Clarkstown Central
School District, where she was first a
teacher for the deaf and hearing
impaired and then department chairper-
son for speech and hearing services, Ms.
Del Conte was ready to move to the next
level. When she saw this position adver-
tised in the New York Times and online,
she did some research and thought this
would be a good fit.
The feeling was mutual, and Ms. Del
Conte started in January. She oversees
the Committee on Special Education and
Committee on Preschool Special
Education, and works on special educa-
tion programming. Ms. Del Conte also
supervises staff in these programs.
The Connecticut resident holds a number
of degrees and certifications, including a
master’s in Educational Administration
from Fordham University, a master’s of
Education of the Deaf from Smith
College, and a Certificate of Advanced
Study in Special Education from Fairfield
University. She is also certified as a
School District Administrator.
“Mr. Smalls has an excellent reputation,
and I am very excited to be part of the
team,” she said. “The staff is committed
to excellence.”

Students all are stars at WMS Dance Competition
The seventh and eighth graders who participated in the Fourth Annual
Ballroom Competition at WMS made dancing seem as easy as cha-cha-cha!
“They really are impressive!” said Director of Arts Miriam Bernabei, who co-organized the event
with Woodlands Middle School Assistant Principal Patricia Simone. “The level of dance is so
good that it is difficult to believe each class met only four times with the instructors before the
competition. I have to think that the kids practiced quite a bit.”
One hundred and fourteen students danced in the competition held on Friday, May 15, in the
Woodlands gym. The three teams were differentiated by banners of yellow, turquoise and laven-
der as they stepped up to the challenge and did the tango, merengue, cha cha and salsa. All
students who participated received a trophy.

The program, part of the District’s Arts in
Education program, is in partnership with Arts
Westchester. The aim is to bring professional
artists into the classroom – or in this case, the
gym – to provide students with opportunities
to learn in and through the arts.
Ballroom dancers Judy Ayres and Mark
Mindek provided the ballroom instruction as
part of the physical education curriculum.
“This is a great school to work with,” said Ms.
Ayers, who trained at the Juilliard School and
Manhattan School of Music, and is licensed
in both Standard Ballroom and Latin dance.
“The kids are fabulous, and the gym teachers
are great. Without their support, we couldn’t
do this. I can’t wait to work with next
year’s students.”
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Woodlands High School
I am very pleased to announce
that the Baker’s Dozen for the
Graduating Class of 2009 are
some of the best and brightest stu-
dents Woodlands High School has
to offer. These students have been

accepted to top-notch universities and colleges.
Their efforts and commitment to education, coupled
with the support from their families, shows what
occurs when students, families and school work
together.
The following are the names of the top 14 students
graduating in for the Class of 2009 and the schools
that they plan on attending. This year our #1 and
#2 are being identified as Co-valedictorians.
Student GPA College & Major

1. Denis Nguyen 100.10 Stony Brook University (undeclared)

2. Katarina Hoeger 100.02 Harvey Mudd College (Engineering)

3. Tara Pavone 97.90 Northeastern University (Theater)

4. Brian Mahl 97.12 The George Washington University
(Political Communication)

5. Alana Rodriquez 95.48 Wesleyan University (Pre-Med)

6. Kamaal Jones 95.36 Cornell University (Biology)

7. Bhupinder Singh 94.86 California State Univ.
(Business/Accounting)

8. Valentin Neamtu 94.75 Stony Brook Univ. (Marine Biology)

9. James Booth 94.52 University of Maryland (Biology:
Ecology & Evolution)

10. Leslie Piedra 94.28 Pace University (Education)

11. Charlene Chisolm 93.72 Loyola College in Maryland (Nursing)

12. Maya Lloyd 93.57 SUNY Stonybrook (Nursing)

13. Catherine Flores 92.48 Pace University (Mathematics)

14. Nathaniel Graves 92.20 Dartmouth College (Pre-Med)

Dr. Robert L. Chakar, Jr.

Woodlands Middle School
Woodlands Middle School proudly
recognized 78 students this year
for their academic excellence at
our Honor Roll Breakfast in June.
The students selected for this out-
standing achievement maintained

an average of 85% or above in every subject for
three consecutive marking periods. Each student
received a special certificate and pin as a memento
to encourage them to continually strive for high stan-
dards of excellence. The event was sponsored in
partnership with the middle school PTA and was
well attended by parents, teachers, Central Office
staff and Board of Education members.
Also, our Building Level Committee (BLC) is actively
involved in the process of implementing the District’s
Strategic Plan to improve the academic performance
of every student in our school building. The BLC

group consists of parents, administrators, school per-
sonnel and students who collectively work towards
accomplishing the District’s goals. We have devel-
oped a multi-faceted plan to elevate parent involve-
ment and will continue to reach out to surrounding
neighborhoods by building partnerships.
Most importantly, through the support of the Enhancing
Education Through Technology grant (EETT), teachers
are able to obtain pertinent data information about stu-
dent performance on ELA and math assessment
exams. As a result, developing strategies and interven-
tion plans to improve student achievement are more
effective. We are analyzing all aspects of the curricu-
lum and appropriately using “data to drive instruction.”
Other activities that proved to be educationally excit-
ing included a trip to Carnegie Hall in New York City
to see the world famous Fisk Jubilee Singers. This
activity was an interdisciplinary lesson with the social
studies and music departments that connected the
event to the curriculum and International Baccalaureate
Programme in our building.
In an effort to keep our young people focused on the
value of education, we take our seventh grade stu-
dents to the County Center for an Early College
Awareness Program.
Our motto is: “Falcons Fly High – Reach for the Sky.”
Lastly, our Fourth Annual Ballroom Competition was
most successful. Approximately 120 seventh and
eighth grade students participated and received
trophies.

Michael Chambless

Richard J. Bailey School
Just as our new president leads our
nation through a process of change,
our new superintendent has a vision
that puts our school on a new course
to greater success. Several changes
are under way at RJ Bailey.

In the past, teachers worked in teaching teams within
each grade level. A child would have a different
teacher for ELA and mathematics. Next year, aligned

with the International Baccalaureate Primary Years
Model, each child will have one teacher for all sub-
jects, connecting relevant curriculum areas through
IB projects and units. To prepare for this change, Dr.
Sciascia, the assistant superintendent for curriculum,
instruction and personnel, has coordinated extensive
professional development within the school to ensure
that each teacher is equipped with the most current
research, strategies, materials and performance
data. Margie O’Brien, the humanities coordinator,
and Irina Kanatayev, the math, science and technol-
ogy coordinator, routinely work with teachers at their
grade level meetings to provide support throughout
this transition.
Response to Intervention (RTI) is a mandate that is
driving change in data collection and accountability
as well as the very way schools respond to the
needs of students. Bailey teachers work with our
Instructional Support Team (IST) to find strategies to
assist every child in being successful, including dif-
ferentiation of instruction, and implementing the
Theory of Multiple Intelligences. This collaborative
approach brings the experience of master teachers,
the psychologist, social worker, academic specialists
and the principal together to discuss, create and
implement plans for individual students.
Another change of great distinction this year is RJ
Bailey’s partnership with Manhattanville College and
our identification as a Professional Development
School. Judy Schiavo, our Manhattanville College
Liaison, provides professional development, coordi-
nates action research and brings a variety of col-
lege opportunities to our students and faculty. With
the support of Manhattanville, RJ Bailey has desig-
nated a room as a Partnership Center, professional
library and work area for meetings, training and col-
laboration.
RJ Bailey was built in 1929 and has served genera-
tions of Greenburgh families. This summer, renova-
tion projects will help change an aged and worn
structure into a repaired and preserved community
treasure. At RJ Bailey, change is truly for the better.

Marguerite Clarkson

Highview School
As we come to the end of another
school year, we look back on
many projects that speak volumes
to what the students here are learn-
ing.
The first that comes to mind when

we talk about volumes is Bare Books, a project that
started eight years ago as a grant. It was so suc-
cessful that it was incorporated into the curriculum.
Every student in the school receives a new blank

From the
Desks of the
Principals

Continued on page 5
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book in late winter and then, for 8 to 10 weeks,
they work through the whole publishing process
using time during their reading block to work on
written pieces. They choose the topic and the
genre, so the book, oftentimes, is a collection of
poems, a story or even a collection of writings.
They write something new or develop a topic they
have previously worked on in class. The students
brainstorm for ideas, write drafts, revise through
peer editing, have writing conferences with teach-
ers, map the book out and also do the illustrations.
It is quite an interdisciplinary process! Finally, they
celebrate at our annual Author’s Night, which is
held the third week of May. The evening is attended
by parents who read the books for the first time.
Thanks to Lucyann Wilson-Sarno for organizing and
coordinating this event in the absence of Sharon
Davenport who has been on maternity leave this
year, spending time with her twin boys.
Ellis Island was a highlight for the third graders who
enjoyed this day as the culmination of the IB unit on
immigration. They spent a full day on this trip with
the ferry leaving for the Island around 9:30 a.m.
They plan for Ellis Island in part by watching a
video of what to expect there and are given a list of
items that they will search for as part of a scavenger
hunt. The itinerary leaves time for them to search the
wall for family names.
We have also been busy moving towards complet-
ing the recommendations made by the visiting IB
team last May. I would like to extend a special
thank you to our school’s IB coordinator, Shqype
Rraci, who attended all the monthly District IB meet-
ings, and returned with the latest updates relative to
IB, to share with the staff. She has been instrumental
in getting the final details organized and helping
the staff with their part. We are sure the documenta-
tion will be ready by the requested December
2009 deadline.
Have a great summer!

Gary Mastrangelo

Lee F. Jackson School
At Lee F. Jackson, creativity flourishes.
This spring, two artists-in residence
worked with our students encourag-
ing them in creative expression. The
kindergarten students participated in
a six-week dance residency with

teaching artist Julie Johnson. Through creative move-
ment classes, students were introduced to dance, cho-
reography and storytelling. By the end of the residen-
cy, each class created and presented its own story
and dance piece. This supported the IB unit on How
We Express Ourselves. The first graders worked with
African dancer Jerilyn Baker and drummer Baba
Mustafa, making connections with the IB unit on poet-
ry. The visits incorporated music, movement, poetry,
language and song. Both the kindergartners and first
graders had fun as they learned and explored their
creativity in different ways.
In May, LFJ hosted International Dessert Night 2009,
a celebration of the many cultures represented in our
school. A student performance of songs from around
the world opened the evening. Parents shared their
ethnicity and culinary prowess by contributing desserts
that represented the family culture. Students dressed in
ways that reflected their heritage.
This evening was also a showcase for the expansion
of the Lee F. Jackson Multicultural book collection that
was celebrated by a ribbon-cutting. We hope resi-
dents will continue to donate books to this growing
collection, and we thank all those who already have.
Finally, through a partnership with the PTA, every LFJ
student will be heading home at the end of the school
year with a Summer Reading Baggie holding skill-
building books. Each package holds an ELA and math
skill builder to keep skills fresh over the summer. These
books are aligned with New York State standards and
enhance early literacy and math skills. This helps to
ease the transition into their next grade and encour-
age reading all year long. Have a wonderful and
healthy summer!

Dawn Male

Early Childhood Program
In light of our goal for meaningful
parent involvement, we are happy to
report that our focus on families has
been very successful this year with
excellent participation.

In December, 15 ECP parents graduated from the “Eat
Smart New York” Program. The seven-week program
was a food, nutrition and consumer science series
conducted through Cornell University’s Cooperative
Extension of Westchester County. Parents learned
about healthy lifestyle practices, serving sizes and
amounts, menu planning, food safety, food resource
management and fitness, and then they prepared
and sampled healthful dishes that emphasized fruits,

vegetables, whole grains and low fat protein
sources. At the end of the program, parents
received a participation certificate along with a per-
sonalized program cookbook complete with recipes
and nutrition information. Also in December, in col-
laboration with the ECP PTA and Barnes and Noble
Book Store, the Pajama Night and Book Fair was
held at City Center in White Plains. Attendees wore
pajamas, brought a stuffed animal, and listened to
stories being read by ECP staff. Woodlands High
School Key Club members also painted faces and
created art projects with the younger students.
In January, ECP PTA held a Parent Math Workshop
in conjunction with Irina Kanatayev, District math,
science and technology coordinator; Woodlands
High School Key Club; and ECP staff. The evening
helped parents to explore various early math con-
cepts with their children through different hands-on
stations. Families had fun and left with a renewed
sense of the mathematics found in our environment,
and with special extension activities and ideas to
be implemented at home.
In April, during ECP’s annual Art & Dessert Night,
families toured the student art gallery viewing the
various multi-dimensional projects and creations.
WHS Key Club students kept the ECP students
engaged with face-painting and other art activities.
As parent volunteers served dessert to attendees, a
mariachi band entertained both young and old dur-
ing the highly popular PTA fundraiser.
Research has shown that parent involvement is one
of the primary predictors of school success for stu-
dents. At ECP, we remain committed to promoting
meaningful and engaging relationships with parents
and families. We value our diverse community, and
look forward to many enriching and rewarding
partnerships for the 2009-2010 school year.

Andrea Coddett

Continued from page 4

At the ECP Moving Up Ceremony, Andrea Coddett
was presented with a plaque on behalf of the
Board of Education for her 14 years of dedicated
service to the District.

�

Everyone enjoys Author's Night.
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In November, on the week-
end of my 17th birthday, I
got into a car accident.
Fortunately, no one was
harmed, but the separation
between my car and me
was very disappointing.
On the upside, this hap-

pened to be the same weekend all my appli-
cations for college were to be submitted, so I
became stress-free from college essays and
gas prices. After the accident my luck started
to improve a great deal. I was offered an
opportunity to be “The Voice of Woodlands,”
which is a senior who has the privilege of
being the morning announcer, automatically
giving me the title of the Public Relations
Officer of the senior class. Due to my new
title, the Athletic Director, Mr. Smith,

Confessions of a High School Senior By Ayesha Harrison
Back in September on my last first day of high school, I promised myself
that I was going to make this school year one I would never forget.
Since then, I have definitely lived up to my expectations.

approached me about commentating the
Varsity girls’ basketball team’s home games.
Of course, without hesitation, I accepted both
offers. Thankfully, my good fortune did not
stop here. Once I picked up these responsibili-
ties, my former fourth-grade math teacher
gave me a chance to volunteer at a new
non-profit organization called Xposure in my
community. The program is geared to getting
students from grades kindergarten to seventh
excited about finance and science. Even
though my job was just to help third graders
with their homework and I only stayed for the
fall, I was very happy to be working with
such smart children – the future of this town.
During the second half of my senior year, I
struggled with a sickness we seniors like to
call Senioritis. With all the extra excitement
that comes along with my senior experience, it

has been a challenge for me and most of my
classmates to remember that we have not yet
crossed the stage or moved our tassels from
left to right. Considering my heavy Advanced
Placement schedule and my obligations to
more than a handful of organizations, I could
not fall victim to Senioritis for long. I believe
that the best medication is time management
and understanding that sometimes I cannot
do everything I want. Getting rid of my bad
case of Senioritis took a lot of hard work, but
it was worth it! Warm weather, inspiring
W.I.S.E internships, an abundant amount of
scholarship applications, prom madness, grad-
uation joy, and long-awaited college accept-
ance letters all helped.
Although the pleasure of finally being one
of the older students in the building can be
distracting, I know the responsibility I have as
a senior at Woodlands, which is to set an
appropriate example for the underclassmen.
I trust that my outgoing and ambitious person-
ality will leave a positive effect on the student
body at Woodlands High School.

6

Class of
2009
Nicolas Ali
Tina Aqeel
Walter Arevalo
Russell Austin
Ivan Avila
Shaquana Baker
Anika Barber
Valery Beauzile
Gabriel Bensadon
James Booth
Darrel Brown
Jonathan Brown-Fields
Jerell Bryant
Luis Bulnes
Cinette Calim
Jason Carriero
Marquis Charles
Jean-Claude Chin
Sharlene Chisolm
Daquan Clark

Monet Collins
Monique Collins
Michelle Correa
Nicholas Creegan
Tayleur Crenshaw

Audrea Dash-
Goodman

Olivia Davis
Louis Defense, IV
Luis Dominguez
Germenda Dorisma
Champrece Dowridge
Sharna-Kay Drysdale
Alexis Easterling
Marcus Edwards
Esosa Ekhator
Michelle Essex
Christy Esteves
David Figueroa
Evealis Fisher
Franco Fleurimond
Catherine Flores
Zavier Forbes

Josue Franco
Aisha Frazier
Pavle Fric
Rubi Garcia
Anthony Gathers
Maya Gholston
Darrell Gibbs
Andrew Grant
Keith Graves
Nathaniel Graves
Ayesha Harrison
David Haughton
Cheryl Henry
Katarina Hoeger
Michael Infante
Carlos Jacome

Alfredo Jaen-
Rodriquez

Kristopher Jenkins
Krystal Johnson
Kamaal Jones
Tyisha Kendricks
Tamesha Kimble

Mitchell Lance
Michelle Lantigua
Karissa LaPeter
Jorge Larocca
Trenace Lee
Harry Liveris
Maya Lloyd
Raffilina Longo
Brandon Lynch
Shayna Lynch
Brian Mahl
Demesha Maragh
Brandon Martin
Brendon Martin
Kamaal Mattavous
Douglas McGirt
Krystine Melicio
Philip Mendola
Maryuly Mendoza
Michael Mitchell
Isamar Moncada
Matthew Mullings
Kyle Murnane

Derrick Nation, III
Valentin Neamtu
Denis Nguyen
Margaret Opoku
Juan Ordonez
Maihomi Ortiz
Araceli Oviedo
Sarah Parker
Tayasia Parker
Richard Park
Shreya Patel
Tara Pavone
Kerly Piedra
Leslie Piedra
Navaro Pinnock
Porsha Postell
Walter Pucha
Melina Ramos
Ashia Richardson-Epps
Mercedes Ridenhour
Melanie Rippy
Lexia Robinson
Michael Robles

Alana Rodriguez
Brittany Rossing
Jason Rouse
Stephanie Royster
Stephanie Sanchez
Bhupinder Singh
Kimberley Smith
Marissa South
Andrew Strausser
Diamond Stroman
Hugh Sutherland
Michael Tucker
Marco Vele
Kayvone Williams
Sean Willis
Zachary Wojnar
Jenai Woodberry
Jahneen Woodbury
Daniel Young
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2009 Scholarships and Awards
Alpha Kappa Alpha PI IOTA Omega Sorority, Chapter of White Plains $1,000 (3 were awarded)

College of New Rochelle, Academic Scholarship $56,000 ($14,000/year)

College of the Atlantic, Presidential Scholarship $48,000 ($12,000/year)

Coppin State University $60,000 ($15,000/year)
(2 were awarded)

Dartmouth College $72,000 ($18,000/year)

Dr. Calvin Martin Memorial Scholarship $10,000 (2 were awarded)

Drexel University, Scholar Scholarship $70,000 ($17,500/year)

Ferncliff Lodge $500

Gannon University, Leadership Scholarship $6,000 ($1,500/year)

Gannon University, Scholars Award $30,000 ($7,500/year)

George Washington University, Presidential Academic Scholarship $60,000 ($15,000/year)

Hartwick College $8,000 ($2,000/year)

Harvey Mudd College, Presidential Scholars Scholarship $38,222

Iona College Scholarship $44,000 ($11,000/year)

Jandon Foundation $10,000 (over 4 years)

La Salle University, Founders Scholarship $72,000 (over 4 years)

Laboratory Institute of Merchandising, Merit Scholarship $1,000

Manhattanville College, Prestigious President's Scholarship $9,500/yr

Monroe College, Trustee Scholarship $30,000 ($7,500/year)

Pace University, Incentive Academic Award $32,000 ($8,000/year)

Pomona College Scholarship $33,435

Seton Hall University Scholarship $50,000 ($12,500/year)

Simmons College, Dean’s Scholarship $15,000

Soka University of America $10,000

Stony Brook University, Presidential Scholarship $12,000 ($3,000/year)

Student Advocacy $3,000 ($750/year)

SUNY Albany, Presidential Scholar Merit Award $4,000

Syracuse University, Chancellor's Scholarship $32,000 ($8,000/year)

University of Akron, Academic Scholarship $24,000 ($6,000/year)

University of Akron, Advantage Gold Award Scholarship $40,000 ($10,000/year)

University of Bridgeport, Honor Scholarship $40,000 ($10,000/year)
(2 were awarded)

University of Kentucky, Full Athletic Scholarship $72,000 ($18,000/year)

University of Maryland $20,000 ($5,000/year)

University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Presidential Fellows Scholarship $40,000 ($10,000/year)

University of New Haven $24,000 (over 4 years)

University of New Haven, Academic Achievement Award $40,000

University of New Haven, Charger Award $6,000/year

University of Vermont, Combined Grants & Scholarships $25,547

Vassar College $32,474

Verizon Woman of the Future Award $2,000

Verizon Women of Telecommunications Award $3,000

Class of 2009
College
Acceptances
Adelphi University
Albany College of Pharmacy
Albany University
American University
Arizona State
Barnard College
Benedict College
Berkeley College
Boston University
Briarcliff College
Brown University
California State University -

Queens College
Sacramento
North Ridge
Los Angeles

Clark Atlanta University
CUNY -

Baruch College
Bronx Community

College
Brooklyn College
City College of Technology
Hostos Community College
Hunter College
John Jay College
Lehman College
York College

College of New Rochelle
College of the Atlantic
College of Staten Island
Coppin State University
Cornell University
Delaware State University
Drexel University
Farmingdale State College
Fordham University
Gannon University
George Washington University
Hartwick College
Harvey Mudd College
Howard University
Iona College
Johnson & Wales University
LaSalle University
Laboratory Institute of

Merchandising
Lincoln University
Long Island University
Manhattan College
Marist College
Medgar Evers College
Mercy College
Monroe College

Morgan State University
Mt. St. Vincent College
New York University
NYU Polytech
North Carolina Central University
Northeastern University
Old Dominion University
Pace University
Palm Beach Atlantic University
Penn State -

Hazleton
University Park

Pomona College
Rice University
Rider University
Simmons College
Smith College
Soka University of America
St. Augustine’s College
St. John’s University
St. Thomas Aquinas College
Seton Hall University
Stony Brook University
Sullivan County Community
College
Syracuse University
SUNY -

Albany
Binghamton
Buffalo
Cortland
Farmingdale
Morrisville
Old Westbury
Oswego
Stony Brook

The Culinary Institute of America
University of -

Akron
Bridgeport
California, Santa Barbara
Connecticut
Delaware
Kentucky
Maryland, Baltimore County
Maryland, College Park
Maryland, Eastern Shore
Miami
N. Carolina, Chapel Hill
New Haven
Sacramento
Vermont

Union College
Vassar College
Virginia State University
Washington College
Wells College
Wesleyan University
Westchester Community College
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� All That Jazz
About 30
teachers
attended
an after-
school
seminar
with jazz
musician
and

historian Fred Smith, who usually teach-
es young students about the history
of jazz, bebop and swing. But in
February, Smith applied the lessons of
performing professionally to those in the
profession of teaching. “We want our
new teachers to continue to expand
their knowledge of the practical side of
teaching,” said Schools Superintendent
Ronald L. Smalls. “When we saw Fred
Smith teach students, we realized that
he could also share his experience with
our teachers in an unconventional way,
but with a clear message. He was an
excellent fit.” Smith is a jazz musician
and businessman with over 40 years of
stage, recording and performing experi-
ence. He is a jazz historian, lecturer
and solo artist who has toured with the
top stage bands. As a performer he has
appeared on world stages from Lincoln
Center in New York to the Frankfurt
Opera House in Germany. Where did
Smith get his start? “I got this all from
teachers,” Smith said.

� Jamming with Mark Morganelli
The Woodlands High School instrumen-
tal music class got in a cool groove this
year as they jammed with jazz horn
man and historian Mark Morganelli in a
four-part series on modern music. Early
in the year, the music class learned
about modal jazz, a style that is gener-
ally attributed to Miles Davis. After the
class the Morganelli quartet, the Jazz
Forum All-Stars, joined by students, per-
formed in the school’s auditorium for a
Black History Month celebration.
Morganelli also did a session on
Brazilian jazz in March. In April,
Morganelli and the Woodlands Jazz
Ensemble did a presentation at the R. J.
Bailey School on the history of jazz. In
May, Woodlands presented an evening
of jazz featuring Mark, his musicians

and our students.
Morganelli, the Executive Director of Jazz
Forum Arts, is among Westchester’s
most prolific presenters, regularly staging
concerts in major halls, including the
Tarrytown Music Hall.

Woodlands High School students jam with Mark
Morganelli (center). The students are Nicole Brooks
(saxophone), Randy Gonazalez (trombone), Esteban
Rodriguez (trumpet) and Cameron Brown (part of
Morganelli’s group, bass).

� No Excuses Reading Festival
Illustrator Henry Fine was the guest of
honor for the evening during the “No
Excuses” Reading Festival on March 25
for Lee F. Jackson and Early Childhood
Program students. More than 80 students
and their parents participated in the festi-
val, which was sponsored by the PTA.
Teachers and administrators were also
present, along with Greenburgh Town
Supervisor Paul Feiner. The adults all read
to the children. Kindergartners and first
graders collected a colored plastic key for
each book they heard. They then took the
keys to open up special treasure boxes
that contained many gifts. Mr. Fine, who

Did You Know? has illustrated more than 15 books, also
read to the children. Studies show that
children learn to read faster if there is
an adult reading to them at an early
age. This festival emphasizes that there
is no excuse for NOT reading to the
children!

� RJB student recognized for
environmental awareness
Richard J. Bailey student Sofia Pardillo
was honored with the Chairman’s Youth
Recognition Award that recognizes
young people in Westchester who have
made a positive impact on their
community’s environment.
With its focus this year on the “Green
Theme,” the Youth Award honored
Westchester kids who have helped in
raising awareness to conserve and
protect our world and environment.
Teachers and community leaders submit-
ted recommendations for exceptional
students (18 & under) who had con-
tributed to either safeguarding or
improving their local environment by
participating in a recycling program,
getting involved in a neighborhood
beautification project or proposing a
climate change initiative at a school
science fair.
The award, presented by County Board
Chairman Bill Ryan, is co-sponsored by
the legislative Committees on Environ-
ment & Energy and Generational,
Cultural & Ethnic Diversity (GCED). It is
the first such award designed to recog-
nize youth achievement against the
backdrop of Earth Day and a growing
concern over the environment.

Paul Feiner reads to children.

From right: District 8 Legislator Lois Bronz (D,
WF-Greenburgh), honoree Sofia Pardillo and
Legislator Bernice Spreckman

Continued on page 9
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I am very proud that the community is behind
these efforts as evidenced by the passing of
the budget. We have the responsibility of
providing a sound education to all students
even in these difficult economic times. We
are thankful for your vote of confidence!
As President Obama has said, “The future
belongs to the nation that best educates its
citizens.”

I take pride in being Superintendent of the
Greenburgh Central School District #7.
Together, we have helped children succeed,
and together, we will continue to build on the
strengths of the schools and community in the
interest of the children.

Have a wonderful and restful summer. In addi-
tion to spending quality time as families enjoy-
ing the lazy days of summer, take advantage
of the Greenburgh Public Library that partners
with us by providing ample copies of the
books on our Summer Reading lists provided
by the schools. Reading is the key that opens
the door to learning. As the essential element
of academic success, please foster reading in
the minds and hearts of your youngsters.

I look forward to seeing you and the children,
relaxed and refreshed, in September.

Sincerely,

Ronald L. Smalls,
Superintendent of Schools

Dear District Parents...

Continued from page 8

Did You Know?
College, is an annual celebration of
art, those who support and those who
create it. Ms. Crabbe, a lyrical vocalist
who uses all of the colors in the musical
palette to deliver a performance that is
engaging and entertaining, won in the
Performing Artist category.
She also placed 3rd in the American
Traditions Competition, a part of the
Savannah (Georgia) International Music
Festival, and has also performed at
some of New York's finest cabarets and
jazz clubs including Madison Square
Garden, the Paramount Theater and
two recent showcases at Birdland, the
world famous jazz club.

� Woodlands Senior “Wiser”
thanks to Mentoring Program
Woodlands High School senior
Michelle Correa recently presented the
results of her WISE mentoring project.
Her topic was “Cosmetics: More than
Skin Deep, More than Another Pretty
Face.” As part of the project, she had
an opportunity to design and implement
her own self-directed project during
the last half of her senior year, earning
her valuable college credits. The
Woodlands Individualized Senior
Experience (WISE) is a program that
started in Woodlands High School in
1973 and is now in schools across
the country.

Continued from page 4
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� Dominique Forbes named
Outstanding Dancer
Congratulations to Dominique Forbes
who was named Outstanding Dancer at
the Metropolitan Awards ceremony at
the Paramount Center for the Arts in
Peekskill.
Five Woodlands High School students,
along with Greenburgh Central 7’s
dance teacher, Angela Reid, Director of
Arts Miriam Bernabei and the
Woodlands orchestra, were nominated
for Metropolitan Awards, based on their
roles in the school’s spring musical,
“42nd Street.” The awards honor the
best high school musicals from partici-
pating schools in three counties
(Westchester, Rockland and Bergen).
Woodlands HS was one of 40 schools
that participated in the competition that
began as the Helen Hayes High School
Theater Awards 11 years ago.
The awards ceremony took place on
June 8. Congrats to all the nominees
who had been named in six categories:
Stephanie Sanchez -
Best Vocal Performance
Elizabeth Sanchez -
Best Comic Performance
Dominique Forbes -
Best Dancer
Dominique Forbes and Shaunice
Alexander -
Technical Merit (Dance Captains)
Woodlands Orchestra -
Best Orchestra
Angela Reid and Miriam Bernabei -
Best Choreography

� Award for Choral Director
On May 7, 2009, the Arts Council of
Rockland announced that Shirley
Crabbe, choral director and general
music teacher at Woodlands Middle
School, was one of the winners of the
2009 County Executive Arts Awards.
The ceremony, held at the Cultural
Arts Center of Rockland Community Michelle Correa applies makeup.

Best Wishes to Retirees
Edward Pace Cleaner

HV – 18 years

Katie Barlas Science Teacher
WHS – 18 years

Dolores Cerulli Library Media Specialist
RJB – 22 years

Susan Golden Math Teacher
WHS – 23 years

Carol Harrington English Teacher
WHS – 18 years

Peter Vetere Teaching Assistant
WHS – 18 years
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A Chat with Matt Smith, the Athletic Director

Tennis Team Has Perfect Season, Matching
School Momentum
This has been a great year for Woodlands athletics with Matthew Smith at the helm. “We
have made a lot of strides this year,” he said. “Topping the list – the boys varsity tennis team
completed the season undefeated, with a perfect 10 - 0 record!” Following the tennis team's
amazing feat, the girls track team won the Outdoor League Championship with only five
girls competing.

It is all part of the revived excitement in athletics at Woodlands, and Mr. Smith looks forward
to using this momentum to increase participation and spirit even more next year.

The number of participants in all sports has increased, and the girls modified softball team
has 30 members. “It is a great cornerstone for the future of the sport here,” said Mr. Smith.
Besides that, there are three new teams: girls modified soccer, junior varsity volleyball and
girls junior varsity basketball.

There also have been some special basketball tournaments, including the girls Breast Cancer
Awareness Challenge and the alumni game. Additionally, the renowned wrestling tournament
has been restored.

The revitalized spirit is evident especially in the new Falcons Nest Booster Club, a parent
group that has cheered on the student athletes and supported them through the sale of
spiritwear. The Woodlands gymnasium has been refurbished and updated; the baseball and
softball fields have been reconditioned, and the trophy case is on proud display.

The athletic director reiterated the importance of good grades. “Academics are a priority, and
student athletes recognize they have to do well in class if they want to play and stay on
the team.”

Congratulations go to Sharlene Chisolm who joins Porsha Postell, Alexis Easterling and Lexia
Robinson; they all received substantial college scholarships in athletics this year.

Additionally, Mr. Smith is working on bringing coaches for his teams together through the
Theodore D. Young Center Community Center. There, coaches for both modified and varsity
sports can work together to support each other and help the student athletes transition more
easily from one school team to the next.

The District is proud of its student athletes, and cheers them all on!

It Was Odds Vs. Evens
At Greenburgh 7 Alumni
Basketball
Alumni from odd-number graduation years
took on alumni from even-number graduation
years during the Woodlands High School
Alumni Basketball Game that took place on
March 28. Sponsored by the Falcon’s Nest
Booster Club, which supports Woodlands
High School sports, the game was extremely
competitive until the fourth quarter. At that
time the odd years gained total control of the
game and secured the victory, but the even
years promised to be victorious next year.
“It was a great game,” said Matt Smith,
athletic director. “All participants had a
wonderful time seeing old acquaintances
and reminiscing.”

Service Above Self
Each month the Hartsdale Rotary recognizes a student for service above
self. This recognition is based on community involvement and leadership.
Congratulations to each Rotary Student of the Month:

Awa Nyambi Grade 6 October 2008
Alexandra Salas Grade 8 November 2008
Daniel Sypioe Grade 5 December 2008
Acacia Hines Grade 8 January 2009
Jennifer Ungar Grade 4 February 2009
Jackson Davis Grade 8 March 2009
Fanni Kozma Grade 6 April 2009
Carly Mannino Grade 7 June 2009

Woodlands’ first Alumni Basketball Classic was
held on March 28, 2009. The District is hoping to
make it a yearly event.
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Congratulations to All our 2009 Graduates….

. . . .from the youngest to the oldest!
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Seeking Success Stories
Are you a graduate ? Do you still live in the area? Have you made strides in your
career? If you feel you have a success story to tell, please let us know. We would
be happy to include it as part of a regular feature in this newsletter. To share your
story, simply contact Ivy Kraus, District Clerk, at 914-761-6000, ext. 3114 or
ikraus@greenburgh7.net.

Tenure Recipients
New York State mandates that teach-
ers and administrators who complete
a probationary period (usually of
three years) receive tenure. The 2009
tenure recipients are:

• Susan Blair
Teaching Assistant, ECP

• Deborah Caimares
Speech Pathologist, HV

• Dr. Robert L. Chakar, Jr.
Principal, WHS

• Andrea Coddett
Director, ECP

• Nancy Cornejo
Teaching Assistant, RJB

• Christine Lutz
Music Teacher, LFJ

• Maria Maldonado
Teaching Assistant, HV

• Kristy Rella English
Teacher, WHS

• Cesar Sanchez
Spanish Teacher, WMS

• Patricia Simone
Assistant Principal, WMS

• LaShaunne Smith
Teaching Assistant, LFJ

• Danielle Torres
Teaching Assistant, ECP

• Kiana Washington
English Teacher, WHS

• Sam Washington
Science Teacher, WHS

2008-2009 Donations
• Harry Phillips III donated $12,796 for the purchase of four SmartBoards for use by

R.J. Bailey School.
• David Platti, Class of ’78, donated $1,000 and 25 golf windbreakers to the Woodlands

athletic program.
• David Glass, a Hartsdale resident, donated a Weber Baby

Grand piano to the District for use in the foyer of the Warburg
Mansion. His mother and father purchased the piano when they
married in the 1940s, and his mother, Gertrude, played the
piano until she passed away last year. A plaque has been
affixed to the piano in memory of Gertrude Glass. David Glass’
son, Andrew, is a 1999 Woodlands High School graduate.

• The Hartsdale Rotary donated school supplies that included
erasers, spiral notebooks, pencils, pens, crayons, glue, loose
leaf paper and compasses.

• Paul Kerlee donated 14 ethnic instruments for display at
Highview School, and Handcraft Cabinetry, Inc. donated a
display cabinet for use by Highview School.

• Henry Allen Educational & Learning Foundation donated 100 tickets to the 5th Annual Charity
Basketball event held on Nov. 24 at Purchase College for use by R.J. Bailey School students
and their families.

The Alumni Directory is scheduled to

be released this summer.

For information on getting a copy, call

the publisher, Harris Connect, at

1-800-877- 6554.


