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From the Board of Education
Dear Residents:
We hope that you had a pleasant holiday season, and that the new year has begun in a
positive way for each of you.
As we move through the school year, the winter months mark a midpoint, and we can look
back at our students’ achievements during the first half of the year with pride. This newsletter
is a reflection of the work done by both students and staff, and you will see that this issue, in
particular, spotlights many of the achievements of our Woodlands High School students.
From the county-wide Moot Court competition in which our school won first place to the
amazing performance of our musicians and cheerleaders on the Brooklyn Bridge, we can
certainly say, Kudos to Woodlands!
Of course, many good things are happening elsewhere in the District as well, including
Highview’s IB accreditation. The staff worked very hard to complete the process, but all the
meetings and collaboration have paid off, and Highview now joins Woodlands Middle
School as an authorized IB school.
We also look forward to the spring musical production in March, which is always a
resounding success. This year, it is “The Sound of Music,” and the tickets are sure to go fast,
so get yours soon.
Lastly, but never least, under the direction of Athletic Director Matt Smith, our sports teams are
thriving, and the Falcons Nest Booster Club is there to support our student-athletes through
many events. If you can, please support our students by attending a game.
Currently, the Board of Education and administration are working collaboratively in developing
the 2010 -2011 budget seeking input from staff, the PTA and community members. We
realize that we are in hard economic times and are doing our best to keep the taxes down.
With input and assistance from all stakeholders – staff, parents and residents alike – we can
overcome the financial crisis.
We are looking at ways to reduce costs, analyzing various areas to determine what can be
streamlined and done more efficiently in order to minimize the tax burden without reducing
the quality education our children deserve. A series of workshops, kicked off on Feb. 4, have
been scheduled in order to discuss the budget development process with the public.
We hope you can attend at least one session.
We look forward to the rest of the year and an early spring.
Sincerely,
Lloyd Newland
President

Dear District Parents,
Guardians, Community
Members and Friends,
I extend a belated Happy New Year to you
and your families. I wish you health, happi-
ness and the achievement of your goals in the
months ahead.

In returning to the 2009 -2010 school year,
which is about midway through, I have inspir-
ing news for you regarding student progress
through the Strategic Plan, which will be
reflected on the GC7 New York State Report
Card, as soon as SED allows districts to
publish results. (The information is still under
embargo and cannot be shared until SED lifts
the embargo.)

We are proud of our student accomplish-
ments, to date. Our focus is on maintaining
this growth and continuing to make gains
in areas where there remains room for
improvement.

Increased student achievement remains at the
center of all of our work. As a team – you,
the interested partners, and we, the adminis-
trators, teachers and staff – will continue to
make meaningful strides for all students.

The professional development process is in
place. Curriculum mapping and alignment to
New York State Standards ensures a coordi-
nated Pre-K – 12 program. A new reading
series (K-6) by MacMillan–McGraw called
“Treasures” provides a scope and sequence
for teachers to follow as they plan meaningful
instruction for students. The curriculum coordi-
nators and principals are supportive of teach-
ers’ efforts and supply support to maximize
time-on-task and differentiating instruction.
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Woodlands High School Team Takes Top Spot in
County-wide ‘Moot Court’ Competition
The Woodlands High School team of Chardae Varlack and Meg Graves won
first place in the Donald M. Silverman Moot Court Competition sponsored by
the Westchester County Human Rights Commission. Thirty-four teams from
13 Westchester high schools including Ardsley, Harrison and Rye Neck took
part in the county-wide contest.

The Moot Court Competition was held on
Nov. 19 and 20 at the Supreme Court of
Westchester County in White Plains. In the
competition, the schools argue a fictional
court case against each other by drawing on
relevant precedents such as previous court
cases. The winning school team and the best
oral advocate receive awards.

This fall was the first time ever that
Woodlands High School students and their
teacher Valerie Aubry took part in the
competition. Ms. Aubry is the Moot Court
Competition Coach. The competition consist-
ed of two phases. First, some 44 Woodlands
students in Ms. Aubry’s two criminal justice
classes together wrote a legal brief represent-
ing one party in the case. Second, Ms. Aubry
selected and coached six criminal justice stu-
dents to compete in the oral argument phase
of the competition before actual Westchester
attorneys and judges at the Supreme Court
of Westchester County in White Plains. The
six students – Elsie Deer and Damon Bagby,
Jonathan Campozano and Joel Pederigan,
and Chardae Varlack and Meg Graves –
formed three student attorney teams who
competed against teams from other
Westchester high schools.

The results were outstanding! Not only did the
WHS team of Varlack and Graves win first
place in the competition but Chardae Varlack
also won the best oral advocate award. The
four other contestants who also represented
Woodlands – Elsie, Damon, Jonathan, and
Joel – received praise for their professionalism
and preparation from the judges before
whom they argued. The legal brief written by
Woodlands criminal justice students won
second place for best brief written on the
Respondents’ side.

Ms. Aubry was extremely proud of her
students. “As a teacher and coach, it was
fulfilling to guide my students up to the
mountaintop to see their promised selves and
realize their potential,” she said. “All those

who struggled to master this legal challenge –
despite their fears and doubts – were amply
rewarded with increased self-confidence, a
deeper understanding of the law and legal
profession, and a great sense of accomplish-
ment.”

On the first day, each Woodlands team
argued one side of the case in a first round
and the other side of the case in a second
round, both times against competing teams.
Four out of 34 teams receiving the
highest scores from judges were selected as
semi-finalists for a second day of oral debate,
including Woodlands’ team of Chardae
Varlack and Meg Graves. On the second
day, Chardae and Meg argued two rounds in
the morning (one for each side) and a third
finalists’ round against Arsdley High School’s
student attorney team.
After two days of this rigorous oral debate,
actual Westchester judges gave the
highest score and Championship Award to
Chardae and Meg for the best oral arguments
and presentations. Chardae also won first

prize among 68 student attorneys for the Out-
standing Oral Advocate of the competition.
The judges pointed out that the fictional case
Woodlands students argued is based on real
cases that pose some of the most challenging
constitutional and legal issues they face as
judges today. They said this case would pose
a serious challenge to the most seasoned
attorneys – and yet Woodlands students mas-

tered that chal-
lenge, learning
to draw on
some 22 legal
sources to
develop many
legal argu-
ments from
both sides of
the case.
Among other
feats, Meg
and Chardae
impressed the
judges by
their ability to
answer any
legal question
that the judges

could ask by recognizing which legal
arguments and cases best applied to the
judges’ questions.
“We are very proud of these students,”

Woodlands High School Principal Ronald
Ross said. “Their participation and victory in
this tough county competition exemplifies
the caliber of the hard-working and dedicated
students of Woodlands High School.
I congratulate them.”
Meg and Chardae received their awards
at the Commission's annual Human Rights
Breakfast held in December at the Crowne
Plaza in White Plains.
The breakfast was attended by Superintendent
Ronald Smalls, Principal Ron Ross, Dean of
Students Damon Yizar, Criminal Justice
Teacher Valerie Aubry and five Woodlands
students. At the event, Woodlands students
were photographed with members of the
Commission, former County Executive Andy
Spano, and State Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins who congratulated them and gave
them their certificates and trophies. Meg and
Chardae also won financial awards of $250
and $500, respectively.

Chardae Varlack (l.) and Meg Graves with
breakfast attendees. Photo by Barry Mason
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Woodlands Comes Out a Winner in Jets Bet and
Marches on Brooklyn Bridge
It was a cold day in January, but you wouldn’t have known it from the
crowd that turned out to see radio host Craig Carton walk across the
Brooklyn Bridge in his bathing suit with the Woodlands Marching Band
and cheerleaders leading the way.

Hundreds turned
out for the event
on Jan. 8 that was
the result of a
serendipitous
on-air connection
forged by
Woodlands High
School Principal
Ron Ross. He was
listening the morn-
ing that Craig
Carton lost his bet
to Boomer Esiason
that the Jets
wouldn’t make the playoffs, and plans for the
march started to materialize. Principal Ross
had to dial 10 to 15 times to get through, but
he was tenacious, and it paid off.
Mr. Ross, a lifelong Jets fan, convinced the
radio hosts that the Woodlands Marching
Band, with its green and white colors, was a
perfect partner for the occasion.
The march could not have been better. “For
those who were there, it was just one of the
best days,” said the principal. “I am so proud
of our students. The Brooklyn Bridge is a New
York landmark, so it was quite an occasion.
They performed well, and received many
compliments from the crowd. This is something
they will remember for the rest of their lives.”
Iantheia Calhoun, band director, agreed.

“I think this event is going to stay in the minds

Cheers for Woodlands Cheerleaders!
The WHS Cheerleaders have a lot to cheer about this year, with so many
exciting activities taking place, including the recent performance on the
Brooklyn Bridge.
Approximately 20 girls are on
the squad, and Ashley Fisher is
their coach. “They worked very
hard every week to make new
routines for halftime to wow our
spectators,” said Ms. Fisher. The
trip to the Brooklyn Bridge was a
great morale booster. “The girls
worked together as a team and
it made them all closer. It was a
once in a lifetime opportunity
getting interviewed by local
news stations. We made memo-
ries to last forever."
The group practices four days a
week to get ready for competi-
tions. They will finish up their
season with a competition on March 13 at Walton High School in the Bronx.
“In this, the program’s first season, we have lots to be cheering about,” said Ms. Fisher. “The
girls are all proud to be a part of the Woodlands new spirit. They look forward to going to
sleep-away cheer camp in the summer as well as starting up again for the next school year.”

Woodlands High School starts the march.

Band director Iantheia Calhoun leads the marching
band and hundreds of Jets fans across the bridge.

Woodlands Principal Ronald Ross was interviewed
by Channel 5, which was among the news media
that covered the event.

WFAN radio personality Craig Carton (in a bathing suit and
waving) joins the marching band and cheerleaders in City Hall
Park in Manhattan, where the march concluded.

of our children until they have their own! My
kids made me very proud, especially since
this march was with such short notice. Now
we know the sky is the limit!”
Jets fans and Woodlands students took part
in the march that began at Cadman Plaza in
Brooklyn and ended at City Hall in
Manhattan.
The 41-member Woodlands High School
Band, accompanied by the high school’s
cheerleading team, played everything from
“The Star- Spangled Banner,” the theme from
“Rocky” and the school song “No Mountain
High Enough.”
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student activities, Charles Fritz, the students decided
to collect water. Eighth graders Siliane Pierette and
Chantalis Romana coordinated the effort throughout
the school and more than 10 cases of water were
collected for the Haitian Memorial Foundation, head-
quartered in Yonkers, which transported it to Haiti.

In December, we had a special assembly during
which the Chief Park Ranger from the African Burial
Ground and National Monument in lower Manhattan
came to speak. He explained the historical
significance of the role of African Americans in the
establishment and the building of Manhattan from the
earliest settlements and how the historical detail has
been pieced together to paint a very different and
much more important picture of African Americans in
the early growth of Manhattan. We are looking for-
ward to visiting the newly designed burial ground and
national monument when it opens later this year.

One of the field trips we have already taken (as part
of the interdisciplinary IB curriculum) was a visit to the
American Museum of Natural History in November.
Students toured, making observations and connections
between budding civilizations and their interactions
with the environment. The connections are used in
developing strategies for dealing with our climate
change challenges.

Lastly, as part of the vision that “it takes a village…”
the Theodore D. Young Community Center presented
its annual awards to outstanding students, athletes,
teachers, and coaches on Super Bowl Sunday.
On behalf of WMS, the following awards
were made:
7th Grade
• Most Improved Edem Demanya
• Citizenship Jessica Nurse
• Top Student Frank Aguilar
8th Grade
• Most Improved Jamalah Blackman
• Citizenship Siliane Pierette and

Chantalis Romana
• Top Student Carly Mannino

Michael Chambless

Richard J. Bailey School
Each time I stop to share a few
reflections for this newsletter, I
am always impressed to realize
how very hard our students
and teachers are working, and
how much everyone is
accomplishing. Our teachers
are integrating a brand new
ELA reading series into our

classrooms with the support of our Humanities
Coordinator Margie O’Brien. The program provides
SmartBoard applications and better enables teach-
ers to differentiate instruction and meet the increas-
ing expectations of our information-driven society.

Each week RJ Bailey students write an essay on a
relevant topic prepared by a different staff member
in our school. Since September, thousands of essays
have been written and more than 100 students have
read their essays to the whole school over the PA or
at assemblies. At our January assembly, a tribute to
Dr Martin Luther King, Jr., students shared their writ-
ings. Fifth grader Athena Scott read her work, “I
thank my ancestors because their dreams helped us
today. Our past leaders, Dr Martin Luther King,
Malcolm X, and Medgar Evers changed the rights
they never lived to see.”

The winter has been highly eventful at RJ Bailey.
Quinton Aaron, the star of the new movie, “The
Blind Side,” spoke at our December assembly and
shared his inspirational personal story about his hard
climb to the top. Our winter concerts celebrated the
exceptional music and dance talent of our students.
Our town officials provided an insight into local
government and civics as they held a swearing-in
ceremony for their offices on our school stage assist-
ed by student government officers. The presentations
of the 4th grade IB projects drew a large public
audience and demonstrated excellent effort and
impressive results.

As news of the tragic Haitian earthquake reached
us, our students rallied to assist. Our student govern-
ment donated $400 to the Haiti relief effort, and
each grade collected needed items to send to the
Haitian people to help in their long recovery
process. Currently, and throughout the year, every
class is focusing on preparation for the year-end
state assessments so that each student is capable of
confidently demonstrating his and her highest ability.

Marguerite Clarkson

From the
Desks of the
Principals

Continued on page 5

Woodlands High School
I couldn’t be happier with the
way this school year is progress-
ing. Staff and students are
coming together and coalescing
around making this the best
school in the county. Every day
is an opportunity for our students
to excel.

The most spirited day was undoubtedly Jan. 8 when
the Marching Band played and marched across the
Brooklyn Bridge with Craig Carton in his bathing
suit! For those students, it was a day they will long
remember. They were thrilled, excited, and it was
an excellent performance. I feel privileged to have
been there with them. By the end of the day, they
were exhausted, but they were very happy.

Some of the other highlights include the Moot Court
Competition that is coached here by criminal justice
teacher Valerie Aubry. Out of 13 Westchester high
schools that took part in the county-wide contest, the
WHS team of Chardae Varlack and Meg Graves
took first place. Other students were recognized too
(see story p. 2). It was especially outstanding since
this was the first year we participated in this
program. My congratulations to Ms. Aubry and all
the students who participated – from start to finish.
It was quite a day.

In something of a spinoff on that, we had another
court case enacted here in school (see p.8).
The “in-house” event was a staged supreme court
argument between our senior class, led by social
studies teacher Kevin Butler, and members of the
junior class, which I led. The case argued was the
actual supreme court case of Texas vs. Johnson,
which was about flag burning. It was videotaped,
so you can watch it on our cable channel.

Our winter concerts were fabulous, and the drama,
“The Untold Story of Emmett Louis Till,” was so well
received that the students had to add performances
(See “Did You Know”). Now, we look forward to
the second half of the school year and all the
promise that spring holds.

Ronald O. Ross

Woodlands Middle School
I am so proud of our students
who are very global in their
awareness and quick to serve
whenever they can. For
instance, the day after the earth-
quake hit Haiti, concerned
WMS students responded to the
Haitian crisis and asked their

teachers for ways in which they could help the
Haitian people. Working with the WMS director of
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Highview School
For Highview School there is no
better way to welcome in the
New Year than by announcing
that Highview has joined
Woodlands Middle School in
being authorized as an IB
school. We are excited and
thrilled that the International
Baccalaureate Organization

will be granting us accreditation. It is important to
note that this recognition is the result of a school-
wide effort during which everyone worked together
to make it happen, and I thank each and every one
of our staff members. The teachers completed the
planners that connect the IB standards and New
York State standards. It was only with their dedica-
tion and hours of hard work that we became author-
ized. I am so proud of the entire Highview staff!

The International Baccalaureate Primary Years
Programme is not new to us; Highview had complet-
ed five years in the candidacy phase before we
received the great news. Special thanks to second-
grade teacher Shqype Rraci who has been IB coor-
dinator (she initially shared this position with second
grade teacher, Rosemarie Barone). She has been
tenacious in her drive to receive the accreditation.
“This was an accomplishment!” said Ms. Rraci.
“It reflects the work done by the whole school. IB is
recognized worldwide, and we are one of a few
schools in Westchester County to achieve IB status.
As with any goal you set and strive to reach, when
you get there, it is a great feeling!” Special thanks
also to Director of Arts Miriam Bernabei, who
assisted whenever she was called upon.

The IB is not a program; it is a philosophy that
drives our instruction. Our students receive an all-
inclusive education that directs their academics as
well as concentrates on areas such as character

traits and global awareness. There is a celebration
being planned in the spring to acknowledge the great
job done by everyone in our school. Details will be
forthcoming. I can’t wait!

Gary Mastrangelo

Lee F. Jackson School
At the Lee F. Jackson School,
everyone has been working hard
toward the goal of IB authoriza-
tion. We are in our fifth year of
the International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Programme and
have aligned our curriculum to
meet the stringent requirement of
the IB program. Based on the rec-

ommendations of the IB team, we have made revi-
sions to our program as needed and hope to achieve
IB authorization by year's end.

Many of our activities support the IB program, includ-
ing the Peace Person Celebration, a community
service project held on Jan. 15 that honored Martin
Luther King, Jr. This was a fabulous event, during
which the first graders read to the kindergarten
students, tying two units of study together – “People
Helping People: Interdependence” (kindergarten) and
“The Planet Peacefully: Peace Makers” (first grade).
Everyone from Central Office was here, from
Superintendent Ronald Smalls to the coordinators, and
the activity offered the students the opportunity to
Choose, Act and Reflect, all IB themes. Reading is
so important, which is why the District implemented
“Treasures,” a new reading series, from which the
students chose the stories they would read. The
kindergartners were thrilled to be with the first graders,
who modeled good reading.

In December, the second of our Read Around the
World evenings brought parent volunteers together
with students to read and celebrate different cultures.
The multicultural celebration also supports our IB goal.
This evening features folktales from different heritages,
and this time, the focus was African Heritage. We
thank our librarian Heather Pullem who coordinated
the evening’s activities.

At LFJ, we continue working toward student success,
and the articulation efforts made between buildings
continues to strengthen. Through screening tools like
Brigance and Developmental Reading Assessment
(DRA), we can identify where students need help.
Through informed instruction based on those results,
we can ensure success for all students.

Finally, thanks once again to our PTA. We now have
233 members! They support the school 150%, and it
doesn’t get any better than that!

Patricia Simone

Early Childhood Program
The last few months have been
busier than ever at ECP with
students making strides in the
thematic units of study using the
Creative Curriculum for
Preschool (CCP). Everyone was
very excited in the fall as the
NovemBEAR program encour-
aged students to Be Excited

About Reading. It was a joy to see the youngest of
our District’s students come to school with their teddy
bears and stuffed animals, and even more reward-
ing to see them share the new love of reading with
their little friends. The month-long program utilized
weekly readers that supported the theme “Harvest”
in keeping with CCP guidelines. NovemBEAR was
kicked off with the support of our Humanities
Coordinator Margie O’Brien, and teachers focused
their classroom activities around the selected book.

November also saw ECP very involved with the
food drive that allowed needy community families
to enjoy a holiday celebration in their own homes.
The drive lasted two weeks and provided
Thanksgiving dinners for 20 families, but it was
much more than that: It was also a way for our
students to share with the community, a character
trait that is stressed year-round by the CCP program.
The students, teachers, administrators, secretaries
and parents brought in cans and boxes of food;
Costco and Stew Leonard’s contributed as well. The
good will that was created is sure to last all year.

ECP also joined the District math initiative on Feb.
12 celebrating the 100th day of school with
math activities that allowed hands-on learning. The
event was coordinated by District Math, Science,
and Technology Coordinator Irina Kanatayev who
made counting to 100 an exciting experience for
the students.

Looking ahead, we continue with staff development
opportunities that focus on learning through the use
of studies. Teachers themselves learned a variety
of teaching strategies to help students tap into their
pre-existing experiences. By connecting their
experiences to the study being investigated, they
truly absorb the lessons. For example, in learning
about wheels (as a study), our students observed
the tires on the cars around them. They also took a
trip to the Mavis Tire warehouse in Pleasantville,
where they toured the property and saw tires
(wheels) of all sizes, and learned how tires are
used. We will continue to study through the use of
themes, but the use of studies allows for more
in-depth learning.

Dawn Male

�

At Highview students and their families recently donat-
ed dozens of items to help the victims of the Haiti earth-
quake. Principal Gary Mastrangelo, physical education
teacher Jeff Caulfield and custodian Jason Davis, with
an assist from some second graders, collected all the
items and loaded them onto Mastrangelo's minivan and
Caulfield's pick-up truck, which took them to the Afya
Foundation of America in Yonkers, a not-for-profit
organization that depends on the supportive contribu-
tions of their local-to-global community.
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From the Assistant
Superintendent for
Business
As you may recall from statements I made
last fall, it is important that our District
taxpayers are aware that the Board of
Education and the administration have been
diligent in our fiscal responsibilities and
oversight. We have engaged in a trans-
portation study that is expected to save
the District a significant amount of money
in the coming years. Our reserves and fund
balance are strong, and the District has
virtually no debt service. But as I also have
stated, our District faces difficult fiscal
challenges that include mounting tax certio-
rari liabilities, increased expenses and
reduced revenues. However, we are not
alone in this fiscal crisis; every school
district in Westchester County and New
York State is struggling with the same issues.
Amid this financial crisis, we are working
to develop a budget for the 2010-2011
fiscal year that meets the instructional needs
of our students while meeting the responsi-
bilities we have to our taxpayers. In March
we will conduct a series of budget
workshops. These workshops will cover
the major components of our school district
budget: Transportation, Arts & Athletics,
Special Education, and Staffing &
Instruction. The dates and locations are in
the adjoining box. We strongly
encourage community participation.
Because of the extraordinary fiscal situation
we are in, it is imperative that we renew
our focus to having a transparent and
thorough budget process. I will be going
out into the community to communicate this
budget as well as using the Internet and
expanded mailings to provide our tax pay-
ers with budget information. I encourage
the Greenburgh 7 community to participate
in this process. Information on budget meet-
ings and the budget process will be updat-
ed continually on our District’s website.
Sincerely,

Frank Ferraro
Assistant Superintendent for Business

6

Budget Workshop Presentation Schedule
All meetings begin at 7 p.m. and will end at approximately 8:30 p.m.
Meetings are open to the public – everyone is encouraged to attend.

Date Budget Topic Location

March 3 Transportation Administration Building Board Room

March 10 Athletics & Arts Woodlands High School WISE Room

March 17 Special Education Lee F. Jackson School Cafeteria

March 22 Staffing & Instruction Highview School Multi-purpose Room

Running for School Board
Any resident who wishes to run for School Board and meets the legal quali-
fications can submit a nominating petition available in the District Clerk’s
Office. The deadline for filing a nominating petition is 5 p.m. on Monday,
April 19, 2010, in the District Clerk’s Office. For additional information,
please contact the District Clerk at 914-761-6000, ext. 3114.

As per NYS Education Law, legal qualifications to serve on the Board of Education are:
• Must be able to read and write.
• Must be a qualified voter of the District.
• Must be a resident of the District at least one year prior to the election.
• Must be the only member of his/her family on such school board.
• Must not be an employee of such school board.
• Must not simultaneously hold another incompatible public office.
• Must not have been removed from another school district office within one year of election.

Dear Parents:
The economic recession has caused schools throughout the nation to make many painful
choices. Woodlands High School cannot escape the economic realities of state budget cuts
and lower aid to our school district. As a consequence the Board of Education has decided
to eliminate summer school for 2010 as a cost-saving measure.
This means that if your child(ren) is to attend summer school, he or she will have to attend a
summer school that is in session, out of the school district. All costs for tuition and transporta-
tion will be solely your responsibility.
I urge you to encourage your child(ren) to be diligent in class attendance and completion
of all class and homework assignments. At this time it is still possible for your child(ren)
to succeed in all their classes. We provide many opportunities during and after school to
ensure the success of each student. I encourage you to contact your child’s guidance
counselor to assess his or her current status. Please review the report card and make sure
there is time each evening for homework and study.
Let’s make sure we all do everything possible to ensure the academic success of your
child(ren). When home and school work together, we increase the likelihood of academic
success for our students. We are here to support your child’s progress at all times.
Sincerely,
Ronald O. Ross, Principal
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PTA Council, the keystone that connects our school PTAs
In Greenburgh, the Parent-Teacher Association is growing stronger with
more members every day. Thanks go to all the volunteers who help with all
the PTA functions and activities that support our children.
Claudia Longolius, PTA Council president, talks to us about the PTA Council.

“Education can only be successful if there is a
partnership among parents, students, teachers,
administrators, and the Board of Education,”
said Ms. Longolius. “All have different roles
but a common goal: To provide the best possi-
ble education for our students.” Here, she
explains the role and goals of the PTA Council
in our schools.
Q. What is the PTA Council?
A. The PTA Council is the keystone that con-
nects the District’s building PTAs.
The Council is composed of representatives
from all building PTAs and SEPTA (Special
Education PTA), central administrator(s), BOE
members (liaisons), and a teachers’ union
representative.
Q. What is the purpose of the PTA Council?
A. It serves as:

� Connector between building PTAs and
SEPTA (Special Education PTA) in GC7,

� Connector between PTAs and
administration,

� Organizer of district-wide events.

Q. What are the goals of the PTA Council?
A. We hope to:

� Improve communication (between PTAs,
administration and other community
groups),

� Centralize efforts to optimize limited
resources,

� Increase parental involvement,
� Improve perception of GC7, particularly

through the “Pride-campaign” (we
developed a window decal last year),

� Provide guidance for PTA officers
regarding PTA affairs (internal, paper-
work, deadlines, etc.).

Q. Can you tell us about some of the
events it hosts?

A. There were two major district-wide events
thus far this year:

� The Financial summit took place on Oct.
15 in the Woodlands High School
cafeteria. The aim was to provide
financial education in different areas of
finances (beyond the scope of college

financial aid). Panelists included a local
bank representative (Webster Bank),
WHS guidance counselor, WHS alum,
WHS teacher, a representative from
College Careers (non-profit organization
for disadvantaged students) and the
Assistant Superintendent for Business.
There was a short introduction of each
panelist followed by a question-and-
answer period from the audience. The
event was moderated by Dr. Stefan
Longolius (father of a 10th grade
student). Approximately 40 attended the
event that was videotaped. This was the
second event of this kind (the first was
held in March 2009).

� The Principals Panel, an informative meet
and greet, was held on Nov. 10 at
Highview. Approximately 80 people
and all principals attended the event.
The principals participated in a panel
format after a short introduction, with the
focus mainly on the District Strategic
Plan. Kaye Jackson, PTA council vice-
president, served as moderator; she is
the mother of a kindergartener and a
middle school student. Dinner was
served after the event. Both child care
and a Spanish translator were available.

A Word from the Greenburgh Central 7 Educational Foundation
The Greenburgh Central 7 Educational Foundation continues to strive to support the education of the children
of our District. This past year, the organization donated more than $4,500 to the District in the way of
grants to several schools. The Greenburgh Educational Foundation is always thankful for the support received
from the community and to acknowledge them, we hosted a wine and cheese cocktail party for all our
contributors and grant winners for the past 10 years. This event was a success, and it was wonderful to see
and speak to all the attending friends of the Foundation.
The group also has broadened our attempts to educate the community in regards to our presence.
Now, our group is included in the alumni register as well as in the school calendar. New member Kanika
Morgan is an alumnus of the District, and new member Joseph Longo also is very active in the District.
The addition of these new members brings the promise of new ideas and fundraising events that are quite
exciting. We thank you for your past and continued support and friendship on our 12th anniversary of
serving the children of Greenburgh Central 7.
Finally, the creation of a Greenburgh Central 7 Educational Foundation website connected to the District
website continues to be one of our projects, and it is coming closer to fruition.
Sincerely,

Michele Figueroa, President, Greenburgh Central 7 Educational Foundation

Save the Date
The PTA Candidates’
Night will be held
on May 6 at
Woodlands High
School.
Residents are
invited to take part
in the evening,
which will give
the candidates an
opportunity to
provide their
vision and goals
for the District.
Typically, the
evening format
includes a Q&A
with a moderator.
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� Woodlands High School students, under
the direction of drama consultant Nicco
Annan, presented “The Untold Story of
Emmett Louis Till” for
the first time in
December in
Woodlands Little
Theater. The murder of
Emmett Till is often
noted as one of the
events leading up to
the formation of the
American Civil Rights
Movement. The play
tells the story of 15-
year-old Emmett Till,
an African-American
teenager from
Chicago who was brutally murdered in
the South in the 1950’s for an alleged
indiscretion. The play was so well
received that it was reprised in January
and February.

� The following Woodlands High School
students have been selected to be mem-
bers of the 2010 WCSMA High School
All-County Jazz Ensemble: Kareem Glover
–trumpet; Randy Gonzalez – trombone;
Esteban Rodriguez – trumpet; Karl
Habana – piano; Kirk Habana - tenor
saxophone; Justin Rivera - alto saxophone.
Congratulations!

Did You Know?

� Claire Cronin, art teacher at R.J. Bailey
School, and David Propp, science teacher
at Highview School, took part in a January
workshop at ArtsWestchester titled, “The
Green Classroom: Solar Energy.” The work-
shop focused on solar energy and how
teachers could integrate current knowledge
of solar energy and science concepts into
their teaching artist residency. Ms. Cronin
discussed creating successful science
curriculum-integrated art residencies; Mr.
Propp shared his experiences of working

on art and science projects such as build-
ing solar cars with fifth-grade students.
The teachers were part of a panel that
brought together science and art educa-
tors with a solar energy consultant to
brainstorm on how to integrate the two
disciplines.

� The spirit of caring thrives at R.J. Bailey
School, where students are always
involved in supporting community causes.
For the holidays, the students collected
and donated 463 new toys for needy
children in the community as part of the
school’s annual toy drive. They were
given to the Greenburgh Community
Action Program at the Theodore D. Young
Community Center, which distributed them
to families.

� Two Woodlands students have been hon-
ored for their performance on the soccer
field: Junior Jennifer Gomez, midfielder,
made All-League, and 2nd team All-
Section, and Shayenne Powell, an eighth
grader, made All-League and 1st team
All-Section. Shayenne was also voted
MVP of the year by the Section 1 Girls
Soccer Coaches Association. Both boys
and girls soccer teams made it into
Sectional Playoffs.

� Septival Bolt, girls soccer varsity program
coach, was named Coach of the Year.

Student Artwork in
Spring Show at
Greenburgh
Public Library
GC7 student artwork
will be on display in the
Greenburgh Public Library from
April 6 through April 30.
The exhibit will comprise approxi-
mately 60 pieces with work from
students in grades K through 12.
We will celebrate the opening of
the exhibit at the library on
Tuesday, April 6, from 7 - 8 p.m.
Light refreshments will be
provided. All are welcome.

Woodlands stages the case, Texas vs. Johnson
In this event – a staged Supreme Court argument, students and teachers
argued the case, Texas vs. Johnson, which was about flag burning.
Both sides made opening statements, fielded questions and made rebuttal
arguments. The student audience participated through a vote and asked
questions of the participants. “The experience of making a structured
and adversarial argument before an audience really makes students
‘think on their feet,’ a valuable skill even for those not considering a
career in law,” said English teacher John MacLean. Woodlands students
and teachers played different roles:

• Judge: John MacLean.

• Defense: Principal Ron Ross, and junior students, Chardae Verlack, Meg Graves, and
Geneva Berra.

• Prosecution (State of Texas): Kevin Butler, social studies teacher, and senior students
Charese Scott-Cooper, Thomas Aponte, and Sharifa Oliver.

The original case was decided for the defendant 5-4, declaring the Texas law against flag
burning unconstitutional.

A scene from the play
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This year, the musical pro-
duction, “The Dragon’s
Problem,” was a huge suc-
cess with her 23 students
taking center stage in a
December assembly
enjoyed by the entire
school. The play, which was
written by Mrs. Galdau,
with Mr. Peter Roberts as
musical director, delivered a
message of tolerance and
compassion.
“It is a huge endeavor,” said
Mrs. Galdau, “but it is so worth it.” That’s why
she has been doing plays like this for 25
years. “There are so many academic skills –
including reading – that improve through
this production.”
“Every year I am impressed with the finished
product, and this year was no exception,”
said Principal Gary Mastrangelo. “The stu-
dents enter Mrs. Galdau’s second-grade class
in September as 6 and 7 year-olds, and grow
through the year to prove that with hard work
and inspiration, you can achieve anything you
set your mind to.”
The play, which is based loosely on fairy
tales, was an 18-minute long production in
which the students sang, danced and per-
formed. The play casts Savannah Herbert as
the protagonist, a dragon who is misunder-
stood by the villagers. This dragon is a kind-

‘The Dragon’s Problem’ Seeks Solutions: Original Musical
Brought to You by Mrs. Galdau and Her Class
Most people in our District know that Mrs. Valerie Galdau is a second-grade
teacher at Highview School, but do you know that she is also the director
of an annual theatrical production in which her students are the stars?

hearted creature, not the stereotypical fire-
breathing monster. Eventually, the villagers are
convinced, and as expected in any fairy tale,
everyone lives happily ever after.
The class starts working on the play in
September, and everyone in the class has a
role, no matter how small. This year, the songs
that were used in the play were: “Comedy
Tonight” (from the Broadway musical “A Funny
Thing Happened On the Way to the Forum”),
“Dear Hearts and Gentle People,” sung in the

The Halls Are Alive. . .
with ‘The Sound of Music’
Save the date and start humming. “The
Sound of Music,” this spring’s musical pro-
duction, is set for March 18, 19 and 20,
with all performances beginning at 7:30
p.m. More than 50 students are actively
involved in the show, either on stage or
behind the scenes. English teacher John
MacLean directs the Rodgers and
Hammerstein classic that tells the story of
the von Trapp Family. Shirley Crabbe is
the musical director and Angela Reid is
the choreographer.
Many of the songs from this musical are
instantly recognized including, of course,
“The Sound of Music,” as well as
“Edelweiss” and “My Favorite Things.”
For tickets, call Shirley Crabbe at
761-6052. Tickets are $10 for adults
and $5 for students and senior citizens.
The Thursday, March 18, performance
is FREE to senior citizens.
Support our students and get your
tickets now!

Sharing Assembly at LFJ Explores the
Caring Spirit of the Holidays
In a special “Sharing Assembly”
that marked the holiday season,
the first graders of the Lee F.
Jackson School performed songs,
poems and original stories for their
classmates, teachers, parents and
friends. Activities were coordinated
by music teacher Christine Lutz in
collaboration with art teacher,
Dawn Weiss, who helped the
students create prompts and use
them as part of their performances.
It was a morning full of joy, antici-
pation and much glee!

1950s by Nat King Cole and Dinah Shore,
and "The Greatest Love" sung by Whitney
Houston.
“I am proud of what the children are able to
accomplish under the direction of Mrs.
Galdau,” said the principal. “I am already
looking forward to next year’s performance!”

HV Principal Gary Mastrangelo, teacher Valerie
Galdau, the "Dragon," and Superintendent of
Schools Ronald Smalls after the show
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Update from Falcons Nest
When it comes to sports, there has
been lots happening in the District,
and the Falcons Nest Booster Club
has been very busy supporting our
teams and student-athletes.
The Falcons Nest Booster Club began in the
2008-2009 school year. Our purpose is to
promote and support the Woodlands Middle
& High School sports program. Last year, for
example, we coordinated and sponsored a
sports dinner where varsity student athletes
received awards and all other student athletes
in attendance received certificates. It was
successful and will take place again this year
on Tuesday, June 8.
For information, contact Dave Jackson at
fnbcdbj@gmail.com or check out our
Google group WHMS Falcons Nest Booster
Club (FNBC):
http://groups.google.com/group/whmsfnbc.
Here are some highlights from events that
have already taken place:
• Homecoming in October raised $204.
• Wrestling Tournament in December

raised $1,220.
• Breast Cancer Awareness Basketball

Tournament held on Jan. 9 was a huge
success and $2,215 was raised. A portion
was donated to the American Cancer
Society for Breast Cancer Research.

Other events are on the calendar.
Save the following dates:
• Saturday, April 10 – Alumni Day.
• Tuesday, June 8 – Sports Dinner

(Athletics Awards Night).
– Dave Jackson

Home Games
Support our student athletes by attending a home game. Visit
http://www.section1athletics.org/ for the most current schedule.
Apr. 8 4:30 p.m. Softball Varsity Tuckahoe
Apr. 14 4:30 p.m. Baseball Varsity Sacred Heart
Apr. 14 4:30 p.m. Softball Varsity Hastings
Apr. 20 4:15 p.m. Baseball Varsity Dover
Apr. 20 4:30 p.m. Softball Varsity Irvington
Apr. 21 4:15 p.m. Softball Modified Edgemont
Apr. 22 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Modified Rye Neck
Apr. 23 4:15 p.m. Baseball Modified Hastings
Apr. 26 4:30 p.m. Baseball Varsity Solomon Schechter
Apr. 27 4:15 p.m. Softball Modified Irvington
Apr. 30 4:30 p.m. Baseball Modified Sleepy Hollow
May 3 4:15 p.m. Softball Modified Solomon Schechter
May 4 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Modified Irvington
May 4 4:30 p.m. Softball Varsity Ardsley
May 5 4:15 p.m. Softball Modified Alexander Hamilton
May 10 4:15 p.m. Baseball Varsity Pawling
May 11 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Modified Pierre Van Cortlandt M.S.
May 12 4:15 p.m. Baseball Modified Pocantico Hills
May 12 4:30 p.m. Baseball Varsity Dobbs Ferry
May 12 4:30 p.m. Softball Varsity Dobbs Ferry
May 13 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Modified Blind Brook
May 14 4:15 p.m. Softball Modified Ardsley
May 17 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Modified Solomon Schechter
May 19 4:15 p.m. Baseball Modified Dobbs Ferry
May 20 4:30 p.m. Baseball Varsity Sleepy Hollow
May 20 4:30 p.m. Softball Varsity Sleepy Hollow
May 21 4:15 p.m. Baseball Modified Edgemont
May 25 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Modified Hastings
May 25 4:15 p.m. Softball Modified Hastings
May 27 4:15 p.m. Baseball Modified Irvington

WHS Girls Track Team
County Champs;
Boys Were Runners Up
The Woodlands High School girls
track team took the Class C
Championship at the Westchester
County Track Championships on
Sunday, Jan. 31, beating Bronxville
by one point. The boys’ team was
a runner up to the championships.

Congratulations to the hard-working student-
athletes. The highlights:

• Girls 4x200 relay 1st in class and
achieved season best record. Time
qualifies them for the state finals at
Cornell University (Bria Christian, Diana
Sainvil, Dyiamond Grant, Nia Holmes);

• Boys 4x200 relay is 1st in class and ran
their fastest time of the season also
qualifying them for the state meet. (David
Essex, Shane Powell, Ken Merchant,
Kevin Sainvil).
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Upcoming Events
Visit our website for the most current and accurate schedule of events.
Date Event Time Location
Feb. 24 PTA Council Meeting 7 p.m. WHS
Feb. 25 Board of Education Work Session 6:30 p.m. Administration Bldg.
Mar. 2 Board of Education Meeting 7 p.m. WHS Cafeteria
Mar. 3 NCAA Clearinghouse Eligibility Workshop 7 p.m. WHS Cafeteria
Mar. 4 Community Engagement Committee Meeting 7 p.m. Administration Bldg.
Mar. 9 – 11 2010 -11 Kindergarten Registration
Mar. 11 6th Grade Parent Orientation 6 p.m. WMS
Mar. 12 Progress Reports Distributed (Grades 4 – 12)
Mar. 16 Staff Development Day – No School for Students
Mar. 17 – 18 Early Dismissal – Parent/Teacher Conferences 10:45 am RJB Only
Mar. 17 RJB Parent/Teacher Evening Conferences 5:30 p.m. RJB
Mar. 18 – 20 Woodlands Musical 7 p.m. WHS Auditorium
Mar. 24 PTA Council Meeting 7 p.m. WHS
Mar. 29 – Apr. 5 Spring Recess – All Schools Closed
Apr. 5 Snow Make-Up Day If Needed
Apr. 7 & 12 Early Dismissal – Parent/Teacher Conferences 11:30 am LFJ & HV Only
Apr. 7 & 12 Progress Reports Distributed (Grades K – 3)
Apr. 7 Jackson Parent/Teacher Evening Conferences 6-8 p.m. LFJ
Apr. 8 Board of Education Work Session 6:30 p.m. Administration Bldg.
Apr. 9 3rd Marking Period Ends (Grades 1 – 12)
Apr. 12 Highview Parent/Teacher Conferences 6-8 p.m. HV
Apr. 13 Board of Education Meeting 7 p.m. WHS Cafeteria
Apr. 16 Report Cards Distributed (Grades 1 – 12)
Apr. 19 Filing Deadline for Nominating Petitions 5 p.m. Administration Bldg.
Apr. 22 Community Engagement Committee Meeting 7 p.m. Administration Bldg.
Apr. 26 – 28 NYS ELA Exam (Grades 3 – 8)
Apr. 27 Board of Education Special Meeting 6:30 p.m. Administration Bldg.
Apr. 28 PTA Council Meeting 7 p.m. WHS
Apr. 30 WHS “It’s Showtime” Student Talent Show 7 p.m. WHS
May 1 WHS Scholarship Fund Flea Market 10am – 5p.m. Webb Field
May 2 WHS Scholarship Fund Flea Market (rain date) 10am – 5p.m. Webb Field
May 3 – 14 WHS AP Exams
May 3 Community Engagement Committee Meeting 7 p.m. Administration Bldg.
May 4 Board of Education Meeting & Budget Hearing 7 p.m. WHS Cafeteria
May 5 – 7 NYS Math Exam (Grades 3 – 8)
May 6 PTA Council’s Candidates’ Night 7 p.m. WHS

Transportation Reminder
Parents in the District requiring transportation for their children to private or parochial schools
must return the transportation request form to the District by April 1. For more information, or
to obtain a copy of the form, please call the Transportation Office at 914-428-7000.

Tax Information
The New York State income tax form requires taxpayers to list the name and code of the
public school district in which he/she resides. The Greenburgh code is 237.

Alumni Stories:
Focus on Tim Criscitelli
When Tim Criscitelli
graduated from
Woodlands High
School in 2001, he
had no idea that his career track
would take him to Madison Square
Garden. But it did, and he loves it.
In his position there as Administrator of Sports
Team Operations, he coordinates travel arrange-
ments for the New York Rangers, Knicks and
Liberty, as well as handling all the other details
for the teams’ away games. He loves his work.
It is, he said, “A dream job – fun, exciting,
never redundant.”
In retrospect, however, it is not at all surprising
that he is at MSG. As a youngster, he was
always into sports – wrestling and playing
baseball during high school. Academically,
Woodlands helped prepare him for college with
courses that he feels definitely put him on the
right road. He was in AP physics and did get
college credit for the course. He recalls Mrs.
Brown (now retired) was a great teacher. “She
was awesome,” said the Queens resident
whose parents still reside in Hartsdale.
What made her a good teacher? She taught
Tim some invaluable lessons that made a differ-
ence in college, especially how to take good
notes and study for exams. “Those skills definite-
ly helped me in college.”
He also took AP calculus with Ms. Clapse, and
economics with Mr. Butler, an advanced course
that focused on how business works. Tim
recalled enjoying the class and working on
projects that involved creating a business or
product and pitching it to classmates. He didn’t
know it then, but economics would eventually be
his major at the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst, from which he graduated in 2006.
His final year at college involved an internship.
That, of course, is how he started at MSG. After
a semester, he was hired part-time, working in
Operations. Soon, the position went full-time. He
sees the future as bright. “Hopefully, I will stay in
the business: MSG is sports, but it is also enter-
tainment, so I know I can always keep growing.”
Tim has a few tips for high school students:
1. Take AP courses. “They are tough, but prepare
you for the real deal. They give you a good idea
of what college-level work is like.”

2.Concentrate on your school work. “Enjoy
yourself, but do the work. Your GPA is very
important. You want to have the grades to get
into the school you like when the time comes.”

3.Go to college right away. “Don’t skip the
opportunity of a lifetime.”N

O
TE
S:
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llame (914) 761- 6000 ext. 3114.

The emphasis on technology across our
schools aligns with the other initiatives. In
GC7, technology is found to be a useful tool
for engaging students. SmartBoards allow
for interaction with students taking a hand in
lessons. “Smart Math” and SuccessMaker
augment classroom instruction in the elemen-
tary schools. This technology permits activities
to be tailored to a student’s needs.

This year, there is a three-tier approach to
professional development in technology in
Greenburgh 7. There was a series of work-
shops for getting started with SmartBoards.
This was followed by a more refined series
of sessions supporting teachers’ use of
SmartBoards in particular subject areas such
as English, math, social studies and science.
The third tier of training will be taking place
in our classrooms this spring as technology
experts serve as consultants and in-class
coaches to our teachers who will improve
upon their current mastery of incorporating
SmartBoards in their instructional programs.
Kudos to the teachers who have taken
advantage of this opportunity.

I know you must be proud to see positive
results across all of our schools. Your hopes
and wishes for your children are mirrored in
our aspirations for them as students.

There is a short but meaningful way of
explaining the successes we are finding
through our report card that reflects on our
working together for the benefit of students.
It reads as follows:

“Coming together is a beginning.

Staying together is a challenge.

Working together is an achievement.”

With your support and involvement, we will
continue to strive for excellence and make
continuous yearly progress.

Sincerely,

Ronald L. Smalls
Superintendent of Schools

Dear District Parents, Guardians, Community...

Continued from page 1

College Day: Taking School Spirit to the College Level
Yale, Howard, Temple, Syracuse, Northwestern, Brown, Columbia.
These were just a few
of the colleges that
were represented by
Woodlands High
School teachers, staff
and students who
wore college spir-
itwear to school on
Friday, Nov. 20.
Called “College Day,”
the initiative was the
idea of Principal Ron
Ross and Assistant
Principal Will
Washington who felt it was a sure way to boost school spirit.
They were right!
At least 125 staff and students proudly displayed college apparel along with smiles
and good spirits through the day. The staff members generally wore logos from their
alma maters, and students wore those from the college they hoped to be attending in
the future.
Judging from the enthusiastic response, the event was a spirited success and will likely
be held again next year.


