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A Word from the Board of Education
Dear District Residents:
The Board of Education has been quite busy this school year.

The Board authorized a new three-year contract for Ronald Smalls, the Superintendent of
Schools. We are pleased with Mr. Smalls’ efforts and dedication to improving the quality of
our children’s education, and we are confident that he will continue his good work with the
same fervor that he brought to the position when he first arrived.

The Board of Education determined that an update to the District’s policy manual was in order,
and we are currently reviewing this document in its entirety, which has proven to be a com-
plex but fruitful process. We hope to have a draft available for public input by early May with
the expectation that the newly revised manual would be formally adopted by the Board of
Education at its annual organization meeting in July.

As I briefly mentioned in my letter in the fall issue of Spotlight, the Board hired Richard Mayer
to serve as our Transportation Supervisor. He started on Dec.1. Mr. Mayer comes to us with
years of experience in the field and has hit the ground running. Please feel free to contact
Mr. Mayer should you have any questions or concerns relating to the District’s transportation
program. He can be reached at 914-761-6000, ext. 3140.

The 2011-2012 budget development process is now underway. The Board is aware of the
financial hardships and difficulties that residents, seniors especially, have endured during the
recession. We are working diligently to offer a budget that includes the tools necessary to
provide the quality education our children require and deserve while at the same time being
responsible to the taxpayers.

The Assistant Superintendent for Business has scheduled a series of workshops during the
month of March – each one covering a different budget topic (see page 2). We encourage
all stakeholders (parents, seniors, homeowners and renters alike) to attend these workshops,
ask questions and become a part of this very important process. Your input is important, and
we look forward to seeing you there.

Sincerely,

Lloyd Newland
President

Dear District Parents,
Guardians, Community
Members and Friends,

I extend a
belated
Happy New
Year to you
and your
families with
best wishes
for health
and the
achievement
of your goals
in the New
Year. I want

to thank the Greenburgh 7 Board of
Education and the community for entrusting me
with the opportunity to continue to serve as
the Superintendent of Schools.

As the Superintendent, I am staunchly commit-
ted to continuing to improve GC7 for the ben-
efit of our students. In approaching the new
legislative mandates of the State of New York
regarding increased accountability for schools
in the professional staff evaluation process
and changes in test requirements (formats and
cut-scores) for students, I am confident that our
team approach of administrators, teachers,
staff, parents and community members will
continue to work for us toward continuous stu-
dent achievement. The challenges that we
face regarding greater accountability with
fewer resources require our continued atten-
tion, cooperative spirit and collaborative
approach.

Our students are the future. They are the recip-
ients of the best we have to offer through our
educators and decision makers in the aca-
demic, performance and co-curricular areas.

Professional Development, curriculum writing,
the selection of appropriate materials, a coor-
dinated and well articulated program and an
array of instuctional strategies to reach all stu-
dents is at the heart of our District. To better
coordinate and align District efforts and
increase the rigor of our programs, there are

Continued on page 12
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Budget Workshop Presentation Schedule
All meetings begin at 7 p.m. and will end at approximately 8:30 p.m.
Meetings are open to the public – everyone is encouraged to attend.
Date Budget Topic Location
March 9 Transportation Administration Building Board Room
March 16 Athletics & Arts Woodlands High School WISE Room
March 23 Special Education Lee F. Jackson School Cafeteria
March 30 Staffing & Instruction Highview School Multi-purpose Room

Save the Date
The PTA Candidates’ Night will be held on
May 5 at Woodlands High School. Residents
are invited to take part in the evening, which
will give the candidates an opportunity to
provide their vision and goals for the District.
Typically, the evening format includes a
Q&A with a moderator.

Running for School Board
Any resident who wishes to run for School Board and meets the legal
qualifications can submit a nominating petition available in the District Clerk’s
Office. The deadline for filing a nominating petition is 5 p.m. on Monday, April
18, 2011, in the District Clerk’s Office. For additional information, please
contact the District Clerk at 914-761-6000, ext. 3114.

As per NYS Education Law, legal qualifications to serve on the Board of Education are:
• Must be able to read and write.
• Must be a qualified voter of the District.
• Must be a resident of the District at least one year prior to the election.
• Must be the only member of his/her family on such school board.
• Must not be an employee of such school board.
• Must not simultaneously hold another incompatible public office.
• Must not have been removed from another school district office within.

Transportation Reminder
Parents in the District requiring transportation
for their children to private or parochial
schools must return the transportation request
form to the District by April 1. For more
information, or to obtain a copy of the form,
please call Richard Mayer, Transportation
Supervisor, at 914-761-6000, ext. 3140.

District Welcomes Richard Mayer, Transportation Supervisor
The winter days have been cold, but Richard Mayer, the District’s new Transportation Supervisor, said his welcome to
the school community has been very warm. “This is a vibrant community with many interested and engaged residents
who care about the school and the students,” he said. “People have made me feel welcome and comfortable from
the start. Everyone cares about the students.”
He came on board Dec. 1, and has been actively involved in evaluating the current transportation resources to ensure they are all in

compliance with state and federal mandates. His main responsibility, to ensure safe and
efficient transportation for the District’s students, is his top priority.
The District felt it was important to have someone with experience take the helm of this position,
and Mr. Mayer has that experience. He comes here from the Peekskill City Schools, where he
was transportation supervisor for four years. Prior to that, he was transportation supervisor of the
Tarrytown Schools. He also ran bus services in Elmsford and Ardsley.
He attended Mercy College, and holds certifications from New York State in bus driver
instruction and defensive driving reviews.
In his position here, the Peekskill resident will be bringing the District up to speed on everything
from data entry and computerized routing to meeting with concerned parents and riding
the school buses to get a feeling for the District. He is also working on the new transportation
software program that is customized for the District.
“I am very confident that our contractor, Montauk Bus, is providing the required safety training
to those employees who are assigned to transport our students,” said the father of five grown
children. “This is a great District,” he said, “with tremendous potential, and I will do my
part to realize that potential.”
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Chess players make the right moves. In
February, at the Westchester County Chess
Tournament held at Woodlands High
School, four Highview School third graders
won1st place and received a trophy.
Congratulations to Matthew Tollin, Michael
Hernandez, Daniel Mack and Ethan
Romanolie.

The Lee F. Jackson Elementary School
celebrated the diversity of cultures with a
night of readings about Hispanic and
European cultures on Nov. 29. Parents and
students from the Woodlands High School
Key Club read books to youngsters, and
they were joined by guest characters includ-
ing Clifford the Big Red Dog and Spikey
the Reading Dragon. The books included
“Strega Nona Takes a Vacation,” “The
Empanadas That Abuela Made” and “In
English of Course.” School librarian
Heather Pullem organized the event. The
school also hosted the Scholastic Book Fair
that did brisk business selling a variety
of children’s
books.

Author Terrie
M. Williams
visited
Woodlands
High School
and talked to
students about
depression,
addiction and
other issues
and challenges
faced in society.

Ms. Williams (in
photo r., seated) is the co-founder of the
Stay Strong Foundation, which was inspired
by her book “Stay Strong: Simple Life
Lessons for Teens,” a practical guide for
youth that speaks to them, not at them.
Williams focuses on the challenges faced
by young people and presents empower-
ing, positive alternatives and advice to
help youth rise above the daily stresses to
become dynamic individuals now and in
the future. She is also co-founder, president
and CEO of a successful public relations
firm, the Terrie Williams Agency. Her visit
was sponsored by the Woodlands PTSA.

It adds up for math. In October, 668
Greenburgh 7 students from Highview, RJ
Bailey and Woodlands Middle School partici-
pated in the Second Annual American Math
Challenge, and the results showed that they
answered 167,806 questions correctly. “The
American Math Challenge helps our students
to overcome their math anxieties while having
fun,” said Irina Kanatayev, District Math,
Science and Technology Coordinator. “Kids
love the thrill of going head to head with
another student from across the country testing
their ability in basic math facts. What a
great way to practice mathematics.” Students
tested their knowledge of mathematical
concepts by completing curriculum activities
and competed live with more than 120,000

Did You Know?
�

students nationwide who took the challenge
in mental arithmetic.

GC7 students (grades 2-8) will also partici-
pate in World Math Day and World
Spelling Day, which take place in March.
These events are open to students around the
world. They are unique and fantastic ways to
promote numeracy and literacy within our
school community. Students participate in a
fun and engaging online event, playing
against other students around the world in live
games of arithmetic and spelling. Last year,
together with 1,133,246 students from 235
countries, our students set a new Guinness
world record by correctly answering

479,732,613 math questions. Students are
excited and getting ready for March 1,
2011, to challenge their own results of
255,680 correct answers from last year in
the mental arithmetic showdown.

Sharing science knowledge. Woodlands
High School students recently visited their
young kindergarten classmates at the Lee F.
Jackson Elementary School to teach them
about the human body during the first sci-
ence exchange program in the Greenburgh
7 School District. Twenty high school stu-
dents visited Jackson to teach 150 kinder-
gartners about anatomy and nutrition. The
high school students prepared four stations
and the youngsters circulated from station
to station.

Counting is cool. More than 120 parents
and students participated in the third
annual Family Math Night at Lee F. Jackson
Elementary School in the fall. It was a time
of education and opportunities for parents
to enjoy cool activities with their children
and/or observe them as they were
practicing math through games and fun.

ECP goes for the record. Assistant
Superintendent Frank Ferraro, Director of the
Arts Miriam Bernabei and District parents
helped set a world’s record for the number
of people reading to preschoolers during
the Jumpstart’s worldwide Read for the
Record Literacy event in October. The event
brings children and adults together to read
the same book, on the same day, in homes
and communities all over the world. ECP’s
154 children participated in this readathon
in both English and Spanish, reading “The
Snowy Day,” a 1962 children’s picture
book by American author and illustrator
Ezra Jack Keats. Humanities Coordinator
Margie O’Brien and Principal Dawn Male
coordinated this event.

Highview hosted the Read 2011
Challenge in December during which
students read for 2,011 seconds (about 30
minutes). The readers were invited to read
in their pajamas with their favorite teddy
bear. As a treat, Mr. Mastrangelo, dressed
in bathrobe and comfy slippers, visited
the youngsters and read them his favorite
holiday stories. “We encourage reading
as much as we can both in school and in
the home,” he said.
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Woodlands High School
The year is going well, school spir-
it is growing, and we are increas-
ing academic rigor in all areas so
our students can meet the chal-
lenges to be successful in school
and in life.

In terms of academics, there’s a lot
happening at Woodlands, and especially in the
science department. The Science Research course
is letting students study and investigate the scientific
area of their choice, working with mentors outside
the school who are experts in the field. This soon
will lead to getting into science fairs and competi-
tions, with the Intel Science Talent Search as our
goal. We expect this course to grow more popular
each year.

There’s also a new elective in marine biology that
everyone is excited about. Science teacher Mary
Louise Allen and the students are working with live
specimens from the Salt Marsh Conservancy in
Rye. These will be returned to the marsh in June.
It is a great course with lots of hands-on work, and
it’s a great way to learn.

The Key Club is also very active. It encourages its
members to think selflessly and give back to the
community. It is doing much in the way of service,
including: the Making Strides Against Breast
Cancer Walk, Meet/Greet Night, Parent-Teacher
Conferences, Trick or Treat for UNICEF (the club
won the division contest for raising the most
money), volunteering at the Greenburgh Public
Library, Homecoming Traffic, Family Math Night,
Tri-K Dinner (between our club, Circle K, the col-
lege version and Kiwanis, the adult version), hold-
ing a divisional (event where other Key clubs gath-
er in a school to discuss accomplishments and
future plans), Read Around the World (at Lee F.
Jackson; one of the members dressed up as
Clifford, the Big Red Dog), ECP International
Dinner, Kiwanis Thanksgiving Basket Stuffing (creat-
ed 21 baskets for the homeless during the
Thanksgiving season), Wrestling Tournaments,
Senior Citizen Holiday Brunch and Breast Cancer
Awareness Challenge. Additionally, a blood drive
is scheduled for March. Nidhi Patel is president of
the club; Kristy Rella (English teacher grades 9-12)
is the advisor; Justina Mark, VP; Amos Pierrette,
Secretary; Kathy Salazar, Treasurer. I thank them
and all the participants.

We’re also pleased that our athletics program is
doing well, and we are proud of our student-ath-
letes. This year, the girls basketball team is having
their best season ever, and I congratulate each and
every one of them. They have an amazing record,
posting an overall record of 10 wins and only two
losses. They have a new coach, Nesta Felix, and
she’s good. Since they have only one senior play-
er, the future looks bright for our Lady Falcons. Our

boys indoor track team is also doing great. They
shared the league title with Hastings High School,
and capturing the league title was an amazing
feat since our boys went to the meet with only 15
athletes. Wow! You have to give them credit!
Accolades to our Athletic Director Matt Smith, our
coaches and students!

Ronald O. Ross

Woodlands Middle School
It has been a vibrant year so far, for
teachers and students alike. We are
cognizant of the issues confronting
education and will continue to move
forward by educating our students
to be global citizens. To that end,
Woodlands Middle School hosted
an “Academic Sharing Session” for

arts and technology teachers working this year at
International Baccalaureate Schools with more than
20 educators in attendance. Some teachers traveled
from as far away as Maine to attend the meeting! It
was a great opportunity to discuss promising prac-
tices and challenges facing students in the 21st cen-
tury. Katherine Tovar, who is our IB Coordinator,
organized the event with the assistance of Director of
Arts Miriam Bernabei. As a follow-up, administrators,
coordinators and teachers attended an International
Baccalaureate Organization (IBO)/Middle Years
Programme (MYP) conference in New York City
sponsored by the Guild of International
Baccalaureate Schools. Topics included academic
honesty, assessments and the role of technology.
Technology is another focus at our school. Jodi
Manne’s classes are using a new online program
called Prezi, a web-based presentation tool that uses
a map layout and zooming feature to show contextu-
al relationships. This program addresses some
of the shortcomings of Microsoft PowerPoint and
lets students create astonishing presentations live
and on the web.
Also, students in Educational Technology classes are
learning about cyber-bullying. They are participating
in a poster contest campaign sponsored by
Cablevision called “Deleting Cyber-bullying.” Seventh
grade students are creating flyers and programs
using Power Point and Prezi to submit to the contest.
The bullying issue is serious. We are educating our

youngsters to act responsibly so that they can take
the right steps to prevent it. For more information,
go to: http://www.powertolearn.com/delete-
cyberbullying/pledge.shtml.
Via Web Cam and Skype, seventh-grade students
will be reading the novel, “Seedfolks,” by Paul
Fleischman and discussing their impressions of the
book with students from Briarcliff Middle School.
Skype will also be used to communicate with other
classrooms around the world.
Finally, our teachers are working with students on
an interdisciplinary project that involves all instruc-
tional disciplines. Our students fashioned gaiters
(head and neck warmers) and sent them to United
States troops fighting in Iraq. They also sent
correspondence letters and printed brochures
that expressed their gratitude. This initiative was
spear-headed by Adriana Martinez, home and
careers teacher.
Woodlands Middle School is preparing for
the future!

Michael Chambless

Richard J. Bailey School
President Obama’s “promise for
change” has become a catalyst
for greater accountability in
schools and for higher academic
performance by all students across
the nation. As Superintendent
Smalls leads us to meet these
increasing expectations, old habits

are being replaced by innovative research-based
practice and a revitalized sense of collaboration
at the R.J. Bailey School.
The grade levels to be affected by the changing
New York State academic guidelines are grades
3 through 8 in 2011-2012. As students in Bailey’s
fourth, fifth and sixth grades face harder state
exams and new core standards, it is an opportunity
to change for the better, to work smarter and
work together.
At each grade level, teachers study individual stu-
dent performance data, specifically state exams,
question by question. We teach and re-teach skills
and content. We assess how successful we are as
educators in meeting the needs of students, and
then we learn ways to teach better. Our District cur-
riculum coordinators structure professional develop-
ment for teachers based upon student growth.
Since Bailey is a Professional Development School
of Manhattanville College, professors provide our
faculty with current research and formative assess-
ments to increase student progress.
As the classroom or home base teachers take on
the challenge, specialist teachers support the
school’s overall academic achievement. School
librarian Melissa Iamonico teaches library skills

From the
Desks of the
Principals

�

�
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while she provides teachers and students with
reference materials for all units of study at each
grade level. She enthusiastically engages students
in the joy of reading as the key to all learning.
Art teacher Claire Cronin strategizes with grade
level teams, and aligns her lessons with the
International Baccalaureate units of study that each
grade is working on. The new instrumental music
teacher, Douglass Denniston, has launched a
SmartBoard program called “Smart Music” that
revolutionizes traditional instruction and reaches
into the home for additional guided practice.
Student athletes learn academic vocabulary in gym
class as PE teachers Dave Vandiver and Vinnie
DeMaria assign “sports math” and sports articles
to read and write about for homework. The PE
teachers also have students wear vests with
inscribed character education messages as they
face off in teams. A player who wears “Respect”
or “Responsibility” is likely to practice that attribute.
With all teachers working together to support the
academic growth of all students, 2011 will
be a banner year for every child at Richard J.
Bailey School.

Marguerite Clarkson

Highview School
There’s been lots of excitement at
Highview School as we use every
opportunity to promote reading
both inside and outside of school.
This included our annual
NovemBEAR initiative, which, as
everyone knows, means Be
Excited About Reading. In

November, students were all actively “clawing their
way through books” to meet the goal of 1,000
books. The bear claws that were exhibited all over
the building showed how enthusiastic everyone
was: A grand total of 1,053 books were read for
that month alone! The program was so successful
that we continued it into December, and read even
more books in all – 2,154! Staff members, too,
contributed to the grand total. It was a great moti-
vator for reading, which was supported by
Humanities Coordinator Margie O’Brien.
Another initiative that supports reading is a change
that we have made in our dismissal routine. Not
only has it resulted in a more orderly dismissal, but
it gets students into their books. Now, at dismissal
time, students enter the gym, and instead of being
in line, which could lead to the occasional disrup-
tion, they find a spot on the line, settle down and
start reading. It is amazing how such a small
change could have such a significant result! The
best part is that we have reinforced the reading
habit, and students now are reading regularly
without extra encouragement.
Parents are involved in these reading efforts too,

and our Parent-Child Book Club continues to be a
great success. Between 20 and 30 students partici-
pate with their parents in this group that meets
throughout the year. For the meetings, which occur in
the evenings, they get together to review and discuss
the selected book, do an activity and receive the
next book on the list. While teachers host some of
the Book Club sessions, parents volunteer to host
these meetings as well. Thank you to all!
On Jan.19, we had a wonderful assembly to honor
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and the second graders
sang, recited poetry and shared the message of
peace and harmony with the third graders and
family members who attended.
It’s been a good and constructive winter, and we
look forward to spring!

Gary Mastrangelo

Lee F. Jackson School
We are now an authorized IB
school, joining Highview, Richard J.
Bailey and Woodlands Middle
schools in this great achievement!
We received the news in November
that the International Baccalaureate
Organization granted us accredita-
tion, and I thank our incredible staff

and our IB Coordinator Valarie Williams for all the
hard work and the hours they invested in making this
distinction happen. Congratulations: We are now an
IB World School! I also thank our PTA, which always
goes above and beyond to support us, especially in
the reading program. Reading is so important. The
PTA Scholastic Book Fair in the fall resulted in the
highest book sales revenue in the history of LFJ and
exceeded previous sales by 36%.

In November, our students were treated to visits by
Woodlands High School students who helped them
learn about anatomy and nutrition during Physiology
Understanding Week. The eight stations provided
interactive activities that included singing and other
sensory-based methods to teach lessons on science-
related topics. We also celebrated the cultures of our
school community with Read Around the World, hon-
oring European and Hispanic Heritage Month with
help from the Key Club students and characters
Clifford the Dog, Geronimo the Mouse and Spikey,
the Reading Dragon, who is our school mascot.

In December, award-winning author Dana Perri read
her book, “The Careless Frog,” to our students. It is a
story of the frog who didn’t think before he jumped.
The subject exemplified the importance of the month’s
IB theme, “Thinkers,” with Ms. Perri engaging the stu-
dents about the concept of thinking before jumping.

January was also a fun month with its Peace Person
Celebration, a community service project that hon-
ored Martin Luther King, Jr. The first graders read to

the kindergarten students, tying two units of study
together – “People Helping People:
Interdependence” (kindergarten) and “The Planet
Peacefully: Peace Makers” (first grade).
Finally, I would like to note our enrollment is up
with some 30 students, and we are so happy to
welcome the new members of our LFJ family. We
look forward to the excitement of more learning
and involvement in the coming months.

Patricia Simone

Early Childhood Program
At ECP, every day is a day of dis-
covery for our students. The chil-
dren are always full of wonder,
and we are privileged to be
teaching them and helping to
make their foundation strong.
Our Child Safety Day held in
November is a good example,

and we thank the Greenburgh Police for facilitating
the day that focused on police safety. The
Greenburgh Police came to our school with an out-
standing presentation for the whole school. The stu-
dents were instructed on how to use 911 in the
event of an emergency at home. Children also got
the grand tour of the police cruiser and the ambu-
lance and learned all about the equipment. They
were very excited! Then on Nov. 22, to support
our curriculum theme, which is Harvest, our PTA
collected food and distributed Thanksgiving bas-
kets to 23 families. This is up from 11 last year!
Thank you to all who contributed.
In December, we had our really big event, our
International Dinner Night that was attended by
more than 150 families. It was an incredibly fun
and enjoyable evening! Held in the WHS cafete-
ria, the event was a huge hit and a fantastic way
to celebrate so many different cultures. The buffet
was full of dishes from every corner of the globe.
We enjoyed Indian chicken curry, Italian lasagna
and pastas, baked macaroni and cheese,
Hispanic-style rice and beans, Brazilian beans and
beef, and much, much more. Every dish was
mouth-watering delicious, including all the salads.
There were more than 100 foods to choose from!
Desserts went from fresh fruit salad to cakes, pies
and brownies. It was truly a feast, and we thank
our PTA for bringing it all together.
Finally, in January, we held our annual Pre-
Registration Information Night. The community
response was amazing, with 107 applications
completed that evening and an additional 58
applications filled out to date.
While we have enjoyed the snow, we are looking
forward to spring and warmer weather!

Dawn Male

�

�

�
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Today’s Students,
Tomorrow’s Teachers
One of the organizations we are
proud to partner with is Today’s
Students, Tomorrow’s Teachers,
whose mission is to recruit, mentor,
and place economically challenged
and culturally diverse high school
students through college to employ-
ment as teachers and leaders who
will inspire and strengthen their
communities.
The organization was chartered by the New
York State Board of Regents. It was founded
15 years ago by Dr. Bettye Perkins, a
Greenburgh resident. Today, TSTT serves
300 high school students and over 200
college students, who come from heavily
diverse, populated school districts.
“GC7’s coordinators have often been invited
to lead workshops in area presentations
held at the Fordham University campus by
TSTT. We encourage this kind of network-
ing where we can share our expertise,
help develop teachers for tomorrow and
meet potential candidates for our schools,”
said Mr. Smalls.

6

There is a team approach to educational
reform in GC7. It includes the professional
staff and parents, and extends outside the
school walls to encompass opportunities
through local colleges, community organiza-
tions and businesses with whom we partner
to empower our teachers to increase student
achievement.

“Greenburgh
Central 7 has been
hard at work ensur-
ing that our teachers
get the support
they need to make
sure our students
succeed,” said
Superintendent
Ronald L. Smalls.
“Student success is
contingent on our
teachers’ success.

Our content area coordinators, Irina
Kanatayev and Margie O’Brien, are guiding
instructional practices across the grades, lend-
ing support to the success of our teachers.
They are our representatives at local informa-
tional sessions designed for content area
specialists and at BOCES workshops learning
about the increased rigor, accountability

GC7: Professional Development – Preparing for the
Increased Accountability of the National Educational
Reform Movement
Legislation passed earlier this year by New York State to add greater accounta-
bility for student achievement represents enormous change in the education
system. Now, for the first time in the history of education, teachers are being
held accountable for student test scores, in Greenburgh 7, across New York
State and the nation.

measures and requirements and turnkeying
these new mandates in our schools.

The coordinators conduct a review and analy-
sis of test results with teachers and principals to
define the curriculum concepts and skills that
need to be strengthened. Teachers are sur-
veyed to garner the educators’ input regarding
their needs and interests, as well. The coordi-
nators provide workshops, informational meet-
ings and in-class coaching in response to the
areas of need and interests that arise.

“The single most important ingredient for stu-
dent success is the classroom teacher,” adds
Mr. Smalls. “Because the state mandates are
so precise, it is important that teachers have
every advantage. Professional development to
support the new initiatives is imperative,” he
explained. Both experienced teachers and
teachers new to our schools receive support.

To make the ongoing improvement efforts
cohesive and to be sure that everyone is
heard, the District has a Professional Develop-
ment Plan and a PDP Committee. This commit-
tee, consisting of teacher representatives from
each building as well as principals and central
office administrators, meets on a regular basis
to design grade level and district professional
development plans and activities.

The New Teacher
Academy, facilitated by
the coordinators, helps the
newly hired teachers
throughout the year in areas
where they need support.
Orientation for new teachers
takes place at the end
of the summer. Newly hired
teachers are paired with
seasoned teachers for
mentoring. Through the
Advanced Mentor Course,
experienced teachers have
the opportunity to revisit

mentoring skills so their coaching is most
effective.

Classroom observations, one-on-one confer-
ences and other follow-up activities by princi-
pals and coordinators are defined so teachers
can grow in meeting the challenges of today’s
rigorous curriculum and accountability.
Another dimension of current professional
development is the partnering with outside
experts in language arts, social studies and
math, science and technology (MST) who
share discrete knowledge.
“Districts are moving away from viewing ele-
mentary teachers as generalists,” explains the
assistant superintendent, Dr. Susan Sciascia.
“Today, expertise in every subject is required
to provide each student the insight and
instruction necessary for his/her success," she
said. "On the secondary level, the emphasis is
on ensuring each student has a sound founda-
tion of the basics of each subject so that
students have the opportunity to move into
comprehensive understanding of the principles

“The new teacher
evaluation system
will help educators
improve their craft
by focusing profes-
sional development
and coaching on
their specific needs,”
said John King, NYS
Senior Deputy
Commissioner of
Education.

Continued on page 7

Irina Kanatayev, MST Coordinator, works with Highview second graders
on Science 21, making science exciting for students in grades K–4.
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of the content preparing them for college
and careers. Teachers are planning instruction
that gives support to each student and that
has a focus on the exit exam of the Regents
and/or AP course,” she explained.

Under the Humanities banner, a new
reading program for the elementary grades,
titled “Treasures,” has been very successful.
Teachers are supported through professional
development to deliver the new material that
involves high quality literature (both fiction and
non-fiction) with clear instruction and ample
practice for students. The program includes
vocabulary and comprehension development.
“The work we do is not just about increasing
test scores,” said Mrs. O’Brien. “It is about
turning our students into readers and better
students, and supporting our teachers in every
way we can to make sure they can get the
job done.”
The reading initiative is supported through a
year-round community partnership with the
Greenburgh Public Library and building librari-
ans. The coordinators work with the library to
maximize available resources by assuring the
materials are on hand at the library to support
students’ needs in the classrooms. “We thank

the library for providing the resources so our
students can always get the research materials
and books they need to complete their in-class
projects and thematic grade level studies,”
said Mrs. O’Brien.
The District has the goal of turning each

school library into the hub of the
building, with the coordinators work-
ing to bring this to fruition. “Reading
is the most important skill, and making
the libraries central to learning is a
sure way to get students to read,”
said Dr. Sciascia. This work filters
down to support classroom instruction.
Additionally, at the high school there
are now two reading teachers and
the establishment of a literary lab

where there will be an array of books and
periodicals to interest students in read-
ing, as well as computer hardware and
software to support reading comprehen-
sion. “We are always striving to find
new innovative ways to invite the reluc-
tant reader in,” adds Mrs. O’Brien.
“We use reading as the springboard to
writing. Students who read and are
familiar with a variety of genres and
authors become better writers. Our
focus is on both reading and written
composition across our schools,” said
Mrs. O’Brien.
In math, science and technology, the goal is
to make sure that math and science teachers
are retrained and retooled to meet the
increased demand for academic rigor in those
fields that are rapidly changing and preparing
students with 21st century skills.
In this area, Coordinator Irina Kanatayev has
the expertise, and she is training the science,
math and technology teachers in an ongoing
process to keep them abreast of changes in
this technological world.
With the newly introduced Science Research
course at the high school, students will choose
their own area of study and work with men-
tors outside of the school who are experts in
the field. “We are sure this course will lead to
participation in science fairs and competitions,
and we have our eye on the carrot: the Intel
Science Talent Search,” said Mrs. Kanatayev.
Marine biology is another new offering. This
hands-on course lets students work with
marine life right in the classroom laboratory.
Additionally, Robotics is being offered at the

Continued from page 6

At Woodlands High School, Irina Kanatayev, MST
Coordinator, supports students’ interest in
marine biology.

Margie O'Brien, Humanities Coordinator, and
Natasha Freeman-Mack, English teacher, conference
with students on their ELA work at Woodlands
Middle School.

high school. This year Woodlands participated
in a Robotic competition at Pace University.
“Next year, we will take home a medal,” said
Mrs. Kanatayev. Technology is being incorpo-
rated in all content areas to enhance instruc-
tion. It all requires professional development to
allow teachers to maximize its use.
Science 21, an integrated K-4 science
curriculum developed locally, has also been
instituted. It is a science program designed by
teachers for teachers, and it is linked to the
NYS Learning Standards for Mathematics,
Science and Technology.
The program's major emphasis is on investiga-
tions that are student directed and relevant to
students’ everyday lives. Its main focus is on
hands-on, inquiry-based science. Math, lan-
guage arts and technology are integrated at

points where they fit naturally. The program
achieves a balance between process and
content, and is supported by kits and profes-
sional staff development.
The parent connection cannot be overstated.
For children to succeed, they need the par-
ents’ involvement and support. At GC7, there
are regular parent-meeting workshops sched-
uled throughout the District. We welcome
parents in, and offer support and networking
opportunities with other parents.
As we all work together – administrators,
teachers, students, staff and parents – to make
sure we make students and teachers alike suc-
cessful partners, we can be sure we have put
the Greenburgh schools on the path to great-
ness. We are proud of the foundation being
laid as we enter the Educational Reformation
and look forward to continued success.

At Highview School, Librarian Myra Atkinson and
Humanities Coordinator Margie O’Brien engage
students in the library. Throughout the District, each
building library is becoming the hub of the school
in supporting classroom instruction.
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Financial Planning Made Simple
Financial planning for college can be a daunting
process. The High School Guidance Department’s
annual Financial Aid Night held in December made it
much more accessible. The well-attended evening
brought together WHS counselors Holly Gant Jones,
Joseph Foy and Robert Dominguez; Ira Golden,
President, Woodlands High School Scholarship Fund
(WHSSF); and Charles Treadwell, Executive Director
of NYHELP, Higher Education Services Corporation
(HESC). They were all on hand to simplify the process
for students and parents. Mr. Treadwell is well-respect-
ed in the financial field, and capably lessened the
anxiety that accompanies this topic, especially for

students and parents hearing the information for the
first time. He interacted well with the audience, making
all the intricacies, complexities and unfamiliar
language of the topic more meaningful. He was
available throughout the evening to address any
concerns and/or questions raised by those in atten-
dance. Woodlands High School is the only school in
NYS for which Mr. Treadwell does this presentation,
and he has been doing so for well over 25 years.
Why? He has a sentimental attachment to Woodlands.
Many years ago, he attended a workshop at
Woodlands High School and met his wife, at that
time. Many thanks to Mr. Treadwell, Mr. Golden, and
our counselors.

Get Ready for College! Our Counselors Show You the Way
The high school years are full of promise, four years that our students can use in so many ways to learn, grow
and become successful global citizens. As the mission of our District states, our goal is to provide a model
learning center where students will grow from one stage to another and develop those skills and talents that
will enable them to successfully pursue their goals and ambitions in an ever-changing society.

As part of the process, our Guidance Department is on hand to help our high school students through this
stage of their education, a stage that is pivotal to their development as it prepares them for college. To help both
parents and students become familiar with the college preparatory timeline, our guidance counselors – Holly
Gant Jones, Joseph Foy and Robert Dominguez – offer their best tips.

College Preparatory
Timeline
It is never too early to start thinking about
college. Everything you do from the moment
you enter high school in ninth grade counts
towards college. Ninth and tenth graders
(freshmen and sophomores) can take steps
to make the path much easier. Here’s how:
1. Become familiar with the course offerings;

learn diploma requirements.
2. Begin establishing relationships with your

guidance counselor, teachers and other
support personnel.

3. Get to know the extracurricular activities
offered by the school and those available
in your community (academic, athletic,
social, community service, etc.) and
get involved!

4. Start paying attention to both your interests
(what you like) and your abilities (what you
are good at). Identifying these traits will be
your first steps toward pursuing a satisfying
academic and career path. Select your
classes with this information in mind.

5. Push yourself academically; take honors
classes.

6. Begin your scholarship search.
In eleventh grade, juniors can:
1. Sit for the PSAT exam in October.
2. Attend college fairs.
3. Meet with college reps who come to

visit your school.
4. Begin to narrow your college search –

by the end of the school year, you should
have identified which colleges you are
going to apply to.

5. Continue your scholarship search.
6. Remember, this is the last year that will be

counted towards your 6-semester GPA
(grade point average) and class rank, so
give it your all.

7. Begin sitting for the SAT I, SAT II and/or
ACT exams; take preparatory classes.

8. Visit the college campuses of the schools
you hope to apply to; request to be
interviewed.

9. Apply for scholarships.
Note: During the summer between the 11th and 12th grades,
start filling out your college applications, start applying for
available scholarships and begin writing your essay(s).

In twelfth grade, seniors still have work to do:
•If you have not done so yet, or are
retaking them, sit for SAT I, SAT II and/or
ACT exams in the early fall.

•Request letters of recommendation from
select teachers and your guidance
counselor.

•Explore early decision/early admittance
at the college or university of your choice
(deadlines are usually Nov.1 or Nov.15;
find out if it is to your benefit to apply early).

•Send out all college applications.
•Apply for financial aid; attend financial
aid information workshops; complete the
CSS Profile by your college in early fall
(if required).

•Apply, apply, apply for any and all
scholarships for which you are eligible.

•Develop a clear, concise, comprehensive,
professional resume and/or activity sheet.

Helpful Tips for All Students
•If you experience a problem, whether it is academic or
social, the best thing to do is get help – right away.
Don’t wait for a problem to grow bigger.

•Identify one or more adult(s) in the school who you can
go to for support. Find a mentor - one who has your
best interests at heart.

Students are continuously encouraged to:
1. Take the most challenging classes in which they

can be successful.
2. Take SAT preparatory classes.
3. Visit college campuses.
4. Speak with college representatives; get to know

your regional rep at the colleges and universities

that interest you.
5. Research and apply for as many scholarships

as possible.
6. Utilize Guidance Central.
7. Participate in educational workshops, training

programs, internships.
8. Participate in school and community-based

activities.
9. Hold positions of leadership (e.g., Captain,

President, Treasurer, Student Coordinator, etc.).
10.Volunteer.
11.Seek summer employment and internship

opportunities.
•Involve your parents in the process.
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Woodlands Annual
Winter Concert:
A Night of Music,
Movement and Magical
Performances
On Dec. 21, our students hit all
the right notes as they performed
during the Woodlands Annual
Winter Concert. Congratulations to
all the students who starred in
the magical night.

Woodlands Middle School Concert Band, Iantheia Calhoun, Director

Senior High Vocal Ensemble, Shirley Crabbe, Director; Mandi Nyambi, Piano

Woodlands High School Concert Band, Iantheia Calhoun, Director

Woodlands Dance Ensemble, Angela Reid, Director

Woodlands Middle School Chorus, Shirley Crabbe, Director; Mandi Nyambi, Piano
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Alumni Stories: Focus On Vinnie Bagwell
For Vinnie Bagwell – writer, mother, artist, renowned sculptor and graduate
of Woodlands High School (1975) – art is a calling and a mission. While her
medium has changed over the years, her mission remains the same, and
that is to ask the big questions.

Her most recent proj-
ect came about indi-
rectly as the answer to
the question, “Where
were the enslaved
Africans buried?”
posed by Yonkers
City Councilwoman
Patricia McDow.
The seed that was
planted by Ms.
McDow led to a two-
pronged effort by Ms.
Bagwell to commemo-
rate the enslaved
Africans through sculp-
ture. The first part, the
“Enslaved Africans’
Rain Garden,” was a
month-long exhibition
at the Arts Exchange
in White Plains that is
a vision of Ms. Bagwell’s art on a very grand
and public scale. The show was essentially a
presentation of the plans for an urban-heritage
sculpture garden to be constructed on an
unused space along Warburton Avenue,
adjacent to Philipse Manor Hall in Yonkers.
Five larger-than-life sculptures will inhabit the
actual garden; five maquettes, which are one-
third scale models of the proposed sculptures,
were part of the exhibition in White Plains. The
show also included extensive historical informa-
tion regarding slavery, especially in New York,
and architectural renderings of the proposed
park. The show was on display in the fall.
Ms. Bagwell’s passion for art, particularly
painting and photography, was developed
at Woodlands, along with her passion for
writing, which serves her well in her
fundraising efforts.
“If you can write, you can do anything,” said
the Morgan State University graduate who
was a journalist, as well as a graphic artist, at
different points in her life.
The rain garden is not the first project
Ms. Bagwell has created in Westchester.
The life-size bronze sculpture of jazz great Ella
Fitzgerald, who was raised in Yonkers, is
another. That work enjoys a prominent location

near the Yonkers
Metro North station.
Installed in 1996, it is
the first sculpture of a
contemporary African-
American woman to
be commissioned by
a municipality in the
United States.
The public art project
that Ms. Bagwell is
working on now is
long overdue. There
are few, if any, monu-
ments representing the
presence of African
slaves in American cul-
ture. “The enslaved
Africans helped build
the cities, and yet no
streets, buildings or
rivers carry names

with origins of their culture,” said Ms. Bagwell,
who lives in Yonkers.
Both the exhibit at the Arts Exchange and the
future garden itself commemorate the enslaved
Africans who resided at Philipse Manor Hall,
and will honor the legacy of the first enslaved
Africans to be freed by law in the United
States of America, 76 years before the
Emancipation Proclamation. (See box.)
While the exhibit does not answer the question
as to burial places, her sculptures give the
enslaved Africans faces and names. “These
depictions show the slaves in their everyday
life, in their ordinary tasks, filled with dignity.
The whole approach of this project is to restore
their humanity,” said the mother of a college-
age daughter.
Restoring humanity is vital, and it is important,
she notes, to recognize there is a difference in
terminology. “It is ‘politically incorrect’ to call
people ‘slaves,’” she said. “By referring to this
group of people as ‘enslaved Africans,’ or
‘enslaved people of African descent,’ we
humanize them and restore their dignity,”
explains Ms. Bagwell.
The concept of a rain garden was chosen
because it is a self-sustaining ecosystem that
advocates green stewardship, a popular

landscaping alternative that uses and optimizes
rain that falls, reducing or avoiding the need
for irrigation.
“The garden is my vision of a tranquil haven
that rejuvenates the spirit,” said Ms. Bagwell.
“I want to engage the public, to invite them in
through multiple access points and offer mean-
dering walks and low walls. I want people
to be able to touch the sculptures and be
moved by them.”
“Public art is so important,” she said. “It is
accessible to everyone. Art has a way of
connecting with people all over the world.
People relate to it as a beautiful work of art,
not as black or white.”
The timetable for the garden’s completion
depends on how long it will take Ms. Bagwell
to raise the estimated $1.5 million needed
through grants and contributions, but she is
optimistic and creative, one of the traits picked
up at Woodlands.
With a ready smile, Ms. Bagwell recalls her
experience at Woodlands, where she devel-
oped her creativity. “It was a very vibrant
time,” she said. “Our creativity was encour-
aged. Woodlands High School bred some
amazing people.”
She particularly credits the WISE program for
much of her sensibility. She fondly recalls her
teachers, particularly English Department
Chair Toni Abramson. “WISE is a wonderful
program because it is an introduction to the
real world,” she said.
Her advice to current students is simple: “There
are many people who are willing to mentor;
look for someone you emulate and follow
them. Living is where the experience and
learning comes from.”
In her own life, she has learned through the
way people respond to her works that she
has asked the right questions, and done the
right thing. “This is how I serve humanity,” she
said. “This is my purpose.”

Historical Context
May 1, 2011, marks the 224th anniversary since the
State of New York passed the law manumitting slaves
whose masters’ property had been confiscated. This
was the very first law ever enacted by New York State
on the matter of slavery or freedom. In1786 – predat-
ing all historical landmark events – it was the very first
law of its kind in what would become the United
States. Among the short list of Loyalists, whose proper-
ty was taken by the state, are not one but six members
of the Philipse family. The Philipse family was one of
the biggest slaveholding families in New York State.

Vinnie Bagwell
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For the latest news,
visit our web site:

www.greenburgh7.com

Home Games Support our student athletes by attending a home game.
Visit http://sportspakdb.lhric.org/mainindex.asp for the most current schedule.
Mar. 28 4:15 pm Boys Tennis Varsity Solomon Schechter
Mar. 30 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Varsity Eastchester
Apr. 6 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Varsity Mount Vernon
Apr. 7 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Varsity Valhalla
Apr. 7 4:30 p.m. Softball Varsity Edgemont
Apr. 12 4:15 p.m. Baseball Modified Ardsley
Apr. 12 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Modified Blind Brook
Apr. 13 4:30 p.m. Baseball Varsity Irvington
Apr. 13 4:30 p.m. Softball Varsity Irvington
Apr. 15 4:30 p.m. Baseball JV Dobbs Ferry
Apr. 26 4:30 p.m. Baseball Varsity Tuckahoe
Apr. 26 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Modified Solomon Schechter
Apr. 26 4:15 p.m. Softball Modified Hastings
Apr. 26 4:30 p.m. Softball Varsity Tuckahoe
Apr. 27 4:30 p.m. Baseball Varsity Palisade Preparatory
Apr. 27 4:30 p.m. Softball Varsity Palisade Preparatory
Apr. 28 4:15 p.m. Baseball Modified Dobbs Ferry
Apr. 28 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Modified Hastings
Apr. 29 4:30 p.m. Baseball Varsity Ardsley
Apr. 29 4:30 p.m. Softball Varsity Ardsley
May 2 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Varsity Dobbs Ferry
May 2 4:15 p.m. Softball Modified Solomon Schechter
May 3 4:30 p.m. Baseball JV Hastings
May 4 4:15 p.m. Baseball Modified Irvington
May 4 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Varsity Tuckahoe
May 5 4:30 p.m. Baseball Varsity Riverside
May 5 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Modified Edgemont
May 5 4:30 p.m. Softball Varsity Riverside
May 6 4:15 p.m. Boys Tennis Varsity Yonkers
May 7 3 p.m. Baseball JV Solomon Schechter

Upcoming Events Visit our website for the most current and accurate schedule of events.

Date Event Time Location
Mar. 1 WHS Parent/Teacher Conference 6:30 p.m. WHS
Mar. 3 Board of Education Work Session 6:30 p.m. Board Room
Mar. 7 Community Engagement Committee Meeting 7 p.m. Board Room
Mar. 8 Board of Education Meeting 7 p.m. WHS Cafeteria
Mar. 9 Kindergarten Registration 9 am – 3 pm LFJ
Mar. 11 Grades 4-12 Progress Report Distribution
Mar. 16 Staff Development Day – No School for Students
Mar. 17 Early Dismissal – Parent/Teacher Conferences 10:45 a.m. RJB only
Mar. 17 Bailey Parent/Teacher Evening Conferences 5:30 p.m. RJB
Mar. 18 Grades 1-3 Report Card Distribution
Mar. 18 Early Dismissal – Parent/Teacher Conferences 10:45 a.m. RJB only
Mar. 22 Early Dismissal – Parent/Teacher Conferences 11:30 a.m. LFJ & HV only
Mar. 22 Jackson Parent/Teacher Evening Conferences 6 p.m. LFJ
Mar. 23 Early Dismissal – Parent/Teacher Conferences 11:30 a.m. LFJ & HV only
Mar. 23 Highview Parent/Teacher Evening Conferences 6 p.m. HV
Mar. 24 – 26 Woodlands Musical 7 p.m. WHS
Mar. 31 Board of Education Work Session 6:30 p.m. Board Room
Apr. 5 Board of Education Meeting 7 p.m. WHS Cafeteria
Apr. 6 “Traveling Art Exhibit” Reception 7 p.m. Greenburgh

Public Library
Apr. 15 Grades 4-12 Report Card Distribution
Apr. 18 Filing Deadline for Nominating Petitions 5 p.m. Mansion
Apr. 18-25 Spring Break
Apr. 26 Board of Education Work Session 6:30 p.m. Board Room
May 3 Board of Education Meeting & Budget Hearing 7 p.m. WHS Cafeteria
May 2-13 WHS AP Exams
May 4-6 Grades 3-8 NYS ELA Exam
May 5 PTA Council Candidates’ Night 7 p.m. WHS Cafeteria
May 11-13 Grades 3-8 NYS Math Exam
May 17 Annual Budget Vote & School Board Election 7 am – 9 pm WHS Gymnasium

Tax Information
The New York State income tax
form requires taxpayers to list the
name and code of the public school
district in which he/she resides. The
Greenburgh code is 237.

‘Smokey Joe’s Café’ Lights
Up the Woodlands Stage
“Smokey Joe's Café,” a musical revue
showcasing pop standards, promises
to be a sell-out, so put the dates on
your calendar! It will be performed at
Woodlands on March 24, 25 and 26
at 7 p.m. by students from both WMS
and WHS who have rehearsed for
months. They are supported by many
students working behind the scenes
on lighting, sets and sound.
Directed by Marci Schein with Michael
Ficcocelli (consultants) as musical director, it
is a non-stop production that was an award
winner on Broadway. Angela Reid and Nicco
Annan (also consultants) are choreographers.
A variety of numbers cover many genres
including rock and roll, and rhythm and blues
songs written by songwriters Jerry Leiber
and Mike Stoller.
Tickets will be sold at the door: ($10, $5
for students and senior citizens).
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Dear Parents and Community Members:

initiatives across the schools. These include:
• the continuation of Professional
Development in the reading series
“Treasures” (K-6);

• an extension of the MacMillan social
studies text from Highview through
Bailey;

• the introduction of Science 21, a
hands-on science program (K-4);

• authentic letter writing (the Briarcliff
Manor IB and Woodlands MS)
collaborative;

• the addition of a Science Research
course in Woodlands; and

• the initiation of a marine biology class
using live specimens at Woodlands.

Greenburgh 7 is proud of its arts programs
and opportunities for students in the perform-
ing arts. This pride is well deserved as reflect-
ed in the student activities and presentations
in assembly programs, art displays, winter
concerts and recitals and in the preparations
for the high school play, “Smokey Joe’s Café,”
which will be held this spring at Woodlands,
to name a few.

The after school clubs and activities and
seasonal sports teams provide another venue
to cultivate student interest and talent. Teachers
and coaches assume responsibility for
leadership, guidance and facilitation in these
opportunities that build student confidence
and school spirit.

As the Budget Process begins, it is the value
of the program and its impact on our students
that is held in high regard. We will be seek-
ing your input as we continue our efficient
resource management.

With your continued involvement, input and
support, we will continue to improve the
educational opportunities afforded to our
students. I look forward to continued success
and seeing you in and around our schools.

Sincerely,

Ronald L. Smalls
Superintendent of Schools

Woodlands Middle School Sends Holiday Gifts to Troops
The holiday was warmer for U.S. troops in Iraq and Afghanistan thanks to
seventh graders at the Woodlands Middle School who sent the soldiers neck
warmers that they had hand-sewn as holiday gifts. The students in Adriana
Martinez’ Home and Careers class spent time in November making the 92
“gaiters” (neck warmers) from fleece material. They were sent as part of a
care package put together by Operation Gratitude that included letters written
in English class. Operation Gratitude provides civilians anywhere in America
a way to express their respect and appreciation to the men and women of
the U.S. Military in an active, hands-on manner. It is a 501(c)(3) non-profit,
volunteer-based corporation, funded entirely by private donations.

“These packages are handmade for soldiers
abroad, who could not be home for the holi-
days,” Ms. Martinez said. “Every handmade
stitch is done in appreciation of the men and
women who serve our country. They have not
been forgotten by Woodlands Middle School.”

The project was an IB-inspired unit in which
Ms. Martinez used the
IB framework in collabo-
ration with other middle
school teachers to plan
the interdisciplinary les-
sons. She identified the
“big ideas” or significant
concepts and supported
them through the unit
question, activities and
assessments.

In the end, it was so
successful that it led to
another project. Seventh
grader John Justin Benjamin said, “Why stop
now? Let’s keep sewing!” So several students
continued sewing after school in December,

A group shot of some of the participants in the
project and the scarves they made. Teacher Adriana
Martinez is crouched down on the right.

and an additional 20 handmade items were
donated to local charities. Special thanks go
to Greenburgh 7 Director of the Arts Miriam
Bernabei who helped organize the project; to
FedEx for sending the items free of charge
and Westchester Fabrics for providing
affordable materials.


