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A Word from the Board of Education
Dear District Residents:
On behalf of the Board of Education, I want to welcome you back to school for the
2011 – 2012 academic year. The fall semester is well under way, and the board is
focused on our policy-making mission. Our priorities for the current academic year are to:

• Hire an interim superintendent to be in place by January 2012 to replace retiring
Superintendent Ronald Smalls;

• Hire a search firm that will help identify a superintendent candidate to be in place
by July 1, 2012;

• Develop and pass the budget for the 2012 – 2013 school year;

• Successfully navigate the restrictions of working under/within an austerity budget.

Mr. Smalls notified the board in July of his decision to retire at the end of 2011. The board
has appointed Sidney Freund to serve as interim superintendent from January 2012 through
June 2012. If that name sounds familiar to you, it is because Dr. Freund served as interim
superintendent before Mr. Smalls arrived at GC7 in 2008. We are happy that he is
rejoining us since he already knows our District and has experience as an educational chief
executive officer. Dr. Freund has previously served as superintendent in Dobbs Ferry and
in Greenwich, Conn.

In the relatively short time that Mr. Smalls was with us, he made several changes that will have
a positive effect on the District, notably the creation of a strategic plan to guide our long-term
planning. His strong leadership and astute personnel decisions have helped transform the
culture of our schools, and he leaves a blueprint for subsequent leaders to follow.

By the time you receive this newsletter, we will have reached an agreement with the executive
search firm that will guide us in identifying
superintendent candidates. As part of the process,
there will be an opportunity for District residents
to provide input on the board’s hiring decision.

Dear Parents and
Community Members:
Greenburgh
Central School
District #7 is
embracing the
National
Reform
Movement
through Race
to the Top.
This year, we
are actively
participating in
professional
development activities and related planning to
transform our instructional delivery in relation
to the expectations set forth by President
Obama and the State of New York. Principals
and teachers are enrolled in a variety of
forward-moving workshops that focus on
components of the ambitious agenda.

As we align our curriculum to the Common
Core Learning Standards and our Annual
Professional Performance Review (APPR) to the
innovative evaluation process and supportive
“evidence” comprised of both teachers’ plans
and student work, we will build on the
tenets of our foundation and discover new
strategies, as well.

In America, our traditional system of educating
students has never been static. Its rate of
change was consistent with the times.
Research and development in the educational
area has provided us with “best practices”
and programs that remediate and enrich all
learners. We have a body of techniques,
strategies and information to deploy relative to
student needs.

School success requires on-going reflection,
restructuring and strategic planning. It requires
meeting the challenges of society and individ-
ual student’s ways of learning. Resistance
to innovation and doing things differently
slows the process for all involved.

Communication is extended to all who
engage in seeking appropriate improvements,
both for oneself and for the GC7 family.

Continued on page 12Continued on page 12
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Welcome Ed Joseph, Assistant Superintendent
for Business
Ed Joseph, the new Assistant Superintendent for Business, has been on board
since July. He comes to the District with a broad smile, positive attitude and a
strong commitment to the success of students. Despite current fiscal constraints
and the economic state of the nation as a whole, he believes that students must
be provided with the educational opportunities that will prepare them to be
competitive both nationally and globally.

“My objective is to ensure the success of stu-
dents,” he said. “I value education; the goal
is to be a learner and constantly improve.
Education is key.” His background in business
and technology serves him well for the chal-
lenges at hand – challenges he is equipped
to handle.
As school business official for the Tuckahoe
Common schools on Long Island, where he
served for the last four years, he developed
the lowest budget-to-budget increase the dis-
trict had seen in years and saved the district
$1 million in taxes. By doing so, he freed up
monies that increased educational opportuni-
ties such as the purchase of SmartBoards for

the classrooms and district-wide wireless
accessibility.
His experience also includes eight years as a
technology specialist for the Lower Hudson
Regional Information Center (LHRIC). He holds
a bachelor’s degree from Dominican College,
an MBA from St. Thomas Aquinas College,
and a professional degree in Educational
Administration from SUNY New Paltz. It is a
proven combination.
Joseph, a native of Haiti, is working now on a
thorough assessment of the budget here at
GC7, and he hopes to find some budgetary
opportunities as he reviews the numbers. He
seeks to find ways to be more efficient and
effective, while looking for alternative sources
of funding.
The Rockland resident and father of two said
conversation is mandatory. “There must be a
dialog, both within the schools and within the
community,” he said. “As an educator, I have
to listen, and I have to assess. When a
teacher comes to me and I can help find
money to provide books that were not in the
budget, that is rewarding and amazing.”

Welcome New Teachers!

Welcome also to the following staff (not pictured) who started
mid-year last year:
Ira Caplan (earth science), Catherine Chadwick (librarian) and Xu Yang (math) at
Woodlands High School; and Gabriella Preston (school psychologist) at Lee F. Jackson.

At Woodlands High School (l. to r.), the
new faces are Mandel Holland (economics
and history), Amber Muller (math) and
Andrew Kolchin (physics, AP physics and
AP statistics).
Jenny Elber (below) is the speech therapist
at R.J. Bailey.
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Did You Know?
�

Fire safety starts young. Pre-schoolers at the
Early Childhood Program learned much
about fire safety when the Hartsdale Fire
Department visited them in October with the
“smokehouse” trailer. They learned how to
dial 911, how to “Stop, Drop and Roll” and
escape a smoky room among other fire safe-
ty tips. The trailer allowed children to learn
and experience what they should do if there
was smoke/fire in their home. Firefighters
demonstrated some fire hazards in the trailer
to help children recognize and correct
them. Pictured here is a mock evacuation
from the house.
Students observe 9-11. Kindergartners and
first-graders at the Lee F. Jackson School
observed the 10th anniversary of the terrorist
attacks by wearing red, white and blue;
taking a long moment of silence; and then
singing the national anthem during a
morning assembly on Sept. 9.
On Sept.11, members of Richard J. Bailey
fifth-grade chorus, under the direction of
music teacher Bob Lance, participated in
the Town of Greenburgh ceremony at the
People’s 9/11 Memorial Wall at Webb
Field. The wall consists of more than 1,800
tiles designed by children, seniors and
other community members.
Woodlands High School student Kata
Kozma (flute) was selected as an alternate
for the NYSSMA All State Conference in
Rochester in December. Thousands of stu-
dents auditioned for this honor last spring at
festivals throughout the state.
The Mansion Art Gallery opening of stu-
dents’ artwork took place on Sept. 20. If you
missed the opening, please stop by to see
the art that will be on display all year.

At RJB, SmartMusic is in the air. Doug
Denniston, music teacher at R.J. Bailey, was
featured in a Journal News article about inno-
vative teachers. Mr. Denniston uses an interac-
tive computer application called SmartMusic
to help students practice their instrumentation.
(see story on page 10). Trumpet player Fred
Smith will visit Mr. Denniston's instrumental
music classes this year and share his life les-
sons and musicianship with the students.
In Highview’s first assembly of the year on
Oct. 26, all 260 HV students – under the
direction of music teacher Peter Roberts –
participated in a program of music and dance
that supported the current IB unit. The second
grade is studying communities: rural, urban
& suburban. The third grade is studying
memoirs. Through music and movement,
Mr. Roberts directed the youngsters as they
danced, sang and played instruments related
to these themes.
Woodlands Middle School seventh grader
Nalani Smalls won third place in the tri-state
Cablevision “Delete Cyberbullying” contest
designed to raise awareness among students,
parents and educators about the dangers of
cyberbullying. Nalani was particularly delight-
ed because her work was good enough to
take third place in the high school competi-
tion, a step
above mid-
dle school.
RJB student
is a pub-
lished
author.
Take a trip
with an
apple as it
travels
through the
digestive
system in
fifth grader
Teisha
Lashe
Hyman’s
new book
“Uh Oh!
A Human,”

now available at bookstores and online.
Teisha was inspired to tell a story about how
the body processes food after she learned
about the digestive system at Highview
School. She then had a “eureka” moment
when she was eating an apple. Teisha, now
at Richard J. Bailey School, wrote the innova-
tive tale about the apple, told from the
apple’s viewpoint. “It started with a project
about the digestive system,” she said. “My
mom encouraged me to make it into a book.
I would like people to better understand
how food is digested.”

Spotlight

Highview Book Club celebrates anniver-
sary. Turn off the television, put away the
video games, forget about the cell phone
and spend quality time reading with your
children – that’s the theme of the Highview
School Book Club, now celebrating its 10th
anniversary. The club met for the first time
this school year on Oct. 19. More than 40
parents and their children participated in
the event, during which they began reading
the first book of the year – “My Name is
Maria Isabel.”
Principal Gary Mastrangelo hosted the
event. “The parent reads a chapter to their
child and then the child reads a chapter to
their parent. It’s fun,” he said. “They then
discuss what they have read. It is a great
opportunity not only to learn, but also to
bond with your kids.” The book club is also
a serious commitment for the second and
third graders and their parents to read one
book per month during the school term.
Each month they return to discuss the book
in a group, and then they are given a new
book to read. Highview librarian Myra
Atkinson organized the event and the club.
The book club meets again on Nov. 29.
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Woodlands High School

This marks my third year as
principal here, and I love the
students, the spirit, the energy.
My passion has not been
diminished; I am always
refreshed, empowered and
rejuvenated by the students.

We have made strides, and I plan to contin-
ue the course.
The AP courses
challenge the
students, and we
encourage them
to take as many
as they can. Our
initiatives in the
science depart-
ment are going
well, and we
are happy about
the science fair
and research
course. Our
students need to
compete globally, and this is how we get
them there.
The new state mandates, including teacher
accountability and the Annual Professional
Performance Review (APPR) will keep us
busy, but it’s important to note that our teach-
ers already hold themselves accountable –
every day. They are dedicated to their pro-
fession and the students. This is clear to any-
one who sees them at work.
We will also be working on the Common
Core State Standards (CCSS), the new state
learning standards. This means evaluating
what we are already teaching and bringing
it into alignment with the new standards.
These learning standards will guide us into
the future so we are in keeping with interna-
tional benchmarks and post-secondary
expectations.
This is an exciting time because now finally,
there are national standards in education,
and we will be better able to see where we
stand in the national picture.
Socially, the students have had fun with
Spirit Week and Homecoming. The theme
was superheroes, and that’s what they are!
With all the assessments, students can feel

barraged, so it is important to make sure that
students enjoy the high school experience.
This is a place of hard work, but they are also
building lifelong memories. We want to stay
focused on really educating the students, and
that is not only a score on a test.
New this year is Adopt a Freshman, a mentor-
ing program that teams seniors up with fresh-
men. Freshman year can be tough, so this
program should ease the way a little bit.
Seniors are excited about it. They get to share
how to be successful in school, so it’s good
for everyone’s self-esteem.
The College Fair, held on Oct. 18, was very
well-received with more than 40 representa-
tives from colleges, universities and the armed
forces on hand to discuss the possibilities with
our students. It was a great morning.
And lastly, the PTA is becoming more active at
Woodlands, with more teachers joining and
presenting at meetings. It is a great way to
showcase the courses, so parents can see
what is happening in the classrooms.
We look forward to a great year.

Ronald O. Ross

Woodlands Middle School

Woodlands Middle School
students began this new
school year with eager antici-
pation and are looking for-
ward to meeting the ever
increasing challenges of the
21st century.

On the first day of school, our staff met in
the auditorium with seventh and eighth
grade classes to discuss goals, programs,
schedules and co-curricular activities. During
the orientation, we emphasized the impor-
tance of homework, consistency and student
learning. We are very serious about educat-
ing our children and believe a solid aca-
demic foundation increases their chances of
being more globally competitive.
We are continuing to build stronger partner-
ships with our community and have
increased parental involvement and student
participation in school related ventures.
Our planned Parent/Student Orientation in
September was well attended and two
Parent Conference Nights are scheduled.
Parents are able to assist us to meet the
needs of our children because they receive
constant communication from the school and
are better informed. We provide various
learner interventions and counseling to
improve student performance through
Academic Instructional Support (AIS),
Instructional Support Teams (IST), Response
to Intervention (RTI), and Afterschool
Programs. In addition, teachers and adminis-
trators are being trained to embed the
Common Core Learning Standards into the
curriculum. This is very important because
our students are going to be assessed using
these new additional standards.
Middle School Spirit Week began Oct. 31.
This traditional event celebrates the academic,
social and athletic accomplishments of 7th
and 8th grade students for the first quarter of
school (10 weeks) and continues throughout
the year. The entire building gets an opportu-
nity to compete on teams in fun learning activ-
ities that encourage cooperation, leadership,
and character development. An Academic
Pep Rally culminates the event.

From the
Desks of the
Principals

Continued on page 5

Students get connected at College Fair.
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Congratulations to Nalani Smalls, seventh
grader, who won an iPod nano from
Cablevision’s Power to Learn “Delete Cyber-
Bullying” contest. She placed third in the
poster competition, and said, “I was trying
to show that cyber-bullying is wrong and we
need to stop it.” Her technology teacher,
Jodie Manne, encouraged the students to
participate in the competition and sent in
120 posters. Ms. Manne said she feels
responsible for teaching the students how to
make safe decisions online and how to use
the computer appropriately.
Lastly, our teachers are working diligently to
improve their delivery of instruction to all
learners by developing better formative and
summative assessments to evaluate student
performance and themselves. We shared
this information with other visiting schools
during our International Baccalaureate
Programme all day workshop on Nov.18 at
Woodlands Middle School.

Michael Chambless

Richard J. Bailey School

Since September, our school
has been filled with learning
activities that challenge,
encourage and educate our
students. From the annual Fire
Safety Day in early October
to the new climbing wall in

the gym that was contributed by the Dannon

Corp., we have thrived with the help of our
great teachers, staff members and community
partnerships.
Our summer reading program was very suc-
cessful and spilled over into the autumn.
Students who read three or more books over
the vacation celebrated their love of reading
with Literary Luncheons organized by librarian
Melissa Iamonico with help from reading
teachers Jeannemarie Cregan and Annemarie
Shovlin and art teacher Claire Cronin.
Sponsored by the PTA, which is always
supportive, the pizza lunches were a treat
for the 68
students who
each com-
pleted three
summer read-
ing projects.
These were
more than
book reports;
each project
was a
creative
hands-on
interpretation
of a book
the students
had read.
Ms.
Iamonico, a
Woodlands grad, remembered having these
luncheons as she moved through the grades
and decided to resurrect the tradition. It is a
great idea, and the students are proud of their
work, which was displayed in the library. The

mural there
has really
made a
difference,
and the
students
are begin-
ning to
take own-
ership of
the library.
Our stu-
dents also
became
more confi-
dent cross-
ing the

busy streets in our neighborhood as the
Greenburgh Police Department teamed
together with our monitors for International
Walk to School Day. We joined schools all
over the country, as well as Canada and
the U.K., in learning why walking to school
is healthy and great for the environment.
Thanks go to Detective Christmas and
Officers Matthew, Deastis and Basulto who
worked to make the fourth graders aware
of roadway safety, and to our wonderful
monitors Sean Morris, Doug Scarinci and
Tony Thigpen who helped make this event

Continued on page 6

Continued from page 4

From the Desks of the Principals

special. To conclude the program, music
teacher Bob Lance taught the 4th graders a
safety jingle that was popular years ago on
television and radio: “Don’t cross the street
in the middle, in the middle, in the middle
of the block...”
Manhattanville College Professor Helen
Krasnow and a crew of graduate teaching
students assigned to our school brought the
entire 6th grade class to visit the college.
Early college awareness helps students set
goals for professional careers and motivates
students to work harder and be more
successful. In October, Bailey students toured
the campus, visited classes, including
science labs and performing arts studios.
College admissions counselors spoke with
them about the application process and the
traits they look for in prospective students.

Safety first as students enjoy Walk to School Day with Greenburgh police officers.

Literary Luncheons are a success at R.J. Bailey.
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From the Desks of the Principals

Our “Professional Development School” part-
nership with Manhattanville is a tremendous
resource for R.J. Bailey students and teach-
ers. Through our partnership, students gradu-
ating with a 3.0 average from Woodlands
High School receive a 50% scholarship to
Manhattanville that they keep by maintaining
satisfactory grades. Our teachers also have
access to the latest educational research
and programs designed around the needs
of our school. Cooperating teachers
receive tuition-free classes and professional
development.
Lastly, but very important, is our service ini-
tiative. Launched at an October Assembly,
our sixth-grade students dedicated the
2011-2012 school year to the fight against
cancer. Lauren Moore from the American
Cancer Association spoke with the students
about how we each can make a difference.
Students will be planning a school-wide
activity each month and a Saturday
Community Day in May. One project will
be creating an activity book. Our students
will make word and number puzzles,
mazes, cartoons, jokes, stories and games
to share with children fighting cancer at
Blythedale Hospital.
You can see we have a busy year ahead.
As always, I welcome your ideas and
concerns, your calls and visits.

Marguerite Clarkson
Highview School

Another promising school year
has begun, and as always,
everyone is excited and enthu-
siastic to be back in our great
IB accredited building! This
year, you’ll notice something
new and very visible: Our

staircases have become eye-catching learn-
ing opportunities.
You’ll see when you visit that the risers on
every staircase are painted bright yellow
and display math facts from the multiplica-
tion tables. The project grew out of a math
workshop I attended over the summer with
RJB Principal Marguerite Clarkson, and we
instantly agreed that this was a fantastic

idea that had to be borrowed. The math facts
grab students’ attention and reinforce learning.
We have nearly all the times tables represent-
ed, and the number facts stand out in contrast
to the background making the equations pop
out at you.
The project not only enhances the visual expe-
rience of climbing the steps, but it gives stu-
dents something to look at when they are
waiting in line, awaiting the next direction
from their teacher. There’s only one way to
learn the multiplication tables, and that’s mem-
orization, so these steps are like flash cards,
but much more subliminal. Teachers are
involved, too, through informal assessments to
see where the students are now with these
tables and where they will be at the end of
the year. Some students begin to learn the
times tables in the later months of second
grade, so we are hoping this will assist all of
our students at Highview in becoming more
fluent, accurate and fast.
The cafeteria makeover is another Highview
highlight. Ceiling fans and new shades make

the environment cooler
and more comfortable.
Lunch with the Principal
continues in its populari-
ty, and always makes
me and the children
smile.
Our summer reading
program bridged into
the fall with students
reading as many books
as they could over July
and August and then
working on book report
projects in the class-
room. We thank the
Greenburgh Public
Library for its support in
providing books from
the reading lists.
Reading is very impor-
tant all year round, and
we believe our students
really understand this.
This year, the idea to
report on the book by
creating “cereal boxes”
was very popular.

Teacher Lori D’Andrea and teaching assistant
Maria Maldonado were behind this creative
project that the students really loved; the
projects were displayed in the corridors for
all to admire.
Lastly, but never least, both our back-to-
school night and first PTA meeting were very
successful with great attendance, and we
look forward to a year of partnerships with
parents, community, family and friends.

Gary Mastrangelo
Lee F. Jackson School

Another school year is under
way, and the traditions and
routines we have established
here at Lee F. Jackson form the
framework for another great
new beginning.
As always, the faculty, stu-

dents and parents come together in our
school to provide a rich educational experi-
ence for the students. The PTA is a special

Continued on page 6

It all adds up at Highview and R.J. Bailey.
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Reading Assessment (DRA2). It gives teachers
a method for assessing and documenting stu-
dents’ development as readers over time, and

it will help identify stu-
dents’ reading level,
accuracy, fluency and
comprehension. This
gives us more informa-
tion so we can focus
our instruction in areas
where students really
need it. The assess-
ments are conducted
during one-on-one read-
ing conferences during
which children read
specially selected
assessment texts. We
explain to them that the
teacher will be sitting
down to read with
everyone so we can
get to know what they
have learned about
reading. We do not
want them to get
stressed, so there is
no mention of testing.
We find this works
very well.
Of course, we continue

with the popular Read Around the World tradi-
tion now in its 14th year. The first of four cele-
brations was held in October; and our parent
volunteers read to the children during this mul-
ticultural program.
We’re pleased to see the children growing,
learning and smiling. They love coming to
school, and we love teaching them.

Patricia Simone

Early Childhood Program

Welcome to the new school
year that has gotten off to a
great start. You can tell by the
smiles on the children’s faces
that they have been enjoying
their classroom environments
and new routines.

This year, we had 174 students participate in
Jump Start Read for the Record, an annual lit-
eracy event where children all over the world

part of that community, and since our former
members have moved up to Highview, this
year we welcome a new board, including
Amy Huang as President and Steve Morton
as Vice President. They bring enthusiasm and
energy to the positions, and have lots of
new ideas, including some possibilities for
new fundraising opportunities. We hope to
get membership up, too, beating last year’s
numbers, which were already great. It will
be a fantastic year, I am sure.
In September, we observed the 10th anniver-
sary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks during a
morning assembly on Sept. 9 by wearing
red, white and blue; taking a long moment
of silence; and then singing the national
anthem. Jeremy Morton (grade 1) led the stu-
dents in his absolutely amazing rendition of
“The Star Spangled Banner.”
Academically, we have implemented a new
reading assessment tool, the Developmental

Continued from page 6

From the Desks of the Principals

are read the same book. “Llama, Llama Red
Pajama” by Anna Dewdney was this year’s
selection, a sweet bedtime story that chil-
dren really enjoy. Every classroom has a
copy of the popular book, and the children
keep going back to it. The students who
participated received a “World Reader” cer-
tificate on which they drew their favorite part
of the story. It was a lot of fun to see their
interpretations. We continue to promote a
strong literacy approach through the content
areas (math, science, social studies, arts
and technology).
We have three goals we are working on
this year. With new standards in effect, we
are now in the process of aligning our
Pre-K learning standards to our thematic
units of study. There are eight units through-
out the year, which serve as an IB spring-
board. We kicked off the school year with
New Beginnings and moved on to Harvest,
the season when we learn about the proper-
ties of autumn and how people lived in the
past. We also incorporate the concept of
sharing during this time of Thanksgiving
and collect for the food baskets.
Our other goals include preparing the
children for the PAF handwriting program
(that they will use in kindergarten) by intro-
ducing its vocabulary. As the students
become familiar with the language, their
transition to kindergarten work is smoother.
This goal came out of our joint Building
Level Committee (BLC) meetings with
Lee F. Jackson teachers. Finally, with the
new assessment system, called Teaching
Strategies Gold, it is important that our
teachers receive proper training, so we are
active in that professional development.
You can see we have a busy year ahead!
But we are always happy to welcome
parents/guardians to visit, volunteer or share
any special talents they have with the
children.

Dawn Male

For the latest news, visit
our web site:

www.greenburgh7.com

Jeremy Morton led students in national anthem.
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Alumni Stories:
Focus on Michael D’Amico
As one of only two pediatric gastroenterologists in the state of Vermont, Dr.
Michael D’Amico, graduate of Woodlands High School (1988), has a busy
schedule. On average, he sees 20 patients a day in his practice at the Children’s
Specialty Center of Vermont Children’s Hospital – part of Fletcher Allen Health
Care in Burlington. That’s in addition to being Clinical Director of Pediatric
Gastroenterology where he is responsible for the day-to-day clinical operations
of the division and its staff.

“It’s busy, for sure,” said the specialist. “But
all good. It adds up to seeing hundreds of
patients a month, and we’re growing.”
His patients range in age from birth to 21
years, and the rewards of working in this
specialty are significant: “I have the honor of
getting to know kids and their families and
helping them try to overcome their problems,”
he said.
Yet that is only one aspect of the doctor’s life.
Dr. D’Amico is also Associate Professor at the
University of Vermont College of Medicine,
which is affiliated with Fletcher Allen Health
Care. Then there’s his own family; he is the
father of three children ranging in age from
12 to 6. He met his wife, Danielle, when they
were undergraduates at Colgate University.
They celebrated their 15th wedding anniver-
sary on May 25.
His decision to go into medicine was not sur-
prising. His father is a physician and his moth-
er a nurse, so the path, while not defined
early on, was no surprise. “They didn’t push
me, but having them both in the field affected
my perspective,” he said.
So did his experience at Woodlands High
School. Although he did not know that he
wanted to be a doctor, he just followed what
he enjoyed, which essentially included the sci-
ences, the study of which a career in medi-
cine mandates. “It was not a conscious deci-
sion to go into medicine, but the school
offered what I needed,” he said.
“The academics were stellar. The school was
invested in academic excellence, and there
were a number of teachers who stand out as
caring, involved and intelligent.”
“There were so many great teachers,” he
recalled, in particular his mentor, Larry
Vinecour, who taught earth science and
helped him with science research projects.
Mr. Vinecour was also his WISE adviser on a

project that involved optics, telescopes and
astronomy. His biology teacher, Marcia
Bergson, was another who guided him. He
also took a number of college-level and AP
courses, and felt they were helpful in getting
into Colgate.
Many friends at Woodlands did well, too.
“My story is not isolated. Woodlands was
fantastic all around. Many of my contempo-
raries in high school at that time have been
very successful.”
Although he was “science-heavy” as he
explained, there was much more to the
Woodlands experience. Mike was on the
baseball and swim teams, and in Key Club
too. He also excelled in Italian, recalling how
much fun teacher Maria Vannucci made the
subject, so that students learned as much
about culture as language. “She was an
excellent teacher,” he said.
He recalls that the education he received went
beyond the classroom, and many events and
activities broadened the scope of the class-
room, including singing during a Mass over
which the Pope presided.
After graduating, Mike went to Colgate

University and then George Washington
University Medical School. He did his
residency in pediatrics at Columbia
Presbyterian and then a fellowship in pediatric
gastroenterology. He feels that the diversity
at Woodlands gave him exposure to lots of
people, helping him to be comfortable with
a variety of cultures and ethnicities.
He entered “the real world,” as he said, in
2003 with a stint in the Bay State Medical
Center in Massachusetts, and then moved in
2004 to Burlington where he is now settled
and happy, and has been enjoying the out-
doors with his family all year long. He visits
his parents, who are still in the Greenburgh
School District, as often as he can.
“The education and experiences I was
exposed to at Woodlands set the foundations
for the person and doctor I am today.
I wouldn’t change any of it.”

Timely Tips
from
the Nurses
In the last issue of Spotlight, we
introduced our dedicated school
nurses. In this column, they share
their best tips to help your children
stay healthy and well.
A child needs to be well to learn. So as this
winter season approaches, here are some
suggestions that will help the students stay
healthy and happy even on the coldest days.
• Use excellent hand hygiene. This is your
first line of defense against germs. Children
should wash hands often and for at least
15 seconds.

• Advise your children not to share personal
items.

• Teach them to cough into their sleeves, not
their hands.

• If your doctor recommends a flu shot for
your child, follow his advice.

• If your child is sick, keep him or her home
from school. A child must be fever free for
24 hours (without medication - not on
Motrin, etc.) before returning to school.

• Eating a good breakfast helps prepare chil-
dren for the day and keeps them healthy.
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A Word from the
Falcon’s Nest
The Falcons Nest Booster Club (FNBC), with
your support, got off to a great start at
Homecoming and looks forward to another
successful
year for
the benefit
of our
student-
athletes.
In addition
to working
towards
subsidiz-
ing this
year’s
Athletic Awards Night on Thursday, June 7,
we have already funded prizes for the
Homecoming pep rally, flowers for senior
parents at Homecoming, as well as hand &
foot warmers for the football team during
their sectional playoff game.
On Saturday, Dec. 17, we will be working
the 4th Annual Wrestling Tournament. On
Saturday, Jan. 7, we will be working the
4th Annual Breast Cancer Awareness
Basketball Challenge. The entrance fee for
each event is $3 and $1 for GC7 students.
At both events, there will be a raffle,
commemorative T-shirt sales, and refresh-
ments will be available.
Ten percent of all Wrestling Tournament pro-
ceeds, as well as direct contributions, will
be made to the Greenburgh Health Center.
Ten percent of all Breast Cancer Awareness
Basketball Challenge proceeds, as well as
direct contributions, will be made to the
American Cancer Society. You may remem-
ber that the FNBC was recognized as
News 12’s Team of the Week for the Breast
Cancer Awareness Basketball Challenge
this past January.
Please come to these events to cheer on the
Falcons, support all student-athletes and
encourage all student-athletes to be scholar
student-athletes with an average of 85 per-
cent or more.
Join the FNBC by being a “Falcons Nest
BoosterClub” Facebook friend or joining
the FNBC Google Group by sending an
email to wmhsfnbc@gmail.com.

Home Games
Support our student athletes by attending a home game. Visit
http://sportspakdb.lhric.org/mainindex.asp for the most current schedule.

Boys Basketball
Dec. 16 4:15 p.m. JV Hastings
Dec. 16 6 p.m. Varsity Hastings
Jan. 6 4:15 p.m. JV Irvington
Jan. 6 6 p.m. Varsity Irvington
Jan. 10 4:15 p.m. Modified Hastings
Jan. 13 4:15 p.m. JV Edgemont
Jan. 13 6 p.m. Varsity Edgemont
Jan. 18 4:15 p.m. Varsity Yonkers
Jan. 24 4:15 p.m. Modified Bronxville
Jan. 31 4:15 p.m. Modified Solomon Schechter
Jan. 31 4:15 p.m. Varsity Bronxville
Jan. 31 6 p.m. JV Bronxville
Feb. 2 4:15 p.m. Modified Ardsley
Feb. 6 4:15 p.m. Varsity Dobbs Ferry
Feb. 6 6 p.m. JV Dobbs Ferry
Feb. 9 4:15 p.m. Modified Dobbs Ferry
Feb. 9 4:30 p.m. Varsity Tournament

Girls Basketball
Dec. 14 4:15 p.m. Varsity Yonkers
Dec. 23 4:15 p.m. JV Bronxville
Dec. 23 6 p.m. Varsity Bronxville
Jan. 4 4:30 p.m. Varsity Pelham
Jan. 4 6 p.m. JV Pelham
Jan. 11 6 p.m. JV Dobbs Ferry
Jan. 11 4:15 p.m. Varsity Dobbs Ferry
Jan. 12 4:15 p.m. Modified Dobbs Ferry
Jan. 19 4:15 p.m. Modified Tuckahoe
Jan. 20 4:15 p.m. JV Hastings
Jan. 20 6 p.m. Varsity Hastings
Jan. 26 4:15 p.m. Modified Irvington
Feb. 2 4:15 p.m. Varsity Irvington
Feb. 2 6 p.m. JV Irvington
Feb. 7 4:45 p.m. Modified Sleepy Hollow
Feb. 8 4:15 p.m. Varsity Edgemont
Feb. 8 6 p.m. JV Edgemont
Feb. 16 4:15 p.m. Modified Hastings

Wrestling
Dec. 15 4:15 p.m. Varsity Hastings
Dec. 17 9 a.m. Varsity Hastings
Dec. 20 4:15 p.m. Varsity Ardsley
Jan. 3 4:15 p.m. Varsity Irvington
Jan. 17 4:15 p.m. Varsity Edgemont
Jan. 26 4:15 p.m. Varsity Dobbs Ferry



Spotlight Commitment to Excellence A newsletter for residents of the Greenburgh Central 7 School District

10

The award-winning interactive software pro-
gram loads music on the computer screen, lis-
tens intelligently to the student’s performance
on any instrument, and then indicates whether
the student is playing the right notes. Through
the instant feedback for each performance,
students hear how they really sound and how
their part fits within the whole.
“It is revolutionary,” said Mr. Denniston. “If a
student is playing the wrong notes, he or she
will know it right away. It is a great way to
practice, listen and learn, and SmartMusic lets
them practice, in school and at home, with
more than 30,000 accompaniments and
thousands of pieces of music.”
“It is amazing,” said Principal Marguerite
Clarkson. “We are seeing the results in the
music and the students’ self-esteem. It really
brings the performance alive.”
With this program, at-home practice time has
become more valuable, too. Not only do stu-
dents feel like they are playing with a real
orchestra, but they can record and listen to
each performance until they are satisfied with
the result. They then email the recording to

SmartMusic fills the air at RJB
Doug Denniston, instrumental music teacher at the Richard J. Bailey School,
grew up loving music, which comes as no surprise since his mother was a
professional cellist. His other passions are technology and teaching, and
through SmartMusic, which he introduced last year, he has brought it all
together for the students in the RJB band program. He hopes to use the
program to instill the same love of music in them.

their teacher who can assess, score and build
a portfolio to track their progress over time.
“The portfolio aspect is really great,” said Mr.
Denniston. “Students can archive their perform-
ances, and the portfolio will follow them

through the grades. This technology has trans-
formed the learning process, and the students
take the success and build on it.”
Mr. Denniston will be presenting a staff devel-
opment workshop to Westchester music teach-
ers on classroom applications of the program
SmartMusic. This presentation is part of a day-
long program designed for music educators

by the Westchester County Arts Leadership
Association. It will take place at the Music
Conservatory of Westchester.
He hopes to see the program expand into
Woodlands in the future.

Highview Teacher Receives Extra Mile Award
Congratulations to Liz Jones-Watson, Highview School special education
teacher who received the first Extra Mile Award of the 2011- 2012 school
year. “Her job description says that the kids come first,” said Superintendent
Ronald Smalls, “but she goes far beyond what is written in that job description –
and that is what we call the ‘extra mile.’” He cited a specific example
during which Ms. Jones-Watson, a GC7 alumna, drove all the way to an autistic
student’s home to pick up his special meal because he had left it at home. “The
boy is autistic and has special dietary needs; he only drinks – he doesn’t eat solid
food,” said Mr. Smalls. “The bottle with his meal was at home in his backpack.
She picked up the bottle and brought it back to school, and as a result, the boy
didn’t have to go without his lunch. This is what going the ‘extra mile’ is all about.”
The Extra Mile Award was created to recognize those in the Greenburgh
Central 7 community who go above and beyond for the students in the District.
It is presented three times each school year.

Superintendent Ronald Smalls and Board of Education President Terry Williams during
presentation of award at Nov. 1 Board of Education meeting with Ms. Jones-Watson.

Mr. Denniston and student using SmartMusic in school.
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Please Help Us to Remember
The FNBC hopes to honor the memory
of a person in the Greenburgh Central
7 community who lost their struggle
with breast cancer. The ceremony will
take place during halftime of the Lady
Falcons game at the 4th Annual
Breast Cancer Awareness Basketball
Challenge on Saturday, Jan. 7.

If you know of someone whose memory
should be honored, please send a single-
page, doubled-spaced biography of this
individual as soon as you can to
wmhsfnbc@gmail.com.
Also, please provide the name of the per-
son who will accept a plaque and briefly
speak about the individual, thereby helping
the FNBC raise cancer awareness during
this Breast Cancer Awareness Basketball
Challenge.
The FNBC will make a decision on whose
memory will be honored before our meeting
on Wednesday, Dec. 21. Thank you.

Library grant goes
a long way
A $1,000 grant awarded to the Friends of
the Greenburgh Library made it possible for
10 Greenburgh instructors to each “buy”
$100 worth of books for their classrooms –
at no cost – during the annual Greenburgh
Public Library Book sale held in September.
The grant was awarded to the Friends of the
Greenburgh Library by the Renee B. Fisher
Foundation under its program, Books for
Teachers. Since most hardcover books were
priced at $2 each, this meant a lot of books!
Congrats to the following librarians and read-
ing teachers who were chosen to participate
in the Library Book Sale by the Friends of the
Greenburgh Library and Office of the
Superintendent:
• Valarie Williams, Heather Pullem-Jackson
– LFJ

• Lori D’Andrea, Myra Atkinson – HV
• Ann Marie Shovlin, Jean Marie Cregan,
Melissa Iamonico - RJB

• Christine Metrinko – WMS
• Chaz Busuttil, Maralyn Brois – WHS

Upcoming Events
Visit our website for the most current and accurate schedule of events.
Date Event Time Location

Nov. 23-25 Thanksgiving Recess – All Schools Closed

Nov. 28 Community Engagement Committee Meeting 7 p.m. Board Room

Nov. 29 Falcons Nest Booster Club Meeting 6:30 p.m. WHS Cafeteria

Dec. 1 Board of Education Work Session 6:30 p.m. Board Room

Dec. 2 ECP Parent/Teacher Conferences –
No School for Students

Dec. 6 Board of Education Meeting 7 p.m. WHS Cafeteria

Dec. 8 ECP International Dinner 6:30 p.m. WHS

Dec. 10 ECP & Jackson Men’s Club 9:30 a.m. ECP

Dec. 10 WHS Scholarship Fund Fruit Pick-Up 11:30-2:30 WHS Teachers Lounge

Dec. 14 Bailey Winter Concert 7 p.m. RJB

Dec. 19 WHS Scholarship Fund Meeting 7:30 p.m. Frelow Ctr.

Dec. 20 WMS/HS Progress Reports Mailed Home

Dec. 21 Bailey Progress Reports Mailed Home

Dec. 21 Falcons Nest Booster Club Meeting 6:30 p.m. WHS Cafeteria

Dec. 22 WMS/HS Winter Concert 7 p.m. WHS

Dec. 26-30 Holiday Recess – All Schools Closed

Jan. 2 New Year’s Day Observed – All Schools Closed

Jan. 5 ECP Pre-Registration Information Night 6 p.m. WHS Cafeteria

Jan. 5 Board of Education Work Session 6:30 p.m. Board Room

Jan. 9 Community Engagement Committee Meeting 7 p.m. Board Room

Jan. 10 Board of Education Meeting 7 p.m. WHS Cafeteria

Jan. 16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day – All Schools Closed

Jan. 21 ECP & Jackson Men’s Club 9:30 a.m. ECP

Jan. 23 WHS Scholarship Fund Meeting 7:30 p.m. Frelow Ctr.

Jan. 25 PTA Council Meeting – Curriculum,
Instruction & Assessment 7 p.m. RJB

Jan. 26 Highview 3rd Grade Talent Show 7 p.m. HV

Feb. 1 Grades 4-12 Report Card Distribution

Feb. 1-2 Bailey Parent/Teacher Conferences –
Early Dismissal 10:45 a.m. RJB Only

Feb. 6 Community Engagement Committee Meeting 7 p.m. Board Room

Feb. 7 Board of Education Meeting 7 p.m. WHS Cafeteria

Feb. 8 Kindergarten Pre-Registration Night 6 p.m. LFJ

Feb. 11 ECP & Jackson Men’s Club 9:30 a.m. ECP

Feb. 20-24 Winter Recess – All Schools Closed
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MARK YOUR CALENDARAnnual Budget Vote and ElectionTuesday, May 15

Seeking Success Stories
Are you a graduate? Do you still live
in the area, or does someone in your
family? Have you made strides in
your career? If you feel you have a
success story to tell, please let us
know. We would be pleased to
include it as part of a regular feature
in this newsletter. To share your story,
simply contact
Ivy Kraus, District Clerk, at
914-761-6000, ext. 3114, or
ikraus@greenburgh7.net.

Finally, we are beginning the 2012 – 2013 budget development effort, and it is being led
by Ed Joseph, our new assistant superintendent for business. The board hired Mr. Joseph in
June to replace Frank Ferraro, who resigned effective June 30, 2011. He comes to us from
the Tuckahoe Common School District in Southampton, N.Y. We welcome Mr. Joseph and
thank Mr. Ferraro for his three years of service.

Mr. Joseph is also providing fiscal leadership as we work under the restrictions of a contin-
gency budget. While austerity is never easy, we are confident that, with Mr. Joseph’s
guidance, we will be able to deliver all the services that our students deserve.

I invite all District residents to come out to the Board of Education meetings – typically held
on the first Tuesday of the month – and share your opinions about how we are managing
the District. For a detailed meeting schedule, please go to the District website at
www.greenburgh7.com, click Board of Education and then select Board Meeting Dates
to see the schedule of upcoming meetings. You may also call District Clerk Ivy Kraus
at 914-761-6000, extension 3114, for a meeting schedule.

On behalf of the board, I wish you all a peaceful holiday season.

Sincerely,

Terry Williams
President

Continued from page 1

Dear Parents and Community Members

Continued from page 1

A Word from the Board of Education

All interested and concerned partners in the
students’ educational careers are necessary in
these times. The route we take today will result
in providing our students with a firm education
that permits each to be an independent learn-
er over the course of a lifetime and the other
skills needed for college and the workforce in
the 21st century.

There may be challenges relative to the nation-
al economy and shrinking resources. Let there
not be challenges due to holding on to
breaking with traditional constraints for old
times sake, alone.

It is through the granting of mutual respect,
through active involvement, inquiry, engage-
ment and support of the school’s mission that
we will contribute to the high quality of educa-
tion that our students deserve and our educa-
tors strive to deliver.

Continue to support your schools and take the
journey with us. We are participating in seek-
ing a new standard to prepare our students
for dealing with the advances in technology,
the building of global relationships and the
keeping of a balance for enjoying accom-
plishments, celebrating success and striving
for renewal.

I wish you continued success. Thank you for
this opportunity.

Sincerely,

Ronald L. Smalls
Superintendent of Schools


