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A Word from the Board of Education
Dear District Residents:
The recent weather we experienced has certainly challenged us. Just as we seemed to come out
from under the damages of Hurricane Sandy, the Nor’easter plowed into us. Many people were
without electricity for days, and school was closed for a week. Yet, we have proved that we can
face adversity, come together and rise from it. The Board of Education hopes that everyone is now
safe and warm. Our children are resilient, and the school work that was missed will be made up.
We are grateful our schools remained undamaged, and our daily routines are re-established. We
thank everyone for their patience during that time.

Under the leadership of Ronald Ross, many wonderful things are happening in Greenburgh Central
7. As you know, after serving as Interim Superintendent for six months during the last school year,
Mr. Ross is now our Superintendent of Schools. He hit the ground running and hasn’t stopped
since. We are proud to have such an experienced educator at the helm who, together with his
staff, is moving the District forward in meeting the requirements of the New York State Common
Core Standards, increased academic rigor and higher achievement standards. The Board has
assembled a team of highly qualified administrators to bring the District to the next level of excel-
lence and raise our academic standards. This will result in higher test scores and continued success
for all our students. In this issue, we welcome Julio Delgado and Broderick Spencer. Our winter
edition will feature Director of Curriculum Dr. Tahira Chase and Director of Instruction Dawn
Johnson-Adams.

The Board of Education worked diligently last year to completely overhaul the District’s policy man-
ual. What was once a 175-page document is now far more thorough. With more than 500
pages, it is quite detailed and will continue to be reviewed and revised throughout the year as
necessary. It was a long, arduous process, but one that was well worth the effort.

We are in the midst of implementing Place-Based Education in which our children study various
academic subjects using learning aids found within our community. Our school district, the
Warburg campus, and more importantly this community, are full of rich history, cultural diversity
and noteworthy environmental features – including the pond at the Warburg campus and the his-
torical architectural features of the administration building.

The Board of Education has also begun preliminary discussions on the possibilities of consolidating
the schools onto the District’s campus. We are aware that similar discussions have been held in the
past, but Mr. Ross has brought to the Board new ideas and refreshing perspectives concerning the
possibilities. We invite any and all community members to share in the dialogue we will have on
this vision.

We look forward to the coming year as we watch our children grow physically and academically.

Sincerely,

Lloyd Newland
President

Dear Parents and
Community Members:
The school year has started
with enthusiasm and pur-
pose. We continue to work
together to make the
Greenburgh 7 school dis-
trict the best in the nation,
and to get there, we are
moving in a new direction.
Over the summer, we invited David Sobel,
renowned educator and co-author of “Place-
Based Education: Connecting Classrooms &
Communities,” to speak with some of us. He
inspired and excited us. Place-Based Education
results in a deeper understanding of the curricu-
lum because it is project-based. It is not new.
It has been used extensively for more than a
decade and is backed by statistics that show
it results in higher levels of student achievement
and makes a positive impact on students and
community. It brings education to life. Our
schools have been actively using this method
through many partnerships with colleges and
organizations, and we are now taking it to the
next stage.
Mr. Sobel inspired and encouraged us to break
down the walls of the classrooms and use our
plentiful community resources and physical sur-
roundings to help support and instruct our stu-
dents. Through Place-Based Education, we will
use our environment to help excite and educate
our students.
There will be an intensive emphasis on read-
ing. Every child will read at or above the
grade level, but we will not teach to the test.
We will not allow the tail to wag the dog.
We are also going to concentrate on challeng-
ing our advanced learners, students who need
a challenging curriculum and appropriately
trained teachers. We will offer them a level of
academic rigor that will keep them focused
and on target for getting into the best colleges
and universities.
As we do this, we continue to face our chal-
lenges, including the new APPR mandates that
include teacher and principal evaluations, and

Continued on page 12
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Welcome Brodrick Spencer, WMS Principal
Brodrick Spencer begins his 20th year in education as the
new principal of Woodlands Middle School. He brings with
him a wealth of experience, good instincts and strong
leadership qualities to well serve the community, the
District and students.

In the short time he has been here –
he started in September – Mr.
Spencer has become acquainted with
the needs and priorities of the District.
“This position appealed to me
because I could see that
Superintendent Ross is making great
strides in moving this District forward,
and I want to be part of its upward
movement toward greatness,” he
said. “In every position I have had,
I’ve made the situation better, and I
look forward to continuing that here.”

He began his career as a classroom teacher in Maryland and
Mississippi, and moved into administrative positions in Westchester and
Long Island. He has served as assistant principal of Roosevelt High
School in Yonkers, as well as principal of Roosevelt Middle School on
Long Island and associate principal of Gorton High School in Yonkers.
His background includes head coaching for basketball, football and
baseball.
The last position he held before coming to Greenburgh Central 7 was
principal of Longfellow Middle School in Mt. Vernon.
This Long Island resident holds a master’s degree in secondary educa-
tion, curriculum and instruction from Howard University and a bache-
lor’s degree in law and society from the University of California at
Santa Barbara. Mr. Spencer is certified as both SAS and SDA. He was
raised in Jackson, Miss., and Long Beach, Calif., but is happy to now
call the East Coast his home.
His vision, in part, is to ensure the development of the whole child. “To
me, safety comes first. Then it is important to address the development
of both academic and social aspects of education, through increasing
students’ literary skills and creativity, as well as encouraging participa-
tion in clubs, organizations and athletic opportunities,” said Mr.
Spencer. “There’s a whole world outside of Westchester County, and
children can learn a lot through field trips and project-based activities.”
He has found the Middle School staff to be welcoming and
hard-working. “It has been a delightful experience getting to know all
the dedicated individuals in the District. Everyone has embraced
Superintendent Ross’ vision, and I am glad to be part of that team.”

Welcome Julio Delgado, Director of
Special Education
Julio Delgado, the District’s new Director of Special
Education, began on July 16. Arriving in the summer, he
said, gave him an opportunity to get to know the District,
so when school started, he had time to get to know the
students. “That’s what is exciting; the students are what
the position is all about,” he said.

After serving in the Patchogue School
District, where he was Chairperson
for the Committee on Special
Education, the Long Island resident felt
it was time for a move. From the first
interview with the Greenburgh Central
Schools, it felt right.
“I don’t like to use clichés, but Mr.
Ross had me at hello,” said the veter-
an educator who has been in the field
for 26 years. “We talked and talked,
and we made a real connection.
Mr. Ross asked me a pivotal question:

‘What are you looking forward to do here?’ and the answer was easy.
I want this District to be a lighthouse in the area, a place where other
districts come for leadership and creative approaches.”
He sees this position as the best of all worlds. He is in a cabinet-level
administrative position where he can effect change, and yet he can
be in the buildings with the students every day. In this position, Mr.
Delgado is directly responsible for supervising all special education
teachers as well as overseeing the Committee on Special Education
and Committee on Preschool Special Education. Among other responsi-
bilities are data reporting, APPR training, transitions planning, alternate
assessments, RTI, and BOCES and private placements.
Mr. Delgado began his career in New Rochelle as a school psycholo-
gist, natural for a boy who was fascinated since high school by how
people learn. He moved into administrative positions in Pelham, Glen
Cove and Westport, Conn., serving both as an assistant principal and
principal. He has been pursuing his doctoral dissertation at Fordham
University, and holds two master’s degrees and SDA certification. Mr.
Delgado, who grew up in New York City, is fluent in Spanish – both of
his parents are from Cuba.“Spanish is actually my first language,” he said.
He is very enthusiastic about working here. “I think this District will do
some amazing things,” said the father of two teens. “I was so happy
when the position was offered to me that you would have thought I had
won the lottery. I see so much potential and sincere commitment here.”
Education is an amazing field, he said. “It’s wonderful to see a student
who didn’t ‘get it’ before, finally see it. There are three words that
could make so much difference,” he explained: “Perception, signifi-
cance and kindness. If we could release perceptions of what should
be, make children feel significant, and be kind while doing so, I
believe we could teach anyone regardless of the disability. That’s why
I love what I do.”
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Welcome to our new teachers
Our new teachers bring excellent teaching skills and enthusiasm to
our students.
With the exception of Ana Riso at R.J. Bailey, all new teachers are at Woodlands.
(All photos, left to right.)

Elizabeth Sheehan, social studies; Heather Rocker, English; Shehnaz Hirji, English

Wanda Paulino, librarian; Christopher Vaccaro, English

Jacqueline Smith, science; Andrea Caso, English

Manlin Li, Chinese Ana Riso, special education

J. Jon Turk, technology
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Tips from the Nurse
Rosemary Kamholz, our Nurse Coordinator,
wants to see everyone stay healthy. Here, she
shares some timely information from the
NYS Dept. of Health regarding the seasonal flu.

Q. Is seasonal flu more serious for kids?
A. Infants and young children are at a greater
risk for getting seriously ill from the flu. That’s
why the New York State Department of Health
recommends that all children 6 months and
older get the seasonal flu vaccine.
Q. Flu shot or nasal-spray vaccine?
A. Flu shots can be given to children 6
months and older. A nasal-spray vaccine can
be given to healthy children 2 years and
older.
Q. How else can I protect my child?
A. Several ways:
•Get the flu vaccine for yourself.
•Wash your hands often and cover your
coughs and sneezes. It’s best to use a tissue

and quickly throw it away. If you don’t have a
tissue, cough or sneeze into your upper
sleeve, not your hands. This will prevent the
spread of germs.
Tell your children to:
•Clean their hands often,
•Keep their hands away from their face, and
•Cover coughs and sneezes to protect others.
Q. What are signs of the flu?
A. The flu comes on suddenly. Most people
with the flu feel very tired and have a high
fever, headache, dry cough, sore throat, runny
or stuffy nose, and sore muscles. Some
people, especially children, may also have
stomach problems and diarrhea. The cough
can last two or more weeks.

Q. How does the flu spread?
A. People who have the flu usually cough,
sneeze, and have a runny nose. The droplets
in a cough, sneeze or runny nose contain the
flu virus.
Q. What should I use to clean hands?
A. Wash your children’s hands with soap
and water.
Q. Can my child go to school/day care
with the flu?
A. No. If your child has the flu, he or she
should stay home to rest. This helps avoid
giving the flu to other children.
Q. When can my child go back to
school/day care after having the flu?
A. They should stay home until they are
symptom-free for 24 hours – that is, until they
have no fever without the use of fever-control
medicines, and they feel well for 24 hours.
For more information, please visit:
http://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/commu
nicable/influenza/seasonal/

Spotlight

WHS Scholarship Fund: Supporting
students for more than 50 years
Every year, without fail since it was established in 1961,
the Woodlands High School Scholarship Fund has support-
ed graduating seniors defray college costs by providing
scholarships to help them with their educational pursuits.
Over the last 52 years, the Fund has awarded more than
$1.3 million.
The Fund’s first president, Charles Snyder, and the Fund’s founding
members recognized the importance of providing an opportunity for
graduating WHS seniors to aspire to higher educational pursuits.
Ira Golden, who has been a member for some 20 years and is cur-
rently president, is grateful to the Fund founders who stepped up for
the students. “They took the initiative and began providing a means
for needed financial assistance,” said Mr. Golden, whose four chil-
dren graduated from Woodlands. “Since its founding, the Fund has
kept that tradition alive and has awarded more than $1,320,000 to
students who have financial need. We are very proud of that record.”
Ruth Mitchell, corresponding secretary, has been a member more than
40 years. Her four children and grandchild also graduated from
Woodlands. “I do this because I am happy to help the students with
their education. This District is great, and these students deserve our
help. We often receive letters of appreciation and cards from the
scholarship recipients.”
Members in the class of 1964 were the first recipients. At that time,
seven students received awards totaling $3,000. The fund has grown

since then. At the June 2012 awards ceremony, the Fund awarded
$38,650 to 34 Woodlands seniors, ranging approximately from
$100 to $3,000.
These scholarships are given to qualifying graduating seniors for
continuing education, whether it is trade schools, junior/community
colleges, and private/state universities.
Each student is evaluated on an individual basis, according to
individual needs based on a family's financial obligation. The defining
criteria are solely based on need. To apply, students fill out an
application and include a confidential financial aid form. To ensure
privacy, this is sealed and the information is sent to an independent
evaluator outside of the community. Scholarships are awarded at
the annual awards ceremony, held in June.

Funds come from three sources:

1. Community donations,

2. Endowments, and

3. Fundraisers. There are two annual fundraisers: the Citrus/Candy
Sale (fall) and Flea Market (spring).

With the rising cost of tuition in both public and private colleges and
universities, it is more important than ever to recognize the role the
Fund plays in our community. Membership is open and individuals
interested in community service are encouraged to join. For more
information, please contact the Fund through the Woodlands High
School offices at 761-6052.
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“This is a way for students to really experience
as much of a teacher’s reality as possible,”
said Ms. Scheer, who has been teaching at
Woodlands for five years. “It gives them an
insight into the profession and gives them
a better idea about it before they get to
college.”
Ms. Scheer took over the position as advisor
from middle school teacher Merica Neufville
who advised the club for many years. “These
students are very serious about the club and
their future,” said Ms. Scheer. “But we have
fun, too.”
College visits are among the club activities,
and the group recently was planning a trip to
St. Thomas Aquinas College. It is one of the
20+ partner colleges that offer scholarships to
TSTT students and mentor them through the
college experience.
Students generally hear about the club through
word-of-mouth. Freshman Michael Neil was
inspired to become a teacher by his teachers,
including Ms. Scheer, and Mr. Fritz, a middle

Today’s Students become Tomorrow’s Teachers; TSTT
helps them get there
While it is not always easy for students to think beyond graduation, there are
some who start working on their careers early and in a very tangible way. At
Woodlands, there are 17 students who meet once a week with advisor Wendy
Scheer, biology teacher, as part of Today’s Students, Tomorrow’s Teachers, a
national program that encourages and guides students who have an interest
in the field of education.

school social studies teacher. “Both teachers
inspired me. Ms. Scheer is so calm and col-
lected, and she makes her students confident
in their work,” he said. “Mr. Fritz is straight
up. He tells you the truth.”
Alexandra Salas, a senior, wants to be an ele-
mentary school teacher. “It’s my passion,” she
said, explaining that she was inspired by her
second grade teacher. “It’s the only thing I see
myself doing,” said Alex, who came here at
age 6 from Colombia. “My second grade
teacher (in a different district) made me see
how important education is, and I made it a
priority in my life.”
In addition to college tours, students get to
network with students from other area schools

that participate in TSTT. They make friends
and see other school cultures. There are
requirements for participants, including tutoring
and shadowing, but students in the club are
very focused and enjoy taking on the responsi-
bility and leadership challenges.
The program offers students many other possi-
bilities including:

• Career Development Workshops
• Teaching with Technology

Conferences
• High School Teacher Mentors
• Tutor Training
• SAT Preparation
• Summer Internships

Charlene M. Kyle, the regional program man-
ager, tries to get to the Woodlands meeting at
least once a month. “It’s a wonderful program

that exposes students
to the field of educa-
tion and lets them
learn that there’s more
to teaching than lectur-
ing in front of a
class,” she said. “They
get to design lesson
plans and understand
curriculum, including
the Common Core.
They get to see there
are many ways to
teach; it is not just
about classroom
teaching. They can be
college professors, go
into corporate train-
ing, or human
resources. There are
so many possibilities.”

During meetings, Ms. Scheer challenges the stu-
dents with scenarios that teachers may have to
face. In this case, she asked: “What would you do
if someone seemed to have an allergic reaction in
class?” The class acts out the scenario and then the
students discuss with Ms. Scheer what the actual
response should be.

From l. to r. Alexandra Salas, Siena Brooks
Michael Neil, Wendy Scheer, Dylan Eddy and
Charlene M. Kyle.
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Woodlands High School
In 1999, I was hired as the
Dean of Students.
Subsequently, in 2001, I was
promoted to Assistant
Principal. It is with great
pleasure and humility that I
write to you now as Principal

of Woodlands High School.
I believe that Place-Based Education is the
way to go – co-mingling the community and
surrounding environment to enhance the stu-
dent learning experience. This year, I intro-
duced new and innovative courses coupled
with dually certified and inspirational teach-
ers: Courses that will tax, challenge and
inspire all students.
For example, our marine biology course has
been reinvented with multiple tanks including
a 125-gallon coral reef aquarium.
Combinations of fresh, brackish and salt
water tanks are located in the classroom to
engage the most inquisitive minds. Each
aquarium environment, like students, requires
differentiated instruction exclusive to mainte-
nance of aquatic life. In this class, students
are assigned a tank that includes a variety of
fish and crustaceans whereby students
employ the scientific method as they learn
the water chemistry needed for the aquatic
life to survive. Students take water samples
and check for pH, ammonia, nitrate levels,
etc. Our students even have a hospital tank
where they care, treat and nurture fish back
to health after exposure from shock and dis-
ease. And let’s not forget the lizards and
snakes.
The new kayaks recently purchased allow
students to utilize the pond that is located on

school grounds to study water quality, aquatic
life and more. When viewing photographs
taken of our students exploring the pond on
the kayaks, one would think that they are on
the Amazon River, when, in fact, they are just
a few feet away from the school building.
Our campus is a hidden treasure waiting to
be explored – the opportunities and resources
are simply endless. Our goal is to explore
and utilize these resources to benefit our
students and provide hands-on experiences
that extend beyond the classroom and last a
lifetime.
Additionally, students produce and air short
films that are taped in our television studio.
Woodlands is a “Triple A” school, where aca-
demics, athletics and the arts are all support-
ed within the curriculum. Some of the films
produced and directed by the students are the
“Morning Show,” “ESPN Sports, WHS,” and
“Are You Smarter Than a High School
Student.” There’s also “Women in Television,”
another new course at Woodlands High
School, along with Swimming for Life (at the
Theodore Young Community Center) and
Going Green (Reducing Our Carbon Trail).
Our “Night Under the Stars” – although it
turned out to be “Night Under the Clouds” –
unveiled our new high tech GPS telescope
and deep space binoculars. The evening was
fun filled and informational with more than
150 people attending.
My vision for Woodlands is Place-Based
Education. As a child, I struggled to focus on
academics until a teacher discovered my inter-
est in airplanes (I lived near the airport) and
used that interest to steer me toward learning.
Eventually, I realized that I love learning and
teaching, and that is why I am principal
today. I want to share that love of learning
with students.
My philosophy is: We will work hard, but we Continued on page 7

From the
Desks of the
Principals

play hard, too. School has to be fun. Kids
need interest-based challenges and various
opportunities and experiences to prepare
them for the global market. All we have is
today; let’s make today the best day.

Will Washington

Woodlands Middle School
The Woodlands Middle
School family is very excited
about the opportunities of
excellence that are being
offered in our schools' envi-
ronment. In direct relationship
to motto, “Building Bridges

That Lead to Greatness,” we have accom-
plished the following: We have given base-
line assessments in all major subjects that
have allowed teachers to lesson plan
according to our students’ strengths and
needs for assistance. Led by our data team,
we are consistently formulating plans that
are instructional and data driven. Teachers
are utilizing common planning times to work
as cohesive educational departments and
to work on an interdisciplinary focus. Our
International Baccalaureate program is
running efficiently with a connection to the
New York State Standards and the new
Common Core initiatives. We have a col-
laboration with Pace University where we
are training six student-teachers to become
dynamic educators.
Our academic rigor is challenging, and we
have had our quarterly exams. We also
started our extended after-school program
for students who need extra service in math-
ematics and English. Extra help is offered to
all of our students Monday-Thursday from
2-2:35 p.m., and thanks to the support of
our community, we have extra bus services
to help get our students home. Our reading
program is in full swing and all students
identified are being seen by certified read-
ing specialists and teachers trained in the
nationally acclaimed Wilson’s Reading
Program.
We are utilizing Edline to communicate
with parents and students as well as
SuccessMaker for some of our most chal-

�

Studying marine biology at WHS

�
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lenging students. We will be incorporating
Castle Learning, a web-based program as a
diagnostic tool and a remediation program
that students can utilize in their core classes.
We have a building-wide focus on literacy,
and we are very excited about our book fair
held in our media center.
We have several student activities including
over 20 clubs and organizations, and our
goal is to have every student connected to
at least one of our clubs. We are building
leadership capacity as our student govern-
ment is actively involved in community serv-
ice projects including our drug awareness
Red Ribbon Program, our Breast Cancer
Awareness fundraiser and our Toys for
Smiles program. We are having fun as well.
We have modified fall sports that include:
girls tennis, boys and girls soccer and cross
country, girls volleyball, football and cheer-
leading.
We have great parent participation from our
highly educated and actively involved parent
population led by our PTSA President Denise
Daniel-Mack. Our open house for our 6th
grade parents was held on Nov. 8 along
with our PTSA meeting. We have an open
door policy, and we invite our parents and
community members to visit our school. We
ask that you bring identification and go
through our check-in procedures, and we
will accommodate you.
Woodlands Middle School is striving
towards greatness, and we want positive
minds on the bus with us!

Brodrick Spencer

Continued from page 6

From the Desks of the Principals

Richard J. Bailey School
School culture plays a tremen-
dous part in all successful
schools. Culture is the life of
the school; it is the attitude of
students, teachers, staff and
the entire community that sup-
ports the school. It is effort,

motivation, drive, enthusiasm, pride, citizen-
ship, friendship and service to others.
There is an air of excitement at Bailey as we

Continued on page 8

�

RJB school store is popular.

introduce a new math series, a new LitLife writ-
ing program, a new hands-on Science 21 pro-
gram and higher expectations through the
Common Core Learning Standards. We are
monitoring student progress continuously
through formative assessments and technolo-
gies that identify students’ strengths and needs.
We are becoming a Chapter of the National
Honor Society for Elementary Schools, and
we are continuing Student Government and
Safety Patrol. Our active partnerships include
Manhattanville College, the Town and the
Greenburgh Nature Center for environmental
studies and special projects, the Fire and
Police departments for safety and security, and
the Dannon Corp. for wellness.
This year, our PTA is supporting many school
initiatives, from the talent show and community
barbeque to evening workshops for parents
covering many relevant topics. Mary Spells, a
grandmother and former principal, is enhanc-
ing our school culture with a warm and caring
intergenerational volunteerism. Among her
activities, Mrs. Spells and her friends operate
the school store, reinforcing good manners,
making change and sharing. Her goal is to
inspire all of us to be our best selves.
Finally – with thanks to the Board of Education
and kudos to our Facilities Director Mike
Falcone and our custodial staff – Bailey has
new lighting, two new bathrooms and a
newly constructed traffic, play and parking
area outside.
I invite everyone to visit Bailey and enjoy our
learning culture in person!

Marguerite Clarkson

Highview School
It’s autumn, the leaves are
falling, the days are getting
cooler, and we’re happy to
be enjoying the routines and
rituals that the school year
brings.
As you know, we celebrated

Hispanic Heritage Month from Sept.15 to
Oct.15, and this year, we really empha-
sized its importance here at Highview. I
thank the staff members for the enthusiasm
they brought to our events, and especially
two teachers who worked very hard to
make the month so special: ESL teacher
Francisco Polanco and Spanish teacher
Peter Farah. They headed a committee of
teachers who came up with some great
ideas to make the month memorable.
This year, for the first time, we celebrated
with a Hispanic Heritage assembly that
included dancing, singing, chanting and
drums. The energy was amazing, and the
students really did shine. The assembly
integrated music and art into the I.B. Core
Curriculum. We thank our guest performers,
and everyone involved.
As we always do, we began each day with
our morning announcements, and then chal-
lenged the students with a question that was
related to an interesting fact about Hispanic
heritage or culture. We used Black History
Month as a model, and it proved just as
successful. Questions were generated by
teachers and students. The questions were
like a game of trivia, and the students had
fun with it as they tested their knowledge.
Here are two examples: “Most Hispanic
countries are in North or South America.
Name one in Europe.” “In America, we

HV assembly included musical performances.

�
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know it as soccer; what is this game called
in other countries?” It can be challenging
for sure!
We also asked that students introduce the
Pledge of Allegiance in Spanish. During
our culminating assembly, we celebrated
Hispanic culture with music and food. It was
a terrific program. It’s all about building
awareness and celebrating diversity.
Another great program was Back to School
Night, where we had 75% of parents in
attendance. It is always a good opportunity
for them to meet teachers and see what their
children are doing. I often say it’s “A Day
in the Life of your Child.” Lots of good
connections are made that night.
Finally, the playground surface has been
expanded and repaved, so it is larger and
safer, and we are looking forward to the
gym makeover that should be starting soon.
More details to come on that!

Gary Mastrangelo

Lee F. Jackson School
There’s a new feeling of
excitement in our school
this year, with enrollment
numbers up nearly to the
maximum (close to 350
students in our school).
Lee F. Jackson is a popular

place! There are a lot of factors making this

happen, but one of the biggest is the parents
who visit us and see the dedication and hard
work of the staff. Parents love the school, and
so do the children.

Walking through the corridors, parents feel the
buzz of excitement as they hear teachers
instructing students, and the happy children
engaged in learning activities. There’s lots of
good energy, and parents are getting the
word. There were about 300 people at Back
to School Night, a great turnout!

Everyone could see the fabulous changes in
our building: It is brighter with freshly painted
white walls which had been dark, and bright
primary colors lining the corridors. I thank
Mr. Falcone, facilities director; Leo Magnotta,
head custodian; and the custodial staff for all
their hard work on this over the summer. You’ll
also see many new murals on the walls that
I created myself. I hope you enjoy them; it
was a pleasure to paint them.

In the lobby area, the new reading nook was
generously donated by the PTA. There are two
benches and two bookcases full of books.
The Chinese proverb, “A book is like a gar-
den carried in the pocket,” is engraved on a
bronze plaque on each bench, and the book-
cases sit between them. The children love it!
We thank the PTA for the support they show,
going above and beyond as they
always do!

In the classrooms, we are implementing the
new Common Core Learning Standards.
Teachers are working in committees to update
the curriculum in order to align it to these new
standards. Assessments are also being devel-

oped according-
ly, as well
as progress
monitoring.
These are all
steps leading
to student
success, and
with all this
enthusiasm, we
are sure this
will be a most
successful year!
Patricia Simone

Students enjoy new reading nook at LFJ.

Early Childhood Program
At ECP, the school year is
well under way. Our young
students are happy as they
become more and more
comfortable in their new
classroom environments.
October was a busy month

with Back to School Night on Oct. 4.
Parents had the opportunity to visit ECP
classrooms, chat with teachers and get to
know our school.
Also on Oct. 4, the students participated in
Jump Start Read for the Record, an interna-
tional literacy event with children all over the
world reading the same book on the same
day. This year, we read “Ladybug Girl
and the Bug Squad,” by David Soman and
Jacky Davis. It is a cute story with adorable
illustrations. The students all loved it. This is
our fifth year in this program with 825
children participating. The book was added
to the classroom library for the children to
read any time they choose. Teachers and
parents came to ECP to help us celebrate
and read. From start to finish, it was a
busy day!
We also continue to work on our goals,
which we have updated. This year, we will:

• Review and refine teachers’ work in
aligning the Pre-K Common Core
Learning Studies to content areas;

• Align our Core NYS Pre-K learning
standards to our units of study; and

• Refine teachers’ work with the
Brigance II screenings and assessments
that are used to support differentiated
instruction as per each child’s needs.

As always, we welcome parents/guardians
to come in during the school year to share
any special talents they have with the
children. See you soon!

Dawn Male

�
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Marc Pekowsky might have read Robert Frost’s
poem, or perhaps not. But the 1980
Woodlands grad certainly took the less-traveled
– yet far more colorful – road to get to his
position as a music teacher in the Yonkers Pubic
Schools, a position he has held for 17 years.
He credits Woodlands for giving him the foun-
dation for his career in music, and instilling in
him the confidence and
skills that come across
loud and clear every time
you hear Marc play the
saxophone, clarinet, or
watch him encourage a
student during a lesson.
“The teachers at
Woodlands helped me
become who I am
today.”
Marc was non-traditional
from the start, beginning
with senior year. At 16,
he decided to get a jump
on college, heading to
SUNY Purchase where
he simultaneously finished
his last year of high
school and went through his first year of college.
“You have to remember that these were the
years of experimental education, without all of
today’s mandates, and students could try things
that were a little unusual,” he explained.
His GC7 education began in seventh grade
when he transferred into the District from the
Solomon Schechter school. With his older
brothers already in Woodlands, and the feeling
that private school separated him from his
neighborhood, it was a natural move. A more
diverse population also appealed to Marc.
Woodlands was among the first schools in the
nation to integrate.
“This school district was a national model of
progressive education rivaling the best in the
nation,” he said. “Families were moving here so
their children could attend these schools. We
were in the forefront of the new educational
policies, and we had some of the best teachers
on staff.”
Among them was music teacher William (Bill)
Ellington (yes, one of “those” Ellingtons), who

became Marc’s mentor. Marc had been studying
classical piano, but was drawn to the cool “hip”
Ellington who directed the band. He was wel-
comed on board, but the only instrument avail-
able was an alto clarinet, one that few play.
Marc took it on.
“That decision unknowingly started me on the
path to where I am today,” said Marc. “I felt

right at home rehears-
ing, practicing and
creating musical expres-
sion.”
Jerome (Gino) Sala, the
high school music direc-
tor, was another teacher
who played a strong
role in Marc’s develop-
ment. Sala, who had
trained at Juilliard, was
a classical clarinetist.
“He gave me the classi-
cal piece,” said Marc,
“and Ellington took me
to jazz on sax.” Soon,
he was simultaneously
studying both.
“I had the best of both

worlds, an incredible experience. Between the
two teachers, I got an education that would rival
any conservatory.”
At the same time that Marc was getting a
first-class musical education, he was also being
schooled in the social activism of the day. Two
teachers in particular – art teacher Andrew
Courtney and social studies teacher and WISE
founder Vic Leviatin – introduced Marc to a
number of compelling and controversial political
issues including nuclear power and the need
for citizens to become involved in matters of
public policy.
Through these teachers, Marc was introduced
to WESTPAC (Westchester People’s Action
Coalition) and was soon involved in social
action. This started Marc on a lifelong involve-
ment in politics.
After graduating from the University of Rochester,
Marc’s desire to see the world pushed him to
pack a rucksack and buy a one-way ticket
to fly around the globe. That ticket brought him
to 17 countries where he worked as an itinerant

laborer, working his way from one destination to
the next, everywhere from the orange groves of
Greece and vineyards of France to the tulip
fields of Holland, and everything in between.
In time, he made his way back to the States,
and continued in the non-traditional direction by
joining the Big Apple Circus as a stagehand.
“I learned how to juggle balls, balance people
on my shoulders and a lot of other esoteric
skills,” said Marc. However, the circus inadver-
tently brought him back to the music world.
While the circus was in Boston for an extended
run, Marc was invited to study music on a full
scholarship to the Berklee College of Music,
eventually leading to several years as a touring
musician. Marc then returned to perform in
New York.
On a lark, he decided to visit Woodlands one
day, and as he approached the Mansion, Marc
was amazed to find his mentor, Bill Ellington,
walking toward the same destination. “What a
coincidental and fortuitous meeting that was,”
said Marc.
“He grabbed me, and we laughed and talked.”
Ellington was turning in retirement paperwork
and convinced Marc – on the spot – to apply
for his job. As they say, timing is everything.
Marc got the job as instrumental music teacher.
“It really brought me full-circle with Woodlands,”
said Marc. “It was great to be back at my alma
mater working alongside my former teachers.”
Eventually, an opportunity presented itself and
Marc moved on to the Yonkers Public Schools.
“Education is challenging these days, trying to
keep music and art alive in the face of budget
cuts and a trend in education that has turned
from creative to standardized, especially in light
of the APPR and Common Core curriculum. It is
nothing like Woodlands back in the day when
I was a student there, where creativity and
individuality were championed.”
Yet, he loves to teach, and he continues to
encourage students to study and play music.
Marc also continues to play – with the
Westchester Symphonic Winds, a 60-piece
wind and percussion ensemble in residence at
the Tarrytown Music Hall, and the Sonny Carroll
Orchestra, a jazz Big Band.
At the same time, Marc remains committed to
being politically active. He serves as a union
representative for teachers, and has run for
office in his hometown of Carmel, and remem-
bers well being told, “If you are not involved,
you have no right to complain.”
Marc lives in Putnam County with his wife, Ivy.
They met when Marc was teaching at Wood-
lands, and Ivy still works at WHS.

Alumni Stories: Focus on Marc Pekowsky
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I –
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.

Robert Frost

Marc Pekowsky
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Did You Know?
�

Woodlands is Number One
The WHS Business Olympics Team was
named Champion at the 2012 Westchester
Business Olympics on Oct. 26. Participants
from 11 schools in Westchester competed
by studying a business case issued from
Northwestern University’s School of
Management that involved Walmart and its
current social, economic and environmental
impact on small communities and the nation
at large. The WHS competitors were Kiara
Bunting, Stephen Doyle III, Janae Henry,
Acacia Hines, Nury Moncado, Courtney
Regan, and Kevin Quant. The team did an
outstanding job of summarizing the case,
identifying the issues and developing an ele-
gant solution to the case. The presentation,
skills and poise of these fine students is also
to be commended. Other competing high
schools included White Plains, Alexander
Hamilton and Ossining.
WHS grad makes it to big screen
Justin Jenkins, a 2006 graduate of
Woodlands High School, was very involved
in the drama program. To those who know
him, it is no surprise that he has landed his
first co-starring role in a movie, “Speedsuit
Powers.” As a student, Justin assumed lead-
ing roles in “Dreamgirls,” “The Song of Jacob

Zulu” and “Marie Christine” presented at
WHS, the White Plains Performing Arts Center
and Theodore Young Community Center. He
was a member of Reader's Theater throughout
high school. Justin earned a BFA from the
University of Minnesota in June 2010 and
worked in the Guthrie Theater BFA Actors
Training Program. He also studied abroad for
a semester at the Globe Theater of London.
Kudos to you, Justin!
Jonathan Albert makes it to All State
WHS Senior trumpet player Jonathan Albert
was selected to participate in the Senior High
School Westchester County Area All State
Band. The ensemble is made up of the finest
student musicians in the county.
Students partner with Microsoft
In September, WHS students participated in
“Innovation Saturday” at the Microsoft store in
White Plains. The purpose of the day was to
bolster the project they are working on in
class as part of the national competition, “The
World Series of Innovation.” They are creating
computer applications, games, and health

and wellness programs. The group per-
formed with intellect and enthusiasm and will
continue to develop their innovations, busi-
ness plans and commercial concepts in
school. They were awarded $50 for their
innovations from Microsoft; their final submis-
sions could earn them $2,000 and the
chance to work with Microsoft. Business
teacher Elizabeth Egan is club advisor.
Gallery at Mansion displays
student art
Our students’ artwork will be on display at
the Mansion through May. The art show
opened this fall with an elegant evening that

featured
fine art, fine
food and
fine music.
Pianists
Awa
Nyambi
and Julie
Hung (in
photo)
performed
for those
attending.

WANTED: Musical
Instruments
The sound of music is something you can help
provide to the students of the District by donat-
ing your old or unused musical instruments to
the schools. Miriam Bernabei, who is Director
of Arts, Music and Special Programs, pointed
out that buying, or even renting instruments,
can be costly, and that District residents may
be able to help.

If your children studied music, or if you have,
and you have the instruments sitting idly in a
closet, they could be put be good use.
Whether it is a flute, clarinet, violin or guitar,
consider donating it to the schools.

If you can help, get in touch with Mr. Doug
Denniston, music teacher at the R. J. Bailey
School, who is managing the project; his
email is ddenniston@greenburgh7.net.
All instruments will be considered. Thanks for
your support.

Drama Club gets serious with Shakespeare’s ‘Othello’
The Woodlands High School Drama Club presents “Othello” in December, one of
Shakespeare’s great tragedy-themed plays. Its themes of love and jealousy, with its undercur-
rents of racism, make for great theater, and you can see it performed by our talented students
in our own black box theater. Directed by English teacher Nicole Masi, with 15 students in the
cast and the same number working backstage, the play will have you on the edge of your
seats. The show supports the new Shakespeare elective taught at the high school. Don’t miss it!
The show will be presented on Friday, Dec. 14, and Saturday, Dec. 15, at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets can be purchased at door: $10 adult; $5 student/senior citizen.

Left: In rehearsals, l. to r., Jackson Davis as Othello;
Stephen Doyle III as Iago; Nadine Bourne as
Brabantio and Rodgerry Robert as Roderigo, Above:
Members of Drama Club with Director Nicole Masi
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Spotlight
A Word from the Falcons Nest
Homecoming 2012 fell on Oct. 20, a beautiful fall
day, and the Falcon’s Nest Booster Club was out in
full force to support the undefeated Woodlands
Falcons in their last game of the season. Under a
canopy to shade the sun, the club was greeting

fans, parents and alumni; handing out programs, selling Woodlands
wear, conducting a 50/50 raffle and rooting the Falcons to victory.
The money earned will come in handy since the FNBC purchased
Championship T-shirts for three athletic teams that earned their way
into Sectional Playoffs. The football team, the boys soccer team and
the girls volleyball team all went to post-season games.
“It has been a wonderful fall season for our students, our school and
our Greenburgh community. The number of participants at all levels
and all teams continue to grow,” said Athletic Director Matt Smith.
“Our coaches have done a terrific job by stressing to our student-
athletes the importance of performing in the classroom. The success of

the season is attributed to the success
of our student-athletes in their classes.
I would like to thank our school com-
munity, the Board of Education and
the entire Greenburgh community for
supporting our student-athletes and
showing Falcon Pride.”
FNBC President David Jackson
enthused, "It was a great way to
kick-off our year. We hope the
momentum carries into our events through the rest of the year.” The
booster club has upwards of 300 supporters – anyone can participate
by joining the Google group or Facebook page. FNBC members will
be out supporting Woodlands athletes in winter and spring sports, as
well as partnering to make special events happen like the Wrestling
Tournament on Dec.15 and the Steps 4ACure/Breast Cancer
Awareness Basketball Challenge on Jan. 5. Non-sporting events for
the year will be the 3rd Annual Greenburgh Taste-Off on April 27 and
Athletics Awards Night on June 5.
The Falcon’s Nest Booster Club exists to support and encourage all
Woodlands students to become scholar student-athletes – that is, to
join one or more teams and to earn a grade point average of
85 or higher.
Anyone who would like to join in this endeavor is encouraged to
friend “FalconsNest BoosterClub” on Facebook or to join FNBC
Google group by sending an email to wmhsfnbc@gmail.com.

Home Games
Support our student athletes by attending a home game.
Visit http://sportspakdb.lhric.org/mainindex.asp for the
most current schedule.

Boys Basketball
Dec. 4 4:15 p.m. Varsity Tuckahoe
Dec. 4 6:00 p.m. JV Tuckahoe
Dec. 14 4:15 p.m. JV Mount Vernon
Dec. 14 6:00 p.m. Varsity Mount Vernon
Dec. 18 4:15 p.m. Varsity Pelham
Dec. 18 6:00 p.m. JV Pelham
Jan. 3 4:15 p.m. Varsity Ardsley
Jan. 3 6:00 p.m. JV Ardsley
Jan. 10 4:15 p.m. Modified Solomon Schechter
Jan. 17 4:15 p.m. Modified Bronxville
Jan. 24 4:15 p.m. Modified Tuckahoe
Feb. 4 4:45 p.m. Varsity Sleepy Hollow
Feb. 4 6:15 p.m. JV Sleepy Hollow
Feb. 5 4:15 p.m. Modified Bronxville
Feb. 8 4:15 p.m. JV Eastchester
Feb. 8 6:00 p.m. Varsity Eastchester
Feb. 14 4:15 p.m. Modified Irvington

Girls Basketball
Dec. 6 4:15 p.m. Varsity White Plains
Dec. 6 6:00 p.m. JV White Plains
Dec. 8 4:15 p.m. JV Mount Vernon
Dec. 12 4:15 p.m. Varsity New Rochelle
Dec. 12 6:00 p.m. JV New Rochelle
Jan. 3 4:15 p.m. Modified Bronxville
Jan. 9 4:15 p.m. Varsity Dobbs Ferry
Jan. 9 6:00 p.m. JV Dobbs Ferry
Jan. 15 4:15 p.m. Modified Irvington
Jan. 22 4:15 p.m. Modified Ardsley
Jan. 25 6:00 p.m. Varsity Ursuline
Jan. 29 4:15 p.m. Varsity Ardsley
Jan. 29 4:45 p.m. Modified Sleepy Hollow
Jan. 29 6:00 p.m. JV Ardsley
Jan. 31 4:15 p.m. Varsity Irvington
Jan. 31 6:00 p.m. JV Irvington
Feb. 12 4:15 p.m. Modified Solomon Schechter

Wrestling
Jan. 8 4:15 p.m. Varsity Irvington
Jan. 16 4:15 p.m. Varsity Ardsley
Jan. 24 4:15 p.m. Varsity Hastings

Congratulations!
To the Woodlands High School Football Team for winning the Class C
Championship by defeating Rye Neck 35 – 0.
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Upcoming Events
Visit our website for the most current
and accurate schedule of events.

Nov. 21 – 23 Thanksgiving Recess –
All Schools Closed

Nov. 29 Board of Education Work
Session (6:30 pm –
Mansion Board Room)

Dec. 1 SAT Test Date

Dec. 3 All WMS Winter Modified
Sports Teams Begin Practice

Dec. 4 ECP Parent/Teacher
Conferences –
No School For Students

Dec. 4 Board of Education Meeting
(7 pm – WHS Cafeteria)

Dec. 8 ACT Test Date

Dec. 8 WHS Scholarship Fund Fruit
Pick-Up (11 am – 2 pm –
WHS Teachers Lounge)

Dec. 10 Community Engagement
Committee Meeting
(7 pm – Highview)

Dec. 13 ECP Parent/Teacher
Conferences –
No School for Students

Dec. 13 Bailey Winter Concert (7 pm)

Dec. 20 WMS/HS Winter
Concert (7 pm)

Dec. 24 – 31 Holiday Recess –
All Schools Closed

Jan. 1 New Year’s Day –
All Schools Closed

Jan. 3 ECP Pre-K Pre-Registration
Information Night
(6 pm – WHS Auditorium)

Jan. 3 Board of Education
Work Session (6:30 pm –
Mansion Board Room)

Jan. 5 Breast Cancer Awareness
Basketball Challenge
& Step4ACure (Woodlands
Gymnasium)

Jan. 7 PTA Council Meeting –
Budget (7 pm)

Jan. 8 Board of Education Meeting
(7 pm – WHS Cafeteria)

Jan. 10 – 15 WMS Mid-Term Exams

Jan. 12 ECP & Jackson Men’s Club
(9 am – 12:30 pm – ECP)

Jan. 15 Jackson Open House for
Incoming K (10 – 11 am)

Jan. 17 Community Engagement
Committee Meeting
(7 pm – RJB)

Jan. 21 Martin Luther King Jr. Day –
All Schools Closed

Jan. 22 – 25 WHS Regents Exams

Jan. 25 2nd Marking Period Ends
( Grades K-12)

Jan. 26 SAT Test Date

Jan. 30 PTA Council Meeting (7 pm)

Jan. 31 Board of Education
Work Session
(6:30 pm – Board Room)

Feb. 1 Grades K-6 Report Cards’
Sent Home

Feb. 5 Board of Education Meeting
(7 pm – WHS Cafeteria)

Feb. 9 ACT Test Date

Feb. 11 Community Engagement
Committee Meeting
(7 pm – Woodlands)

Feb. 18 – 22 Winter Recess –
All Schools Closed

the deadlines for filing these plans will be met.
We look forward to the evolving plans for a
new K-8 school. This school, located on the
Warburg campus, will be the best K-8 facility
in the world, and, with the support of the com-
munity, we look forward to making this hap-
pen. It makes sense educationally, environmen-
tally and economically. It will reduce the trau-
ma to our children that comes with changing
schools every other year. Now is the time. If
not now, when? If not here, where? If not our
children, who?
Sincerely,
Ronald O. Ross
Superintendent of Schools

Continued from page 1

Dear Parents and Community Members:

MARK YOUR CALENDARVote on School Budget and Election!Tuesday, May 21


