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A Word from the Board of Education
Dear District Residents:
The Board of Education is working diligently with our Superintendant to further improve student
achievement, increase the number of students passing the State Regents examinations and to offer
more enrichment programs for our gifted and talented students.

To help us achieve these goals, both the Superintendant and the Board hired a new administrative
staff that is highly motivated and qualified to help him accomplish our goals.

So, I would like to welcome Assistant Superintendent for Business Stanley Bronski, Director of
Curriculum Tahira Chase Dupree and Director of Instruction Dawn Johnson-Adams. They are highly
qualified individuals who bring years of experience and expertise to their positions, and we are
proud to have them on our team. The three are already hard at work for our children, and you can
read more about them inside this newsletter.

The Board has worked diligently on establishing its goals, and they are presented in this
newsletter. (See p.3.)

The budget season is well under way, and we are trying to find ways to find efficiencies while we
fund our educational programs. With Mr. Bronski’s keen guidance, we hope to present a budget
that the community will pass. We are pleased Mr. Bronski has so much to offer us.

Our new curriculum format using Place-Based Education is going well. It guides our instruction and
gets our students excited and enthusiastic about learning while using the resources right here in our
own community. The beautiful Warburg campus itself abounds in outdoor wonders, and all our
schools can utilize them for learning experiences about the natural world.

We also are excited to be participating with the NFL Play 60, the National Football League's
campaign to keep children active and healthy. The program is being utilized at both Woodlands
and R.J. Bailey so far and helps reverse the trend of childhood obesity by encouraging children to
be active for 60 minutes a day. It is a fun way for students to exercise and enjoy it.

Thanks to the leadership of Superintendent Ronald Ross, we continue to review the possibilities
when it comes to the consolidation of our schools. We are researching the viability of this initia-
tive. Mr. Ross has brought new enthusiasm and ideas to this venture, and there is a real possibility
that we will present a proposal to the community as early as next year. We seek your input and
welcome you to attend board meetings and share in the dialogue we are having about this very
important subject.

Remember, the Board is always interested in meeting with community groups and members. Please
contact us if you would like to have a presentation, and we will do our best to accommodate
whenever possible. Since winter is almost over, we can expect that making community presenta-
tions will be easier.

Sincerely,

Lloyd Newland
President

Dear Parents and
Community Members:
There’s a quotation from Charles
Dickens’ “A Tale of Two Cities”
that I am sure you will find famil-
iar: “It was the best of times, it
was the worst of times.” That’s
something I think about as I look
at the big picture right now.
The so-called 2% Tax Cap contributes to making
this the worst of times. The imposition of the new
legislation means educators are expected to do
more with less. While the property tax levy threshold
may be manageable short-term, it is not sustainable
in the long-term, especially since state aid funding
is declining while expectations for teaching and
learning are increasing.
The Annual Professional Performance Review (APPR)
is among those expectations, and it is adding to
the financial burden. The APPR was ill-conceived
and rushed into place, and the research behind it
is specious. Yet, we have complied, and our APPR
plan was developed and accepted. To say that the
APPR is one of the most egregious unfunded man-
dates is an understatement.
It is interesting to note that the state provides us with
$16,000 per year to implement this mandate,
coming to $64,000 over four years. The actual cost
over four years is more than a half million dollars.
The implications are clear.
When I look at this and all the other state and fed-
eral mandates that are required of school districts, I
would say it is realistic to predict that one-third of
New York’s school districts will be facing insolvency
and unable to meet payroll next year. Alternatively,
they will need to cut back on educational programs
or eliminate teaching positions. Schools will soon
be little more than a shell of what they once were.
Having said that, I look at this period as a chal-
lenge. Every crisis is an opportunity to do better.
We are excited that our schools, K-12, are embark-
ing on the use of a new curriculum focused on
Place-Based Education that utilizes the beautiful and
lush Warburg campus – and the Greenburgh com-
munity around us – as our classroom. It brings edu-
cation to life as we use our environment to educate
our students and get them excited about learning.
We continue to increase the numbers of Advanced
Placement courses we offer at Woodlands and
urge our students to try one or more of these AP
offerings.
We continue to reach out to our area universities
and colleges to partner with us in the professional
development of our teachers.
We also look forward to the evolving plans for a
new K-8 school to be located on the Warburg cam-
pus. With the support of the community, we will build

Continued on page 12
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Welcome Tahira Dupree Chase
Dr. Tahira Dupree Chase, our Director of Curriculum, comes
to us from the Mt. Vernon Schools where she most recently
led the Curriculum and Instruction Department for six
years. With 19 years in the field of education, she brings
a wealth of educational leadership to the post.

Her career began in New York City, where she was a classroom teacher and
literacy coach at both the elementary and secondary levels. From there, she
moved into the Yonkers School District as a teaching coach and chairperson of
the English Language Arts Department, where she mentored, trained, and
coached many educators.
As the newest addition to the administration team, who was hired in late
October, she has hit the ground running. “I am ready and prepared for new
challenges, and excited to be part of such an outstanding team,” she said.
Since October, she has worked with Superintendent Ronald Ross and Athletic
Director Matt Smith to bring in the NFL Play 60, which is the National Football
League's campaign to encourage kids to be active for 60 minutes a day in
order to help reverse the trend of childhood obesity. So far, this initiative is tak-
ing place in Woodlands and R. J. Bailey, and is going very well.
Also new is the District’s participation in the Scripps National Spelling Bee for
grades 4 through 8. By the spring, the program will be expanded to be K-8.
“This is an exciting program that our students and community will enjoy,” said
Dr. Dupree Chase.
She is also helping schools in the APPR implementations. The District’s APPR
plan was approved, and as a certified trainer, Dr. Dupree Chase is training
others in teacher evaluation techniques. “We are building collaborative rela-
tionships and putting the new educational reform agenda in place,” she said.
“There is much more to come, including revising specific documents to reflect
Common Core learning priorities and developing strong implementation plans
to ensure our instructional programs yield the results it promises.”
Add that to the presentations she does regarding Student Learning Outcomes
(SLOs), and it becomes clear that Dr. Dupree Chase has been quite busy since
her arrival. But busy is something she is accustomed to.
Dr. Dupree Chase completed a doctorate degree in Executive Leadership at St.

John Fisher College in July of 2011, and holds an undergraduate degree in
Communications Arts from Norfolk State University; a Master of Art in English
Education; and a Master of Education with a specialization in School
Administration and Supervision.
“Greenburgh feels like home, she said. “This is where I want to be.”

Welcome Dawn Johnson-Adams
Dawn Johnson-Adams, our new Director of Instruction,
comes to the District from Roosevelt, Long Island, where
she served as Deputy Superintendent. With her 20/20
optimism, enthusiasm, and extensive background in
educational administration and teaching, Ms. Johnson-
Adams is an ideal addition to Greenburgh Central 7.

A progressive, “mover-and-thinker,” Ms. Johnson-Adams began her career in
New York City as a mathematics teacher in the Bronx, at John Peter Tetard
Junior/High School, District 10. With more than 25 schools and one of the
largest districts in NYC, she advanced and garnered the position as
Coordinator of Mathematics. The New Rochelle resident then joined the
Yonkers School System (another one of the “Big Five” city districts in the state).
After several years of instruction and numerous academic contributions, Ms.
Johnson-Adams relocated to Roosevelt. Her educational and professional career
continued to advance and helped her to land coveted positions with two of the
most prominent universities in New York.
“What ‘won’ me over to GC7?” Ms. Johnson-Adams asked with a smile, when
queried. “That’s a great question. I believe that ‘Children First’ is a ‘living’
motto (one that should be modeled, not just mentioned), and one of the most
imperative initiatives that we have as educators. When presented with the
extraordinary opportunity to be an integral member of the dynamic team at
GC7, a District that exemplifies that concept, I had to say emphatically, Yes!”
As Director of Instruction, Ms. Johnson-Adams said that her No. 1 goal is not
just to improve, but to increase student achievement. She believes that higher
aspirations and expectations motivate the children while positively impacting
parents, community and stakeholders as well.
Her extensive experience, the accompanying expertise that she has acquired
over the years, along with her science and stellar mathematics background
melds completely with Mr. Ross’ vision for the District. Since her arrival in
October, Ms. Johnson-Adams has been diligently working on cutting-edge initia-
tives, by strategically building on the historical strength of the District while con-
comitantly extending the continuity in the implementation of the new endeavors.
“The APPR process is essential, so I like to spend a great deal of time visiting
schools, doing walk-throughs, and observing teachers.”
A proponent of professional development, Ms. Johnson-Adams is keeping
up-to-date with the continual state changes and numerous mandates. This
enables her to give meaningful and knowledgeable, informational presenta-
tions to the PTA, teachers and administrators of GC7.
She holds a Bachelor of Science in biology from Pace University, an MS in
mathematics education from NYU, and a MS in Education from the Bank
Street College School of Education.
“Ensuring that our students are ready to conquer life’s obstacles, pursue,
acquire and embrace their destinies is of paramount importance,” said Ms.
Johnson-Adams. “Therefore, it is essential that they have the skills that are vital
to their success, and literacy in every content area is one of those fundamental
tools. Greenburgh has an award-winning team that possesses the ability and
dedication to produce students who will be college and career-ready in the
21st century. We can do it…We will do it!”

Dr. Tahira Dupree Chase, our Director of Curriculum (l.) and Dawn Johnson-
Adams, our Director of Instruction
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Running for School Board
Any resident who wishes to run for School Board
and meets the legal qualifications can submit a
nominating petition available in the District Clerk’s
Office. The deadline for filing a nominating peti-
tion is 5 p.m. on Monday, April 22, 2013, in
the District Clerk’s Office. For additional informa-
tion, please contact the District Clerk at
914-761-6000, ext. 3114.

As per NYS Education Law, legal qualifications to
serve on the Board of Education are:

• Must be able to read and write.
• Must be a qualified voter of the District.
• Must be a resident of the District at least on
year prior to the election.

• Must be the only member of his/her family on
such school board.

• Must not be an employee of such school board.
• Must not simultaneously hold another
incompatible public office.

• Must not have been removed from another
school district office within one year of election.

Welcome Stanley Bronski, Assistant Superintendent for Business
On Sept. 10, 2012, Stanley Bronski assumed the responsibilities of Assistant Superintendent for Business. The District is
fortunate to have gained such an experienced business official whose background covers public accounting, corporations
and educational administration.

Mr. Bronski’s prior experience of more than
15 years in education includes service in dis-
tricts both small and medium in size, and a
Big Five district – Yonkers. He has held a num-
ber of posts, including Assistant Superinten-
dent for Finance, Director of Business &
Finance, Assistant Business Manager and
Accountant.
Mr. Bronski also has been a Corporate
Controller as well as a Senior Auditor for a
Fortune 500 company. Additionally, he is a
Certified Public Accountant in New York and
began his career in accounting working for
the Big Eight accounting firm of Arthur Young
& Company.
He is pleased to be part of the administrative
team. “Superintendent Ronald Ross is a strong
educational leader with vision and focus who
knows where he is going and where he wants

to be,” said Mr. Bronski. “He instills in his staff
the motivation to be great, not just good, in
what we do each and every day.”
It is his respect and admiration for the leader-

ship of Mr. Ross that motivated Mr. Bronski to
join the District.
Mr. Bronski enjoys the varied responsibilities
of the position and strives to support the edu-
cational goals of the District. “Since this is
a relatively small district, I am part of the
decision-making process,” said Mr. Bronski.
“Every day provides the opportunity to support
the initiatives of the District to help our students
become the leaders of tomorrow.”
The father of two grown sons has a local resi-
dence in White Plains. He holds a Bachelor
of Science degree with a major in accounting
from St. John’s University; a Master of Business
Administration from Bernard M. Baruch
College with a major in finance and invest-
ments, and a professional diploma in school
business administration from the C.W. Post
Campus of Long Island University.

Transportation Reminder
Parents in the District requiring transportation for their chil-
dren to private or parochial schools must return the trans-
portation request form to the District by April 1. For more
information, or to obtain a copy of the form, please call
Richard Mayer, Transportation Supervisor, at
914-761-6000, ext. 3140.

1. The graduation rate* will reach 95% by
2015-16 through a combination of
implementing rigorous academic instruction,
building instructional leadership capacity,
training and hiring highly competent and
effective teachers, improving summative test
results and providing a greater variety of
opportunities for experiential learning.

2. Develop and nurture strong partnerships
with internal and external communities by
settling 100% of open employee contracts,
increasing parental engagement opportuni-
ties in the schools – prompting more residents
to participate in the annual school district
election and pass the budget.

3. Develop short and long-range financial
plans that balance fiscal and educational
responsibility. Through zero-based budgeting
and prudent management, we will ensure
that maximum resources are directed to the
classroom while annual budget increases
are minimized.

4. Implement Professional Learning Communities
(PLC) that build a collaborative model for

assessing student data to raise outcomes –
achieving vertical (grade-to-grade) and
horizontal (program-to-program) alignment of
the District’s curriculum by 2014-15.

5. Halt the outmigration of students to public,
private and parochial schools in 2013-14
and annually bring 5% of students back to
their home school beginning in 2014-15.

6. Develop a long-range facilities plan that
envisions the successful implementation of
the District’s desired educational program in
buildings that provide a secure, healthy,
state-of-the-art environment in a cost-efficient
configuration.

7. Promote community consent for a long-range
facilities plan to consolidate and/or renew
school buildings with a view toward a fall
2013 public referendum.

8. Begin the implementation in 2014-15 of a
long-range facilities plan to consolidate
and/or renew school buildings with a view
toward a 2017 completion.

Board of Education Goals
(At time of production, these Goals had not been formally adopted, but were expected to be adopted on March 5.)

* Current GC7 graduation rate is 92% (NYS average
graduation rate is 68% and their goal is to reach 80%).
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Budget Timeline
Date Location Time Topic

March 7 Community Outreach 7 p.m. District Revenues
Budget Workshop Maximum Tax Levy Limit
Highview School Multipurpose Room Curriculum

March 12 Community Outreach 7 p.m. Fringe Benefits
Budget Workshop Maintenance & Operations
Woodlands High School Auditorium Special Education

March 19 Community Outreach 7 p.m. District Expenses
Budget Workshop Technology, Transportation
Lee F. Jackson Cafetorium The Arts, Athletics

April 2 Community Outreach 7 p.m. Curriculum
Budget Workshop Human Resources
R. J. Bailey Room 012

April 6 Community Outreach 10:30 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Review of Entire Budget
Budget Workshop
Greenburgh Public Library

April 8 Community Outreach 7 p.m. Review of Entire Budget
Budget Workshop
Greenburgh Town Hall -
Training Room 2nd floor

April 9 Board of Education 8 p.m. Review of Entire Budget
Adoption of Budget
Woodlands Middle
School/High School Cafeteria

May 7 Annual Budget Hearing 8 p.m. Review of Entire Budget
Woodlands Middle
School/High School Cafeteria

May 21 Annual Budget Vote and 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
School Board Election
Woodlands Middle
School/High School Gymnasium

Budget Talk
Q: Are school districts required to have
a budget?

A: Yes. Under NY State education law,
school districts are required to prepare an
annual budget for voting on by the taxpayers
of the District.

Q: What is the definition of a school
district budget?

A: The school district budget is a “plan of
action.” It represents the District’s blueprint for
the coming year expressed in terms of money.
The first function of this budget is to record, in
terms of money, what the realistic goals or
objectives of the District are for the coming
year. The budget is the financial plan of
action that results from the Board of
Education’s decisions as to the program for
the future. The second function of the budget
is to provide a tool to monitor the financial
activities throughout the year. The budget
provides a benchmark or comparison point
that will be an early warning to the Board
of Education that their financial goals may
not be met.

Q: What are some of the budget goals?

A: Our goals are:

• To maximize the achievement of all students
by strengthening our district-wide
professional learning community.

• To develop, deliver and implement a budget
that strengthens and maximizes all of
our resources while being responsible to
our taxpayers.

• To improve communication between and
among all stakeholders.

• To ensure equitable opportunities and
optimal outcomes for all students.

Q: What is some of the terminology used
in budgeting and its definition?

A: Here are some terms that make the
process more clear:

• Encumbrances – commitments related to
unperformed contracts for good or services.

• Revenue – all sources of funds to be earned
and recognized to finance appropriations
contained in the annual budget.

• Expense – outflows or other using up of
assets or the incurrences of liabilities from

the rendering of services that constitute the
District’s central operations.

• Appropriations – legal authorization
granted to make expenditures and to incur
obligations for specific purposes.

• Foundation Aid – the main component of
NY State aid to school districts.

• Gap Elimination Adjustment – a charge
back by NY State to cover deficits in the
State’s overall spending.

• Fund Balance – the amount left over from
the offset of expenses against revenues.

Q: When does the budget process begin
and end?

A: The budget process begins in November
and ends with the budget vote on May 21,
2013. During these months, priorities are
evaluated, determined and established for the
coming year.

Q: What is the property tax cap?

A: The State Legislature and the Governor
enacted legislation that establishes a“property
tax cap” which limits growth in the property
tax levy to 2 percent or the rate of inflation,
whichever is less, with some exceptions.
School districts have the ability to override the
cap with a 60 percent supermajority of voters.
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Woodlands High School
The year has been going very
well. Our students’ accomplish-
ments are something to shout
about, and you will agree if
you visit our school and see our
premier art exhibition or tune in
to our TV channels (33 and 77)
and see the great work that is

being done here. On our television stations,
we have become the content provider with our
students working as producers, directors, news
anchors, hosts, editors, actors, writers and
more. Our shows and films include talk shows,
sports reports and even game shows. “Are You
Smarter than a High School Student” is moder-
ated by guidance counselor Joe Foy and has
been getting a lot of good attention. It puts the
pressure on students and staff members who
battle out the game in good cheer while
answering tough questions in different cate-
gories from sports, geography and popular cul-
ture to science and history. On the show,
“Falcon’s Nest,” student and host Acacia Hines
recently interviewed PTA President Pamela
Cucinell-Padillo and Vice President Claude
Simpson. It is a great example of how we can
bring students and the community together to
discuss important issues and topics. Another
one is our first Spanish language TV show
which deals with the issue of cyberbullying.
As I have said before, Woodlands is a school
where academics, athletics and the arts are
all supported within the curriculum.
If you cannot read, you cannot ingest knowl-
edge, even in math. Reading is key. By con-
verting a storage room into a writing/reading
lab that is equipped with Nook readers, stu-
dents are excited about reading. If you give
them a book, it’s old; give them a Nook, and
they get excited. It is a different approach
that works with this generation.
We are building vocabulary through assess-
ments and challenging the students to learn
15 new words each week (more for honor
students). We ask them to read two books
every five weeks from a revised and contempo-
rary reading list. By using Lexile scores, we
know the reading levels of these books, and
challenge students to try to read a grade
above level. It works. We instruct students on
essay writing using the critical lens of the 3 E’s:
example, element, effect. This is a formula that
will transfer to their college essays and college
work. We use games to spark the use of transi-
tion words to bridge paragraphs. We have
Regents Prep classes, and we encourage stu-
dents to blog to get extra credit. By combining

these strategies – with the support of our four
new English teachers, we have hit pay dirt, as
they say. We encourage our kids to be
inquisitive thinkers because inquisitive thinkers
think differently.
I also want to talk about Place-Based Education
and how we are utilizing our community
resources. Our kids are scientists, and we are
partnering with the Solomon Schechter School
right next door by testing our schools’ water
quality, comparing notes and aligning our chem-
istry kits. Additionally, we will be Skyping with
them on this and other projects including politi-
cal debates. The possibilities are endless, and
the partnership brings students and schools
together. Our students also enjoy school trips;
these have included Indian Point, the United
Nations, and the Hayden Planetarium, which
was awesome for our special needs students.
We also are developing our own airport with a
simulator that teachers students to fly helicopters.
They will then go outside and use models to get
hands-on experience. It’s great for those interest-
ed in science and aviation.
As you can see, Woodlands High School is a
busy place where learning is paramount. I can
continue, but space is limited. Fortunately, our
plans are limitless, and we strive to be the
best we can be.

Will Washington

Woodlands Middle School
The Woodlands Middle School
family is working very effectively
to comply with our motto,
“Building Bridges that Lead to
Greatness.” Teachers are maxi-
mizing their usage of common
planning time to analyze our stu-
dents’ strengths and weaknesses

to prepare appropriate and adequate lessons.
We completed our evaluation for the
International Baccalaureate Program in
December and look forward to the results from

Continued on page 7

From the
Desks of the
Principals

the committee. Our students completed a
rigorous midterm schedule in January, and for
those who need some help moving forward,
our Monday through Thursday after-school
program supports students in mathematics
and English.
There are many great events happening in our
school. In conjunction with Scholastic, we
conducted a book fair in the school library.
We also held our College Day in the fall with
members from CUNY attending.
In February, a number of our students partici-
pated in the District’s Black History Month
program, which was supported by the Social
Studies Department. Students worked on
related projects such as creating a television
demo on past African Americans and how
they influenced the modern day world. This
will be displayed to the student body
during morning announcements.
We also showed our school spirit during Spirit
Week in February, and held our second stu-
dent dance, which were both exhilarating.
This month, we conducted our Science Fair
with all students participating. Another high-
light of March is the new spelling bee. The
District is now participating in the Scripps
National Spelling Bee for grades 4 through
8, to be held at Bailey Elementary School on
March 13, with the District's winner going to
Washington, D.C., for the International
Spelling Bee.
We have several students participating in win-
ter sports; these include basketball, indoor
track, wresting, fencing and cheerleading.
Since December, we have been participating
with the NFL Play 60, the National Football
League's campaign to help reverse the trend of
childhood obesity by encouraging children to
be active for 60 minutes a day. We have
partnered with the New York Jets and the Fred
Baxter Foundation in this initiative.
In addition to all these student activities, 20
of our students are being trained for peer
leadership through the Center for Human
Options and the Westchester County Youth
Services Bureau.
The PTA continues to support us. At a recent
meeting, members of the Greenburgh Police
Department and the WMS health teacher, Mr.
Carlos Rodriquez ,discussed the effects of
energy drinks, as well as drugs (both sold in
stores legally and those sold illegally on the
street), on the body. It was very illuminating.
We will also host a Parents Saturday

�

�
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Academy soon that relates to the mathematics
and English exams. At our next PTA meeting,
we will be training parents on the use of
EdLine.
Community service has always been important
at WMS, and this year continues that tradition
with many students actively engaged in
community service projects. Students donated
nearly150 toys to the Toys for Tots program
over the holidays, and several members of
our student government participated in creating
Thanksgiving baskets at the Theodore D.
Young Community Center.
The Honor Rolls continue to get longer with
60% of our students making the Honor Roll
the first marking period. Our second marking
period Honor Roll Breakfast was held Feb. 28.
We had forty-eight 7th graders and thirty-four
8th graders make the Honor Roll.

Brodrick Spencer

Richard J. Bailey School
At R.J.Bailey, we challenge our
students to think globally and
become citizens of the world,
which begins right here in the
Greenburgh community. The IB
curriculum dovetails nicely with
our emphasis on Place-Based
Education as it allows students

to explore units of study from a community-
focused perspective that encourages service.
As students grow and learn, their community
broadens and becomes more global. The
“Thought of the Week,” which has become a
constant in our school, with all members of the
staff contributing ideas, presents students with
topics on which to reflect through essays. It
challenges students to think critically and cre-
atively. Here’s a recent example by teacher
assistant Mr. Critton: "If you could start your
own charity or foundation, what would you call
it, and what problem or issue would it focus
on?” Some snippets from 5th grade responses
follow:
Christian Isaac writes, “I would start the Isaac
School for Troubled Children. I would help all
children learn to read.”
Emma Eng says she has been reading books
about epilepsy for her book report. “I would
call my charity Epilepsy Awareness and the
focus would be making people aware of the
different kinds of seizures.”

Continued from page 6
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Miyah Dollison would raise money in bake
sales. “I would love to make a change in the
world by starting a foundation called Saving
Sickle Cell Fighters.”
Alyssa Laurenceau would make a charity called
Miracle Heroes. She would have young adults
visit children and adult cancer patients and
“make them feel like nothing can stop them.”
Alyssa is especially concerned with
Firbrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva (FOP), a
rare genetic disease that affects connective
tissue and is more prevalent in the U.S. than
elsewhere.
Mindful that lifelong habits are established dur-
ing childhood, Dr. Chase assisted us in bringing
NFL Play 60 to Bailey and the Middle School.
The program fights childhood obesity and
encourages students to be active for 60 minutes
a day. It helps us look at the whole child and
educate our students accordingly. New York Jets
star Fred Baxter visited us to motivate the stu-
dents on wellness, and we look forward to par-
ticipating in this program all year long. We
have integrated the program into our curriculum
in fun ways for the students. The fifth-graders, for
instance, were asked to design a new sneaker
in art class and write a letter to any major shoe
manufacturer to sell their sneaker. This project
was an integration of arts and physical educa-
tion into business and marketing. It tied in well
with NFL Play 60.
The new District Spelling Bee also has us very
excited. All students participated in the written
test, and 14 children are advancing to the
district-wide finals being held at Bailey on
March 13. The District champion will head to
the Scripps National Spelling Bee in
Washington, D.C.
We were all deeply saddened by the crisis in
Newtown, and are coping by focusing on the
heroes that we find in any crisis. Heroes show
bravery and courage, and children identify with
heroes because heroes make us feel empow-
ered. As author Joseph Campbell taught us in
“The Hero with a Thousand Faces,” we all need
heroes. This magical book shows the hero as a
universal concept that exists in all cultural
mythologies. We also suggest to children that
they too can be heroes. When they resist bully-
ing or stand up for someone who might be
experiencing bullying, he or she is a hero. To tie
these threads together, we arranged for a
“Comic Convention” last month that linked super-
heroes and reading. In partnership with friends
at Marvel Comics who offered us hundreds of
free comic books, we had a “Comic Con” right
here at Bailey, and students were able to
choose and then trade age-appropriate comics.

This encourages reading and reinforces the
positive hero concept. We thank our friends at
Marvel for making this possible. It was a day
that we all enjoyed.
In all, we have been active and happy, and
look forward to finding more new and exciting
ways to support our District’s motto,
“Commitment to Excellence.”

Marguerite Clarkson

Highview School
There is always so much hap-
pening at Highview School,
and this season confirms it. As
our focus this year shifts more
toward Place-Based Education,
we have had many opportuni-
ties to take advantage of all
the learning opportunities right

here in our own community, both in and out of
the classrooms and schools.
In January, our Martin Luther King, Jr. Peace
Assembly came together with ease, and the
community shared in this for the second year
in a row. We are so pleased that the residents
of our District come in to see our students pre-
senting their multiple artistic talents. The assem-
bly is a simple and pleasant way to link gener-
ations and bring smiles to many faces, and
share in the legacy of peace. Our children
and the seniors enjoyed the program that fea-
tured a speech honoring the legacy of Martin
Luther King, Jr., songs, an interactive timeline
activity, shadow dancing, and a closing song,
“We Shall Overcome,” that was sung by
everyone.
Our annual Talent Show featuring our third
graders took place in February, a little later
than it usually does, due to the storms and
other inclement weather we had to face in the
fall. I want to be sure to note that we are
grateful that our school and our District was
spared any substantial hardship during those
times. We are very fortunate. The Talent Show
auditions went well with a great turnout as
always, making us proud that school spirit is
really something to shout about. We thank all
of our talented students who participated,
not only those who made it to the final round.
The show raises funds we plan to use for
additional murals that will be added to our
walls. The plan is to have them painted
over the summer.
In terms of Place-Based Education, what makes

�

�
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Continued from page 7

From the Desks of the Principals

us very excited are the field trips our students
get to enjoy, experiences that bring our stu-
dents into the real world and broaden their
horizons in so many ways. Multiculturalism is
always important, and for Chinese New Year
in February, we went into the community for
lunch at Central Seafood, a nearby Asian
restaurant where students learn Asian culture
through food, one of the most important ways
of sharing.
The Norwalk Aquarium is another destination
that is a wonderful experience, particularly for
our special needs children, who learn in differ-
ent ways. All students get to touch and feel
sea creatures, and this trip creates learning
experiences that are expansive and fun.

Gary Mastrangelo

Lee F. Jackson School
At Lee F. Jackson, making sure
that visitors receive a warm
welcome is very important.
So this year, we put it in
writing. Actually, in art, too!
The first thing a visitor to our
school will notice now is the
brilliant work of our kinder-

garten students who have created a
decoupage masterpiece in the style of the
author/artist Eric Carle. Working with resident
artist Candace Winters, the students used
hand-painted papers that were cut up and
layered to form bright and cheerful images.
It is a colorful mural of many faces that shouts,
“Welcome!” to everyone who comes through
our doors. The students worked on the project
through the fall and winter as part of an IB
unit theme, “Who We Are.” We also put a
Welcome Desk in the front hall (where the
Welcome Mural is) with someone there to
greet visitors. Visitors sign in and are directed
to go to the main office.
In April, the next phase of our entry re-design
will be completed with sculptures that our
first-graders are working on right now with
artist-in-residence Mary Ann Lo Monaco. The
sculptures will fill the display cases on the wall
with each space framing a sculpture, thus
showcasing the incredible talent of our students.
The sculptures reflect the IB unit we are working
on, “Poets Go with the Flow” and IB Theme
“How We Express Ourselves.” The central idea
is how people can show their feelings and

thoughts about poetry using other art forms.
The Welcome sign was a perfect way to greet
incoming kindergartners and their families to our
Open House in January. It was a tremendous
morning with some 65 families in attendance.
With our 16 first-grade ambassadors on hand to
help the new families become acquainted with
our school, it was a wonderful way of sharing.
Their PowerPoint presentation impressed every-
one as it covered all the facets of education
here, from reading and math to science and
social studies. It’s not surprising that our enroll-
ment figures keep increasing, which is a won-
derful problem to have!
Service is a big part of our culture, and we
teach our students how important it is to help
others. We did this during our International
Peace Person Celebration in honor of Martin
Luther King, Jr., that took place on Jan. 18. It is
an annual event during which first-graders read
to kindergarten students as part of a community
service project, sharing their love of reading
while promoting peace and the message of Dr.
King. We also collaborated with ECP on a Joint
Family Literacy night, with WHS Key Club stu-
dents helping with arts and crafts. It was a nice
way for three schools to come together.
Literacy is of utmost importance, and we like to
make it fun, too, so we celebrated the 108th
birthday of Dr. Seuss on March 2 with special
Seuss characters visiting during the daylong
reading event. This coincided with Read Across
America Day, which promotes reading, particu-
larly for youngsters. The PTA also helps support
our reading initiatives through its Reading is
Fundamental annual book distribution. The
school receives an ample supply of books and
each child selects a free book of his/her choice.
We are pleased that LFJ is taking part in the
District’s Place-Based Education initiative, and
our students visited the aquarium at WHS. They
prepared for the visit by reading books about
sea life, and during their visit, they observed the
feeding and care of the fish and other sea
animals, as well as the difference between salt
and fresh water. There is so much more to learn,
and much of it right here! That is the joy of
Place-Based Education.

Patricia Simone

Early Childhood Program
This year we have made
great progress toward con-
necting our curriculum with
the Common Core Learning
Standards. Even though our
students are young, the stan-
dards are important. What is

so great about getting the students started on
this track early is that the CCLS teaches chil-
dren how to think and become problem-
solvers, and it is never too early to begin learn-
ing how to do that.
The CCLS gives us a real-life application,
which, like hands-on learning, is good
because students more easily remember the
lessons. The message is delivered in meaning-
ful ways that the students can relate to, no
matter their learning style. Besides that, the
standards dovetail with the District’s emphasis
on Placed-Based Education, and together,
this is perfect for our young students.
Our trip in January to the Greenburgh Nature
Center is one example of how much the stu-
dents can learn right here in our own commu-
nity. The trip to see the winter birds supported
our unit of study, Winter Wonderland, and
combined many elements of the curriculum –
from literacy and math to social studies. During
these life experiences, students make connec-
tions and become critical thinkers.
It connected the students and the learning to a
place that the children could experience and
enjoy. They worked on making birdfeeders
during the trip and brought some of them back
to ECP. We are so proud of their projects!
The trip is also an example of how we align
our Core NYS Pre-K learning standards to our
units of study, which is one of this year’s goals.
In terms of goals, we are looking closely at
our assessment tools. While we use Brigance II
screenings/assessments, we are looking at
other instruments that may help us measure our
progress. We need to update our professional
toolboxes because skills once taught in kinder-
garten now start in Pre-K.
To do that, teachers attend workshops for
training on teaching subjects like interactive
writing, building phonological awareness
and phonics skills. Workshops on data and
how to use it also help us move forward
through the school year.
Soon, our Winter Wonderland will be gone
and spring will be here. Every season has its
learning opportunities right here in Greenburgh.

Dawn Male

�

�
SAVE THE DATE!

3rd Annual Greenburgh Taste Off
Saturday, April 27
(See p. 12 for details)



Spotlight Commitment to Excellence A newsletter for residents of the Greenburgh Central 7 School District

9

Courtney Mannino, a graduate of
Woodlands High School (2007), is
now a second-year medical student
at the Warren Alpert Medical
School of Brown University, and
she credits the diversity and size of
Woodlands among the reasons she
made it to the Ivy League.
Since one of the hallmarks of Brown
University is its commitment to
diversity and intellectual freedom,
Courtney’s choice is no surprise. “I
am really happy here,” she said of
Brown, located in Providence, R.I., just an hour
from Boston.
While it is competitive, Brown was always
Courtney’s No. 1 choice, and Woodlands had
a huge role in her acceptance. She credits her
parents, teachers and guidance counselor,
Joseph Foy, for helping her get there. They
encouraged her every step of the way.
During the summer after her junior year, with the
help of the guidance department, Courtney
enrolled in a week-long program at Babson

College through the National Youth
Leadership Forum on Medicine. She
had shadowed some doctors during
high school and was interested in
medicine, but still uncertain.
At Babson, she had the opportunity
to visit several medical schools in
the Boston area – Harvard and
Brown among them. It was during
this week that she learned of the
eight-year medical program at
Brown – the Program in Liberal
Medical education (PLME) – and

opted to apply.
She got the news in the spring of senior year.
“I was surprised and excited!” Courtney said.
“There are so many qualified kids from all over
the world who apply to Brown University, so I
immediately felt so fortunate and graced to have
been accepted. That was one of the most phe-
nomenal periods of my life – to know I had
been accepted into med school at 17. Most
people don’t have this opportunity.”
In part, she credits the Woodlands infrastructure

for her success. “When I look back on my expe-
rience at Woodlands High School, I think of the
teachers and administrators. The advising and
mentoring was so good, and Dr. Foy was
absolutely fantastic. I thank my math teachers,
my science teachers, and so many others who
taught me so many things and inspired me to
pursue the best education I could possibly find.
They gave me such great memories. So many of
them proofread my college essays and recom-
mended colleges that might be a good fit for my
interests.”
This interaction is one of the benefits of a small
school. The diversity is another, and Courtney
refers to diversity in its broadest sense. “It was
not just the racial diversity of Greenburgh
schools (she attended K-12), but the diversity of
opinion, thought and background experience
that made it such a great experience,” she said.
“Woodlands is a microcosm of the real world
and all the people you will encounter.”
As to her future, Courtney is almost in the clinical
part of her education, and not yet sure which
specialty she will choose. “It’s a bit early to tell,
but if I had to indicate now, I think I would say
pediatrics.”
But one thing is sure. The field of medicine was
the right choice for her. “Working with a team of
people to help others is important to me.”
“I can’t see myself doing anything else.”

Alumni Stories: Focus on Courtney Mannino
To be accepted into Brown University is certainly an achievement
to be celebrated. To be accepted into Brown’s eight-year medical
program at 17, well, that is an achievement even more extraordi-
nary, and Courtney Mannino did it.

Did You Know?
�

Woodlands Hosts Inaugural Ball
Students and teachers at Woodlands High School
celebrated the Inauguration of President Obama’s
second term and the 150th anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Emancipation Proclamation on Friday,
Jan. 18. The event was sponsored by the African
American Steering Committee, who along with the
faculty and students, came together in formal attire
to celebrate the Inauguration and second term of
the 44th President. In addition to dancing and
refreshments, the students used it as an opportunity
to share their messages of hope and inspiration
through poetry and song. Many students expressed

NFL Play 60 comes to GC7
In December,
Greenburgh Central
7 joined the NFL’s
Play 60 Movement,
a national cam-
paign designed to
tackle childhood
obesity by getting
kids active through
in-school, after-
school and team-
based programs,
online child-targeted

outreach on NFLRUSH.com, and many partnerships
with like-minded organizations. The community-wide
event was hosted by Super Bowl Champion and
Former New York Jets Fred Baxter. “Greenburgh
Central 7 and Woodlands Middle School are excit-
ed to be in partnership with the New York Jets and
the NFL to help encourage healthier kids and fami-
lies in the GC7 community,” said Superintendent
Ronald Ross. GC7 families participated in fun-filled
activities at WMS, while committing to continuing
an active lifestyle, not just at school but outside of
school and at home. The program has expanded to
RJB as well, and soon will be district-wide.

through poetry what the day meant to them and what
they believed President Obama’s message means to
our country.

WMS: Proud to be an IB school
In December, Woodlands Middle School hosted IB
teachers and administrators who evaluated the pro-
gram. Woodlands received IB authorization in July
2008. In order to maintain IB standards of excellence
schools must participate in a formal evaluation
process on a regular basis.

Ballroom Competition
This year the Ballroom Competition took place at the
RJ Bailey School on Feb.13 with 5th grade students,
in their PE classes, learning how to ballroom dance.
Professional dancers Judy Ayres and Mark Mindek are
providing instruction with the assistance of the PE
teachers. The competition was the culmination of the
instructors’ residency. The students dressed up and-
competed in teams. In addition, a “Dream Team” of
self-selected 6th graders worked with the instructors
during their “Specials” period for two weeks to do an
exhibition dance at the competition.

Courtney on the right with
her sister, Carly, who is
currently a junior at
Woodlands.
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Little Shop of Horrors!
The Woodlands High School production of “Little Shop of Horrors” opens at Woodlands on Thursday, April 4, at 7 p.m. This rock musical (by
composer Alan Menken and writer Howard Ashman) is a ghoulishly hilarious production that tells the tale of a man and Audrey II, his demanding
plant that has a huge appetite. Directed by Nicole Masi (WHS English teacher) with choreography by Nicco Annan, the show promises to be the
hit of the season. Sariva Goetz is the musical director.
Nearly 40 students are involved both onstage and behind the scenes, including 20 actors and at least 15 crew members.
The show is also being performed Friday and Saturday, April 5 and 6 at 7 p.m. Tickets will be sold at the door: Adults $10; students, seniors $5.
Don’t miss it!

Upcoming Events
Visit our website for the most current and
accurate schedule of events.
March 11 PTA Council Meeting (7 pm)
March 14 – 15 Bailey Parent/Teacher Conferences

(10:45 am Dismissal – RJB only)
March 21 WHS Parent/Teacher Conferences (6 – 8 pm)
March 25 – 29 Spring Recess – All Schools Closed
April 3 Community Engagement Committee

Community Outreach Breakfast
(9 am – Mansion Board Room)

April 4 Board of Education Work Session
(6:30 pm – Mansion Board Room)

April 4 – 6 Woodlands Spring Musical (7 pm)
April 5 3rd Marking Period Ends (Grades K-12)
April 8 Community Engagement Committee Meeting

(7 pm – Highview)
April 9 Board of Education Meeting

(7 pm – WHS Cafeteria)
April 12 Grades 4-12 Report Cards Sent Home
April 13 ACT Test Date
April 13 ECP & Jackson Men’s Club

(9 am – 12:30 pm – ECP)
April 16 – 18 Grades 3-8 NYS English Language Arts Exam
April 22 Filing Deadline for Nominating Petitions

(5 pm – Mansion)
April 23 Board of Education Special Meeting

(6:30 pm – Mansion Board Room)
April 24 – 26 Grades 3-8 NYS Math Exams
April 27 Greenburgh Taste Off

(12 – 3 pm – WHS Gymnasium)
April 30 Jackson & Highview Parent/Teacher

Conferences & Report Card Distribution
(11:30 am Dismisal – LFJ & HV only)

April 30 Jackson Parent/Teacher Evening Conferences
(6 – 8 pm)

Timely Tips from the Nurses
Our school nurses share their best tips to help your
children stay healthy and well.

March can be a capricious month that teases us with warm days and makes us shiver
with others that are downright freezing. But it always brings spring, hope, buds and the
undeniable “spring fever.”
Most of us will catch spring fever, if only for a few minutes, but it’s nothing to be worried
about, even though it can be a bit contagious! Spring fever, which is usually associated
with restlessness and daydreaming, is actually a chance for us to celebrate the season
as the earth seems to be reborn.
For our students, spring fever is very real. After months of cold weather and bundling up
to go outside, they suddenly start to feel the change of season. The younger students
generally get restless, while the older ones start to daydream.
Research has shown that the amount of sunlight we get is directly connected to our
moods (seasonal affective disorder or SAD usually occurs in the winter). So it is not sur-
prising that our emotions shift with the season, and our moods get lighter in the spring as
the days get longer.
Teachers accept the phenomenon and work with students to acknowledge and appreci-
ate the season. Many teachers plan field trips during spring, getting students out-of-doors
while reinforcing the District’s initiative toward Place-Based Education.
Parents, too, can celebrate the season with their children. We can all learn so much
right in our backyards as the plants start to grow and the birds seem to multiply.
Instead of fighting the distractions, use them to your advantage. Go outside with your
children; take them for a walk or get the bikes out and go for a ride (wearing helmets,
of course). Outdoor exercise is good!
It is easier to channel children’s restlessness than fight it, but keep in mind that we all
have responsibilities. Homework must be done, but sometimes, it will be easier for them
to settle down and get the homework done if they get some exercise first – especially
when the day is warm and spring fever is setting in.
Try to join your children in the fun of the moment. Spring fever won’t last long!

Home Games
Support our student athletes by attending a home game.
Visit http://sportspakdb.lhric.org/mainindex.asp for the most
current schedule.

Baseball
April 4 4:30 pm Varsity Lincoln
April 8 4:30 pm Varsity Saunders
April 11 4:30 pm Varsity Dobbs Ferry
April 16 4:30 pm Varsity Solomon Schechter
April 18 4:30 pm JV Solomon Schechter
April 23 4:15 pm Modified Dobbs Ferry
April 24 4:30 pm JV Tuckahoe
April 26 4:30 pm Varsity Tuckahoe
April 30 4:15 pm Modified Hastings
April 30 4:30 pm Varsity Yonkers Montessori

Softball
April 4 4:30 pm Varsity Roosevelt
April 8 4:30 pm Varsity Lincoln
April 12 4:30 pm Varsity Hastings
April 18 4:30 pm Varsity Edgemont
April 22 4:30 pm Varsity Yonkers Montessori
April 24 4:30 pm Varsity Solomon Schechter
April 25 4:15 pm Modified Edgemont

Boys Tennis
April 5 4:15 pm Varsity Tuckahoe
April 9 4:15 pm Varsity Mount Vernon
April 11 4:15 pm Varsity Valhalla
April 23 4:15 pm Modified Blind Brook
April 23 4:15 pm Varsity Eastchester
April 25 4:15 pm Modified Rye Neck
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Spotlight

•Garrett Augustus Morgan, Sr. (1877 – 1963),
the son of former slaves, created and patented an
early traffic signal as well as a respiratory safety
hood. The hood was used in a heroic rescue in
1917 at Lake Erie to save workers trapped in a
tunnel system filled with fumes, when other rescue
attempts had failed. The device used a wet
sponge to filter out smoke and cool the air. Mr.
Morgan was born in 1877 in Kentucky, later
moved to Cleveland, where he developed a
reputation as an inventor
and businessman. He went
on to establish the newspa-
per, The Cleveland Call.

•Judy W. Reed, of
Washington, D.C., and
Sarah E. Goode, of
Chicago, were the first
African American women
inventors to receive
patents. Ms. Reed’s patent
was granted on Sept. 23,
1884, for a dough knead-
er and roller. Goode's
patent was for a cabinet
bed, issued on July 14,
1885. Goode, the owner
of a Chicago furniture store at the time, invented
a folding bed that could be formed into a desk
when not in use.

•Arthur Ashe (1943 -1993) born in Richmond,
Va., became the first, and currently only, black
player to win the men's singles at Wimbledon,
the U.S. Open, or the Australian Open. He
began to play tennis at the age of 7, and later,
after contracting AIDS via a blood transfusion,
turned his efforts to raising awareness of
the disease.

•Maya Angelou's (1928 - ) autobiographical, “I
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings,” is the first
non-fiction work by an African-American woman
to make the best-seller list.

•In 1796, the first school for Blacks in America
opened. The African Free School was begun in
New York City by the Manumission Society. The
African Free School began as a one-room
school; the first permanent building was erected
later that year. After a fire destroyed the building,
African School No. 2 opened in 1815, to serve
500 pupils. By 1834, there were seven African
Free Schools, and they were eventually incorpo-

rated into the public school system.
•Bessie Coleman (1893-1926) of Texas was the
first licensed African-American pilot in the world,
a pioneer of women in the field of aviation. She
trained in France because flying schools in the
United States denied her entry. To do that she
taught herself French and moved to France, earn-
ing her license from France's well-known
Caudron Brothers’ School of Aviation in seven
months. Her specialty was stunt fly-
ing and parachuting, and she
earned a living barnstorming and
performing aerial tricks.

•Booker T. Washington (1856 -
1915), born a slave in Virginia,
grew to become an educator,
author, orator, and advisor to
Republican presidents. He was the
first principal and president of the

Tuskegee Institute, and
his autobiography,
“Up From Slavery,”
published in 1901, is
still read today. He
was the dominant leader in the
African-American community in the
United States from 1890 to 1915,
and in 1940, he became the first
African-American to be honored on a
U.S. stamp.
•George Washington Carver
(1864 - 1943) graduated from the
Iowa State Agricultural College and
was invited by Booker T. Washington
to head the Agriculture Department.
Mr. Carver taught there for 47 years,
developing the department into a top

research center. His research brought him to
national prominence with early experiments
focused on the development of new uses for
crops such as peanuts, sweet potatoes, soybeans
and pecans. He invented products that included
plastics, paints, dyes and even a kind of gaso-
line.

•Lee Elder (1934 - ) was the first African-American
golfer to play in the Masters Tournament in
1975. He has won 4 PGA tournaments and 8
Senior PGA tournaments in his career.

•In the 1950’s, Dr. Percy Julian, (1899-1975), a

chemist and medical researcher, found a way to
mass produce a drug used to treat glaucoma. He
graduated Phi Beta Kappa from DePauw
University, got his masters at Harvard and a
Ph.D. from the University of Vienna, plus 19 hon-
orary degrees and 18 academic and civic cita-
tions. He became the first African American to be
named director of research at a white-owned
firm, and he eventually founded his own, Julian
Laboratories and Julian Research Institute, where

he continued as director until his
death. He was among the first
African-Americans admitted into the
National Inventors Hall of Fame in
1990.
•Vivien Theodore Thomas (1910
–1985) was a surgical technician
who developed the operation and
surgical tools to treat “blue baby
syndrome” in the 1940s. Thomas
aspired to be a physician but the
Depression thwarted his dreams
of attending medical school.
Nonetheless, he rose above pover-

ty to become a surgical assistant, and then a
cardiac surgery pioneer and teacher of tech-
niques to many of the country's most prominent
surgeons. His story was the basis for a PBS docu-
mentary and an HBO film.

•Charles Henry Turner (1867 - 1923) was the
first African-American psychologist and the first
African American comparative behavior psycholo-
gist. Mr. Turner’s research influenced contempo-
rary ideas about entomology; he was the first
person to discover that insects can hear.

•Nathaniel Adams Cole “Nat King Cole” (1919
- 1965), a singer, song writer and pianist, was
the first African-American to host a national televi-
sion program, “The Nat King Cole Show,” in
1956.

•Diahann Carroll (1935 - ) was the first African-
American woman to have her own television
series, “Julia” in 1968. It was a controversial, yet
Nielsen Top 10-rated show about a single
working mother raising her child.

African-American Firsts
In honor of Black History Month, we
are presenting some African-American
Firsts. Here are just a few examples
of how African-Americans pioneered
in areas from science and sports to
music and medicine.
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A Word from the
Falcons Nest
Come to the Greenburgh Event of
the Year to Taste, Visit, Vote, Win &
Honor!
It has been an exciting year at Woodlands as
our students consistently show us how talented
they are, both in the classroom and on the

sports fields. We also have great events coming up, including the
3rd Annual Greenburgh Taste Off in April that promises to be fun as
participants vote on their favorite foods.
The FNBC thanks all volunteers and attendees who supported our stu-
dent-athletes at Homecoming, the 5th Annual Wrestling Tournament,
the 5th Annual Breast Cancer Awareness Basketball Challenge, and
all other fundraising events. We have been hard at work for months
on the 3rd Annual Greenburgh Taste Off set for Saturday, April 27,
from noon to 3 p.m., in the Woodlands Gymnasium. This jam-packed
afternoon offers an opportunity to socialize while supporting our
students and local businesses!
The Greenburgh Taste Off is a collaborative effort between the FNBC
and the Parent Teacher Student Associations (PTSAs) of both the
Middle and High schools in partnership with the athletic department.
This is a multi-faceted event where local Greenburgh restaurants and
caterers showcase and share the best foods they have to offer.
Businesses are on hand to meet their neighbors, and residents support
the event by enjoying the food, the fun, the camaraderie and then
voting for their favorites.
You won’t be disappointed! There will be four competitive categories:
best ribs, chili, chicken wings and dessert. Attendees will vote in
each category, winners will be announced at the end of the event,
and listed on the GC7 and FNBC websites.
By the way, the Greenburgh Taste Off is not just a food event.
The silent auction has been a crowd pleaser in the past, and we are
sure you will not be disappointed this year. However, in addition
to the silent auction, a penny social is being planned to provide our

attendees with a greater chance to win!
This event also honors four Greenburgh Central 7 staff members. In
addition, 10% of the net proceeds will be donated to the Food Bank
for Westchester, 20% to student-athlete scholarships, and 20% to the
Woodlands Middle & High School PTSAs. All remaining proceeds go
to the Woodlands FNBC! If you are interested in purchasing
a ticket, go to http://greenburghtasteoff2013.eventbrite.com.au/.
Restaurants, caterers and businesses are asked to consider participat-
ing, being a sponsor, and/or donating an item for the silent auc-
tion/penny social. Please call (914) 703-2615 or send an email to
greenburghto2013@gmail.com for more information.
Support all student-athletes by supporting the FNBC, and encouraging
all to be scholar student-athletes (student-athletes with an average of
85 percent or more). Join the FNBC by being a “FalconsNest
BoosterClub” Facebook friend or joining the FNBC Google Group by
sending an email to wmhsfnbc@gmail.com.
Remember to mark your calendar for the 2013 Athletic Awards Night
on Wednesday, June 5!

The FNBC consists of parents, alumni, coaches, students,
teachers, staff and friends of Woodlands and/or Greenburgh
Central 7 who are dedicated to supporting our student-athletes
and improving the Woodlands athletic program. In partnership
with the athletic department, the FNBC raises funds annually
through Homecoming, Wrestling Tournament, Breast Cancer
Awareness Basketball Challenge, the Greenburgh Taste Off
with Woodlands PTSA’s, year-round sales of Woodlands Wear
and other in-kind contributions. These funds have been used to
support student-athletes in some of the following ways:

•Student-Athlete Scholarships

•Championship team and all-star athletes funding assistance

•Scholar student-athlete recognition

•Annual Athletic Awards Dinner

a state-of-the-art facility for our students. As I have
said before, the plan makes sense educationally,
environmentally and economically as it would reduce
the trauma to our children that comes with changing
schools every other year. We hope that a bond for
this new school can be presented in the fall.
So, as Dickens said, while times are hard, they are
also good, and I know the best is yet to come.
Sincerely,
Ronald O. Ross
Superintendent of Schools

Continued from page 1

Dear Parents and Community Members:

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Vote on School Budget

and Election!

Tuesday, May 21


