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A Word from the Board of Education
Dear District Residents:

The Greenburgh Central Board of Education welcomes you to another busy and
productive school year. We have many initiatives on our plate – continued imple-
mentation of the New York State Common Core standards, the establishment of
a District-wide professional learning community, and the proposed consolidation
of our schools onto the Warburg campus (see page 3 for more information).
As you know, the Board of Education is a hard-working group of individuals
comprised of seven members who volunteer their time to oversee the general

operations of the District. We not only conduct monthly Board meetings, but we also serve on
various committees in an effort to further improve the well-being of our students and staff. To learn
more about the committees, please feel free to contact us.
We look forward to a successful 2013-2014 school year and encourage you to participate in
whatever way you can by attending Board of Education meetings, committee meetings and/or
other school events, participate in the PTA, Woodlands High Scholarship
Fund, or Greenburgh Central Educational Foundation, etc.
Sincerely,
Lloyd Newland
President

Dear Parents and
Community Members:
Since school began on Sept. 9,
the Greenburgh Central School
District has been busy. There
have been some ups and downs,
but we have remained highly
attentive to our main task, which
is educating our children, who
are our focus and our future.
The good news is that we have implemented
Professional Learning Communities throughout the
District. As many principals will mention later in this
newsletter, they and their staff attended lectures and
workshops over the summer to learn how PLCs can
positively benefit Greenburgh Central. As adminis-
trators and teachers, we know what works in our
District – we know how to educate. But these PLCs
will allow us to look at learning from a different per-
spective, as well as collaborate between grade lev-
els. For instance, if a third grade student has an
issue in English class, the teacher can discuss the
issue with other third grade teachers to pool
resources. The teacher can also brainstorm with the
student’s second grade English teacher to observe
whether the troubles are recurrent or if there is a
teaching method that best suits the child. This takes
the focus away from “teaching” and places it on
the learning aspect. There is no end to this – it’s a
shift in our mindset. We know that one single mode
of teaching does not fit all of our students. Our
process is now more focused than ever on how stu-
dents learn. We ask ourselves four questions to
ensure the best outcomes for our students
• What do we want our kids to learn?
• How do we know they are learning it?
• What do we do if they did not learn it?
• What do we do if they did learn or
know it already?

Our teachers absolutely love this new approach
and are feeling comfortable with the PLCs. Their
morale is high right now. It puts teachers and their
collegial, supportive nature at the center – and it is
all in the best interests of the students.
On the other hand, Greenburgh Central is still deal-
ing with problems stemming from the implementa-
tion of the Common Core Standards, pushed forth
by New York State Commissioner of Education John
King. While we are not against the Common Core,
we are against how it was rushed into execution
without enough planning. The implementation of the
Common Core Standards is a misguided plan.
While there are many positive things happening at
our Greenburgh Central schools, we cannot pre-
tend to live in a vacuum and act like the Common
Core does not affect us. We have spent nearly
$500,000 over the last three years implementing

Continued on page 12
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Senior Carly Mannino Shoots for
the Stars While Encouraging Aspiring
Engineers
Carly Mannino, a senior at Woodlands High School, had
an extraordinary summer as she spent two weeks in a
specialized training program at NASA for girls interested
in engineering.

Carly was one of 47 girls nationwide – and the sole student from New
York State – who was accepted into the program. She spent the fortnight
working in labs using specialized equipment and discussing space with
NASA staff members. She received an exclusive tour of the space center,
learning how aircrafts are designed. She also got a sneak peek at plans for
the Apollo missions, as well as the government’s pending plan to travel to
Mars in the future.
“[It was] not the experience anyone can get from a typical classroom,”
Carly said regarding NASA’s female-specific program. “It was an
unbelievable experience.”
In addition to her trip to NASA, Carly also received a scholarship from the
institution to further develop her dream of becoming an engineer after gradu-
ating from Woodlands High School in the spring.
As Carly’s summer experience was quite unique, she currently encourages
other girls – at Woodlands High School and across the nation – to learn
more about engineering.
Carly became involved in the NASA program after receiving an application
from her science teacher during the spring semester. Carly was one of 500
students in America who was accepted into the program’s first round. She
then spent four months completing an online program, and, later, progressed
to the second round. The 47 students in the second round attended the
two-week training program.

Carly Mannino (right) and friend at the NASA program.

Remembering Nettie Jackson…
Years ago, in 1963, Nettie Jackson moved with her family
to Greenburgh, N.Y. After researching many school
districts, Mrs. Jackson and her husband wanted the best
education for their sons, Luther and Lee. They found that
the Greenburgh Central School District provided the boys
with teachers and fellow students of diverse backgrounds.

From that moment on, Mrs. Jackson opened her heart and home to all of the
neighborhood children. Her dedication and devotion to the local youngsters
were the best qualities that she possessed.
Sorrowfully, Mrs. Jackson passed away on Tuesday, Sept. 10, the day after
Greenburgh Central students began their 2013-2014 academic year.
Mrs. Jackson always championed children, especially those who did not have
anyone to fight for them. For example, there once was a bus that always ran
late and, as a result, caused the children to arrive at school after the opening
bell. None of the parents called in to complain. However, Mrs. Jackson made
it her mission to call the transportation department to ensure that the bus was
no longer tardy.
When Mrs. Jackson first moved to the town, she fell in love with the schools so
much that she wanted to work in the Greenburgh Central School District. She
first began as a secretary on Old Tarrytown Road, and later transferred to the
Juniper Hill School, which is now known as the Lee F. Jackson School.
Mrs. Jackson was a dedicated employee who worked in Greenburgh Central
for several years. She selflessly offered her time to the children, volunteering on
many school-wide and district-wide committees. Until she passed away, she
was an active member of the PTA.
She earned the reputation of an advocate for students who tirelessly steered
children in the right direction. In 1987, Matilda Cuomo, the wife of former
New York State Governor Mario Cuomo, opened a mentoring program. It was
Mrs. Cuomo’s hope that a one-to-one relationship could develop between a
child and a caring adult that would, eventually, help the student with their aca-
demics. Inspired by Mrs. Cuomo’s initiative, Mrs. Jackson joined arms with
other mothers at Lee. F. Jackson and began a mentoring group to make Mrs.
Cuomo’s dream come true.
When Mrs. Jackson retired from the Greenburgh Central School District, she
continued to support the students. Even her mentoring program still runs at the
Lee F. Jackson School. Mrs. Jackson was continuously dedicated to serving the
students of the community. She dedicated her whole life to helping children.
She will always be a respected and distinguished advocate of students and
families within the Greenburgh Central School District.

Nettie
Jackson
alongside
Lee F.
Jackson's
Spikey the
Reading
Dragon
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Greenburgh Studying Consolidation of School Buildings
The Greenburgh Central administration and school board plan to consolidate the District’s buildings and place all 2,000
students on the centrally-located Warburg campus.

Between leaks, electrical upkeep and other
general maintenance, the District invests
approximately $1 million annually in repairs.
The buildings are very old and in need of
restoration, said Superintendent Ronald Ross.
The administrative mansion and the Early
Childhood Program’s carriage house are both
106 years old, while R.J. Bailey was con-
structed during the Great Depression.
“Our schools are old,” said Mr. Ross. “And
we continue to put millions of dollars into all
of these buildings.”
In 2008, the District’s building condition sur-
vey showed that it would cost $50 million to
bring all seven buildings up to code. Since
the District was unable to make improvements
five years ago, the price tag is likely to be
higher before the next study is completed.
Mr. Ross is proposing a consolidation in
which all buildings will be located on one

campus. His plan is to close the ECP and add
a wing onto Lee F. Jackson – which neighbors
Woodlands High School – to house pre-
kindergarten students. R.J. Bailey and
Highview Elementary would be closed and
sold, while two new buildings would be con-
structed – with common space joining them –
for grades 3-5 and 6-8. The new buildings
would be constructed between Lee F. Jackson
and Woodlands High School. The high
school would be remodeled.
“With the consolidation, we would lower our
costs, and we would be giving our kids the
kind of first-class physical environment that
they need for 21st Century Learning,” Mr.
Ross said. “This is an idea that makes sense
fiscally, economically, socially and education-
ally. There is no reason not to do it, and there
is every reason to do it.”
Mr. Ross also noted that the consolidation is

expected to raise Greenburgh’s value in the
housing market. A good school district is a
huge draw, he said, and the proposed
changes can put Greenburgh Central on par
with any other school district in the area.
With the consolidation, the District could
potentially save several million dollars per
year in transportation costs, utility costs and
shared services. In addition, the administration
is looking at the possibility of installing solar
panels on the new buildings to save the envi-
ronment and cut energy costs in the future.
Mr. Ross, his administrative team and the
school board are currently working with
architects to organize and design the plan.
A public vote to decide whether the District
can begin its consolidation project is
tentatively slated for May or June 2014.

Rendering of the possible Warburg campus if the
schools are consolidated.
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The new Health and Wellness Committee has
been established by the Greenburgh Central
Board of Education to create a healthy school
environment. It supports research studies that
indicate healthy, active and well-nourished stu-
dents are more likely to attend school, retain
information and stay engaged in class.
As an advisory group comprised of faculty,
school board members, parents, principals,
students and a nutritionist, the committee
hopes to raise awareness that student success
depends on proper food, nutrition, health edu-
cation, physical exercise and mental fitness.
“The Committee is dedicated to establishing
and maintaining an environment that promotes
general health,” said co-chair Sonja Brown.
“We support the adoption of attitudes that
contribute to a positive well-being. We strive
to inspire and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health through edu-
cation and initiatives that encourage habits of
wellness.”
The group
will continue
to assess the
District’s cur-
rent health
programs,
environment
and policies,
and
identify new
opportunities
for growth.
It also
provides

feedback and recommendations to the School
Board and administration.
“The opportunities to improve the overall
health and well-being at Greenburgh Central
are endless,” said Helena Marescot, the
Committee’s co-chair. “Schools have more
influence on the lives of young people than
any other social institution – other than the
family – and they provide a setting where
healthy behaviors are reinforced.”
The Committee’s upcoming initiatives for the
2013-2014 academic year are:
• Food and Nutrition: Improving break-

fast/lunch menus, offering new food
tastings, offering snacks for afterschool
programs, and providing water as a
beverage option in the cafeteria.

• Physical Fitness: Introducing a 5K
Walk/Run for students, free gym access
and personal training at the Woodlands

High School Fitness Center.
• Nutrition Education: Integrating health and

wellness literacy into the classroom, hosting
book fairs, introducing the “science of
food” concept into the learning curriculum.

• Social: Creating student “straight talk” chat
forums, discussing behavior modification,
observing the impact of digital and social
media on children.

• Community Gardens: Engaging in small-
scale agricultural practices, discussing the
“from farm to plate” concept.

• Strategic Alliances: Developing partner-
ships with Whole Foods, Trader Joe’s,
Dannon, PepsiCo and Kraft Foods.

• Monthly Broadcast on Cable TV:
Introducing new topics regarding health
and wellness on the District’s TV channel.

• Parent Workshops and District-Wide
Events: Offering items about time manage-
ment in the kitchen for busy people and
how to shop for healthy foods while on a
budget, organizing a field trip to Hilltop
Hanover Farms, hosting a multi-cultural
food festival.

“As we look into 2014 and beyond,” said
Ms. Marescot, “our vision is to take a holistic
approach to include physical, mental and
social dimensions. In an effort to expand our
reach, we seek to develop strategic partner-
ships with community organizations, retailers
and corporations to help further our cause.
We look forward to making a positive impact
on academic performance and improving stu-
dents’ overall health.”
“I am excited to be part of a committee that
will enhance the efforts of the health and well-
ness activities initiated by our building princi-
pals and faculty,” said Ms. Brown.
The Health and Wellness Committee meets on
the first Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
at the R.J. Bailey School. Upcoming meeting
dates include Jan. 6, Feb. 3, March 3, April
7, May 5 and June 2. New members are
welcome.

For more information, contact Ms.Brown
at 914-437-7251 or
sbrown@greenburghcsd.org, and
Ms. Marescot at 914-462-1515 or
hmarra1@gmail.com.

Continued on page 5

Mind

“Mind, Body and Soul”
is a new, regular series that offers
appropriate tips to students and
parents from members of the
Greenburgh Central faculty and staff.

Soul

Body
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Greenburgh Central Salutes Veteran Employees
Achieving Milestones
All of the Greenburgh Central teachers are dedicated to providing students with
the best education possible. A host of staff members have reached rare, long-
term milestones in their careers throughout the District.

We would like to say thank you to the follow-
ing staff members for their service to
Greenburgh children, parents and their fellow
colleagues. We send congratulations on their
years in the District and all of their hard work.
Celebrating their 20th-year anniversaries:
• Rosemarie Barone, elementary school
teacher at Highview

• Gail Bolling, teaching assistant at
Woodlands High School

• Melody Brabham, part-time monitor at
Highview

• Scott Castle, music teacher at Woodlands
High School

• Miriam Figueroa, special education
teacher at the Early Childhood Program

• Jonathan Haight, teaching assistant at
Woodlands High School

• Paulette Lambertson, teaching assistant at
Lee F. Jackson

• Rosalind McLean, teaching assistant at
Lee F. Jackson

• William McLee, teaching assistant at
R.J. Bailey

• James Thorpe, elementary school teacher
at R.J. Bailey

• David Vandiver, gym teacher at R.J. Bailey
• Lynette Waterhouse, elementary school
teacher at R.J. Bailey

• Sheldine Williams, teaching assistant at
Lee F. Jackson

Celebrating their 25th-year anniversaries:
• Mary Besig-Zmuda, elementary teacher at
Lee. F. Jackson

• Ivy Blum, senior office assistant at
Woodlands High School

• Barbara Byrnes, math teacher at
Woodlands Middle School

• Leah Doster, teaching assistant at R.JBailey
• Mary Ann Ferrante, elementary teacher at
the Early Childhood Program

• Kathy Gregory, teaching assistant at
Highview

• Rosemary Kamholz, nurse coordinator at
Lee F. Jackson

• Richard McClain, maintenance laborer at
the administration building

• Mary Mekeel, special education teacher
at Woodlands High School

• Juan Munoz, cleaner at the Early
Childhood Program

• Laura Roth-Marino, elementary school
teacher at Highview

Celebrating their 30th-year anniversaries:
• Gladys Edwards, school matron at
Woodlands High School

• Frank Gluberman, assistant principal at
Woodlands High School

• Rachel Pollack, special education teacher
at Woodlands High School

Greenburgh Central welcomes new employees (above) to the District. Bottom row (left to right): Hanan
D'Ariano, Gay McKoy-Parker, Stephanie Maffei; middle row (left to right): Sean Lubbers, Danielle Mariano,
Adriano Jimenez, Maria Maldonado, Jessica Blau, Christopher Jaquin, Melissa Dupree, Lindsay Sherrin.
Not Pictured: Nicholas Giarrusso, Eric Hough, Brian Petliski, Nathacha Vilceus, Jennifer Belfiore, Joy Hubel,
Grace Flowers, LeAndra Ross, Abbie Cosby, Jennifer Tassler.

Continued from page 4

“Mind, Body and Soul”...

“Mind Body and Soul” delivers seasonally
appropriate tips from the Greenburgh Central
community. Every issue will highlight reminders
from different experts within the District.
In this issue, we hear from Matthew Smith,
athletic director.
As swimsuit season is long gone, replaced by

the food-friendly end-of-year holidays, athletic
director Matt Smith reminds us not to be
lethargic, but, rather, to better ourselves
year-round, even before we typically write out
our New Year’s resolutions.
• Get the proper amount of rest per night.

Approximately eight hours will ensure that
students are well-rested for a day at school.

• Eat a balanced diet, including fruits,
vegetables, protein and carbohydrates.

Pay extra attention to your child’s diet if
they play sports, which means that they will
need extra nutrients.

• Always stay hydrated. Water is key to the
body functioning correctly.

• Get active. Perform roughly 60 minutes
of physical activity four times per week.
Exercise keeps your child’s heart in
good shape.
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Woodlands High School
This year, our theme at
Woodlands High School is
being bigger and better than
we were last year! We have a
host of initiatives that began in
2012-2013 that we are cur-
rently furthering.

Our students are receiving an innovative learn-
ing opportunity as they continue taking new
courses that we piloted last year. Some
favorites are “Marine Life,” “Women in TV,”
“Culinary,” “Going Green” and “Shakespeare:
Comedy and Tragedy.” We received very pos-
itive feedback from our students last year, and
the classes keep growing in popularity as this
year’s seats have filled up. Our staff members
look forward to teaching the classes as the
new students provide a fresh flavor of thoughts,
ideas and experiences. We are currently trying
to expand our curriculum by developing poten-
tial courses that we could offer our high school
students in the future. Our goal is to make the
students curious learners. The quote from Steve
Jobs comes to mind: “From ideas comes
genius.” The more unique and educational
opportunities that we can offer our children,
the more well-rounded they will be. That will,
ultimately, lead to positive growth in the future.
Woodlands High School is thrilled that we can
work with our neighboring schools to offer our
students a Place-Based Education. Throughout
the semester, several students visited the Early
Childhood Program and the Lee F. Jackson
School to teach the younger children Mandarin
Chinese and Arabic. It was wonderful seeing
our schools collaborate! While the younger stu-
dents were happy to learn words in a new lan-
guage, I was excited that my students had the
chance to teach, which is a new skill for most
of them. As the saying goes, “today’s students
are tomorrow’s teachers” – and I am happy
that teaching helped them gain a better under-
standing of the foreign language. In addition,
we are pushing our students to learn a second
(or third!) language, as it will benefit them in
the future. We have to remember that “as a
student, he was no Einstein,” which means that
our students all have the potential to develop
into something great!
Throughout the year, we are remodeling some
of our classrooms, turning them into what we
call “21st Century Rooms.” The goal is to have
them look like the offices at Google or
Microsoft’s headquarters. Each classroom
has a cultural theme, new furniture and new
decorations. The idea behind the room
makeovers is that students will feel better and

enjoy learning more in spaces that excite them
and give them ownership. The teachers and I
have enjoyed watching the students work in
these new rooms, and are looking forward to
creating more throughout the building.

Will Washington

Woodlands Middle School
Woodlands Middle School is off
to an educationally promising
start! Students shared their
thoughts as they filmed a video
clip for the United Nations’
“What I Want” contest. The
Honors English class created a
four-minute video detailing real

world issues that they would like to change,
including bullying, domestic abuse, war, abduc-
tions and child labor. Their work is excellent and
I am proud of what they have accomplished.
English teacher Natasha Freeman-Mack, who
worked with the students on creating the video,
said that they brainstormed together and chose
important and consequential international issues
that they want to see changed in the future. They
worked alongside Steve Lewis, the District’s edu-
cational television supervisor, to create the
video. It is great to see our students participating
in such a meaningful contest. To our delight, they
won the “What I Want” contest and were rec-
ognized by the United Nations Association on
Oct. 20. Ms. Freeman-Mack added that the stu-

Continued on page 7

From the
Desks of the
Principals

dents are already searching for another con-
test to enter.
Our Mandarin-Chinese class is also making
great progress. In order to fully grasp the lan-
guage, the students will be using Skype to
speak with their counterparts in China about
their day-to-day lives. Even though there is a
large time difference between New York and
Asia, this program gives our students the
opportunity to speak with native Chinese
speakers. It’s great that it will also benefit the
Chinese students to hear the English language
and converse with fluent English speakers. This
is a hands-on experience that will give our stu-
dents ownership of the Chinese language and
familiarize them with their middle school peers
in other parts of the world. Our middle school
students are no longer only practicing among
themselves, but are now able to make new
friends who will help them gain better profi-
ciency in the language.
Woodlands Middle School also recently
opened its new Mac lab. We now have 28
brand new Apple desktop computers that the
students can use during class, as well as for
research and typing assignments. We are
grateful that we were able to acquire these
new computers for our students to use.
Like the other schools in the Greenburgh
Central District, we are in the first year of
rolling out our Professional Learning
Communities plan. It is going well so far, and
the teachers are looking forward to continued
partnerships to better their own teaching. We
will continue training and implementation
throughout the year.
We have plenty to look forward to until the
end-of-year holidays as December brings our
Honor Roll breakfast and winter concert.

Brodrick Spencer

�

The WMS
Honors
English class
created a
video about
change.
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Richard J. Bailey School
It is great to be back at school
with so much going on at R.J.
Bailey. This year, “Eco-Action”
is our theme, and the students
have been busy learning about
preservation and conservation.
We kicked off the year with
our new social action commit-

tee raising money to buy a water pump for a
village in Africa. The committee entered
UNICEF’s “Good Idea” contest and is selling
water bottles for 50 cents. The bottles are
wrapped with R.J. Bailey/UNICEF banners,
detailing their project. Whoever purchases a
bottle is asked to fill it with coins and return it
to school. The goal is to raise $500 for the
pump. We are so pleased with the students’
work and ambition. Committee advisor Clare
Cronin said that students are already thinking
about their next project.
We teamed up with the Greenburgh Nature
Center to animate our learning with animals.
At an October assembly, the nature center’s
staff visited our school with hairy tarantulas,
wild cockroaches, colorful parrots, slithering
snakes and exotic lizards. The students
watched the film “Epic” the week prior to the
assembly and were excited to meet new
creatures. While some of our students were
squeamish and watched from a distance,
others bravely touched the animals! Also in
October, the Greenburgh Nature Center
visited our building for an afterschool program
where students researched and wrote a
proposal to the Greenburgh town government
to aerate the pond behind R. J. Bailey. In
addition, the nature center has committed to
returning in the spring to help us highlight the
importance of recycling.
Like other Greenburgh Central schools, we are
making terrific headway with our Professional
Learning Communities. We have now made a
greater shift from teaching to learning.
Teachers are being empowered to participate
in team decision-making where they can share
ideas and strategies to improve student
achievement. Fourth grade teacher James
Thorpe said that his colleagues are now work-
ing as a group instead of individually. Sixth
grade teacher Davina Sewkumar mentioned
that the Professional Learning Communities add
a running thread of cohesiveness throughout
the building and mesh together all of the staff’s
expertise. Jessica Mastrangelo, a fifth grade

Continued from page 6

From the Desks of the Principals

Continued on page 8

teacher, noted that the Professional Learning
Communities have staff focused on how children
learn. The students will now be learning more
uniformly. While the Professional Learning
Communities are a new initiative here, I am
excited to see where this implementation takes
us and how much more it will improve the
school.

Marguerite Clarkson

Highview School
Highview School is committed to
helping our students learn, and
we have a variety of new ways
to give them the tools that they
need to improve.
In the third week of October, we
rolled out a new initiative called
“WIN” – also known as “What

I Need.” We carved out a new time slot during
the school day for nine periods instead of eight
by cutting down on transition times between
classes. “WIN” offers our second grade students
the opportunity to receive help in any subjects
that they are either struggling with or have ques-
tions about. Teachers specializing in those sub-
jects, including English, math and science, will
be on-hand to provide students with the assis-
tance that they need. We are excited about this
new endeavor, especially as it will ensure that
our children fully understand the material that is
being taught in class. If a child does not need
any extra help, we will provide other enrichment
services for them during the “WIN” period. We
are looking forward to seeing how this new ini-
tiative helps our student progress academically.
Our school is all about positivity this year as we
roll out our Positive Behavior Intervention

Services. If I see students running in the hall-
way, I won’t tell them to “stop running;” but,
instead, I say “Thanks for walking.” While
they realize that they are not walking – con-
trary to my remark – they know that it is an
indication for them to slow down. With this
method, they learn to walk in the halls, and
do not feel chastised for running in the school.
This teaches the children that doing the right
thing is positive, instead of that doing the
wrong thing is negative. We want our
students to have a positive frame of mind,
especially as it is more conducive to learning
and building friendships. To help them stay
focused, we have named each day of the
week: Marvelous Monday, Terrific Tuesday,
Wonderful Wednesday, Thrilling Thursday
and Fantastic Friday. You can’t have a bad
day if it is “terrific” or “wonderful,” can you?
Regarding our Professional Learning
Communities, we jumped in and we are
eager to continue our progress! Over the
summer, six staff members attended a PLC
conference and learned many ways that our
teachers can help students learn better.
Teachers have been meeting together to share
what they learned, and the staff is working
well by discussing situations and sharing
resources. We think that the PLCs will provide
our staff with additional in-house support, as
well as have an advantageous effect on our
staff and children.

Gary Mastrangelo

�

R.J. Bailey staff and Professional Learning
Community leaders at Manhattanville College.
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Lee F. Jackson School
Our start to the school year
was not as warm as in past
years! Returning from summer
vacation in September, the
students and staff were
greeted by cool air at
Jackson. While school was
closed, we installed air condi-

tioning units to all classrooms. While they are
only likely to be used in May, June, September
and October, they will make those months
more comfortable and conducive to learning.
Our school has a great layout, but the wide
windows let in too much sun and hot air dur-
ing the warmer months. The air conditioning
units will make things more pleasant. I would
like to thank our parents for voting on the
budget, allowing for this installation. A special
thank you goes to our superintendent Ronald
Ross and our facilities director Michael
Falcone for helping us complete this project.
We are also upgrading our school with new
paint this semester. The gym and hallways
were painted with beautiful colors over the
summer, and we hope to upgrade other areas
soon. As an artist, I’m so excited for these
changes. I hope that the walls will be washed
with a pale blue, soft yellow, warm turquoise
and cool lavender.
This semester, the students are using two new
programs to better their reading and writing.
The first program is “Six Traits of Writing,”
which concentrates on different elements, like
voice, organization, sentence fluency and
word choice. The good things about this pro-
gram are that it is aligned with Common Core
Standards and that its learning methods will
spiral through to the students’ high school

years, unlike the older writing program. Our
hope at Lee F. Jackson is that by the time stu-
dents are in second grade, they will be inde-
pendent writers. The second program is
“Fundations,” which will develop our students’
reading abilities. It will help them gain
proficiency in knowing their alphabet and sound-
ing out the letters.
Along with our neighboring schools, we are
implementing Professional Learning Communities,
where teachers work in tandem to help provide
better education for students. As it is a new ini-
tiative, the teachers were slightly apprehensive
at the outset, but are now excited and have
embraced the model. The teachers are now
learning from each other and working together
to ensure that the students receive the best edu-
cation through collaboration.
Sadly, Nettie Jackson, a great friend to the
Greenburgh Central School District, passed
away in her home on Sept. 10. She was an
advocate for the children and a dear friend to
all of us here at Lee F. Jackson. She will be
greatly missed.

Patricia Simone

Early Childhood Program
The start of our
school year has
been filled with
many positive
ideas. While we
have gone
through some
changes, we are

looking forward to a very exciting
year led by plenty of teamwork.
We recently implemented our
Professional Learning Communities.
So far, we have had success

focusing more
intensely on how
our students learn by increas-
ing our collaboration. I believe
that no one of us is smarter
than all of us – and the teach-
ers have embraced that idea.
Instead of being territorial –
saying “It’s my class” – they
are turning to each other for
guidance and sharing their
expertise. Teacher Joanne
DePinto said that she used to
work in isolation, but the
recent collaboration has
proven to be advantageous for

her. She noted that everyone has a gift, and
this has allowed all of the teachers to share
theirs. We are even looking at the whole
Greenburgh Central School District as one big
Professional Learning Community. We are
working with the Lee F. Jackson School to
ensure continuity for our students as they pre-
pare to transition from school to school. I hung
a board in my office to further explore how we
want our children to learn and how we know
that they are learning. ECP staff members are
invited to affix post-it notes on the board,
detailing an idea that they had with their stu-
dents. We are continuously looking at how we
can put the PLC goals into practice. This is not
just talk – we are truly walking the walk here
to put student learning at the forefront.
We are thrilled that we have been able to join
forces with Woodlands High School and
Middle School to offer our students some
Place-Based Learning. We recently traveled to
the high school to plant mums, which support-
ed our unit on new beginnings, harvesting and
the changing of seasons. In addition, several
middle school students visited our school to
read stories to the children. It was fantastic
seeing the three schools unite for wonderful
learning opportunities. Those experiences
enriched the curriculum for students at the mid-
dle school, high school and at the ECP. We

�

Lee F. Jackson students participated in the Halloween parade.

Woodlands and ECP students in the garden

are very fortunate and grateful that we have
the other five schools at our disposal to use as
great resources.
We are lucky to have a raised garden bed in
our yard across from the playground where stu-
dents can plant seeds and watch something
grow. Right now, the garden contains pump-
kins and flowers. The students are currently
making predictions to see what blooms first.

Dawn Male
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When Mr. Scheblanov
heard that Beyoncé
was looking for a new
photographer, his
agent sent her his
work. When she saw
the “Tribal” photo-
graph that she kept as
her screensaver, she
hired him right away.

“It was surprising that she had remembered it,”
said Mr. Scheblanov. “It was flattering and
funny. We were pretty excited about it. When
you shoot a major star, it makes you think that
anything is possible, and that the world is so
much smaller than you imagined it to be.”

Mr. Scheblanov, now 31-years-old and a 2001
Greenburgh Central graduate, currently works as
a fashion photographer. He and a friend began
their own company, Herring & Herring, in 2008
to showcase their talent.

Over the past few years, Herring & Herring has
photographed for Beyoncé’s calendar and tour
merchandise, as well as a variety of literature,
including foreign publications like Germany’s
Gala Magazine, Nordic Man, Russia’s What
the Fashion, and Argentina’s D Mode
Magazine. They have also shot for national
magazines like Curve, Treats, Surface and Vice.

In addition to being a co-creator of Herring &
Herring, Mr. Scheblanov is also a creative direc-

tor at BrandTuitive, a New York City advertising
agency. BrandTuitive’s current main account is
the renowned coffee company Nespresso. Mr.
Scheblanov and his colleagues recently trans-
formed Boston-based bus shelters into
Nespresso-shaped advertisements, and they are
about to direct Nespresso’s advertisement for the
Winter Olympics.

With other companies, Mr. Scheblanov has also
worked on campaigns for brands like Chrysler,
Porsche, Ferrari, Nokia, Adidas and DKNY.
Years ago, Mr. Scheblanov joined the
Greenburgh Central School District in 1991
after his family moved from Russia. He entered
third grade at Highview Elementary School,
knowing very little English. He looks back fondly
at his time at Highview, Bailey and on the
Woodlands campus.
“I always loved it,” said Mr. Scheblanov. “I
absolutely loved it. I always had a good time.”
He noted that he does not think that it is fair that
the Greenburgh Central School District, specifi-
cally the Woodlands schools, sometimes gets a
bad reputation. Mr. Scheblanov applauded the
schools for giving him and his peers a great
education.
“I am convinced that no matter where you are,
it’s what you make of it,” he said. “My friends
and I took every opportunity that we could get.
If you have an idea and you want to apply
yourself, Woodlands is as good as any private

school in the city.”
After graduating in 2001, Mr. Scheblanov went
to Manhattan’s Cooper Union College for the
Advancement of Science and Art where he stud-
ied sculpture and design. In addition to his main
studies, he also took classes in drawing and
print-making.
Mr. Scheblanov credits Woodlands as a great
launching pad for his career. While there, he
reveled in the art classes and extra-curricular pro-
grams, even participating in the school’s TV and
radio shows and designing the yearbook.
“All of those things were huge for me and my
development,” Mr. Scheblanov said. “Now, it’s
a lot of things that I use in my everyday work,
whether it’s writing or shooting or directing. It
was all a huge influence. Without Woodlands, I
wouldn’t have done all this. Woodlands had a
lot to do with everything that I do now.”
In 2008, Mr. Scheblanov and his colleagues at
Arnell Group created the new designs for Pepsi.
One day, Mr. Scheblanov walked outside to a
falafel cart to buy lunch. Among the drink selec-
tions, Mr. Scheblanov saw the new Pepsi can
that he had spent months creating. He couldn’t
believe it.
"It just felt funny," he said. "You're staring at iton
a computer screen, and then you actually see it
and know that you’re responsible for all this
work. It’s pretty crazy. It makes you realize how
small the world is.”

Dimitri Scheblanov Grateful for Woodlands Experiences
Dimitri Scheblanov couldn’t believe that Beyoncé had one of his photographs as her computer’s screensaver.
As a fashion photographer, he once shot a spread called “Tribal.” One photo featured three Asian women painted to
look black, covered in tribal paint, sticking their tongues out.

Tayleur Crenshaw Turns Woodlands Lessons into Career Path
A box of Wheat Thins guided Tayleur Crenshaw to choosing her major in college. While she had plans to become
a psychologist, one day Tayleur picked up a box of crackers and remembered the brand’s commercial playing
on TV. It was funny and animated, and while she was only a ninth grader at Woodlands High School, she knew that
she could develop advertisements too.

“It was
enough for
me to say
that I want-
ed to create
concepts for
a brand like
that,” Tayleur
said.
After gradu-
ating from

Greenburgh Central in 2009, Tayleur, now
22, moved on to Howard University in

Washington, D.C., where she is currently
enrolled in its business school, studying mar-
keting. In between attending sporting events
and taking math classes, Tayleur still remem-
bers Greenburgh Central fondly.
One of her favorite memories is participating
in dance battles with her friends during
Homecoming and prom. Each grade danced
as best they could, and a winner was
crowned at the evening’s end. The best danc-
ing came during her senior year. Even though
the 12th graders did not win the battle, every-
one was excited because it was the last

hoorah before they graduated and moved
away.
“I loved Greenburgh Central,” Tayleur said.
“All of the schools were relatively small, so
everyone got along. Everybody was always
involved. It encouraged me to hang out with
new people because we were all so close. It’s
a real hometown [school district]. It’s some-
thing that I appreciate now.”
Looking back, Tayleur sees some parallels to

Continued on page 10
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her career choice. She remembers working
with a group to raise money for prom. They
brainstormed sale ideas, created posters and
advertised the fundraisers. It taught her about
collaboration, creativity, and working innova-
tively and resourcefully with colleagues.
While she now lives in D.C., Tayleur is a
longtime Greenburgh resident. Even her
mother, school board member Sonja Brown,
was educated through the Greenburgh
Central School District from the ECP to WHS.
Now that she has temporarily moved away,
Tayleur said that life at Howard University
has helped her grow into the person that
she wants to be. While Greenburgh Central
aided in forming her values, Howard

Continued from page 9

Tayleur Crenshaw...

Did You Know?
�

•The Woodlands boys varsity soccer and
girls varsity volleyball teams are both
league champions this year! Greenburgh
Central is proud of all of its athletes!
•Maiysha Jones DeFreitas, a fifth grade
teacher at R.J. Bailey, is a chorus member in
the Clocktower’s production of "Ragtime" at
the Irvington Town Hall Theater. The whole
fifth grade class traveled to Irvington to see
the show on Nov. 7. The play is about the
immigrant and African American experience
in New York during the mid-1900s. It sup-
ported what the children are learning in
class in the social studies curriculum. It was
also great for the students to see their
teacher on stage, living her dream, taking
risks, and having fun!
•At the request of several parents and
students, Woodlands High School and the

McGinty. Ms. Brown said that she was
pleased that the District’s partnership with
BOCES could help students during the
current rough economy.
•The Woodlands High School Athletics
Department honored its faculty with a
special ceremony during half-time at the
Oct. 5 Falcons football game. Several staff
members were presented with plaques,
recognizing them for their commitment to
helping the students succeed. Athletics
Director Matt Smith said that the faculty
plays a very important role in athletes’ lives
and that it is important that the students
understand how critical the faculty is to their
development. He noted that they are inspira-
tional, and that it is nice for the students to
recognize their assistance.

R.J. Bailey School are now offering the new
afterschool program “African Dance and
Drum.” The aim is to provide many opportuni-
ties for students to dive into the arts. It is
taught by Marion Archer, founder of the
Revelators Dance Troupe. There are currently
about 25 students taking part in both schools.
•BOCES gave approximately 50 Greenburgh
Central students backpacks filled with school
supplies. The stash included crayons, pencils,
pens, calculators, binders and loose leaf
paper. The effort was led by school board
member Sonja Brown and Supervisor of
BOCES’ Homeless Student Program Maria

University has helped guide her life’s philoso-
phy. Over the past few years, Tayleur has
developed a love for travel, and believes
that everyone should visit faraway places to
enrich their lives.
“I want to encourage people – my age and
younger and older – to go abroad,” she said.
“I work and I save as much money as I can,
and I find good prices. You meet friends as
you travel and they stick with you. Trips are
really important. That’s one of my major
philosophies.”
In past years, Tayleur has traveled to
Montreal, Toronto, Costa Rica and Barbados.
In March, she anticipates visiting Ireland,
followed by a trip to Cambodia over the
summer.
Tayleur said that she is especially grateful to
Greenburgh Central for sending the students

on valuable field trips, as that may have
ignited her passion for travel. Her classes
visited the Amish Country in Lancaster, PA
while at Highview and Rocking Horse Ranch
in Highland, NY while at Bailey.
“A lot of schools are not able to take educa-
tional field trips,” Tayleur said. “We were
really lucky to have the trust and the means to
go on trips like that. They really do open
minds, especially at young ages.”
While Tayleur currently lives in Washington,
D.C., she said that she would like to return to
Westchester County within the decade. She
added that after earning her Bachelors
Degree in marketing this spring, she wants to
apply for her Masters Degree. She later hopes
to work as a creative director or marketing
director where she can develop concepts
for ad campaigns.

Woodlands staff were recognized during an October
football game.
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Home Games
Support our student athletes by attending a home game.
Visit http://sportspakdb.lhric.org/mainindex.asp for the most
current schedule.

Girls Baseball
Dec. 5 6 pm JV Bronxville
Dec. 7 4:15 pm JV Pelham
Dec. 7 6 pm Varsity Pelham
Dec. 13 4:15 pm JV Eastchester
Dec. 13 6 pm Varsity Eastchester
Jan. 2 4:15 pm Varsity Dobbs Ferry
Jan. 2 6 pm JV Dobbs Ferry
Jan. 14 4:15 pm Modified Irvington
Jan. 14 4:15 pm Varsity Ursuline
Jan. 14 6 pm JV Ursuline
Jan. 16 4:15 pm Varsity Ardsley
Jan. 16 6 pm JV Ardsley
Jan. 22 4:15 pm Modified Tuckahoe
Jan. 22 4:15 pm Varsity Irvington
Jan. 22 6 pm JV Irvington
Jan. 27 4:15 pm Modified Hastings
Jan. 29 4:15 pm Modified Ardsley
Jan. 31 7:30 pm Varsity Peekskill

Boys Baseball
Dec. 9 4:15 pm Varsity Pearl River
Dec. 9 6 pm JV Pearl River
Dec. 11 4:15 pm Varsity Riverside
Dec. 18 4:15 pm Varsity Ardsley
Dec. 18 6 pm JV Ardsley
Jan. 7 4:15 pm Modified Ardsley
Jan. 9 4:15 pm Modified Solomon Schechter
Jan. 10 4:15 pm JV Pelham
Jan. 10 6 pm Varsity Pelham
Jan. 17 4:15 pm Modified Bronxville
Jan. 18 12 pm JV White Plains
Jan. 18 2 pm Varsity White Plains
Jan. 24 4:15 pm JV Sleepy Hollow
Jan. 24 4:45 pm Modified Sleepy Hollow
Jan. 24 6:30 pm Varsity Sleepy Hollow

Wrestling
Dec. 9 4:30 pm Varsity Our Lady of Lourdes
Dec. 12 4:15 pm Varsity Scarsdale
Dec. 19 4:15 pm Varsity Edgemont
Jan. 6 4:15 pm Modified New Rochelle
Jan. 9 4:15 pm Varsity Dobbs Ferry
Jan. 17 4:15 pm Modified New Rochelle
Jan. 23 4:15 pm Varsity Eastchester

A Word from the Falcons
Nest Booster Club
The Falcons Nest Booster Club
(FNBC) has gotten off to a great
start and looks forward to another
successful year for the benefit of
our student-athletes. Your support
makes it happen.

During a special half-time ceremony at the Oct. 5 boys football game,
we supported the Woodlands Athletic Department as they honored
faculty, guidance and staff. The honorees were selected by senior
student-athletes for making a difference during the students’ school
career.
Homecoming, on Oct. 12, gave us the chance to honor the boys
football team and the girls cheerleading squad seniors, as well as their
parents. It was a great day with the team supported by alumni and
the entire Greenburgh Central community.
Woodlands Wear has also done well this year: Most
of the sales – over $1,000 – came during the
aforementioned events.
Our primary goal each year is to co-sponsor the Athletic
Awards Night and raise funds necessary to help
subsidize the event each year. This year, Athletic Awards
Night will be on Wednesday, June 4. We are looking
forward to the evening and supporting most of the
requests we receive from the Athletic Department and
our student-athletes during the school year.
We are also working on additional fundraisers that
include the sixth annual wrestling tournament, made pos-
sible by Coach Jason Parker and the wrestling team,
scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 21. The ever-popular

Greenburgh Taste Off, a partnership with the Woodlands Middle &
High School PTA and PTSA, is another. In its fourth year, it will take
place on Saturday, April 26. For more information, or to get involved,
go to http://greenburghtasteoff2014-es2.eventbrite.com/.
We thank you for supporting our student-athletes by attending their
games, especially sectional championship games. You can also
support them by wearing your Woodlands Wear, attending FNBC
co-sponsored events, and volunteering three hours at a FNBC
co-sponsored event each year.
More importantly, please encourage all student-athletes to be
scholar student-athletes by maintaining an academic average of
85 percent or more.
Join the FNBC by being a “FalconsNest Booster Club” Facebook
friend or joining the FNBC Google Group by sending an email to
wmhsfnbc@gmail.com or visit our site at
https://sites.google.com/site/woodlandshmsfnbc/.

Dave Jackson, FNBC President
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the Common Core, but have only received
$48,000 back to help us defray the costs. That
does not add up. It seems as if Albany and the
New York State Education Department are not in
the same world as us.
Nevertheless, our administration, teachers and staff
are committed to giving Greenburgh students the
best education we possibly can. There will always
be ups and downs, but we cannot remain silent.
We must do what is best for our children and our
taxpayers – nothing less.

Ronald O. Ross
Superintendent of Schools

Continued from page 1

Dear Parents and Community Members:

Upcoming Events
Visit our website for the most current and accurate
schedule of events.
Dec. 16 Community Engagement Committee Meeting (7 pm –

Woodlands High School)

Dec. 17 Board of Education Meeting (7 pm – Jackson)

Dec. 19 Grades K-6 Report Cards Sent Home

Dec. 19 Woodlands Winter Concert (7 – 9 pm)

Dec. 23-31 Holiday Recess All Schools Closed

Jan. 1 New Year’s Day All Schools Closed

Jan. 4 Breast Cancer Awareness Basketball Challenge &
Steps4ACure (Woodlands Gymnasium)

Jan. 6 Health & Wellness Committee Meeting (6:30 pm – Bailey)

Jan. 6 Community Engagement Committee Meeting
(7 pm – Mansion)

Jan. 7 Board of Education Work Session (6:30 pm –
Mansion Board Room)

Jan. 8 PTA Council Meeting (7 pm – Bailey)

Jan. 8-15 WMS Mid-Term Exams

Jan. 14 Jackson Open House for Incoming K (10 – 11 am)

Jan. 15 ECP Pre-K Pre-Registration Information Night (6 pm -
WHS Auditorium)

Jan. 16 Professional Development ½ Day
Early Dismissal for Students

Jan. 20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day All Schools Closed

Jan. 21 Board of Education Meeting (7 pm – Highview)

Jan. 22 PTA Council Special Education Meeting (7 pm – Bailey)

Jan. 25 SAT Test Date

Jan. 27 PTA Council Meeting (7 pm – Bailey)

Jan. 27-30 WHS Regents Exams

Jan. 31 2nd Marking Period Ends (Grades 7-12)

PTA Council Welcomes New President
Earlier this year, Jeff Barnes attended a council meeting as the Lee F. Jackson
PTA’s fundraising chair. At the time, the PTA council was searching for new
presidential nominations, and Mr. Barnes stepped up as the sole candidate.

Since being appointed in July, Mr. Barnes – who in his private
life is the Deputy Chief Information Officer at Queens College:
CUNY – has become focused on bettering the Greenburgh
Central School District’s parent engagement efforts, and has
already laid out a plan to help it do so.
“I saw this as a sacred duty,” he said, “and I knew that the time
was right for me to step up and take the helm.”
Mr. Barnes said that he currently sees two main problems with
the District, and that he wants the PTA council and PTA units to
assist with implementing the solutions.

The first problem is retention at the younger grade levels, he said. By second or third grade, there
has been a trend that the more advanced students leave Greenburgh Central for a private school
to acquire more enrichment. Mr. Barnes said that the District needs to locate those students and
provide additional educational services so that they will stay in Greenburgh.
The second problem deals with the implementation of New York State’s Common Core Standards
and the Annual Professional Performance Review. As they are new entities, Mr. Barnes noted that
staff members and parents are feeling fear, uncertainty and doubt.
“We can help provide more clarity for the parents and provide more transparency about what the
Common Core Standards really are,” said Mr. Barnes. When asked about the APPR, he said
that, “it’s not punitive. It’s a formative accountability system for professional development. The PTA
council can work with the administration and teachers to provide an action plan to get around
the hesitation so that we can do what the state mandates.”
Mr. Barnes recounted the story of a print shop that he once managed at Queens College. Staff
wanted new equipment, but the campus did not have money to purchase it. When the print shop
suffered from a flood, the workers were devastated to lose everything. Forced to buy new equipment
and software, the print shop became one of the best print shops in the 23-college CUNY system.
“The flood was terrible at the time,” Mr. Barnes said. “But it was an opportunity to do things
better. And I think that Common Core is a wonderful opportunity to do things better. I think we just
need to change our perspective a little bit. This is the opportunity to bring in the new stuff
and make things better.”
During his two-year term, Mr. Barnes and his team will be dedicated to working with the
administration to synchronize their two mission statements. He wants the PTA council to work
hand-in-hand with the administration and school board to create a parent engagement action
plan for the Common Core, which will help support and develop student learning at home. He
and his team are also committed to engaging with parents and providing them with information
about the future of Greenburgh Central’s educational vision and mission laid out by the board
and administration.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Vote on School Budget and Election!

Tuesday, May 20


