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A Word from the Board of Education
Dear District Residents:
Thank you for your support on the 2015-16 budget. It passed favorably on May 19,
preserving academic programs and maintaining class sizes. The $64.9 million budget,
which is a 2.42% increase from the 2014-15 academic year, allows us to continue
educating our students District-wide. Your voices guide us to work on your behalf, so we
were pleased that the upcoming year's budget was approved so enthusiastically.
Despite some challenges, the District continues to perform very well. The students have
excelled in a variety of areas, including the Woodlands Jazz Band earning third place
at the Sleepy Hollow Jazz Festival, Highview’s vibrant and intelligent cultural assemblies,
R.J. Bailey’s ongoing Bailey Broadcasting Center, and Woodlands Middle School’s
thoughtful science projects. The partnerships between schools are also very strong as
Woodlands High School students visited the Early Childhood Program and Lee F.
Jackson School to teach about animals and reading, respectively.
We currently have several administrators with the “Interim” title in leadership positions.
They are the superintendent and assistant superintendent for curriculum, as well as the
principals at Woodlands High School, Woodlands Middle School and R.J. Bailey. Even
though they are newer to their positions, they are excellent leaders who strive to give
students a meaningful education and connect with parents. They may have the “Interim”
label, but they are committed to helping students develop academically.
Nevertheless, the Board of Education is concluding its search to select the next
permanent district superintendent. We are working with School Leadership LLC to make
the best choice. We hosted an online survey and met with parents, staff, PTA councils,
government officials, union officials, civic associations and clergy. The community wants
an accessible leader with superior communication skills who can build trust and project
a positive district image, as well as an educational leader possessing a strong
background in management, strategic planning, curriculum and instruction, budget,
finance, facilities and collective bargaining. They also want someone who is willing
to make a long-term commitment to Greenburgh Central. We will work conscientiously to
find a suitable superintendent for our high-performing District.
Please attend any Greenburgh Central School Board meeting throughout the year.
They are great ways to learn, understand what is happening, and voice your opinions.
For a list of upcoming meetings, please check the District calendar.
Enjoy your summer.
Sincerely,

Lloyd Newland
Board President

Dear Parents and Community Members,
As the 2014-15 school year
draws to a close, I often
reflect on our many
successes. On May 19, you
affirmed your support of our
schools by passing the
2015-16 budget by a 73%
margin – the highest in over
a decade! On behalf of the
students, staff and faculty, thank you for your continued
support in our School District. Through your belief in
our work, our students will continue to benefit greatly
from our instructional programs and initiatives.
Our focus always remains on student outcomes –
both academically and socially. While we have
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) programs, we deemed it necessary to
add the Arts as another building block. As Highview
teacher Valerie Galdau says: “The academics
intellectualize our students; the Arts humanize them.”
This year, we forged several partnerships throughout
Greenburgh to further prepare our students for
college and their careers. We are working with the
Town Government to offer the Architect, Construction
and Engineering Mentoring Program, which
bolstered our STEAM initiative. Professionals in the
field worked with our high school students to design
an innovative structure, which was presented at New
York University in May. We will continue to enhance
our STEAM initiatives in PK-12.
We also partnered with the Greenburgh Police
Department and the Theodore D. Young Community
Center to launch “Community and Police Together.”
This new initiative is aimed at strengthening
relationships between school-community and law
enforcement. In addition, our collaboration with the
Poet’s Corner Civic Association helped our students
at Highview School as the association worked
closely with us to allow Bradley, a therapy dog, to
work with our students. Bradley offers comfort and
companionship to children who may have challenges
with reading and speech. The school-community
collaborative relationships are growing stronger and
our students are benefitting tremendously.
For the 2015-16 year, Greenburgh Central will
phase out its current English Language Arts program
and implement the New York State English Modules,
which are part of the Common Core Learning
Standards. The new modules richly support critical
and analytical thinking, research tasks and require
more in-depth non-fiction writing.
We are currently in our second year of implementing
Professional Learning Communities, which give
educators ongoing opportunities to strategically
review data, collaborate and learn from their
colleagues. We will soon infuse the Universal Design
for Learning framework in our lesson planning. The
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When Ms. Schamberg first entered the
Greenburgh Central School District, she led
the middle school for the nearly three months
following Principal Brodrick Spencer’s brief
absence. She hit the ground running and
entrenched herself in the district.
“I felt at home right away,” she said. “We
moved forward quickly and maneuvered
through the months while supporting students
and staff.”
During her first week, Ms. Schamberg visited
all of the WMS English classes, introducing
herself to students. She asked what they like
about their school, what’s unique about it,
why they’re proud of it, and what they would
change.
“The students and staff were friendly and
open,” Ms. Schamberg said. “I worked as an
anthropologist and archaeologist in a new
situation. It was great accomplishing tasks.
I wanted everyone to feel supported and I
wanted to build trust.”
At the middle school, her main goals were to
keep the school running smoothly and address
tasks that needed to be completed. She
implemented an emergency plan for when
teachers have car trouble on their drive to
work. Staff supported the idea, saying that it
would be helpful to have arrangements so

that students could receive lesson plans during
those situations. The change quickly proved
effective as excess snow caused travel
problems.

“It’s a little thing,” Ms. Schamberg said. “But
it’s not so small if a child doesn’t get a
meaningful period of instruction because life
created an emergency situation. It’s a rare
occasion, but it happens.”

She also met with teachers regarding
Professional Learning Communities. Now in

Interim Administrator Schamberg Completes Productive
Tour at Woodlands
In mid-February, Woodlands Middle School welcomed Robin Schamberg as its
new interim school administrator. She then became Woodlands High School’s
interim assistant principal in early May.

Robin Schamberg stands with a group of Woodlands Middle School students.

New Business Official Brings Wealth of Knowledge
In January, Mary O’Neill began working as the Greenburgh Central School
District’s Business Official, bringing years of experience to the job.

Ms. O’Neill, who has worked in the
education field for her entire career, is now
part of the GCSD’s administrative cabinet.
She is responsible for non-instructional
human resources, transportation, payroll and
insurance. She also develops the District’s
annual budget with her colleagues. In
previous jobs, she gathered additional
experience regarding successful deficit
financing, comptroller’s audits and
transparency with the community.

“I know just about all aspects of the business
office,” Ms. O’Neill said. “I really enjoy
finance and budget work, so things have
been great in Greenburgh. I like my job. It’s
challenging, but I like keeping busy.”

Before arriving at Greenburgh Central, Ms.
O’Neill worked in the financial department
of a school district in upstate New York for 13

Continued on page 3

the second year of PLC work, she asked staff
members what they felt worked and what
didn’t, and they reflected together on what
could be improved.

When Mr. Spencer returned to the middle
school, Ms. Schamberg was transferred to the
high school as assistant principal, working
alongside Principal Matt Smith. While she
went from leading the middle to a supporting
role at the high school, she adapted
seamlessly.

“I spent most of my career working in high
schools,” she said following her May new
position. “While it’s a busy time of year, I’m
very comfortable in this environment.”

She helped Mr. Smith run WHS and worked
steadily on teacher observations. During that
time, she enjoyed meeting the teachers and
watching them interact with their students. She
also worked on the hiring process for the
2015-16 year, partnering with each
department to help find the best teachers to fill
vacancies for the upcoming year. The school is
also looking for a permanent assistant principal
as Ms. Schamberg is not returning in the fall.

Prior to joining WMHS, Ms. Schamberg
worked in the Bedford Central School District;
she retired in June 2013 after a decade as
assistant principal. Earlier in her career, she
taught at Hastings High School and Ramapo
High School, then served as Putnam Valley
High School’s assistant principal. Since her
retirement, she also served as interim principal
at the Hudson Valley P-Tech School last spring.
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years, including five years as the Assistant
Superintendent for Business. She initially
began her career in the State Education
Department for a decade, before working in
a few other New York-based school districts.

“I like Mary’s tenacity, her drive and her
willingness to roll up her sleeves and jump
right in,” said Interim Superintendent Tahira
DuPree Chase. “She has been a great fit
here. She has the energy and the experience.
It’s the match we need.”

Ms. O’Neill is now focused on preparing for
the 2015-16 year, including finalizing staffing

details. Concurrently, she and her team will
also soon begin preliminary work on the
budget for the 2016-17 fiscal year; her
goal is to begin the budget development
process earlier this year to give them extra
time to plan.

Dr. Chase is also looking forward to
learning from Ms. O’Neill during
Greenburgh Central’s consolidation efforts.
In Troy, Ms. O’Neill was part of building
a new middle school for the district, and
can share those experiences with her
fellow administrators.

Continued from page 2
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Budding Musicians Find Their Passion in the Cello
It’s rare for elementary school children to proclaim that Johann Sebastian Bach is “awesome,” but fifth grader
Andre Anunciacio and sixth grader Adrian Pasqual do so proudly as they list his Minuet No. 2 and his Suite No.1
Prelude as their favorite classical pieces to perform.

Andre and Adrian are both R.J. Bailey students
who also study cello at the Music Conservatory
of Westchester in White Plains. They both
initially began playing the instrument as third
graders at the Highview School.

“The first time I tried to play the cello, I fell in
love with it,” said Andre, 10. “It inspires me
to keep practicing and playing because I
want to keep getting better.”

Both students noted that they chose the cello
because of its lush sound. The violin sounded
too squeaky and high-pitched for them and
they felt that their necks and arms might cramp
as they played. Also, the bass was too big of
an instrument to lug around. Instead, they
chose the cello – both beginning at 8 years
old – since it was more comfortable and
sounded better.

“I like the low tune and how that sounds,”
said Adrian, 11, who called third grade one
of his best years as he was first introduced to
the cello during that time. “I love the sound it
makes – it’s a rich, deep tune.”

In addition to rehearsing every Thursday for 50
minutes at school, they also spend a few hours
at the Music Conservatory each week. Adrian
takes four lessons – a private class, theory,

ensemble and quartet – while Andre takes three
lessons, including a private class and the junior
strings ensemble.

Aside from playing the cello, both boys enjoy
learning about math and science in school.
Adrian said that he is a hands-on person who
likes performing experiments. Andre mentioned
that in science class, they dissected an owl
pellet and tested buoyancy using water and
pennies.

“Research shows that people who study music
are better in school and get good grades,”

Adrian said as Andre
agreed, adding that it
especially helps with
math.

As music has had such a
profound impact on their
lives, both students said
that they want to
continue playing the
cello in high school, in
university, and possibly
as part of their careers.

“I want to be a musician
when I’m older,”
Andre said. “I started

to play, so why would I stop? I’m going
to keep going.”

Along with being a cellist, Andre would also
like to become a professional soccer player.
He is athletic, has an active spirit and sees
himself kicking a ball down a grassy field.
On the other hand, Adrian favors architecture
and wants to design buildings.

“But I will always play the cello and be in an
orchestra,” he said. “It would be cool to play
in college. I want to be a composer too.
If I have the inspiration, I can do it.”

Adrian and Andre stand together in R.J. Bailey's music room.
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Athlete Lanier Trades His Helmet for a Microphone
On the day of auditions for “High School Musical” in February, Woodlands senior
Miguel Lanier made a snap decision to try out for the play. A longtime athlete
and football captain who recently won the Sectional Championship with his
team, Miguel took a chance and tried something different.

“Football was my life for a
long time,” he said. “I felt
like I needed something
new. I felt like I needed
something different for
myself.”

Miguel contemplated trying
out for the spring season’s
baseball team, which he had
done as a freshman, but after
WHS English teacher Nicole
Masi – also the play’s
director – suggested that he
audition for the musical, he
changed his mind. Ms. Masi
had heard him sing last year
and loved his voice. He liked
singing too, and enjoyed
acting out Shakespeare in
English class, so he agreed.

“I was very excited – I just
auditioned to see where I
could end up and to see
where my talents were,” said
Miguel, 18, who learned,
much to his surprise, that he
was cast as the lead role.
His friends broke the news to
him at a party, continuously
asking if he had seen the cast
list. “I hadn’t. I wasn’t confident about it.
But people said I was Troy Bolton, so I
found out through other sources.”

There are many parallels between Miguel’s
life and his character’s. In the play, Troy is
pushed to be a basketball star just as
Miguel excels at football. However, not
many people know that Miguel and Troy
can also belt out a tune. Despite his
athletic prowess, Troy auditions for
the play and is cast as the lead. In the
story, Troy’s friends give him a hard
time about joining the play, and Miguel’s

did too as his friends are all athletes.

“But most of my friends are proud of me
now because I’m the lead role,” he said.
“Troy is all about finding himself. And Ms.
Masi is nothing but proud of me, I know
that for sure.”

“He’s very modest,” Ms. Masi said.
“Miguel felt like he could pop out and be
a star. But he doesn’t come across like that.
He’s very humble about the many talents
that he has. It’s very impressive. He can do
a lot and be very sincere about it.”

The play, “High School Musical,” was very
student-driven this year. Directed by Ms.
Masi and parent Terry Pavone, the students
selected the play by voting. While other
options included “Chicago” and “Rent,”
“High School Musical” won by a landslide.

“The story is very Disney
meets ‘Grease’ and ‘West
Side Story,’” said Ms. Masi.
“The students were motivated
because they knew all of the
lines already. They have
grown up with this story.”

She noted that the students
surprised her with not only
their talents, but also with their
ability to transform into their
characters and sing fearlessly
on stage. Once the group
established trust and a family
dynamic, they became
comfortable and allowed their
skills to shine through.

“I was blown away with the
amount of talent that the
children had,” said Ms. Masi.
“I’m proud of all of my
students. The ones who do the
play are so lively. They bring
that to the stage. They bring
layers to their characters, and
that’s why it’s so interesting.”

“This play was made for us,”
Miguel said. “Everybody fits
their parts perfectly.”

The show took place at the end of April
and filled the auditorium’s seats with
students, parents and staff. Miguel even
invited his family from out-of-state to
attend the show.

As the school year winds to a close,
Miguel is preparing for June’s graduation.
A lifelong Greenburgh resident who
began his education in Greenburgh
Central’s Early Childhood Program, Miguel
doesn’t expect to stay in New York for
college; but he plans to study business
and entrepreneurship in the fall.
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Basketball Falcons Make History As State Finalists
The Woodlands High School Boys Varsity Basketball Team reached the finals of
the State Championships for the first time in Woodlands athletic history.

Cheered on by friends, family and
Greenburgh community members, the boys
played Syracuse’s Westhill High School on
March 21 in the finals. After scoring more than
double as many points as their opponents in
the first quarter, Woodlands ultimately lost by a
score of 70 to 62. They were coached by
longtime leader Robert Murphy.

“The boys played great all season,” said
WHS’s Athletic Director and Interim Principal
Matt Smith. “They performed well and
came together. It’s a wonderful time in
Woodlands athletics.”

The night before, on March 20, Woodlands
beat Ogdensburg Free Academy by the
score of 61 to 43 to set up the Finals clash
against Westhill.

The day before State Final Four competition,
the Falcons left WHS on March 19 escorted
by local police and fire trucks as they
made their way out of Westchester County
to Glen Falls.

“Our kids are rock stars,” said Interim

Superintendent of Schools Tahira DuPree
Chase. “They work hard and we are very
proud of their accomplishments. We deserve
to feel special. They are really making
Greenburgh Central proud.”

Earlier that day, WMHS held a special Pep
Rally for the 11 athletes before they boarded
the bus. Several addressed the crowd, sharing
their excitement and gratitude for the
continued support. The audience cheered
enthusiastically as they encouraged the
basketball team to perform well in the final
two rounds of competition.

Throughout Sectionals and Regionals, the
team was “blown away” by the support from
the Greenburgh community. Alumni from the
1970s and residents without students in the
district attended games.

“The support is unparalleled,” said Mr. Smith.
“It really brought the community together.
Everyone is coming out to cheer on our kids. It’s
a great feeling. The boys are thrilled to see so
many faces in the crowd cheering for them.”

Following their history-making game, the
Falcons traveled back to Westchester where
they were greeted by a Greenburgh Police
motorcade. The police escorted them from the
Tappan Zee Bridge to WHS where they were
met by a crowd of cheering supporters.
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District a “Buzz” about Spelling Bee
Congratulations to R.J. Bailey fifth grader Harshita Shet, who won the
Greenburgh Central School District’s Scripps Spelling Bee.

On March 13, the R.J. Bailey School hosted
two spelling bees: the “Worker Bee” for the
Highview School’s second and third
graders, and the “Bumble Bee” for R.J.
Bailey and Woodlands Middle Schools’
fourth through eighth graders. Greenburgh
Central is the only school district in
Westchester County to participate in the
Scripps Bee.

Harshita is the District’s repeat champion,
who won this year’s bee by spelling the
word “mayonnaise” correctly. As the winner,
she traveled to Washington, D.C. to
compete in the Scripps National Spelling
Bee at the end of May.

The Bumble Bee welcomed 101 students
from Bailey and the middle school, who

were competing in
the third annual
bee. Following
Harshita’s win,
second and third
place finishers were
Katie Eng and
Shrudii Kundu,
respectively.

“I think it’s a wonderful experience for the kids
to develop poise, work well under pressure
and learn for the sake of learning,” said
Interim School Administrator Robin Schamberg.
“It’s a courageous thing to do. It’s a
confidence builder.”

Continued on page 7
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During the bee, the auditorium was packed
with parents and classmates who cheered
on their family members and friends. The
bee was in partnership with the Theodore D.
Young Community Center.

Judges included Greenburgh Town
Supervisor Paul Feiner, Town Clerk Judith
Beville, Town Justices Delores Brathwaite,
Arlene Gordon-Oliver and Walter Rivera,
Poet’s Corner Co-President Mona Fraitag,
Greenburgh Police Chief Chris McNerney
and Police Lieutenant Desmond Martin. They
were joined by DeLane Realty’s Gregory
DeLane, Theodore D. Young Community
Center’s Board Chair Yzette Swazy-Lipton,
Westchester County Legislator Alfreda
Williams, White Plains Youth Bureau’s
Executive Director Frank Williams,
International Association of Black
Professionals Past President Brother Joseph
Muhammad, and Educational Consultant
Edith Bly Jenkins.

“I’d love for my students to learn about
healthy competition,” said Bailey Principal
Kiana Washington. “They learn how to work
well with others, how to enjoy the moment,
and learn how a failure can be a building
block for future success.”

Earlier that afternoon, over 40 students
participated in Highview’s Worker Bee.
To participate, the children had to complete
an in-class spelling test; whoever had two
or fewer wrong qualified to compete
in the bee.

Second grader Gowtami Ramakrishna won
first place, followed by third graders Luna
Israel in second place and Ari Hoffman in
third place.

“I hope that they learn that it’s a friendly
competition,” said Highview Principal Gary
Mastrangelo. “It teaches them how to be
gracious winners and gracious non-winners.
It also prepares the third-grade students for
the pressures of next year when they
compete.”

Continued from page 6

District a “Buzz” about Spelling Bee...

Bailey’s Harshita Shet Successful at National Bee
For the second year in a row, R.J. Bailey’s Harshita Shet competed in the
Scripps National Spelling Bee. Many watched her participate and wished her
well from Greenburgh.

From May 24 to 29, fifth grader Harshita
traveled to Washington D.C. alongside 285
other students. As the only competitor from
Westchester County, she performed well,
finishing in 50th place. She competed against
students from across America, Canada,
China, Japan, Korea, Ghana, Jamaica and
the Bahamas.

“I was excited to be there again,” said
Harshita, 11, who finished in 47th place last
year among 281 spellers. “It was really fun.
I’ll always remember the experience.”

While 50th place – which put her in the top
20 percentile – did not earn her a spot in
the semi-final round of the Scripps National
Spelling Bee, Harshita performed well in the
earlier rounds. The children began with a
preliminary round on the Scantron machines
that emphasized spelling and vocabulary.
The second and third rounds were both oral;
Harshita correctly spelled “Permian” and
“griffonage.” However, only a few children
continued onto the semi-finals based on the
results from the preliminary round.

In order to qualify for the National Spelling
Bee, Harshita won her school’s Spelling Bee
in March. Standing on stage in front of a
packed crowd at Bailey, she took a deep
breath and smiled after the moderator
pronounced her final word: “mayonnaise.”
Harshita knew how to spell it, and won the

title – a repeat of 2014, beating out 100
fellow students in fourth through eighth grade.

“I was almost crying tears of joy,” she said
about winning the GCSD trophy. “It was the
second year in a row, so I was smiling from
ear to ear.”

Harshita has been in Greenburgh Central
since kindergarten. She became interested in
the spelling bee as a second grader. At
Highview School, students had to earn over
90% on a 20-question spelling test to
participate in the Mock Spelling Bee. Harshita
studied hard and received 100%. In third,
fourth and fifth grade, she won the District’s
spelling bee.

Over the past year, Harshita worked with
reading teacher JeanMarie Cregan at R.J.
Bailey to learn the Latin and Greek roots of
the words. Knowing the origins helped her
study the spellings.

In addition to competing in the Spelling Bee,
Harshita also participates in Bailey’s dance
program, chorus and band, where she plays
the flute. Outside of school, she also studies
karate and piano.Harshita at R.J. Bailey's mock bee.

Harshita with the bee's “Spellfie”photo booth.
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Dr. Seuss Comes to Life at Lee F. Jackson
Students smiled and giggled in surprise as they hopped off the school bus in
the morning and were greeted by the grinning Cat in the Hat, who waved to
them excitedly.

On March 2, the Lee F. Jackson School
celebrated National Read Across America Day,
which aims to create a nation of strong and
enthusiastic readers. The event was held on Dr.
Seuss’ birthday, and celebrated his life and
books through story time, laughter and fun.

“We like to celebrate his birthday because
we enjoy reading his work,” said Jackson’s
Principal Patricia Simone. “The students enjoy
being read to. Parents, Central Office staff
and high school students volunteerd to read to
the children. Several of Dr. Seuss’ books
rhyme to the point that they don’t make sense
– and the children find that comical.”

Dr. Seuss – whose real name was Theodor
Seuss Geisel – was born in Massachusetts in
1904. During his renowned career, he

published 46 children’s books, including the
famed “The Cat in the Hat,” “Green Eggs and
Ham,” “How the Grinch Stole Christmas,”
“Fox in Socks,” “Hop on Pop” and “The
Lorax.” Most of his best-selling books use
rhyming words and are filled with creative
and colorful characters.

Throughout the day, the Cat in the Hat visited
each classroom in Lee F. Jackson, surprising
the children as he hopped, danced and
slinked around the school. At each classroom
door, he poked his black and white head
through the frame, causing the children to
scream in excitement when they saw his
whiskered face.

When the Cat in the Hat strolled by the
cafeteria, the students shrieked loudly, yelling

“It’s the Cat in the Hat!” repeatedly with large
smiles on their faces as they pointed at him.
He stopped to give the students hugs and
high-fives.

During National Read Across America Day,
many guests stopped by the school to read
Dr. Seuss books to the students. They included
the district’s Director of Arts Miriam Bernabei
and several parents.

Most of Lee F. Jackson’s teachers and staff
wore red-and-white striped paper hats
throughout the day, which the students
enjoyed seeing. During class time, they were
all given Dr. Seuss pencils as a token to
encourage them to continue reading.

“As Dr. Seuss said, ‘The more that you read,
the more things you will know. The more that
you learn, the more places you’ll go,’”
recalled Ms. Simone. “We are instilling that
in our children here every day.”
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Highview Encourages Friendship with Buddy Benches
Sticking your whole hand in paint was perfectly acceptable in the name of
friendship as students spent several days colorfully decorating Highview’s
new Buddy Benches.

During the winter months, all students at the
Highview School helped paint two large
bright panels that will be erected behind the
benches in the playground this spring. The
Buddy Benches are a fun way to inspire
kindness and friendship among students. If a
student sits on one during recess, the other
students will know that they don’t have anyone
to play with, and should ask the student to
play with them.

“This blossomed into an incredible thing,”
said Highview Principal Gary Mastrangelo.
“I never thought that a bench would be so
newsworthy, but the kids have really taken to

it. They understand why the benches are
there, and they use them accordingly.”

On the first day of school in September
2014, Mr. Mastrangelo introduced the
concept of the Buddy Benches to the children.
He told them that the school acquired new
benches, but the goal was for no one to sit on
them. They are not a place to rest your coats
or your lunchboxes, he said. Instead, they are
only there to ensure that students do not feel
lonely on the playground.

Since the fall, the students have been using
the benches for their intended purpose – even
without the decorated panels mounted.

The children have been friendly toward each
other. They learned the main objective quickly:
not only do the sitting students get asked to
play, but they get asked to play in under a
minute, Mr. Mastrangelo said proudly.

Since January, the students worked with
muralist Candace Winters to decorate two
panels that will be placed behind the
benches. The designs are fun and bright with
rainbows, flowers and clouds. All of the
designs were made with the students’
handprints or fingerprints.

“I just love doing this,” said Ms. Winters. “The
prints signify holding hands, friendship and
being together. I wanted to bring some great
color outdoors and I wanted it to shine. The
kids are having a great time and it looks
wonderful.”

Each student put between two to five
handprints on the Buddy Bench panels. The
panels are filled with white clouds on the top,
green grass on the bottom, and a plethora of
colors in between – red, orange, yellow,
blue, indigo and purple. In the grass area, the
students also added flowers by using their
fingerprints in different colors.A glimpse of one of the Buddy Bench panels.
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Alum Earns “Top 50 Most Powerful Women
in Corporate America” Title
Susan Sommersille Johnson, a 1983 Woodlands graduate, was recently named
one of the Top 50 Most Powerful Women in Corporate America by Black
Enterprise Magazine.

Ms. Johnson, who currently
works as the Chief Marketing
Officer of SunTrust Banks in
Atlanta, GA, was honored in
March. She said that her
education in the Greenburgh
Central School District helped
her strong performance
throughout her career.

“I really miss Greenburgh; I
loved it there,” said Ms.
Johnson, who moved to Atlanta
in mid-2014. “I think it’s the best
public school education that you
could get. I loved the diversity. I
feel very fortunate for having
attended school there.”

As a chief marketing officer, Ms.
Johnson is responsible for being
able to speak with a variety of
people from all different
backgrounds, to find common
ground, and to work together to
reach the same goal of promoting her
company and meeting the clients’ needs.
She runs the marketing department, which
includes public relations, advertising,
communications, digital marketing, business
intelligence and branding.

“In my role as a marketer, you have to
understand the culture and the people,” said
Ms. Johnson. “I was lucky to get a wide
perspective on diversity from Greenburgh. It
really trained me well to understand different
cultures and people. It prepared me to be
around people who are really different from
me. We’re all human. And if you can learn that
when you’re 14 years old, you’re set for life.”

While Ms. Johnson attended Greenburgh
Central for her K-12 schooling, her two older
sisters went to private school. Even though
they all received good educations, she felt
that she learned more about diversity than her

siblings – and it continues to help her today.
She called the Greenburgh teaching staff
“phenomenal,” and still keeps in touch with
two of her former teachers.

Before working at SunTrust Banks, Ms.
Johnson worked in customer marketing for
Nokia. In 2007, smartphones were introduced
– and with headquarters in Finland, she spent
five years traveling to and from Helsinki, often
twice a month. Also for Nokia, she later
traveled to the likes of Brazil, Belgium, South
Africa and the United Arab Emirates.

“Greenburgh really helped me because, as I
traveled, I was able to communicate with
people,” she said. “With people from other
countries, we might not have had anything in
common, but I was able to work with them
seamlessly.”

When Ms. Johnson was named one of the
Top 50 Most Powerful Women in Corporate
America by Black Enterprise Magazine, she
was delighted to learn the news. The honor
was important to her because she considers
herself to be a “purpose-driven leader.”

Throughout her career, she
performed lots of nonprofit
work and, now at SunTrust
Banks, she focuses on “lighting
the way to financial well-
being” for clients and helping
them get atop their finances
and live a full life.

She was especially delighted
with the honor because Black
Enterprise is about wealth
creation, and she also
dedicates her life to helping
people take steps toward
earning financial stability.

“It was really fulfilling for me to
be honored by them because
they are dedicated to the
same thing as I am,” she said.
“It really feels good to be
acknowledged.”

Even though she moved to
Atlanta last year, Ms. Johnson

still feels connected to Greenburgh. Upon
receiving the award, she was overwhelmed
by the response – phone calls, emails and
social media messages – from Greenburgh
residents. She also received notes from young
women who said that she inspired them to
work harder.

After graduating from Greenburgh Central,
Ms. Johnson earned her bachelor's degree
in engineering sciences from Harvard
University, and her MBA in finance from The
Wharton School.

In Greenburgh, she formerly served as board
president of the Lois Bronz Children’s Center,
and currently sits on the board of the
Westchester Individualized Senior Experience
program. Following her success in
Greenburgh, she now looks forward to
becoming more involved in the Atlanta
community.

Susan Sommersille Johnson
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Spotlight
WHS’ Washington Earns Science Fellowships, Shares
STEM Knowledge with Students
As the political debates about education continue to swamp the media, one
thing remains clear: the need for more Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math (STEM) education inside classrooms. As the Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS) approach, the Woodlands High School science department
is pushing for STEM growth in our District. This past year provided many
opportunities for professional development, growth and vehicles that could
bring more STEM education into our schools.

This winter, WHS science
teacher Samuel
Washington was accepted
into Ecology Project
International’s Marine
Education Fellowship.
Over 175 highly qualified
educators from around the
country applied for the
fellowship and he was one
of only 10 accepted. The
MEF offers participants the
opportunity to experience
unique ecosystems as
compelling contexts for
developing a global
perspective, understanding
environmental literacy
education, and learning
about the key elements
necessary to teach NGSS
to an increasingly diverse
student population.

The program, located in
Mexico’s Baja Island
Ecology, was set in a desert island in
the middle of the Sea of Cortez (home to
39 percent of the world’s marine mammal
species). The program focused on engaging
teachers in inquiry-based instructional methods
through hands-on learning initiatives and field
research. Mr. Washington’s specific research
included parasites on specific sea stars, a
marine invertebrate census, and monitoring
California Sea lions. He also collaborated
with Mexico-based scientists, observed and
studied desert ecosystems, and interacted
with Mexican science students.

The program intended to jumpstart a
paradigm shift in teaching methods to better

prepare students to become active and
engaged participants in 21st century decision-
making and careers. The academic and
cultural exchange field program is available to
students, and Mr. Washington plans to
capitalize on the unique opportunity to
broaden the perspective of this community's
talented youth.

Mr. Washington, along with WHS teacher
Tom Tokarski, was also accepted into the
School Woodland Ecosystem Study Project
(SWESP) Fellowship. Based on a grant from
the American Society of Plant Biologists, they
are currently working with the Cary Institute of
Ecosystem Studies, scientists and other

educators to develop curriculum based on our
campus and forest ecology. Acting as Teacher
Fellows, they are:

• Learning to set up a school woodland plot
and identify the resident trees

• Creating an online field guide

• Helping develop assessments that test
students’ understanding of major principles
in ecology, using forests as case studies

• Revising and piloting curriculum materials
in the classroom

• Assisting with student evaluations

• Participating in and helping lead
professional development

Mr. Washington is also actively engaged in
the Hudson Valley STEM Teaching Fellowship.
The fellowship is sponsored by Regeneron
Pharmaceuticals, NASA Endeavor, Teachers
College, Columbia University and the STEM
Education Leadership Center. Through a
competitive application process, 10 high
school science teachers were selected to
engage in a multi-faceted professional
development experience where Fellows earn
a nine-credit graduate certificate in STEM
Leadership.

Throughout these experiences, Mr.
Washington has already brought data-based
curriculum from his studies into his WHS
classrooms. This summer, he will connect
classroom science with professional science
by engaging in a cutting edge research
experience in the biotech laboratories at
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals in Tarrytown.

Last year, Mr. Washington was the only
person from Westchester County accepted
into the New York State Master Teacher
Program. He is on the Executive Board for the
Westchester/Bronx section of the New York
State Science Teachers Association and is on
the committee for developing New York’s
version of the NGSS.

Mr. Washington feels that Greenburgh
students deserve every opportunity to not only
stay current, but lead the way in this rapidly
changing society. It is the teachers’ duty to
give students maximum support to ensure that
they will be prepared, he said.

Sam Washington is a biology teacher at Woodlands High School.
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Dear Parents and Community Members:

Pre-K Learns the Call of the Wild
The Early Childhood Program children howled into the wilderness loudly, and then paused to listen for a wolf’s reply.
In late March, the pre-kindergarten students visited the Wolf Conservatory in South Salem.

“We’re hoping that the children learn about habitat, animals and family,” said ECP Principal Dawn Mair-Male. “We talk about this in our classrooms.
Seeing the wolves helps them. It’s phenomenal and helps solidify their learning experience. It’s a learning connection for the curriculum.”

The students began their trip by learning about wolves from an animated guide who regaled the children with stories about what wild animals eat,
how they hunt, what their family looks like, and how long they live.

They next visited with the wolves, who stood behind a high fence.
The children squealed and smiled as they watched them saunter in
the fields. The students were wide-eyed as the wolves chased after
chicken bits, licked the guide's hand and napped.

research-based model will support differentiated
teaching and learning to help us meet the needs of
all students. We recognize that engagement ignites
learning and wondrous discovery. Our students will
grow academically when they are fully engaged.
On behalf of every student, the Board of Education
and Administration would like to thank the community
for its continued advocacy efforts for equitable state
aid, and for your unwavering support and belief in
our students. All six of our schools participated in our
campaign. We will continue to pursue fair state aid
distribution as our students deserve our best efforts.
We wish you well this summer. Please encourage
your children to read and write often, engage in
mathematics and have fun! We wish the Class
of 2015 the very best as they graduate from
Woodlands. May each student continue on the path
of success and someday return to our community to
support the next generation.

Dr. Tahira A. DuPree Chase
Interim Superintendent of Schools


