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A Word from the Board of Education
Dear District Residents:

I hope that you and your family enjoyed the summer vacation.
The Board of Education, along with Superintendent Tahira Chase
and her staff, worked hard over the past few months preparing
for the 2015-16 academic year.
The School Board held its annual retreat in July. We decided on
board committees and began working on our annual District
goals. We will present these goals to the community during a
board meeting this fall.

During our retreat, we met with New York State Assemblyman Tom Abinanti, along with
John Tomlin, a representative from Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins’ office. Together, we
discussed the state legislature’s failure to pass the education equalization bill, which
would have corrected the state’s long-term underfunding of Greenburgh Central.
Equalization is a crucial first step in the District’s plans to consolidate all school buildings
onto the Warburg campus – a goal that we strive to accomplish in the coming years.
According to Mr. Abinanti and Mr. Tomlin, the state assembly originally passed the
equalization bill, as it did in 2014. However, the senate and Governor Andrew
Cuomo’s office, on the advice of the state Department of Taxation and Finance, removed
it from the budget because the Town of Greenburgh’s real property reassessment is
expected to correct the underfunding and be completed in 2017. Nevertheless, the
School Board remains committed to addressing the underfunding – it will remain a top
priority for us throughout the 2015-16 year.
In addition, we welcomed new Board member Antoinette Darden-Cintron to our team
this summer. She replaced our former colleague Sonja Brown, who finished her term in
June. We all thank Ms. Brown for her years of service on the Board.
Finally, we would like to thank the Greenburgh community for passing the 2015-16
budget this past May. We now all look forward to an inspiring school year and to
meeting more Greenburgh families at Board meetings and District events throughout
the year.

Sincerely,

Terry Williams
Board President

Dear Parents and
Community Members,
Welcome to the 2015-16
academic year! I hope that
you enjoyed the summer and
that the new school year has
started off well.
Reflecting on the previous
school year, I would like to
congratulate the Class of
2015. The Woodlands High
School students achieved a
90 percent graduation rate – 86 percent are in their
first year of college; others joined the workforce,
military or Peace Corps. Our students collectively
earned $3 million in college scholarships. We are
very proud of their accomplishments!
Our District received its accountability report from the
New York State Education Department. We are
designated as a District in “Good Standing” for a
second year in a row, proving that we have all of
the right ingredients to succeed.
Over the summer, we hired several new teachers,
administrators, support staff, and school and
department leaders. As we build our “world class”
school district, we seek individuals who possess the
skills, expertise and forward-thinking attitude that is
integral to reaching our goals.
During the summer months, staff and administrators
participated in several professional development
workshops designed to support the District’s overall
vision. Many attended a curriculum mapping
workshop for English Language Arts. Interim Assistant
Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction Marge
Clarkson and Director of Digital Learning and
Accountability Rocco Varuolo attended a math
curriculum seminar in Connecticut, and relayed the
information to staff for immediate classroom
implementation.
We have exciting developments at every grade level
in our District for the 2015-16 year. We launched
several new initiatives that ensure access to learning
for all students. Along with new ELA modules for
PreK-12, the 6+1 Traits of Writing program will be
implemented at Woodlands Middle/High School.
The program initially launched at Lee F. Jackson
School two years ago and began at Highview and
R.J. Bailey schools last year. Now our entire District
will use a uniformed writing framework, which
ensures continuity as our students transition through
the District.
Woodlands High School added two new Advanced
Placement courses. Additionally, Principal Matt Smith
worked with custodians to beautify the school’s front
entrance. Woodlands Middle School received 180
new Chromebooks. Our elementary students will
participate in a new opera program. Our Early

Continued on page 12
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New Teacher Makes Waves with Love of Music
After joining the Woodlands music department on a temporary basis over a
year ago, Brian Kennedy became a permanent and integral part of the
Greenburgh Central teaching staff this January, bringing a great mix of
guidance and enthusiasm.

In January 2015, Mr. Kennedy was hired as
a full-time music teacher, leading middle
school general music, the high school concert
band and the Life Skills class. While he
already knew the students from the fall
semester when he served as a substitute
teacher, he further immersed himself into
Greenburgh’s musical realm to help the
students develop their instrumental skills.
“The kids here are great,” Mr. Kennedy said.
“They’re talented, fun and hard-working. They
are independent thinkers and have a good
sense of humor. They have great taste in
music. I have a great relationship with the
students.”
Mr. Kennedy’s love of music was first fostered
at age 9 when he picked up a trumpet.
Thanks to a supportive initial teacher who
realized that he was a talented child who had
that “special something,” along with constant
encouragement from those around him, Mr.
Kennedy turned learning music and
performing into a lifelong career.
Seeing first-hand how nurturing a passion can
help bolster talent, Mr. Kennedy spends his
days getting to know each of his students.

While they practice their instruments, he also
makes an effort to form a bond with them so
that they can relate on a closer level. That
connection cultivates a stronger education and
more confidence while playing or performing.
Throughout the 2014-15 academic year,
Mr. Kennedy’s seventh- and eighth-grade
general music classes were composed of
approximately 40 students between the two
sections, while his concert band for grades
nine through 12 had 34 musicians. More
students are expected to join for the upcoming
school year. They play a variety of instruments
from piano, keyboard and percussion to the
flute, tuba and saxophone. He also teaches
his three classes, including Life Skills,
performance and improvisation skills, which
come in handy during their multiple
performances.
While Mr. Kennedy is foremost a trumpet
player, he also taught himself how to play the
guitar at age 14 – while nursing a broken
hand, no less – and later the piano. He now
plays “a little of everything.”
Mr. Kennedy is a New York native. He
received his bachelor’s degree in jazz and
commercial music with a concentration in
concert trumpet performance from Five Towns
College in Long Island. He continued his
studies at Queens College in Flushing where
he majored in music education K-12.
For the upcoming academic year, Mr.
Kennedy is looking forward to the District
offering more music electives throughout
Woodlands Middle/High School. He
anticipates a possible future guitar class
and music theory class, as well as general
music for the high school students.

Brian Kennedy chats with the concert band before graduation.
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Engaging, Hands-On Curriculum Picks Up STEAM
This year, the Greenburgh Central School District placed a focus on STEAM –
adding the “arts” component to its Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics curriculum.

Highview School students participated in the
PTA’s first-ever STEAM Fest on June 5,
designed to teach the children about a variety
of different subjects that help create a strong
base for their learning as they continue their
education in the District.
“Today is a really great day,” said Highview
Principal Gary Mastrangelo. “The kids are so
excited and energized. They have been
psyched right from the beginning. One student
passed me by and exclaimed, ‘This is the best
day ever!’ And that’s what we want to hear.”

The second- and third-grade students
performed hands-on activities throughout the
day. The two grades were divided into six
groups; each distinguished by colored shirts –
either white, red, blue, green, orange or
yellow. They visited a variety of stations,
situated around the school.
They students smiled, giggled, cheered and
remained animated at each stop. One station

had them study chemical reactions by mixing
substances together in a cup. Once combined,
they rolled the sticky material between their
palms to create a bouncy ball. The children
giddily tested their bouncing abilities outside as
they threw the balls against the pavement.
Students also learned about bubbles, water
and soap at another station. They watched
excitedly as the instructor poured water
droplets into an already-full tub of water.
She explained that, drop by drop, the water
binds together until a bigger force causes it to

break and overflow. She then added glycerin
to a water-filled pan to create bubbles.
Sticking a circular rope attached to sticks into
the pan, she produced large bubbles when
she lifted the rope. The students were thrilled
to see the giant bubbles, especially the last
one, which the wind floated above the
building. Many students jumped to their feet
and cheered for the bubble to continue

floating upward without popping.
During the day, other stations saw the children
toss paper airplanes to test their flight paths,
draw portraits with friends, create origami
figures, and make self-propelled model cars
with popsicle sticks and toothpicks.
“Our District is moving full STEAM ahead
with our new initiatives,” said Greenburgh
Central Superintendent Tahira Chase. “This
event underscores the excitement that we
want our children to have with the curriculum.
It encompasses all that children should
experience when they learn these subjects.
Learning is supposed to be fun like this.”
Dr. Chase also thanked the Highview PTA for
embracing the District’s STEAM vision and for
coordinating the daylong event.
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Cheerful Commencement Ceremony Showcases Senior Achievements
Students wearing green- and white-colored robes and caps crowded into the Westchester Community Center to
celebrate their last day as 12th-graders.

Woodlands High School’s Class of 2015 graduated 129 students from the Greenburgh Central School District on June 26. They were
led by valedictorian Fabio Amendola and salutatorian Shannon Valentine as they flipped their tassels from right to left.

The graduates became GCSD alumni as friends and family cheered from the audience. The Greenburgh Central administration, staff and
community wish members of the Class of 2015 well in their future endeavors.
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2015 College
Acceptances
Alabama State University
Albright College
Alfred University
Berkeley College
Binghamton University
Canisius College
Colby Sawyer College
College of Mount Saint Vincent
Columbia University
Concordia College
Cornell University
CUNY- York College
Dartmouth University
Delaware State University
Dominican College
Dowling College
Duke University
Fashion Institute of Technology
Fisher College
Florida A & M University
Fordham University
Franklin Pierce University
Gannon University
George Washington University
Hampton University
Harpur College of Arts and Sciences
Hartwick College
Harvard College
Harvey Mudd College
Herkimer University
Hobart College
Hofstra University
Howard University
Iona College
Johnson & Wales
Lehman College
Long Island University- Brooklyn
Long Island University- Post Campus
Manhattanville College
Maryland Institute College of Art
Mercy College
Monroe College
Morehouse College
Mount Saint Mary College
New Haven University
New York Film Academy

New York University
Newbury College
Northeastern University
Nyack Christian College
Oral Roberts University
Pace University
Plymouth State University
Pratt Institute
Quinnipiac University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Roberts Wesleyan College
Rutgers University
School of the Art Institute of Chicago
School of Visual Arts
Seton Hall University
Shaw University
South Carolina State University
St. John’s University
St. Thomas Aquinas College
SUNY- Albany
SUNY- Binghamton University
SUNY- Buffalo
SUNY- College of Technology
SUNY- Cortland
SUNY- Delhi
SUNY- New Paltz
SUNY- Oneonta
SUNY- Potsdam
SUNY- Purchase
SUNY- Stony Brook
Temple University
The City College of New York
The College of St. Rose
The College of Westchester
The University of Maine Honors College
Tompkins Cortland Community College
University of Connecticut
University of Florida
University of Hartford
University of New Haven
University of Pennsylvania
University of Rhode Island
University of Southern Florida-

Honors College
University of the Sciences
Utica College
Virginia Commonwealth University
Wells College
Westchester Community College
Western Connecticut State University
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2015 Scholarships
Albright College Alumni Scholarship,

$40,000 over 4 years
Alfred University, $30,000 over

4 years – 2 awarded
Colby Sawyer College Founders

Scholarship, $84,000 plus $2,000
Early Action

College of Mount Saint Vincent,
$12,000 over 4 years

College of Westchester President’s
Scholarship, up to $15,000

Concordia College, $11,150 per year
Concordia College, $43,630 per year
Dartmouth University, $29,947
Dowling College Vanderbilt

Scholarship, $24,000 over 4 years
Fisher College Achievement and

On Campus scholarships $52,000
over 4 years

Fisher College On Campus Scholarship,
$56,000 over 4 years
Franklin Pierce University, $48,000

over 4 years
Gannon University Maroon & Gold

Award, $5,000
Hartwick College President's

Scholarship, $88,000 over
4 years – 2 awarded

Hartwick College Judge William
Cooper Scholarship, $96,000
over 4 years

Hartwick College, $100,000
over 4 years

Harvey Mudd College, $18,950
Hofstra University Provost Scholarship,

$58,000 over 4 years

Hofstra University Presidential Scholarship,
$90,000 over 4 years

Howard University, Full Tuition and Fees
Iona College, $24,000 over 4 years
Iona College Gael Scholarship,

$26,000 over 4 years – 2 awarded
Iona College Heritage Scholarship,

$54,000 over 4 years
Iona College Heritage Scholarship,

$72,000 over 4 years
Johnson & Wales Presidential Academic
Scholarship, $40,000 over

4 years – 2 awarded
Johnson & Wales, $60,000
Long Island University- Brooklyn Recognition
Award, $12,000
Long Island University Service

Award, $7,500
Manhattanville College, $69,740

over 4 years
Manhattanville College President's

Scholarship, $72,000 over
4 years – 6 awarded

Manhattanville College Chairman
Scholarship, $88,000 over
4 years – 3 awarded

Maryland Institute College of Art,
$32,000 over 4 years

Mercy College Provost Scholarship,
$1,500 per year

Mercy College Honor Scholarship,
$4,000 per year

Mercy College, $10,000 over 4 years
Mercy College Presidential Scholarship,

$24,000 over 4 years
Mercy College, $26,895 per year
Mercy College Trustee Scholarship &
Assistance Grant, $30,000

over 4 years

Monroe College Dean's Scholarship,
$4,800 per year

Mount Saint Mary College Achievement
Scholarship & Resident Grant,
$36,000 over 4 years

Newbury College Dean's Scholarship,
$48,000 over 4 years

Northeastern University, $60,000
over 4 years

Oral Roberts University, $36,000
over 4 Years

Pace University Academic Scholarship
and Honors Opportunity, $20,000
per year

Pace University, $21,000 per year
Pace University Incentive Scholarship,

$56,000 over 4 years
Pace University, $68,000 over

4 years – 2 awarded
Plymouth State University Dean's

Scholarship, $32,000 over 4 years
Pratt Institute Presidential Scholarship,

$18,000 per year
Quinnipiac University Academic

Scholarship, $60,000 over 4 years
Quinnipiac University Dean's

Scholarship, $76,000 over
4 years – 2 awarded

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute,
$33,700 per Year

Roberts Wesleyan College, $18,290
free room and board

School of the Art Institute of Chicago
Incentive Merit Scholarship,
$42,000 over 4 years

Seton Hall University Scholarship,
$80,000 over 4 years

St Johns's University Scholastic Excellence
Scholarship, $84,000 over 4 years

St Johns's University Hugh Carey
Award, $96,000 over 4 years

St. Thomas Aquinas College Academic
Award, $10,000 per year

SUNY- Albany Merit Award,
$4,300 per year

SUNY- Buffalo Provost Scholarship,
$2,500 per year

SUNY- New Paltz, $15,170 per year
SUNY- Oneonta Presidential

Scholarship, $6,470 per year
Temple University, $56,000

over 4 years
The College of St. Rose Academic

Scholarship, $72,000 over 4 years
University of Florida Presidential Award,

$48,000 over 4 years
University of Hartford Alumni Grant,

$40,000 over 4 Years – 2 awarded
University of Hartford, $64,000

over 4 years
University of Hartford Merit Scholarship,

$89,000 over 4 years
University of Hartford Alumni Grant and

Merit Scholarship, $116,000
over 4 years

University of Rhode Island, $48,000
per year

University of Southern Florida Honors
College Scholarship, $2,000

per year
University of the Sciences, $48,000

over 4 years
Utica College Founders Scholarship,

$76,000 over 4 years
Wells College Dean’s Award, $60,000

over 4 years
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Memory Project Connects Greenburgh, Mexico Students
R.J. Bailey School students sat hunched over their artwork, holding
paintbrushes or colored pencils in their hands, steadily applying color to their
portraits. Each child was accompanied by a Woodlands High School student or
a professional artist, who sat at their side and offered advice and suggestions.

On May 1, R.J. Bailey participated in “The
Memory Project,” an initiative aimed at
helping the students in grades four through six
understand people from other countries who
are culturally different. Approximately 40
students were selected to partake in the
project, and were each given a photograph
of a child who lives at the Casa de
Elizabeth orphanage in Imuris, Mexico.
Using any medium they desired, the Bailey
children created portraits of the Mexican
children in their photos. Some were
accurate drawings while others were slightly
more abstract representations with added
details to bring the picture to life.
“Our students wanted to help the children in
Mexico see themselves as works of art,” said
Miriam Bernabei, the District’s Director of Arts,
Music and Special Programs. “At the
orphanage where the children live, their basic
needs like food, healthcare and education are
taken care of. But Bailey students are aiming
to go beyond those basic needs and touch
their lives in a fun and artistic way.”
The main goal of “The Memory Project” was
for the Greenburgh students to offer a

personal keepsake to the disadvantaged and
neglected children in Mexico. It strives to not
only give the Mexican children “portable
pieces of their personal history,” Ms. Bernabei
said, but also provide them with memories
from their younger years.

“One of the Bailey students I worked with said
that making this portrait was one of the best
things she has ever done,” said muralist
Candace Winters a visiting artist who helped
the students create the artwork. “It was really
moving to hear that.”
In May, Claire Cronin, RJB’s art teacher,
traveled to Imuris to hand-deliver the finished
portraits to the children at Casa de Elizabeth.
“I want them to be surprised and happy that
we took the time to do it for them,” said fifth-
grader Donna Rodriguez. “I had a lot of fun
doing this.”
“I hope this tells the children in Mexico that
they’re important,” said 12th-grader Latasha
Kennerly, who worked alongside Donna.
“Even if we don’t know them, they’re good
people.”
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Movement and Friendship Bring Three Schools Together
Excitement flowed around the Woodlands High School field as Greenburgh
Central’s pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, first-grade and second-grade students
smiled and cheered during their annual Sports Day.

The field swarmed with giggling children from
the Early Childhood Program, Lee F. Jackson
School and Highview School on May 21 as
they spent the morning playing together and
participating in a variety of athletic activities.
“The kids are having a blast,” said Highview
Principal Gary Mastrangelo. “They’re having
fun and staying in shape. All three schools are
here to celebrate. We’re all taking a step
away from the rigors of daily work and
having a great time.”
The three youngest schools came together for
a day of fun. While the students saw many
new faces, the event’s main goal was to
demonstrate the partnership between
buildings. Not only were ECP, LFJ and HV
represented, but several students from WHS
also stopped by to moderate the activities and
play with the elementary school students.
“Our kids loved being involved and
participating,” said ECP Principal Dawn

Mair-Male. “It was an awesome day for us.”
Between the mild weather and the fun
activities, the children reveled in the outdoor
event. They ran giddily during a relay race,
jumped as high as they could to clear hurdles,
and gritted their teeth while competing in

Tug of War. They also played a variety of
other games, including dodge ball, Duck
Duck Goose, Nerf Frisbee and the parachute
ball roll.

While students met new friends in different
grades, several of the first- and second-grade
students saw their former teachers throughout
the day. As some waited in line to play a
game, they noticed past teachers and raced
over to give them a hug.
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Community Partnerships Bring New Experiences at ECP
Pre-kindergarten students stared wide-eyed and amazed at Metro, the Greenburgh Police Department’s canine, as
he opened the K-9 van’s door, hopped in and closed the door behind him. They cheered for his skills and dexterity.

The demonstration was part of the “My Police Officer and Me” event
held at the Early Childhood Program on May 27. For the morning,
ECP joined forces with the Greenburgh Police Department to
introduce Greenburgh Central’s youngest students to law enforcement
agents and their professions.
“This created a whole school-community atmosphere focused on
safety,” said ECP Principal Dawn Mair-Male. “Everyone loved it.
The kids paid attention and they understood that the police are
our friends.”
With all of the negative national law enforcement news in recent
months, “My Police Officer and Me” sought to teach the children that
the GCSD community’s police are here to help. The students learned

that they can wave to an officer on the street and shouldn’t be afraid
of interacting with them, especially if they need assistance.
In addition to watching Metro perform some of his duties, the students
all took turns petting him as he was led around by an officer. The
students also climbed into the police department’s SWAT Jeep, sitting
in the driver’s seat and crawling over the back seats.
To cap off the event, all in attendance enjoyed a barbecue on the
lawn where the students asked the police officers questions about
their daily duties and experiences.
“This is phenomenal for the kids,” said Ms. Male. “We’ve received
awesome feedback from the parents and staff – they all truly loved it.
We can’t wait to do this again next year.”
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Jon Del Grande
Class of 2003

Tell us about your life after graduating
from Greenburgh Central.
I went to Stony Brook University to major in
Mechanical Engineering and minor in
business management. The teachers at
Woodlands really prepared me for the math
and science courses I encountered in college.
In addition to typical college activities,
I spent a lot of my free time working on the
student-run Baja SAE competition race vehicle
– we designed and fabricated off-road
vehicles to compete against 100 other
colleges nationwide. After college, I took a
design engineering job with Honda R&D in
Ohio, and a few years later I moved to
Seattle to take a production supervisor job
in the Aerospace industry.
What do you currently do?
I work as a manufacturing engineering
manager for an aerospace supplier in
Everett, WA. I’m responsible for the engineering
team in supporting production, implementing
new products and manufacturing/process
improvements.

What did you learn at Greenburgh Central
that has proven helpful in your career?
First and foremost, the education I received
was critical to my success in mechanical
engineering.
What makes Greenburgh Central special?
I think the diversity makes Greenburgh special.
I didn’t realize how much I appreciated it until
I reached college – and even more when I
moved to Ohio.
What did you enjoy most about your time in
the District?
I still keep in touch with my Woodlands
friends despite being about 2,800 miles
away from most of them. Also, I enjoyed the
memories I made with them, including time
spent on the bowling and baseball teams.
What advice can you share with current
students to prepare them for their future?
Try to learn whenever you can. People have
different passions and learn some things more
easily than others. But take the time both in
and out of the classroom to learn something
from your experiences. The more you learn,
the better decisions you make.

Greenburgh Central’s Alumni Corner

Priscilla Encarnacao
Class of 2003

Tell us about your life after graduating
from Greenburgh Central.
I obtained my Bachelors of Biology and
Environmental Science at Post University on a
softball scholarship. I then went to graduate
school at the University of Connecticut
where I obtained my Doctorate in
Pharmacology in 2012.
What do you currently do?
Immediately following graduate school, I
accepted a position at the Yale University
School of Medicine as a postdoctoral fellow
and have been there since. I work in vascular
biology in the department of Pharmacology.
How did Greenburgh Central prepare
you for adulthood?
It prepared me exceedingly well for success in
college and adulthood. The education I

received helped prepare me well for college
and made the transition seamless. I felt
adequately prepared for all aspects of my
education. In addition, the diversity in the
district helped prepare me to work with a
wide variety of people.

What did you learn at Greenburgh Central
that has proven helpful in your career?
My entire experience shaped me into the
person I am today and I know, for sure, I
would not be the same without it.
What makes Greenburgh Central special?
It’s a very diverse atmosphere. In its location
there is no other school that can compete with
the life experience you gain from attending.
What did you enjoy most about your time
in the District?
The friends I made, the teachers/coaches who I
still keep in touch with, and the athletics.
What advice can you share with current
students to prepare them for their future?
Take advantage of the excellent teachers and
cherish the experiences you have with your
friends because only you and they will have
this experience. The friends and experiences
you make will be ones you have for a lifetime.

How did Greenburgh Central prepare you
for adulthood?
We had a lot of changes going on in the
district but we learned from the changes. We
grew as students and we learned to adapt to
the many changes. After graduating from
Woodlands, I was confident heading to
college. I was well-prepared academically
and personally. What I learned in
Greenburgh Central was the foundation to my
college years and my professional career.
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GCSD Thanks Retirees for
Years of Service
This year, the Greenburgh Central School District says
farewell to 12 staff members who recently retired
during or following the 2014-15 academic year.
Overall, they accumulated nearly 275 years of service in the
District and all played a role in enriching our students’ lives.
We wish them the best in the next chapter of their lives.

• Scott Castle, Music Teacher at WHS
• Mary Cronin, Teaching Assistant at LFJ
• Valerie Galdau, Elementary Teacher at HV
• Rosemary Kamholz, School Nurse at LFJ
• Leo Magnotta, Senior Custodial Worker at LFJ
• Freddy Martin, Cleaner at LFJ
• Richard Mayer, Transportation Supervisor
• Irise Pezzola, Clerk at WHS
• Barbara Pridgen, Health Aide at WHS
• Patricia Roloff, Elementary Teacher at HV
• Susan Sheppard, Elementary Teacher at LFJ
• Kristine Townsend, Elementary Teacher at LFJ

GCSD Approves New
Tenure Recipients
This past year, the Greenburgh Central School Board
granted tenure to seven faculty members throughout
the District.
Every year, the School Board considers nominations for tenure
based on a variety of rigorous standards set for each tenure area.
The following employees met and exceeded the standards and
were awarded tenure.
The recipients for tenure of the 2014-15 academic year are:

• Joy Alter, School Media Specialist (Librarian) at WMHS
• Megan Cornell, Teaching Assistant at HV
• Tatiana Galasso, Teaching Assistant at HV
• Helen Hastings, Social Worker at LFJ/HV
• Maiysha Jones-DeFreitas, Special Education Teacher at RJB
• Christopher Vaccaro, English Teacher at WHS
• Kiana Washington, Assistant Principal at RJB

Scenes from the Woodlands Prom 2015
The Woodlands High School students were dressed to the nines for their annual
prom in May. The event was an opportune evening to enjoy time with friends,
relax and dance.

Continued on page 12
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Childhood Program integrated Common Core
Standards for ELA and Math – unprecedented in
New York for pre-kindergarten.
We have implemented a new K-12 Alert system to
better communicate with parents and our community.
Through this enhanced emergency messaging
system, parents will remain informed of school
events, school closures, lockdowns, lockouts and
other pertinent information. We also redesigned our
website to improve user accessibility and enhanced
our social media efforts to provide another medium
of communication.
We are continuing our strong partnerships with the
PTA Council, PTA units, Greenburgh’s police and fire
departments, faith-based organizations, Theodore D.
Young Community Center and the Town of
Greenburgh. We look forward to engaging our
community stakeholders on committees and with
long-term strategic planning. We want our
community to be involved in the undeniable
transformation and rebranding of our District.
Sincerely,

Dr. Tahira A. DuPree Chase
Superintendent of Schools

Continued from page 1

Dear Parents and Community Members:

Continued from page 11

Scenes from the Woodlands Prom 2015:


