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A Word from the Board of Education
Dear District Residents:
On behalf of the Board of Education, I wish you and your family a healthy and prosperous
2016. We are well into the academic year and are pleased with our students’ progress.
Our dedicated teachers and principals have been hard at work providing your children with a
world-class education.

The Board is currently focused on preparing the 2016-17 budget. Administrators have
worked diligently to create a budget that effectively serves our students while also being
responsible to taxpayers. We have been holding meetings with the community to keep
residents informed and to hear their input and feedback. The next budget presentation is
on March 22 at Woodlands Middle/High School at 6:30 p.m. The Board of Education
will adopt the budget at its April 19 meeting. The budget vote is May 17.

Developing a new strategic plan is another major focus of the Board. We kicked off the
process during our retreat in late January. A key subsequent step will be gathering input
from the public. Please stay tuned.

Consolidating our school buildings onto the Warburg campus remains a priority.
However, we must resolve the unfavorable state aid in order to move forward. We are
currently exploring our options.

This past fall, each Board of Education member was assigned to be a liaison with one
of our Greenburgh schools. This initiative – an idea from Superintendent Tahira
Dupree Chase – helps foster deeper relationships between board members, the
schools and the district’s students and parents.

Lastly, Marge Clarkson, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, retired
in January. I have always admired her passion for our children and for education.
The Board of Education and school district will miss her talent and dedication, and
we wish her the best.

As always, please feel free to attend any of our Greenburgh Central School District
Board of Education meetings. We meet twice a month on Tuesdays. Check our website,
http://www.greenburghcsd.org, for meeting dates and times.

Sincerely,

Terry Williams
Board President

Welcome to the Greenburgh
Central School District!
Since 2012, I have had
the distinct pleasure and
honor of serving as an
educational leader in
one of the most
progressive school
districts in New York.
Our faculty, staff,
parents and community are a diverse
group who strive toward one goal – to
ensure the best learning opportunities for
our students. During my tenure in
Greenburgh Central as a director, assistant
superintendent, acting superintendent,
interim superintendent and now your
superintendent of schools, I have observed
various perspectives of our school district
through multiple lenses.
This is a great time to lead the Greenburgh
Central School District as it has enormous
promise! You will not find a more diligent
and dedicated group of leaders and
educators, staff, parents and community
members to help lead us toward World
Class status. With the constant changes
and growing expectations in public
education, we are poised to meet (and
even exceed) all challenges through
continuous collaboration and courageous
conversations about what is best for our
students. Our work together is already
proven by the success that our students
consistently demonstrate.
As we blaze the trail for the future, I am
committed to honoring the pioneers of the
school community and rich traditions that
embody our district. Our community has
come to expect my unwavering
commitment to ensure that each student
receives rigorous instruction in a safe and
clean environment. I will relentlessly strive
to meet this charge as your superintendent.
Such high expectations, coupled with
expert instructional delivery, will prepare
our students for success in their post-
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Dr. Chase has been a progressive force in
Greenburgh since she was hired in the fall of
2012. She initially served as Director of
Curriculum, then Assistant Superintendent for
Curriculum and Instruction. She became acting
superintendent in the spring of 2014 and was
subsequently named interim superintendent. At
the Oct. 6, 2015 Board of Education
meeting, members appointed Dr. Chase as
superintendent.

"I'm very grateful to serve as the
superintendent," she said. "It is a great time to
be a leader in education. We are on an
upward trajectory to move the district forward.
I am committed to improving this district
and having a positive impact on all students
and community. It is my goal to work
collaboratively with others to help people see

us as the World Class school district that I
know we are."

During the 2015-16 academic year, Dr.

Tahira DuPree Chase Named Superintendent of Schools
After nearly two years leading the Greenburgh Central School District, Tahira
DuPree Chase was named the permanent superintendent this past fall.

Dr. Valenti’s first day in Greenburgh was on
Jan. 19 as interim assistant superintendent for
curriculum, instruction and personnel. He is a
long-time academic administrator with nearly
30 years of experience as a superintendent.
In Westchester County, he worked in the
Harrison and Blind Brook-Rye school districts;

As Clarkson Retires, Valenti Steps In as Assistant Superintendent
In January, Marguerite Clarkson, Greenburgh Central’s assistant superintendent for curriculum, instruction and personnel
retired. She was replaced by Ronald D. Valenti, who joined the district as an interim administrator.

he also served as superintendent of Long
Island’s Valley Stream and Smithtown school
districts.

In addition, Dr. Valenti is an adjunct associate
professor for CUNY Hunter College’s
Educational Leadership Program, as well as
an assistant dean for graduate teacher
education and an adjunct professor at the
College of New Rochelle.

“We are pleased to have Dr. Valenti join our
team as an interim administrator with years of
background in curriculum and instruction,”
said Superintendent Tahira DuPree Chase.
“We are looking forward to having him as
part of our team.”

Mrs. Clarkson retired in mid-January after
several years with the district. Her colleagues
were sad to see her go, but wished her the
best in her retirement. Prior to serving as
assistant superintendent for nearly two years,
Mrs. Clarkson was the principal at R.J. Bailey
School. She was well-respected for her

innovative ideas and her ability to
communicate well with staff members, students
and their parents.

“Marge was my an integral member of my
administrative cabinet," said Dr. Chase. “She
is a consummate professional. She is brilliant,
thoughtful and a great leader. She’s well-
versed in the area of curriculum. It was a
pleasure to serve alongside her.”

Chase has worked to implement the Common
Core English Language Arts and Math
standards for pre-kindergarten through 12th
grade, as well as increase STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Mathematics) offerings. She has also trained
staff and faculty to identify various student
learning styles and customize lessons to meet
the needs of all children.

Dr. Chase initiated the Professional Learning
Communities model to share student data,
and identified intervention strategies to help
students stay on track for graduation. In
addition, the district has increased local,
corporate and college partnerships to provide
real-world experiences that deepen student
learning.

“I value the administration, staff and children,"
here,” she said. “I appreciate my relationships
with the community and the partnerships I've
forged. It’s a perfect storm. Everything is
coming together.”

Dr. Ronald Valenti and Dr. Tahira Chase.

Congratulations to Marge Clarkson.
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Students Cheer for New Playground at Jackson
On a humid late summer’s day, the Lee F. Jackson kindergarten and first-grade
students stood on the asphalt as they waited happily for their new playground to
officially open. They shook their fists with joy, shouting, “Cut it! Cut it! Cut it!” to
the administrators who snipped the ribbon.

Sept. 8 marked the opening of LFJ’s new
playground – a recreational structure that
was several years in the making. When
the students were given the go-ahead to
use the new playground, they ran toward it
with smiles, eager to test it out. Some
children chose to slide down the slide
while others elected to navigate the rock-
climbing wall. Many walked up the
obstacle structure and a few chased each
other across the bridges.

“It’s really amazing, beautiful and state-of-
the-art,” said LFJ Principal Patricia Simone.
“I wish that Nettie Jackson (the school’s
namesake) could have been here because
she would have been so touched.”

The new playground came into existence
thanks to a partnership between the
Greenburgh Central School District and the
Town of Greenburgh’s government. Four
years ago, the District tore down an old
wooden playground area because it was
no longer safe for the children to use. The
demolition left LFJ with lots of open
property, but only one playground for
nearly 330 students to share.

discussions, Ms. Simone and Greenburgh
Central’s Director of Facilities Michael
Falcone met with the School Board and
administration to present their plans.

“There’s a kid in all of us, and that’s what

Last summer, Joseph Lucasey, the Town of
Greenburgh’s Deputy Commissioner for
Parks and Recreation, visited Ms. Simone.
She mentioned that she would love to add
another playground for the students to enjoy.
Mr. Lucasey then spoke with Commissioner
Gerald Byrne, who reached out to Town
Supervisor Paul Feiner. Following

brought this project together,” said School
Board Member Claudia Glaser. “We are
blessed to have a day like today to have
this all happen. You have here a castle, a
playground, a place of imagination and
wonder.”

Superintendent Tahira Chase noted that the
LFJ playground was just the first of many
collaborative projects with the Town of
Greenburgh. She said that the Town and
the District will continue to work together.
Together, the two parties can turn
Greenburgh Central into the best school
district in America, Mr. Feiner said.

The new playground is also open to the
community after school hours.

The new playground boasts many features, including several slides and a rock climbing wall.



Spotlight Our Children... Our Focus, Our Future

4

R.J. Bailey’s First Play Reveals School’s Collaborative Spirit
Students at R.J. Bailey performed in their first-ever play in January, showing off their theatrical talents in the play “Shrek.”

On Jan. 28, the auditorium was filled with
friends and family who came to see the
students bring the well-known comedic tale to
life. The cast consisted of 30 sixth-grade
students, along with 12 fifth-graders playing
Duloc citizens, and 10 stage crew members.

“The students were all so proud of
themselves,” said director Claire Cronin, a
teacher at R.J. Bailey. “It was a lot of work,
but they rose to the occasion. The play’s
message is about being who you are and
accepting people for who they are. It’s a
good theme for our school.”

The students were thrilled to perform in front of
their friends and family, and were happy to
share their love of theater.

Rehearsals began in December, culminating in
a late-January show that highlighted the helpful
nature of Greenburgh Central. Students
practiced during lunch hours while teachers
and teaching assistants often stopped by after-
school to lend a hand. Educational Television
Supervisor Steve Lewis helped with the lighting
while transportation director Sergio Alfonso
offered an additional bus home post-rehearsal
for students.

“It was an unbelievably collaborative event
that made our students feel really special,”
Ms. Cronin said. “It was one of the most
powerful things I’ve seen. We had teachers
and students offering their help. Theater
teaches kids to be kind to one another.
Anyone would have been proud. We all
showed kindness and collaboration. It was
fabulous.”

The play was part of an evening dinner
theater, coupling with a sixth-grade PTA-
sponsored event. The dinner of spaghetti and
meatballs, salad, bread and dessert raised
money for the sixth-graders’ end-of-year trip.

While Ms. Cronin and her colleagues have
not selected a play for the 2016-17 school
year, the production was popular enough to
encourage a new tradition of winter plays at
R.J. Bailey.
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Students Screen and Discuss “He Named Me Malala”
at Jacob Burns Film Center
Students from Greenburgh’s R.J. Bailey School and Woodlands Middle School
were treated to a viewing of “He Named Me Malala,” the documentary about
Malala Yousafzai, the celebrated 18-year-old Pakistani activist who crusades
for female education.

Joined at Pleasantville’s Jacob Burns Film
Center by students from White Plains and
Scarsdale, the sixth and eighth graders from
Greenburgh Central watched the film and
then posed questions to special guest Heather
Barr, a senior researcher on women’s rights in
Asia with the Human Rights Watch
organization. Ms. Barr, who Skyped with the
students from London, answered a variety of
their questions about Malala, education and
human rights.

The children were enthralled by the Davis
Guggenheim-directed film, which chronicled
protagonist Malala, who stood up to the
Taliban and spoke out about the right for

young girls to get an education in Pakistan. In
her home country, girls’ education had been
outlawed and schools were bombed in protest
by Taliban
groups.

After speaking
out against the
Taliban, then 15-
year-old Malala
and her
schoolmates
were attacked by
firearms as they
traveled in a
school bus.

Malala, who was shot in the head, became
an international symbol of freedom around the
world, as well as a beacon of hope for
young girls who wanted to become educated
and productive members of society.

Following months of hospitalization in
England, Malala eventually recovered from
the traumatic injuries and became a
spokesperson for equal rights. She earned the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2014 –becoming the
youngest-ever Nobel Prize laureate at age 17
– for her work promoting education, women’s
rights and the rights of refugees.

Emily Keating, Director of Education at the
Jacob Burns Film Center, told students that Mr.
Guggenheim created the film by using a
combination of archival footage, new
interviews with Malala and her father, and
animation to weave the story together.

“You probably went to school this morning not
giving it another thought, and maybe not even
wanting to go,” Ms. Keating said. “But going
to school is something you get to do every
day. I think this movie will help you to think
about that in a different way.”

Greenburgh Central to Poll Community about Communications
The Greenburgh Schools will be emailing an important Communications Survey to parents, staff and community
members in March. The survey, which will also be made available as a print version at District events, is designed to
gauge public opinions about how our parents and community receive information from the District.

The survey will ask parents questions about communications from individual schools, and a separate set of questions will cover district-wide
communications. The average time to complete the Communications Survey is 10 minutes, and we encourage you to respond.

Here is a link to the survey: http://bit.ly/21numi1

Thank you for your support of the Greenburgh Schools!

The Jacob Burns Film Center screened the award-winning film, "He Named Me Malala," for a large
group of GCSD students.

Students asked questions to women's rights
activist Heather Barr.
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Science Students Relish Exploratory Field Trip
Students in Woodlands High School’s AP Environmental and AP Biology classes
trekked out on one of their annual combined class trips – this time visiting
Pelham Bay Park.

During the field trip on Sept. 25 to New York
City’s largest park, the classes collaborated on
an ecology-based lab, which included topics
that overlapped in both fields. The teenagers
enjoyed themselves while practicing the
science fieldwork, prompting students to call
the trip “one of the best.”

During the excursion, they practiced science
skills while making observations of the
ecosystems, including the sandy shore, rocky
shore, salt marsh and forest. Throughout the
day, students focused on the abiotic
environment, biodiversity, ecological
interactions, and impacts that they have on

humans. Students collected, measured,
sketched, tested and practiced identifying
organisms using science keys and guides. The
students had previously prepared for the trip
by gathering supplies and equipment,
including field guides, buckets, shovels,
measuring tools, petri dishes, waders, nets
and even a kayak.

WHS teachers Sam Washington and Tom
Tokarski have teamed up their two classes for
several years now, taking the opportunity to
make connections between the subjects and
the world around the students.

The AP Environmental and AP Biology classes

also visited a museum together in December.
During the first half of the school year, they
worked on setting up an on-campus field trip
and lab day to take advantage of cross-
cutting concepts in the curriculums, as well as
exploring the Warburg Campus.
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Accomplished WHS
Student Wins Cultural
Award, Scholarship
Congratulations to Woodlands High
School senior Mei Ling Gilbert, who
was recognized by the Organization
of Chinese Americans’ Westchester-
Hudson Valley chapter.

At its annual leadership awards gala and
dinner at Tarrytown’s DoubleTree Hotel this
past fall, Mei Ling received an award and
scholarship. She was honored alongside
nine other high-achieving Asian-American
students, who were all applauded by the

crowd of approximately 400 attendees.

Mei Ling is a member of the Woodlands
Academic Challenge Team, the math team

and the drama club. Following graduation in
June, she anticipates attending Lehman
College in the Bronx this fall.

Woodlands High
School senior
Mei Ling Gilbert
stands with
Principal Matt
Smith

Greenburgh Gets
“H-appy” with Apps
Hundreds of Greenburgh Central
students participated in the “Hour of
Code,” learning about computer
programming and testing several
different algorithms.

The event was part of an international
movement encouraging students to acquire

skills in computer literacy. Greenburgh was
one of many districts in over 180 countries that
participated in December. Nearly 200,000
similar events took place worldwide.

At Woodlands Middle School, over 200
students signed up for Educational Technology
classes. Students at R.J. Bailey and Highview
schools also learned coding techniques,
studying computer programming with online
tools. Some used drag-and-drop technology

while others used JavaScript to program
games, puzzles and mazes online.

Many Greenburgh Central teachers agreed
that coding and computer skills are necessary
for the current generation of students, noting
that the technological knowledge will serve
them well as they age and enter the
professional world. Integrating the skills at a
young age will benefit the children and help
them become fluent in coding.

Jackson Students Work
with Artist-in-Residence to
Write, Perform Play
Following 10 weeks of hard work
with writer and performer Frank
Ingrasciotta, 10 kindergarten and
first-grade students at Lee F. Jackson
School wrote and performed a play
about preserving the rainforest.

They based it on “The Great Kapok Tree: A
Tale of the Amazon Rain Forest” and played
the roles of animals, a native girl and boy,
a tree and a woodsman. “My nest is in the
tree. Without it I will die,” the toucan told
the tree-cutter. In the end, the man decided
not to chop it down.

Mr. Ingrasciotta, the school’s artist-in-
residence, filmed the play and added

pictures of other work he did with the
children, including an imagination-building
exercise where they pretended that a scarf
was a lasso, scooter and other objects. “This
is a great opportunity to show that we learn in
different ways,” Mr. Ingrasciotta said.

The children ate special snacks at the
celebration – animal crackers representing the

story’s tree trunk, pretzel sticks for
branches and green grapes for
leaves.

This is the second year of LFJ’s
Creative Kids after-school
program, which was sponsored
by ArtsWestchester. Jessy
Mendez of ArtsWestchester said
that the project demonstrates how

the arts help students in many ways, including
building their confidence.

Watfa Shama said that her son Noah, a
kindergartener, learned a lot from the
experience. “I think it’s great for them and it
exposes them to something they wouldn’t
normally be exposed to,” she said.

LFJ students pose with GCSD Arts
Director Miriam Bernabei and guest
Frank Ingrasciotta.



Spotlight Our Children... Our Focus, Our Future

8

Woodlands Students C
On Oct. 10, the bleachers were crowded with local fans, eager to watch the Woodlands
High School athletes play an enthusiastic and hard-fought game. Many attendees snapped
photos of the players while others hoisted home-made signs, encouraging them to fight as hard
as they could.

The football players were also treated to a visit by former Super Bowl champion Fred Baxter.
Mr. Baxter, a former New York Jets and New England Patriots team member, stood on the
sidelines and cheered for the Falcons. Since his retirement, he helped launch the NFL’s Play60
program, which encourages children to play sports and stay active.

On the day before Homecoming, Woodlands High School students celebrated Green and
White Day. Teenagers and faculty members arrived on campus decked out in their school
pride colors. The day’s highlight was the annual pep rally, which included class cheers, dance
routines, a tug-of-war competition, and music by the WHS band.

Homecoming was very successful in Greenburgh as the Falcons football team
defeated Rye Neck by the score of 44-18.
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Professional Learning Communities Share Ideas, Hone
Curriculum
In a workshop for the grades 6-12 math faculty last fall, a high school
geometry teacher seemed overwhelmed by the breadth of subject matter she
had to cover in a school year. A middle school instructor noted that some of the
material is introduced in eighth grade, meaning that students will already have
some knowledge of the subjects upon arrival.

This illustrates one of the
benefits of having the
district’s Professional
Learning Communities
collaborate on curriculum
mapping, said Marge
Clarkson, assistant
superintendent of
curriculum and instruction.

“The articulation that
takes place vertically
between the grade levels
was wonderful because
the geometry teacher saw
where she could save
time and teach everything
she needed to during the
school year,” she said.

On Nov. 10, approximately 30 PLC leaders,
International Baccalaureate coordinators and
administrators convened at the Mansion for work
on curriculum mapping. The purpose of the
training was to review the district’s curriculum
mapping process, in which educators align their
curriculum with state standards and compare
what they teach with others in the same subject
areas and grade levels. They also discussed
what they hoped to accomplish during the
2015-16 academic year.

Superintendent Tahira DuPree Chase
introduced professional learning communities
to the District about three years ago to
improve teaching and learning. The PLCs
determine what children need to know and
when, and what to do when they have and
have not learned the material.

“The research shows that the decisions about
what will be taught when and how should be
made predominantly by the people in the
rooms with the kids,” said Marie Alcock, an
educational consultant who led the training.

“You get better results that way.”

Kindergarten teacher Joe Wootten, who has
taught in Greenburgh for 18 years, said that
the PLCs have been very useful and have
benefited his work in the classroom.

“This is the best initiative that the district has
had since I’ve been here,” he said. “In the
past, we would talk to other teachers in the
hallways. It gives us control over the
curriculum and the power to talk to one
another as
professionals.”

Fifth-grade teacher
Jessica Mastrangelo said
that the groups provide
an opportunity for
educators to work with
teachers in other content
areas to create common
goals across the
curriculum.

“We all have different strengths,” she said,
“so we share ideas.”

Last year was the first full year of curriculum
mapping in the Greenburgh Central School
District. While it is labor-intensive for teachers,
they have a sense of ownership, Mrs.
Clarkson said.

“Before teachers were here to teach,” she
said. “Now they’re here to make decisions
about teaching and to contribute their
knowledge to the process of teaching. That is
incredible.”

The new state standards are more complex
than the ones they replaced, which relied
heavily on memorization and knowledge. The
current standards involve “high order thinking”
and require children to solve multi-step
problems and reason.

“It’s a long and arduous task to get this all
aligned and right,” Mrs. Clarkson said. “But
we’re way ahead of the game. Many schools
haven’t even started to redesign their
curriculum to include standards.”

Greenburgh Central began working with Dr.
Alcock last year on mapping the entire
curriculum districtwide to make sure that it is
aligned with the Common Core standards.
They are also working on “infusing the best
teaching practices that we know work with
our kids,” Mrs. Clarkson said.

Dr. Alcock, president of Learning Systems
Associates, will return in March and in May to
work with teachers.

“We have a lot of faculty with momentum –
would you agree?” she asked the group. “My
sense of your district is that you have
momentum and you’re moving forward.”

Staff members discuss curriculum.

Highview Principal Gary Mastrangelo leads discussions with his team.
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Teachers Dive into Technology on District’s
Day of Learning
While students had the day off on Nov. 3, the Greenburgh Central School
District’s staff gathered at Woodlands Middle/High School for a full day of
professional development focused on technology.

As technology is ubiquitous and constantly
changing in today’s society, the administration
wanted all employees to learn new skills and
techniques that they can bring into their
classrooms and share with students.

Throughout the day, staff members were
divided into a handful of groups for
technology workshops. They learned about
coding, Notebook 14, Google Apps for
Education, 3D Printing and Rubicon Atlas.

In one classroom, Jess Hachigian and Rob
Kissner of Digital Arts Experience in White
Plains taught a group of employees about 3D

printing. Several 3D-printed models were
scattered on the tables, and teachers were
wowed as they watched the printers in action.
Most did not know that Woodlands High
School owns a 3D printer, nor what it can do.
After hearing a history of the printers, staff
members watched eagerly as Mr. Hachigian
and Mr. Kissner fed plastic into the printers,
which began to create shapes.

Across the hall, two larger groups learned
about Google Apps for Education – one for
beginners and the other for intermediate to
advanced learners. In the beginners’ class,
Greenburgh Central’s Diego Rendon taught
the staff how a variety of programs, including
Blogger and YouTube, can benefit students.

In the advanced class, the teachers gathered
at tables and learned how to use Google
Apps for Education to turn in a homework
assignment. With the help of leader Michael
Nealon, the faculty members did an exercise
about geography and submitted their work
using Google Docs. In an actual class, the
program allows teachers to leave comments
and give students individualized attention.

In the coding class, staff members sat
individually at computers, learning how to
make animations using drag-and-drop
commands. Emily Angell of Digital Arts
Experience toured the room, answering any
questions and helping the adults create their
animations. Ms. Angell noted that coding has
become a needed skill, adding that children
as young as 6 are learning it. Because it
encourages problem solving, it is important for
teachers to have a foundational knowledge of
the subject so that they can help their students.

Rocco Varuolo, Greenburgh Central’s Director
of Digital Learning, Systems and
Accountability, said that he was pleased with
the professional development day’s execution.
He and his team want to help teachers learn
more about technology. They thoughtfully
selected the courses with purpose to provide
information on the most progressive and
important subjects.

Following the technology workshops, several
wellness workshops were held on campus in
the afternoon to encourage movement. The
teachers could choose to participate in
activities, including yoga, walking, Zumba,
basketball, CPR instruction and using the
fitness center.

Teachers worked on Google Apps for Education.

Greenburgh Central staff members engaged in small-group learning.

Teachers were excited to broaden their
technological knowledge.

Staff members tested out a 3D printer.



Spotlight COur Children... Our Focus, Our Future

12

Greenburgh Students Help Town Pay Tribute to 9/11
Fourteen years after the terrorist attacks on the Twin Towers in Lower Manhattan,
the Town of Greenburgh’s government, police department, three fire departments
and school district honored those who died on Sept. 11, 2001.

On the anniversary of the attacks, the town
enlisted the help of Greenburgh Central’s
Highview School and Woodlands Middle
School to participate in the ceremony. The
gathering took place in front of the Memorial
Wall at Webb Field, and it began at 9:45
a.m. to correspond with the timing of some
of the actual events.

The Highview second-grade and third-grade
students began the ceremony by leading the
crowd in the pledge of allegiance.
Following touching words by Gerry Byrne,
Greenburgh’s Commissioner of Parks and
Recreation, the middle school band
played several songs, led by music teacher
Doug Denniston.

“We are a stronger nation and we will
always remain strong,” said guest speaker
Colonel Glen Marchi of the New York Guard,
who presented the town with a 9/11
memorial flag.

In addition, students from Sacred Heart
School read the names of all police officers
and firefighters who died during the terrorist
attacks, along with the 11 Greenburgh
residents who also lost their lives.

It was the second year that the Town of
Greenburgh involved local students in the
ceremony. Hartsdale Fire Chief Ed Rush said
that involving the children helps them
understand what happened and provides

them with New York history.

“The main thing is that we want to keep the
memory alive and to remember how serious it
is,” he said. “Most of us do not have that
intense feeling about Pearl Harbor where
hundreds of Americans were killed – but this is
the equivalent for us. We want to keep the
memory alive and we want to keep the
children involved in what happened in 2001.”
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LFJ Students Learn Essential Knowledge about Fire Safety
As smoke began to fill the trailer, the first-grade students dropped low to the
ground and crawled toward the back window. They took turns climbing
onto the sill, turning around slowly, walking down the ladder and hopping
onto the asphalt.

The event was part of a fire and smoke
simulation at Lee F. Jackson School in honor of
Fire Prevention Month in October. During the
simulation, members of the Fairview Fire
Department helped the children go through
each step so that they learned what to do if
they are ever in a real fire.

“When there is an emergency, I hope they
know what to do and where to go,” said
Captain Dave Primerano. “I hope that they
become a little bit more knowledgeable than
before we came. This is key information that
they need to know.”

Before venturing into the fire trailer, Captain
Primerano, Deputy Chief John Malone, and
Firefighters James Malone Jr. and Neil Davino
discussed fire safety with the kindergarten and
first-grade students. While the captain spoke
to the children, the deputy chief and
firefighters put on a puppet show filled with
dancing animals, lively music and helpful tips
about fire safety.

The puppets discussed calling 911 in the
case of an emergency. If the students see a
fire, Captain Primerano said, they should call
the fire department to report it, detailing what

they see and where. However, the captain
stressed that calling 911 as a joke is wrong
and that people can get in trouble.

He also noted that fire is not always bad or
hurtful. While it can destroy buildings and
injure or kill animals and people, fire can be
used to cook a meal or provide warmth.

Nevertheless, he told students that playing
with matches or electrical sockets is
dangerous.

“Are you supposed to play with fire?” Captain
Primerano asked the children. They shouted
“No!” loudly. “Do we all understand that?” he
asked again. “Yes!” the students yelled back
in agreement.

During the presentation, the students also
learned that if they are ever in a fire, they
need to stay low to the ground and to crawl
out of the house. As smoke rises, it creates a
layer of good air right on the bottom of the
floor that eases breathing.

In addition, the students also learned the
concept of “stop, drop and roll.” If they or
someone they know are ever on fire, they
should not run around because it further
ignites the flames. However, the “stop, drop
and roll” method extinguishes the fire.

“That’s very important,” said Captain
Primerano. “We don’t like to think of our clothes
catching fire. But if they do, this is what we
need to do to stop it. If we don’t roll on the
ground, we’re not smothering the flames.”

The Fairview Fire Department will return to Lee
F. Jackson throughout the school year to
supervise fire drills. The school is required to
perform 12 each year, eight of which must be
supervised by a local fire department. The
students were also encouraged to perform fire
drills at home with their parents and
grandparents to ensure that the family knows
how to act in case of a fire.

A student exits the trailer with the help of
Firefighter Malone.
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On Dec. 4,
many
Greenburgh
Central
administrators
and
employees,
including the
superintendent
and board
members, visited the DoubleTree Hotel in
Tarrytown for the Westchester East Putnam
Region PTA’s annual fall luncheon.

Greenburgh Central Staff Members Win PTA Awards
Congratulations to Lee F. Jackson Principal Patricia Simone and Woodlands High School foreign language teacher
Maria Vanucci, who were both honored by the Westchester East Putnam Region PTA for their dedication to
Greenburgh students.

Ms. Simone and Ms. Vanucci received the
“Our Strength in Your Service” Award. They
were among the 10 recipients in the region.

They were recognized in front of an audience
of nearly 200 people, which included
Westchester County politicians Assemblyman
Tom Abinanti and Senators Andrea Stewart-
Cousins and Amy Paulin.

The 2015 fall luncheon was one of the most
well-attended in the past few years. It was
highlighted by keynote speaker Judith Johnson,
a member of the State Board of Regents. She
discussed several educational issues including
the Common Core Learning Standards and
state testing.

Greenburgh Central
Welcomes New Teachers
Several new teachers began their
careers in the Greenburgh Central
School District in the fall of 2015. They
have all since grown accustomed to
their schools and are enjoying
interacting with the students.

Bottom row (L-R): Danielle Gonzalez (R.J. Bailey),
Virely Woodward (Highview), Laura Martin
(Highview), Dena Caldararo (Woodlands
Middle School), Maria Petroni-Kowgios
(Lee F. Jackson), Kasie Peralta (Woodlands
Middle School)

Middle row (L-R): Veronica Henriquez (Woodlands
High School), Nela Ordonnez (Woodlands
Middle School)

Top row (L-R): Aiza Shikapwashya (Woodlands

High School),
Edward
Nedwick (Lee
F. Jackson), Teri
Kincade
(District Office,
Special
Education
Director),
Rebecca
Doerfer

(Woodlands Middle School), Steven Rounds
(Woodlands High School), Luke Driscoll
(Woodlands High School), Michael Nealon
(Woodlands High School), Oluwasegun Omoloju
(Woodlands High School)

Dr. Chase, a graduate of Norfolk State
University, was honored for her dedication to
making a difference in education and in
recognition of her mission to inspire young
people to achieve their dreams. She was one
of six people recognized at the luncheon.

“This is just the work that I was called to do,”
said Dr. Chase. “Being that the award was
bestowed upon me, I will continue to be an
inspiration to those under my care.”

Superintendent Chase Wins Inspiration Award
Congratulations to Greenburgh Central Superintendent Dr. Tahira DuPree Chase for receiving the Inspiration Award at the
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority’s Eta Omega Omega chapter’s Historically Black Colleges and Universities Awards Luncheon.

The luncheon was held in the
Bronx in the fall and was co-
sponsored by Wheeler,
Wilson & Johnson Community
Projects Inc. and Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority. The
event was highlighted by
keynote speaker the Rev. Dr.
Calvin O. Butts III of the
Abyssinian Baptist Church.
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Students Respond to Classical Music during
“Kids Love Opera” Performance
Soprano Marsha Thompson described the scene for the second- and third-grade
students at Highview School. She is the character Musetta from the opera “La
Boheme” and just had a disagreement with her boyfriend Marcello.

“Whenever I walk alone on the street the men
stop and stare. I’m so happy because you
know that you want to die because you miss
me so much,” she said in character before
launching into “Quando M’en Vo,” an aria
from Giacomo Puccini’s famous opera.

The children laughed uproariously when
baritone Jorell Williams – who plays Marcello
– plugged his ears as she sang. Some
children joined in and plugged their own ears
when she hit the high soprano notes.

Ms. Thompson worked her way around the
auditorium as she performed. Finishing the
song, she swung her hip to bump Mr.
Williams off his chair, leaving him sprawled
on his back lying on the floor. Peals of
laughter filled the auditorium again.

The performance was part of “Kids Love
Opera,” a program created by the Career
Bridges foundation in Bronxville. The singers
performed at Highview and Richard J. Bailey
School during the last week of October. “Kids
Love Opera” will return in February to teach a
master chorus class at Bailey and Woodlands
High School.

“We like to expose our kids to as much
culture and opportunities to nurture their

passions as we can,” said Miriam Bernabei,
the Greenburgh Central’s arts director.

Ms. Thompson, Mr. Williams and colleague
Blake Friedman sang songs from several
operas during the Highview assembly,
including Giuseppe Verdi’s “Rigoletto” and
Georges Bizet’s “Carmen.” They also sang
“The Impossible Dream” from “Man of La
Mancha,” a musical based on Miguel de
Cervantes’ book “Don Quixote.”

“I hope that you have in your hearts a dream
that you can someday reach,” said David S.
Bender, the artistic director for Career Bridges,
which was created to help young opera
singers launch their careers.

Mr. Bender led a group of children in the
chorus of “Toreador” – “bullfighter” in French –
from “Carmen.” The students learned the
music before the assembly. They practiced
singing it “piano” (softly), “mezzo forte”
(medium volume) and “forte” (loudly).

Students also had a chance to ask questions
after the artists finished performing. Their
curiosities included: “Does it hurt your throat
when you sing?” and “How do you sing so
good?” Ms. Thompson explained that she and
other opera singers practice for years to
develop their voices. They all have college
degrees in music and some have master’s
degrees in vocal performance.

“We learn how to sing high and low and
hopefully good so that you like opera
because we put in a lot of hours of practice
and lots of hours of study,” she said.

Third-grader Jalen Martindale asked if it is
hard to get the words right when they sing as
they are often speaking in a foreign
language. Christopher Cooley, music director
for “Kids Love Opera,” explained that opera
singers typically sing for one hour in a three-
hour performance. They have several months
to memorize the words beforehand.

“It is kind of like you guys memorizing your
spelling words or memorizing a book report
or anything you have to deliver,” said Mr.
Cooley, who accompanied the singers on the
piano. “It takes a lot of studying and
preparation.”

Opera singer Marsha Thompson performs for Highview School students.
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Harvest March Brings Smiles to Young Students
While the older Greenburgh Central students dressed up for Halloween, the
youngest children participated in their annual Harvest March, a celebration that
ties into the pre-kindergarten curriculum.

On Oct. 30, the children spent the day
learning about harvesting, nature and the
earth. They created hats that were
decorated with paper leaves and stickers.
Each class paraded through the Mansion.
They met many administrators and staff
members, who gave them healthy snacks like
granola bars, crackers and clementines.

Class by class, the students lined up and
walked west toward the Early Childhood
Program building. They sang songs and
chatted as they marched, looking at the
colorful trees and the bright sun. After arriving
at the carriage house, they walked through
the building, stopping to see Principal Dawn
Mair-Male and other teachers, who added
more nutritious treats to their bags.

“Our children always have a great time
during the Harvest March because they’re
always learning,” said Ms. Male. “The
concept of harvesting and new life is part of
our unit here. So they get to have some fun
while being exposed to issues they’ll come
across in the curriculum.”
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Spooky and Sweet Charm at Greenburgh’s
Halloween Celebrations
Superheroes, animals and downright scary ghosts walked the
hallways of Woodlands Middle/High School, R.J. Bailey School,
Highview School and Lee F. Jackson School in October.

On the Friday before Halloween, students donned their costumes and shared candy
with each other. Most of the schools held a parade where the students had the
opportunity to strut their stuff with pride. Here is a sampling of the students’ outfits!
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New Science Teachers Create A Stir
Aiza Shikapwashya
Teaches: Students in 9th grade Living
Environment Regents, 10th and 11th grade
Chemistry Regents and Marine Biology

Q: What is your background? Where did
you previously teach?

A: I have been teaching science for 16 years.
I taught in Catholic school, and
public school in Connecticut and
New York City.

Q: How did you become interested
in science and what appealed to
you most about it?

A: As a child, I loved to understand
how things worked, taking them
apart and trying to put them back
together. I rarely put things back in
working-order; however, this didn’t
stop me from doing it over and over
again. I would try to build things like
a motorized plastic boat, usually by
destroying an existing toy car to get
the motor, and then building a boat
out of plastics from containers.
When I went to college, my eyes
were wide open. After some science
courses where I had an opportunity
to engage in scientific thinking and
hands-on activities, I was sold on
science.

Q: Discuss what you do in your
classrooms with the students.

A: My classrooms are dynamic with lots of
moving parts. Though lessons have a core
structure, there is always an element of
surprise. We engage in minds-on discussions,
students explaining their learning, virtual labs,
or authentic experimentation. I design
worksheets with multiple learning styles in
mind, and give every student an entry point to
the topics we cover. Technology plays an
integral role for students to have fun with
science, and I use a mixture of videos,

interactive software and online programs.

Q: What are some larger issues that you
have worked on? Any memories that
stick out?

A: When I introduced the concept of kinetic
molecular theory in chemistry classes, I used a
balloon and chemicals. I had a student blow

up the balloon, then we discussed the
attributes of the air in the balloon, helping
students understand the postulates of kinetic
molecular theory about real gases versus ideal
gases. Students compared the air in the
balloon with air in a hot air balloon. In
essence, they uncovered the postulates of the
kinetic molecular theory without actually
hearing them word-for-word from me. But the
excitement did not end there. My students
were treated to a surprise as they watched
and heard the combustion of the hydrogen

Science teachers Aiza Shikapwashya and Olu Omoloju are new to Greenburgh Central but have already invigorated

gas we had captured in a different balloon. In
marine biology class, students studied water
environments up close. We went to the pond
by the Woodlands docks and, wearing
waders, students entered the pond and used
dipping nets to explore. They caught a
crayfish, snails and fish. Students in marine
biology are currently taking care of the fish

tanks in class. Their understanding of
how important of an impact they have
on marine environments has greatly
increased due to their experiences.

Q: Why is it important that students
learn science, and what do you
hope they learn in class?

A: Any student, regardless of skill or
ability, is provided with a modern
outlook on science. By providing
students with engaging problem-
solving activities, we can build a
foundation for them to acquire
understanding and unify science
principles. The activities of science
principles that they study and explore
in my classes are designed to help
them interact with the world around
them in a more informed and
educated manner.

Q: What new programs/topics have
you brought to your classes to help
students learn?

A: I identified and introduced a new
marine biology textbook that is more
engaging with multiple activities that bring
marine science to life. After identifying an
online K-12 science program called
“Stemscopes,” I worked with administrators to
bring the new program to the science
department. We are excited about integrating
“Stemscopes” activities to add depth and rigor
to our lessons.

Nominate Your Teacher!

Do you know a Greenburgh Central teacher who
should be profiled? Let us know!
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With Exciting, Progressive Lessons
Olu Omoloju
Teaches: Students in grades 9 through 12 –
Regents Physics, Marine Life/Biological
Science, Going Green Science, and Living
Environment Lab.

Q: What is your background? Where did
you previously teach?

A: After graduating from New York University
with a bachelor’s in chemistry, I
became a “Teach for America”
fellow and taught middle school
science for one year in the south
Bronx. Then, I taught physics at
Bronx High School of Science for six
years, and at Scarsdale High
School for five years, after which I
took a leave of absence when my
first son was born. Though I taught
in a military school in North
Carolina, I was mostly away from
teaching and pursuing other
passions for the next four/five years.
I have two master’s degrees – one
in science education and the other
in educational leadership.

Q: How did you become
interested in science and what
appealed to you most about it?

A: It began with an interest in the
organ systems of the human body. I
was fascinated by facts about the
heart, ears, eyes and skin, and the idea that
they could maintain their functions for so long
when properly maintained. In high school, I
realized that I was naturally gifted in learning
science; biology quickly became my favorite
subject. Moreover, I knew I would have a
career in science because my father was a
pharmacist.

Q: Discuss what you do in your classrooms
with the students.

A: I love engaging the students with many
hands-on activities via laboratory experiments.

Since Regents physics is a survey course,
students are exposed to a broad body of
knowledge. The great thing about physics is
that there are multiple day-to-day applications
that bring the subject to life for students. I make
it my own through stories and experiences with
stories for every topic I teach.

Q: What are some larger issues that you have
worked on? Any memories that stick out?

A: They include mechanics, optics,
magnetism, electricity, waves and nuclear
physics. Memories that stick out are when the
students’ preconceived notions are shattered
and corrected. For instance, I do
demonstrations like swinging a cup of water
in circles without spilling it, or pitching an egg
into a blanket without breaking the egg, or
pulling a tablecloth from underneath a
ceramic plate and cup without the place sets
moving. It’s like performing magic right before
their eyes and being able to explain these
phenomena through the topics being studied.

the curriculum at Woodlands High School. The following Q&As illustrate how they are making a difference.

Q: Why is it important that students learn
science, and what do you hope they learn in
class?

A: Science is life. It teaches us about our very
existence and drives technologies we depend
on. Students should learn science because of its
many applications and implications that affect
our daily lives. These include simple things like
my son brushing his teeth daily to more

complex issues like genetically
engineered foods, energy, global
climate, stem cells, etc. Students need
to understand the science behind these
controversial subjects to make proper
decisions as they become adults.
Without this, students may become
unconcerned, passive citizens who can
unnecessarily endanger human
civilization. From my classes, I expect
students to gain fundamental
knowledge about different universal
laws, and to have a respectful awe
about science and the fact that there is
much more to life that we do not know
or understand. I also expect them to
become critical thinkers who learn
systematic approaches to solving
problems and never stop asking the
questions that will propel our society
forward.

Q: What new programs/topics have
you brought to your classes to help

students learn?

A: With collaboration and help from colleagues,
I am incorporating many new tools into the
classroom. “Remind” helps to greatly improve my
communications with parents and students outside
the classroom. Students can ask me questions
while working on their homework and get prompt
responses and help. Another resource includes
“Stemscopes,” an online resource for teachers and
students to help students gain increased ownership
in their learning experience. I also use flash
animations for demonstrations that are impractical
to perform in class.
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Two Woodlands Students Commended
by Merit Competition
Seniors Jason Ha and Katie Sims were recognized by the National Merit
Scholarship Program this fall. They were two of 34,000 students nationwide
who received Letters of Commendation “in recognition of their outstanding
academic promise.”

While Jason and Katie did not make it to the
semifinal round, they were among 1.5 million
initial entrants; and two of 50,000 who were
deemed “high scorers” on the PSAT and
qualifying test.

Both Katie and Jason cited “freedom” as one
of Woodlands High School’s most positive
aspects. Jason noted that “nothing is handed
to us” and “we do it ourselves,” which helps
students make their own decisions.

“We have freedom here,” Katie said.
“Because of that, we became independent
and mature. If you rise to the occasion, you’ll
learn more.”

From her experiences, Katie learned time
management skills and realized that if she put
her mind to excelling, she could surpass her
expectations. “Getting a grade of 93 percent
isn’t good enough,” she explained. “If you

work harder, you can do even better. You
should never say, ‘I have an A so that’s good
enough.’”

For Jason, keeping an open mind worked in
his favor. “There’s a lot of diversity at
Woodlands – and diversity is key,” he said.
“Otherwise, we would be narrow-minded
people. That burns bridges.”

He also learned that prioritizing was a
successful tool. Throughout high school, he
managed his time wisely and made sure that
his homework was finished before he relaxed
or hung out with friends.

Having those skills helped Jason participate in
many extra-curricular activities. He is captain

of the math team, writes for the
school’s newspaper and tutors his
peers as part of the National
Honor Society. He also re-formed
the chess club this year and, as
an athlete, used to throw shot put
and discus.

Katie has also kept busy while at
Woodlands. She is the editor of
the newspaper and yearbook,
captain of the Academic
Challenge Team, and a player on

the varsity softball and tennis teams. Along
with being an avid photographer, she plays
the guitar, flute and piccolo in the school’s
band.

Next year, Jason hopes to study pre-med in
college while Katie will be studying
environmental science. Congratulations to
both students.

Fathers Invited to School on Special “Dads” Day
Greenburgh Central’s fathers were invited to participate in the county-wide
“Dads Take Your Child to School Day” event on Sept. 22.

Many fathers, grandfathers, uncles and
godfathers brought students to school in the
morning. The children smiled as they walked
into their classrooms holding their fathers’
hands. The day was part of a statewide
campaign to get fathers more involved in their

children’s education and to honor the special
bond between father and child.

Research shows that a father’s influence has a
strong effect on a child’s life. Studies
overwhelmingly find that positive paternal
involvement is associated with improvements
in academic performance, cognitive
development, behavior, confidence and
well-being.
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Highview Students Learn About Storytelling At Jacob Burns
Clutching pencils and thinking pensively, groups of Highview School students huddled together on the floor to create a
group poem. Each child contributed one word, and then the entire group read its poem aloud to the class.

“Awesome. Family. Precious. Cool. Nice.
Kind. Movies.”

“Awesome. Riding A Shark. Dangerous.
Check It Out. Haunted.”

They then went through a similar process to
create a group story. The students each
contributed a sentence while a teacher or
adult volunteer story-boarded their work. The
children worked diligently to offer their best
suggestion, and smiled as they shared with
one another.

The exercises took place in December at the
Jacob Burns Film Center’s Media Arts Lab as
part of Highview’s participation in “See Hear
Feel Film.” The event teaches students to think
and write like filmmakers by viewing short
films from around the world and engaging in
creative collaborative activities.

“I want them to begin to think like filmmakers
so that they can become better writers,” said
the Burns’ Linda Cimillo. “The stories remind
them to use lots of details and remember to
describe the setting and to have a beginning,
middle and an end.”

Earlier in the day, the
students sat in a darkened
theater to watch and
discuss a few short films.
During each of the films,
Ms. Cimillo asked the
students what they saw,
heard and felt while
watching. Many students
raised their hands, excited
to share their thoughts.

In the animated film
“Trompe D’Oeil,” the students paid attention to
sound, sight and zoom. They saw a worm
build a house and relax while enjoying the
view from his new window. However, toward
the film’s end, the camera zoomed out to
reveal that the worm built a house inside an
apple, which sat atop a pile waiting to be
chopped up for a pie. His window’s view
was actually a painting hanging on the
baker’s wall.

The Highview students will return to the Jacob
Burns Film Center’s Media Arts Lab in April to
continue the curriculum.

District Unveils New Mobile App to Boost
Communications Efforts
One year ago, Technology Director Rocco Varuolo challenged his team to improve
Greenburgh Central’s communications. As one of the district’s goals is to provide
information to the community, he tasked his staff with inventing an idea that
could benefit the district.

After discussing the challenge, researching
several options and examining how other school
districts operate, the technology team decided to
engage residents through an app.

“This app is a nice way to get news out to parents,
students and other local stakeholders,” said Mr.
Varuolo. “We wanted to improve communications,
and we believe that this is an effective and
convenient way to reach the community.”

In February, Greenburgh Central launched the

mobile app. It makes important district information
more accessible to families and offers a
comprehensible on-the-go method for keeping up-
to-date with district happenings. It is continuously
updated with news about student achievements,
event reminders, calendar items, photographs,
letters from the administration, building information,
and emergency alerts.

“This is one of the greatest inventions in
communication,” said Superintendent Tahira DuPree

Chase. “Our world is full of busy parents and
students. This gives our residents real-time
information in an easy-to-navigate program. It
offers everything in all in one place.”

Specifically made for Greenburgh Central, the
app was designed by alum and education
technology staff member Laser Alert. The district
thanks Mr. Alert and appreciates his hard work
in creating the program under Mr. Varuolo’s
guidance.

“This app was designed for us and made by
us,” Dr. Chase said. “It speaks volumes about
the talent in our district. It’s my favorite tool – it’s
so informative."

To download the app, visit iTunes or the Google
Play Store and search “Greenburgh Central
School District.”
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Diana Sainvil
Class of 2010

Tell us about your life after
graduating from Greenburgh
Central.

After I graduated from Woodlands High
School, I attended Georgetown University in
Washington, D.C. I received my bachelor of
arts in English and sociology in May 2014.
During my time at Georgetown University, I
was a Division I Track & Field student-athlete. I
also served as two-term president of the
Georgetown University of Color Organization,
which supports and encourages the leadership
of women of color at Georgetown. I became
a mentor and tutor for students at Thurgood
Marshall Academy in Anacostia, D.C. I
volunteered as a teacher’s assistant for the
third-grade at the Center City Public Charter
Academy in Shaw, D.C. I was the coach for
the Grassroot Project and helped teach 20 at-
risk children about HIV/AIDS and prevention
through games and sports activities. I was
Georgetown’s Lena Landegger Community
Service Award recipient. Off campus, I was
crowned Miss Black New York USA 2014 for
the Miss Black USA Pageant.

What do you currently do?

I am a ninth-grade special education teacher
at Mastery Charter Thomas High School in

Alumni
South Philadelphia, a graduate student at the
University of Pennsylvania Graduate School
of Education, and co-chair of the New York
Young and Powerful Group Pipeline
Mentoring Project.

How did Greenburgh Central
prepare you for adulthood?

I had a lot of amazing teachers and coaches
who saw my potential and pushed me to
achieve my goals. They taught me more than
their perspective contents – they taught me the
social and life skills I needed to help prepare
me for the future.

What did you learn at Greenburgh
Central that has proven helpful in
your career?

I learned the importance of building strong
relationships. During my time at Greenburgh
Central, I had strong and close relationships
with the majority of my teachers. All of my
teachers influenced me to become the woman
I am today. Building relationships with my
teachers helped me learn how to build strong
relationships with my students.

What makes Greenburgh Central
special?

What makes Greenburgh Central special are
the teachers because they never give up on
their students. They go above and beyond
their jobs to ensure that each student receives
an excellent education.

What did you enjoy most about
your time in the District?

Being a part of the track and field team and
setting school records. As a student-athlete, I
was able to receive a full athletic scholarship

to run at Georgetown
University.

What advice can you
share with current
students to prepare
them for their future?

Life is full of surprises and there
is no guarantee that
opportunities will be knocking
on your door. Set your goals
high even though sometimes
you may fail. Learn from your
failures to help you become
stronger than ever before.

At Woodlands in 2010, Diana
signs her Letter of Intent to Georgetown
University.

Know A
Successful Alum?

Let us know and they might be
featured in an upcoming

Greenburgh Spotlight newsletter.
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• John Jacobs, co-author of “Life is Good: The
Book” visited R.J. Bailey to discuss living
optimistically and positively. Mr. Jacobs told
students to live their lives as happily as
possible. He asked them to abide by the “Life
is Good Superpowers”: fun, humor,
compassion, courage, gratitude, authenticity,
love, simplicity and openness.

• Highview School held its first Buddy Bunch
session in January. The school’s Special
Education Professional Learning Community
piloted an after-school program for special
education and general education students
who would not normally have the opportunity
to play together. Together, they conquered an
obstacle course and played soccer.

• Two Woodlands High School students
were recognized for outstanding achievements
in foreign languages. In October, Sienna
Stockton was honored by County Executive
Rob Astorino and Chanya Holness was
honored by the County Board of Legislators
for outstanding achievements in the Italian
language. Both students were accompanied
by their teacher Maria Vanucci, who has
taught Italian at Woodlands for approximately
30 years.

• Students in the Early Childhood Program
spent time learning about careers and giving
back to the community. In January, they were
asked “What ‘Community Helper’ do you want
to be when you grow up?” The children drew
pictures of veterinarians, business professionals,
firefighters, athletes and construction workers.

• Highview School held its Winter Solstice
assembly in December, featuring several
dance performances. Highlights included the
“Mummer’s Play,” “North Skelton Sword
Dance,” a solo Indian dance and a folk
dance called “Kings and Queens.”

• R.J. Bailey School’s Kaseme Leckie met
internationally acclaimed violinist Itzhak Perlman
following the 70-year-old’s performance at the
Westchester County Center in January.
Kaseme was part of a group from the Music
Conservatory of Westchester that had the
opportunity to meet him.

• The new Woodlands Middle School
knitting club visited the Edna L. Roker Senior
Citizen Daycare Center in January. Students
taught the seniors how to knit scarves. Two of
the participating eighth-graders joined the club
for their International Baccalaureate
Community Project.

Catching Up with Greenburgh Central
Our School District is a place of non-stop learning and achievements. Along with a slew of accomplishments
throughout the year, here are a few more highlights.

• Students in Woodlands High School’s AP
Earth Science program, along with teacher
Tom Tokarski, visited the Indian Point Energy
Center in Buchanan to learn about
Westchester County’s energy source in
January.

• The Woodlands High School EMS club
visited the Spring Hill Community Ambulance
Corps in December to complete the practical
lab part of the American Heart Association’s
certification in CPR. Students received hands-
on training with real equipment and discussed
emergency protocols. Students spoke with
emergency medical technicians and asked
questions about emergency medicine
career paths.

• Congratulations to Greenburgh Central’s
team of staff members who participated in the
Making Strides for Breast Cancer Walk at
Manhattanville College in October. With the
money raised, the GCSD organizers
presented an oversized donation check of
$2,836.21 to the American Cancer Society.
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secondary experiences. We will continue
to cultivate a strong global awareness with
a keen sensitivity to the various social and
emotional needs of our students. Our
personalized approach to learning will
ensure that individual student aspirations
are nurtured and supported so that they
may stand confidently and proudly
as they grow.
In order to achieve World Class status
while supporting all students in their
academic and social experiences, it is
imperative that we consistently monitor the
implementation and outcomes of our
instructional and non-
instructional programs
and delivery systems.
While we have many
ambitious laser-
focused initiatives, I
am confident in our
collective abilities to
execute research-
based strategies to
move our district
forward. We can
do it, and we can
do it well.
I anticipate fostering
trusting relationships
as we continue
building a culture of
caring, collaborative
and effective
communication. Let’s
use our collective
compassion for
educating our children
to make this school
district World Class!
Respectfully yours,
Dr. Tahira A.
DuPree Chase
Superintendent of
Schools
Our Children.
Our Focus. Our Future.

Continued from page 1

Dear Parents and Community Members:

Ilyasah Shabazz Offers Perspective to WHS Students
Woodlands High School students were treated to a visit by Ilyasah Shabazz, one of Malcolm X’s
daughters, on Feb. 12.

As students gathered in the Little Theater, Ms. Shabazz discussed her new young adult book, “X: A Novel.” It is a
semi-autobiographical text that relays the genesis of Malcolm X’s political awakening. It was nominated for the
2015 National Book Award for Young People’s Fiction.

Although Ms. Shabazz was only 2 when her father was assassinated, she is tied closely to his legacy.
At Woodlands, she spoke with the English students about her writings and answered questions from the audience.
The students asked her what it was like growing up as the daughter of two iconic figures, how she feels about the
commercialization of Malcolm X images on clothing, her opinion on current hip-hop artists and her thoughts on the
Black Lives Matter movement.

Regarding Black Lives Matter, she said, “You want strong, empowered and educated young people, not lazy and
shiftless ones only focused on entertainment.” She added that the recent shootings and the high population of
imprisoned African-American men shows that black lives do not matter.

Regarding Beyonce’s half-time show at the Super Bowl, in which the singer and her dancers made an X formation on
the field, Ms. Shabazz said that she liked the performance, especially as it included African-American women with
natural hair. Ms. Shabazz added that Beyonce uses her platform as an entertainer well and understands her role as
an African American and a mother.

Ms. Shabazz told the Woodlands students that they
should come up with five problems, along with
solutions to solve them. This will help the students
create their own legacy. “Each one of us has a
legacy,” she said. “What will you do to find it?”

Following her presentation and a Q&A session, Ms.
Shabazz gave away two copies of her new book,
signed autographs and posed for photographs with
the students. She even retweeted Greenburgh
Central’s photos from the event. In addition, she sat
with senior Sahiyya Harrison to answer a few
questions for Woodlands’ video “The Last Bell.”

Guest speaker Ilyasah Shabazz
(second from left) visited with
Woodlands students.


