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March 27, 2020 

  
Dear Greenburgh Central School District Families,  
  
Per the Governor of New York, all public schools will remain closed until April 15.  The opening of 
schools will be re-assessed at a later time and more information is forthcoming.   In the interim, the 
Greenburgh Central School District will honor its scheduled Spring Break from April 6-10.  Therefore, 
there will be no Grab-and-Go Meal Distribution nor continuity of learning from April 6-10.  We will do 
our very best to identify organizations who will distribute food during the scheduled Spring Break.  
Childcare for first responders families at the YMCA will continue during the Spring Break.  Please 
continue to exercise flexibility with the opening of school.  As soon I have confirmed information of an 
opening date, I will inform the school community. 
 
We have been sharing a great deal of information about our continuity of learning, Grab-and-Go Meal 
Program, availability of childcare for our first responders families, standardized testing and overall district 
functions.  I am very proud of the work that our team has been doing to meet the needs of our students 
and the district itself.  I especially thank our own essential personnel who are maintaining our buildings, 
delivering meals to our students and managing the business function of our district.  I also appreciate the 
feedback and interaction from so many of you, our partners.  I cannot begin to tell you how much the 
community support and well-wishes mean to the staff, faculty, administrators and board of education as 
we tackle these unprecedented challenges together.  
 
Besides informing you about the most recent updates on school closure, I want to also focus on two 
major topics that remain on my mind—social and emotional support and staying connected as a school 
community. 
 

Social and Emotional Support 
The social and emotional aspect of this health pandemic is a major concern of the Greenburgh Central 
School District.  Making the transition from our beloved classrooms and offices to our homes was not an 
easy task for some.  The Greenburgh Central School District made a commitment to focus on the social 
and emotional health of its school community at the beginning of the 2019-20 school year.  We believe in 
not just talking the talk but walking the walk as well.  On Wednesday of this week, our own Woodlands 
Middle High School Teacher Dr. Charles Fritz led the staff, faculty, administrators and board members 
into a lunchtime meditation session, virtually.  This allowed over 70 participants from our school district 
to come together as a team and practice essential techniques to stay calm and focused.  Dr. Fritz will lead 
our students into such techniques and in the coming days, we would like to include you—our partners in a 
community-wide meditation session. 
 
We encourage you to take advantage of opportunities to engage in focused breathing activities at home to 
help decrease the stress associated with the critical issues happening in our world.   Please look for an 
upcoming invitation to join the community-wide meditation session. 
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We also recognize that students and families may need other forms of social and emotional support 
during this very difficult time. If you and/or a member of your family experiences anxiety or stress and 
requires support, please call the Department of Community Mental Health Coronavirus Helpline at (914) 
995-1900. In addition, the District’s mental health professionals will be available to support you and your 
child(ren) during school closure. You should contact your child’s school counselor, social worker or 
psychologist for additional support. 
 
 

Staying Connected As A School Community 
As a mom and educator, I continue to be in awe at how prevalent social media platforms have become in 
our lives.  However, in these times of physical distancing, I believe we can use social media to our benefit 
by staying socially connected and fostering a sense of community.  Many of our educators have already 
reached out to you via email, social media, Remind Me or Google.  You may have seen our video on how 
some of our Woodlands Middle High School athletes are staying in shape.  We will be doing more 
“socially connected” activities in the coming days.  Starting Monday, March 30 we invite you and your 
family to participate in our Virtual Spirit Week.  Please click this link to view the activities from March 30 
– April 3 
https://www.greenburghcsd.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=321&Vie
wID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=11011&PageID=1 
We hope you all will participate and join the fun! 
 
In closing, I want to share a quote from former President John F. Kennedy that I think is incredibly fitting 
as it is powerful.  He said, “when written in Chinese, the word crisis consists of two characters.  One 
represents danger and the other represents opportunity.”  Let’s take this time to heed the warnings of 
our state and local officials to do all we can to stop the spread of this terrible virus.  It is our moral 
obligation to fight this and to protect yourself and others.  I know first-hand the harrowing feeling of 
losing loved ones to this vicious virus as I lost my uncle, a neighbor and childhood friend to coronavirus 
this week. For full transparency, I was not exposed to coronavirus as I was not allowed near neither one 
to offer a proper goodbye. 
 
Let’s try to look ahead and recognize that out of crisis—and, it will end—will come learning, perspective 
and yes, opportunity.  I hope one of those opportunities is for us to grow even closer as a community and 
to support one another as we continue to demonstrate what it takes to be a World Class School District.  
Let’s stay in touch and let’s stay vigilant together.  Thank you, and please enjoy your loved ones this 
weekend. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Tahira A. DuPree Chase 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


