
zz 

  
Administration Building | 475 West Hartsdale Avenue, Hartsdale, NY 10530 | www.greenburghcsd.org 

 

Dr. Tahira A. DuPree Chase 
Superintendent of Schools 

T: 914.761.6000 ext. 3103 
F: 914.761.6075 

E: tchase@greenburghcsd.org 
 

March 10, 2020 

 

Dear Greenburgh Central School District Families, 
 

This serves as an update to my letter dated Sunday, March 8.  Yesterday, our District Physician,  
Dr. Eric Small, issued advisement against large gatherings and non-essential meetings—involving 10 or 
more parties—at the Greenburgh Central School District through the end of March 2020.  
Based on our physician’s advisement and New York State Governor Cuomo’s recommendation on 
social distancing, I have made the following decisions: 

• The Greenburgh Central School District will postpone the Science Extravaganza to a later 
date in the Spring of 2020.  Science Projects will be judged during the school day next week 
and displayed during the Science Extravaganza in the Spring of 2020. 

• The Greenburgh Central School District will postpone upcoming musicals (High School Musical 
2, Jr. and Newsies) to a later date in the Spring of 2020.  Music Theatre International is working 
closely with our district to secure rights and permission to perform the musicals at a later 
date.  

• Our Districtwide Spelling Bee will now take place during the instructional day on Friday, 
March 20.  You will receive specific information from Ms. Catherine Addor, Director of 
Advanced Learning and the Arts, about the plans for the Spelling Bee.  We will attempt 
audience participation through live streaming. 

The Greenburgh Central School District will follow the most recent Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) travel recommendation for schools and universities. Our excursion to Iceland is postponed to 
the Fall of 2020. Dr. Charles Fritz, Teacher at Woodlands Middle High School, will be in touch with 
the families impacted by this decision.   

I cannot express enough the importance of the health and safety of our students, staff and faculty.  
We believe our decisions are in the best interest of our school community and neighbors.  We 
continue to sanitize our instructional spaces and offices daily.  Our school buses are sanitized twice 
per day.  As promised, we delivered hand sanitizer (with an active ingredient of 70% alcohol) and 
surface wipes to all classrooms.  

We continue to encourage your child to exercise sensible hygiene practices such as hand washing 
with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, avoid face touching, avoid unnecessary touching of 
others and cough and/or sneeze in tissue or sleeve.  As advised by our district physician, practicing 
healthy habits can help reduce the spread of coronavirus, also known as COVID-19. 
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As of typing this letter, the Greenburgh Central School District has no known cases of coronavirus in 
its school community. As previously stated, the impact of coronavirus is fluid so I encourage you to 
continue to check for communication from me throughout this flu season.  It is also suggested that 
you begin to think about long-term and short-term childcare in the event I am directed to close 
school.  In the interim, you should know that our school district has prepared assignments and 
coursework for students if school should close.  We provided a “refresher training” for some staff 
who may have needed additional guidance in navigating our online instructional platforms.  The early 
elementary grades have developed packets for students and they are ready for distribution should the 
need occur. 

We recognize the closing of schools could present a hardship for families throughout the county.  
We contacted the American Red Cross and Feeding Westchester to provide a list of feeding centers 
so that children may enjoy a nutritious lunch if we should close school.  Such a list will be available if I 
am directed to close school. 

In closing, I want to take this opportunity to thank our staff, faculty and administrators who have 
worked diligently to devise a plan that meets the needs of all during this time of uncertainty. 
Additionally, I thank you—our partners—for your candor, transparency and continued support.  
During the past few days, I had the pleasure to speak with many parents and community members, 
and your support is undoubtedly appreciated.  Let’s continue to work together and let’s stay in 
touch!   

Sincerely, 
Dr. Tahira A. DuPree Chase 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 

 


