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March 5, 2020 

Dear Greenburgh Central School District Families, 

 

By now, you have learned that several neighboring schools have closed to conduct thorough cleaning. 
At this moment, Westchester County has the most known cases of Coronavirus (COVID-19) in the 

state of New York—and, I know anxieties are increasing. As of typing this letter, the Greenburgh 

Central School District has no reason to close its schools. 
 

As I shared in my previous letter dated, February 28, we have been proactively sanitizing our 

instructional spaces and school buses on a daily basis for the past several weeks. We will continue 
this routine for the duration of the flu season. Moreover, we will distribute sanitizing wipes and 

disinfectant materials to our classrooms as an additional precaution. Our Facilities Director, Mr. 

Michael Falcone, has been working diligently with our custodial team to ensure soap is filled in 
dispensers where hand washing takes place. We also regularly check hand sanitizer dispensers and 

ensure they are appropriately filled in each classroom. We take matters relating to the evolving 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) very serious. 
 

As our partners, there are ways in which you can help us to prevent the spread or exposure to the 

Coronavirus in our schools. First, please encourage your child to wash his or her hands with soap 
and water frequently for at least 20 seconds. Next, please teach your child to cough or sneeze inside 

of his or her sleeve. Avoid face touching as much as possible. If your child is sick, you are encouraged 

to keep him or her home from school. While these recommendations are not exhaustive, exercising 
sensible hygiene will help to reduce the spread of the virus. If you suspect your child may have been 

exposed to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) or have symptoms that may mimic the flu, please visit a 

doctor immediately and contact your child’s school administrator. The Greenburgh Central School 
District administrators are poised to provide information about next steps in the self-quarantine 

process, if your child has been exposed to the virus. For your information, self-quarantine is 

recommended for 14 days. Should your child be quarantined, he or she will receive the appropriate 

schoolwork for the duration of the absence.  

We believe knowledge about the virus is key to allaying concerns and decreasing anxieties. You are 

encouraged to educate your child about the Coronavirus. I have attached a link to a New York Times 
article that I found helpful as I talked to my own children about the novel virus. Perhaps it will serve 

useful to you.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/02/well/family/coronavirus-teenagers-anxiety.html?0p19G=7900 
Additionally, I have attached a link to a poster that might be helpful for our younger children to 

understand this new virus https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-

germs.pdf.  Both can also be found on our website and social media platforms. 
 

Many parents have inquired about the District’s preparedness to provide instruction in the event of a 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/02/well/family/coronavirus-teenagers-anxiety.html?0p19G=7900
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs.pdf
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long-term school closure. While we hope for the best, we are also realistic about the evolving virus 
in Westchester County. Our technology team, under the leadership of Mr. Carlos Ramirez, has been 

preparing our digital platforms’ readiness for such an event. We are confident that our Google 

Classroom and virtual classroom options will be most appropriate to provide distance learning for 
most students. Our chrome book distribution will prove useful should we need to employ a virtual 

instructional model. Our Chief Academic Officer, Dr. Ronald Valenti, is finalizing instructional options 

for our youngest learners. Our Pupil Personnel Director, Ms. Jill Post, is also finalizing instructional 
options for our unique learners with an Individualized Educational Plan (IEP). Our building 

administrators will lead refresher training with staff to prepare for online instruction options.  We 

will continue to work with New York State Education Department to review our instructional plans 
and seek their approval. 

 

In closing, I want to reassure you once again that we are actively monitoring the evolving Coronavirus 
and its impact on school communities, especially those in surrounding areas. We are committed to 

following specific protocols issued by Center for Disease Control (CDC), New York State 

Educational Department, Westchester Department of Health and other health professionals, 
including our own in-house medical team—under the direction of Dr. Eric Small and Registered 

Nurse Shelly Yapchanyk.  Should we learn of any concerns relating to our school community, I will 

notify you immediately. Should you have questions or require support, we will do our very best to 
provide the support and guidance you seek. Simply call your child’s school nurse or email me directly. 

We are most appreciative of your support and understanding as we are learning about the evolving 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) together. Let’s stay in touch and let’s stay vigilant together. 
 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Tahira A. DuPree Chase 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

 


