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DEAR PARENTS  
& COMMUNITY MEMBERS,
We have kicked 
off the 2016-17 
school year with 
a great start, and 
I have immensely 
enjoyed watching 
our students, par-
ents and teachers 
celebrate learning 
once again. 

As you will see in this newsletter, it has been 
a positive and joyous year so far. We have 
been privileged to watch our students excel. 
Among other accomplishments, our Wood-
lands High School football Falcons made it 
to the Section 1 Class C finals, only to be de-
feated by Dobbs Ferry. But the football team 
will always be champions in our hearts, and 
many of our Falcons were chosen to play 
on the All-League and All-Conference teams. 
In addition, our own quarterback Amari 
Bilal was named Class C’s Most Valuable 
Defensive Player and chosen to play on the 
All-Section team.

Our students, as always, have also given 
back this year. We had a contingent of ded-
icated students walk in the Making Strides 
for Breast Cancer Walk, and most of our stu-
dents and staff wore pink to school to signify 
their support and to raise money for breast 
cancer awareness. The Woodlands Key 
Club held its annual Blood Drive, and our 
elementary schools have already kicked off 
assemblies and events around “caring and 
sharing” – one of the tenets of the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate program.

I am so proud of our students who joined 
forces with the Westchester County Chapter 
of the Links, Inc. to participate in the United 
Nations Day Celebration, where they dis-
cussed the Syrian refugee crisis with other 
students from throughout the region, and 
those who recently took third place in the 
African American Men of Westchester’s Busi-
ness Skills Competition at Morgan Stanley. 

We also appointed a new STEAM Direc-
tor, Todd Mensch, who has already begun  
exciting initiatives to help bring our students 
into the 21st century through engaging class 
work in Science, Technology, Engineering, 
the Arts and Mathematics. He has devel-
oped a student-designed logo for the STEAM 
program and already held a Candy Corn 
Challenge and a STEAM Career Day at  
RJ Bailey so students could learn about ca-
reers in science, mathematics, engineering 
and technology. 

(continued on page 8)

Dear Neighbors,
We hope this New Year 
finds you and your family 
happy and healthy. We’re 
sure you’ve been busy 
this season, and we at the 
Board of Education have 
been busy too.
So far this year we have 
developed new vision, 

mission, and goal statements, evaluated our-
selves and the superintendent, established 
board and district committees, reviewed 
financial audits, reviewed test results, com-
pleted several monthly reviews of financial 
reports, personnel actions, contracts and 
special education placements, updated our 
policy manual, reviewed parts of the Town 
of Greenburgh Comprehensive Plan, contin-
ued our efforts to lobby for state aid, and 
reviewed educational programs and technol-
ogy initiatives for our students.
How does this flurry of activity help our stu-
dents? While some actions are mostly quality 
control, maintaining our students’ existing 
positive learning environment moves us for-
ward.  Per our vision and mission statements, 
we are working together to create a world-
class school district, helping our students be-
come lifelong learners who will successfully 
engage in a rapidly changing, interconnect-
ed global community. We continue to sup-
port the International Baccalaureate (IB) pro-
gram in our schools. In addition, here are a 
few newer district initiatives that support our 
mission and vision.
Universal Design for Learning (UDL): The 
days when you learned in elementary 
school, high school and college, and then 
spent decades applying what you learned 
to a single career, are fading into the past. 
Our students may change careers as often 
as every five-to-seven years throughout their 
working lives. To keep up, they must be 
lifelong learners: experts at learning, who  

are motivated, knowledgeable, skillful, and 
self-aware. UDL is a framework for teaching 
and learning designed to help our students 
grow into expert learners. Our teachers are 
learning to integrate this framework into 
their lessons and passing on the concepts to  
our students.

Technology Initiatives, the Hour of Code and 
Beyond: In addition to putting Chromebooks 
in the hands of elementary students from 
grades 3-8 and increasingly integrating dig-
ital learning into our regular instruction, we 
offer communication-based initiatives, such 
as the Greenburgh mobile app, our web and 
social media presence, and horizon-expand-
ing exercises like “Mystery Skyping” with 
other classes in the US. Our robotics, cod-
ing, and makerspace initiatives continue. The 
Hour of Code program continues. Students 
are writing instructions for Dot and Dash ro-
bots, and Cubetto is coming to our younger 
students. The Digital Arts Express bus visited 
Highview, Bailey, and Woodlands recently, 
allowing students to test their coding skills 
using Scratch and Python. We are training 
our teachers to program the NAO “talking” 
robots, so that they can train our secondary 
students. The robotics club is active. We are 
updating our digital citizenship education so 
that our students will be safe and responsible 
digital natives.
Increased Instructional Time: Average in-
structional time for kindergarten through 12th 

grade students has increased by approxi-
mately half an hour compared to last year. At 
elementary levels, this should allow increases 
to the literacy and math blocks and consis-
tent implementation of the i-Ready program. 
At secondary levels, each class period in-
creases slightly, allowing one more concept 
to be introduced or better reinforced in every 
class every day. 

(continued on page 8)
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STEAM, STEAM EVERYWHERE!
Greenburgh students are enjoying the bene-
fits of a STEAM curriculum, thanks to some 
of the initiatives introduced by new STEAM 
Director Todd Mensch. STEAM, an acronym 
for Science, Technology, Engineering, the 
Arts, and Mathematics, encourages students 
to work collaboratively in primarily hands-on 
activities that combine the curriculum areas.

In late October, the STEAM program came to 
RJ Bailey, where fourth-through-sixth graders 
attended a STEAM Career Fair, giving them 
a chance to meet professionals working in 
science, technology, engineering and math-
ematics jobs. A retired pharmacist, an IBM 
project manager, White Plains Hospital’s 
robotics surgery department, PepsiCo chem-
ists and forensics investigators, the New NY 
Bridge educational outreach program, and 
Curious-on-Hudson all sent representatives to 
the Career Fair.

Students were asked to attend the Career 
Fair, said Mr. Mensch, with one task: To ask 
questions about how STEAM skills are used 
in many different professions.

Mr. Mensch also held a STEAM logo contest, 
encouraging students to submit artwork for 
a logo. Sophia Zamudio, a sixth-grader at 
RJ Bailey School, won the logo contest from 
among 150 entries that were submitted. 

Banners have already been made with 
Sophia's design. Sophia, 11, said she got 
the idea for a STEAM train depicted in the 
logo because her grandfather loves trains. 

"I think that STEAM subjects inspire peo-
ple and I wanted the train to look like it  
was encircling the world," she said. Each  
car in the train represents the subjects of  
STEAM: Science, Technology, Engineering,  
Art and Mathematics. 

WAPPINGERS EDUCATOR NAMED DIRECTOR OF STEAM EDUCATION IN GREENBURGH

Todd Mensch, a 22-year educator from 
Beacon, NY, has been named Director 
of STEAM Education for the Greenburgh 
Central Schools. 

STEAM -- an acronym for Science, 
Technology, Engineering, the Arts and 
Mathematics – is a curriculum focused on 
science and technology and interpreted 
through engineering and the arts, including 
language arts, social studies, physical 
arts, fine arts and music. Students learn 
contextually and subjects overlap, with a 
focus on exploratory learning.

Mr. Mensch joins Greenburgh after spending 
the past eight years at the 12,000-student 
Wappingers Central School District as the 

District’s Coordinator for Mathematics, 
Science, Technology and Business. While 
there, he was responsible for teacher 
evaluations and appraisals, initiated changes 
in the District’s curriculum, ran professional 
development for administrators and teachers, 
and oversaw those four departments. 

Before joining Wappingers, Mr. Mensch 
spent 13 years with the Haldane Central 
School District in Cold Spring, including 
years as a math teacher, dean of students, 
and math department chair.

Mr. Mensch said that the STEAM position 
attracted him because of his interest in 
“connecting areas of study.”

“Education has become very singular in 
the way learning is set up,” he said, “and 
a STEAM education helps students to think 
about how all the subjects they study interact 
with one another.”

Bringing the arts into a STEM curriculum 
encourages students to solve real-world 
problems and to consider the design process. 
“Every single bridge in the world would look 
the same if we didn’t have a design process 
and the arts,” he said.

The new administrator hopes to hold some 
District-wide and regional STEAM events, 
including weekend academies for students. 
He also intends to create a STEAM Team 
in the District with teachers interested and 

trained in the curriculum. He will also seek 
out partnerships with some of the region’s 
businesses and non-profits.

Mr. Mensch and his wife Rebecca, an attorney 
and college professor, live in Beacon. They 
have three sons – high school students Noah 
and Ethan, and sixth-grader Jonah. 

Mr. Mensch earned a bachelor’s degree in 
mathematics from Mount Saint Mary College, 
a master of science degree in secondary 
education from Western Connecticut State 
University, and a professional diploma in 
educational administration from Columbia 
University Teachers College.
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GREENBURGH GETS THEIR PARENTS INVOLVED
Parental and community involvement in 
Greenburgh’s schools is a cornerstone of 
the District’s priorities, and this year the Dis-
trict has adopted a number of initiatives to 
encourage parents to become and remain 
involved in their children’s education. Efforts 
have included a number of public events 
sponsored by the District’s PTAs and the Fal-
cons Nest Booster Club, along with District 
sponsored events.

Those events included Dads Take Your Child 
to School Day on Sept. 20, a heavily attend-
ed welcome from the school district specif-
ically for fathers, grandfathers and other 
male role models; and Parent Involvement 
Day on Nov. 17, in which parents were invit-
ed to spend "A Day in the Life" of their own 
children, attending classes, learning in sub-
ject area workshops, attending principals’ 
coffees, and even meditating.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tahira A. 
DuPree Chase also held a Superintendent’s 
Dessert event on Nov. 16, where District ad-
ministrators, community members and par-
ents discussed topics of interest and heard 
updates from the entire administrative team 
about how Greenburgh’s schools are doing.

STUDENT ART GALLERY OPENS AT MANSION
The art of Greenburgh’s students was cel-
ebrated in late September at the Warburg 
Mansion, where the artwork of students from 
all schools was displayed in an Art Gallery 
Gala Opening attended by parents, stu-
dents, and school officials. 

Woodlands High School musicians per-
formed and visitors admired artwork dis-
played on all three floors of the Mansion. 

The gallery will remain up at the Mansion 
through the spring.

Miriam Bernabei, Director of Arts, Mu-
sic and Special Programs, was on hand, 
along with Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Tahira A. Dupree Chase, and art teachers 
Dawn Weiss, Claire Cronin, Dr. Constantine  
Andreodis, and Mary Frances Perkins.



Our Children. Our Focus. Our Future.

4

GRADUATION & MOVING-UP CEREMONIES CHANGING THIS SCHOOL YEAR
The Greenburgh School District has made 
some important changes to the schedule 
of “moving-up” ceremonies throughout the 
District this spring, and will move the Wood-
lands High School Commencement ceremo-
nies to the Warburg Campus.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tahira A. 
DuPree Chase outlined the plans at the Board 
of Education’s October meeting, noting that 
in the past, the District’s six schools have pre-
viously held separate moving-up ceremonies 
– sometimes for multiple grades -- that have 
clogged parents’ schedules in the past. Some 
of the ceremonies will still be held, but oth-
ers will be combined and some will be trans-
formed into classroom celebrations. Here is a 
look at the dates and the new plans:

Early Childhood Program: Instead of 
holding separate moving-up ceremonies for 
pre-kindergarten students, ECP will hold one 
combined carnival for all students.

Lee F. Jackson: On Wednesday, June 
21, at 9:30 am, students will hold individ-
ual classroom celebrations and parents will 
be invited. 

RJ Bailey School: On Wednesday, 
June 21, at 11:30 am, RJ Bailey gradu-
ating sixth-graders will hold their moving-up 
ceremonies under a tent that will be set up at 
Woodlands High School. 

Highview School: On Thursday, 
June 22, at 9:30 am, recognition cele-
brations will be held in each third-grade 
classroom, with student and staff presen-
tations about what the students learned 
while at Highview. Third-grade students 
will also be celebrated one last time by 
the staff as they board buses at the school. 

Woodlands Middle School: Instead of 
holding a moving-up ceremony, WMS stu-
dents will be acknowledged in a variety of 
ways. On May 31, they will participate in 
a combined National Honor Society and 
National Junior Honor Society celebration 
with high school students. National Junior 
Honor Society members will be inducted 
by the high school students, and the middle 
school students will watch the high school 
students receive their Honor Society pins.

In addition, Woodlands Middle School 
students will take their annual chaperoned 
three-day trip June 6-9, attend an end-of-year 
Middle School Dance on June 16 either at 
a remote location or in the school cafete-
ria, and attend a recognition breakfast on 
June 22. The recognition breakfast will be 
followed by a BBQ Field Day for both high 
school and middle school students and staff. 
On June 23, eighth-grade students will 
present their IB projects to seventh graders, 
and on June 27, seventh-grade students 
will be treated to “Pay It Forward,” a film 
about IB character traits. 

Woodlands High School: The High 
School Commencement will move this year 
from the Westchester County Center in White 
Plains, which was underutilized and expen-
sive, to the Warburg Campus soccer field. 
The Commencement will be held on Friday, 
June 23, at 5 pm under a tent equipped 
with side flaps to use in the event of inclem-
ent weather. The earlier graduation time will 
allow parents to celebrate with their gradu-
ates after the Commencement. The tent can 
accommodate the high school’s approxi-
mately 120 students along with 10 guests per 
student, and it is estimated that changing the 
graduation location is likely to save the Dis-
trict $10,000.

Accommodations will be made for senior 
citizens, with handicapped-accessible and 
wheelchair seating. The Commencement ex-
ercises will also be live streamed from the 
gymnasium for those who prefer to sit in-
doors. Indoor restrooms and portable toilets 
will be available. 

Current plans call for Greenburgh police 
and school monitors to provide traffic assis-
tance on the campus, where attendees will 
be permitted to park at the gym, the front 
of the high school, the Warburg Mansion, 
and the Early Childhood Program lot. The 
campus will be shut down to unrelated traffic 
beginning at 3 pm. Designated parking will 
be made available to the handicapped and 
to teaching staff. In addition, shuttle buses 
will be available to transport some attend-
ees from farther ends of the campus to the  
Commencement location.

A stage/dais will be set up inside the tent, 
along with space for the Woodlands High 
School Band. The tent will be decorated with 
a green carpet, banners, and balloons.

GREENBURGH RAISES FUNDS & WALKS FOR BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
A contingent of Greenburgh students and 
staff members took part Oct. 16 in the Mak-
ing Strides for Breast Cancer Walk at Man-
hattanville College in Purchase, wearing 
pink and raising money for a good cause.  
In addition, teachers and students in all of 
Greenburgh’s schools observed breast can-
cer awareness by wearing pink throughout 
the week and the High School and Middle 
School celebrated Think Pink Day, raising 
additional funds by selling pink carnations 
and pink T-shirts. In the walk alone, students 
and staff raised $1,900 for the American 
Cancer Society. 
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INKY JOHNSON ADDRESSES STUDENTS AT WOODLANDS HIGH SCHOOL

Delivering an emotional and direct speech, 
inspirational speaker Inky Johnson appeared 
at Woodlands High School in the fall to ex-
hort students to rise above any difficulties 
they might have to become successes in life.

Johnson, who was critically injured in 2006 
as a University of Tennessee football player 
and lost the use of one arm, spoke at a day-
time all-school assembly and then spoke to 
parents in the evening. 

Raised in the poor Atlanta neighborhood of 
Kirkwood after being born to a 16-year-old 
mother, Johnson noted that the first time he 
slept in a real bed was when he stayed in a 
hotel while visiting the University of Tennes-
see as a college football prospect.

He and his friends and siblings played foot-
ball in the streets, suffering from scrapes 
and bruises, until they were invited to join a 

youth football league by a man who spotted 
them. They joined without having to pay for 
the league, said Johnson, and that decision 
“changed the trajectory of my life.”

Johnson, the author of his autobiography, 
“Inky Johnson: An Amazing Story of Faith 
and Perseverance,” encouraged Woodlands 
students to dream big.

“Who in here wants to become someone?” 
he asked the students. “Everybody has a 
dream. Everybody wants to add value to 
the world. But life makes people forget what 
they wanted. You can do anything, and noth-
ing is impossible.”

When Johnson once told a security guard at 
his high school that he planned to someday 
play football for D-1 (Division 1), the guard 
laughed him off and predicted that he would 
end up in “cellblock D-1 in jail.” So when 

Johnson was accepted to Tennessee, a Di-
vision 1 college, on a full scholarship, he 
brought the letter of acceptance to the secu-
rity guard first.

“Never let someone’s opinion of you become 
a reality, if that opinion is negative,” said 
Johnson. “Don’t rent their level of hope. Pur-
chase your own level of belief in yourself.”

Johnson, who was on track to graduate from 
Tennessee in three years and was projected 
to be a first-round NFL draft pick, was never 
able to play football again after being tack-
led in a Tennessee vs. Air Force game that 
left him critically injured with a torn subclavi-
an artery in his chest and nerve damage that 
would leave his right arm useless.

“You’re going to get tested in life,” said John-
son, who went on to graduate and earn a 
master’s degree in psychology. “My life is 
my responsibility and I’m going to take ex-
treme ownership of it.”

“Life will give you plenty of opportunities to 
quit,” he said. “Just be stronger.”

GREENBURGH PTA COUNCIL HOLDS FIRST RESOURCE FAIR FOR PARENTS & CAREGIVERS
The Greenburgh Central School District PTA 
Council held its 1st Annual Greenburgh Cen-
tral School District PTA Council Resource Fair 
on Oct. 29 at Woodlands High School. The 
family-friendly event provided families with 
resources about education, health & well-
ness, special needs and other issues.

More than 50 vendors were on hand with 
information about tutoring services, science, 
technology, engineering, the arts, math-
ematics, sports, health and beauty, nutri-
tion, fitness, yoga, health care, therapists,  
advocates, social groups, transition services, 
and more. 

Families and youngsters were also able to 
have fun with freaky face painting, “Zombie 
Zumba,” monster music, yoga, story time 

provided by the Greenburgh Public Library, 
a visit from Bradley the Therapy Dog, and 
other activities. 

All proceeds from the event support PTA 
Council Committee events. 
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FORMER POUGHKEEPSIE EDUCATOR, LONGTIME COACH, 
NAMED GREENBURGH ATHLETICS DIRECTOR/DEAN

A school official with more than 18 years of 
experience as a coach, school administrator, 
teacher and director of school safety has 
been named Greenburgh Central School 
District’s new Director of Athletics/Dean.

Edgar Glascott joined the school district this 
year after spending two years at Southern 
Westchester BOCES, where he served as 
that organization’s Supervisor for School 
Safety and Facilities. In that position, he 
worked on school district safety plans, 
trained school personnel in safety, and 
developed an expertise in crisis response, 
threat assessment, and school safety plans.

Mr. Glascott said that in Greenburgh 
Central, he wants to “create an atmosphere 
where our students take pride in the athletics 
program and in our high school.” He also 
hopes to galvanize the district’s efforts in 
assisting young athletes as they pursue 
plans for college and educate Greenburgh 
parents about the college recruitment and 
application process.

“The mindset here is ‘student-athlete’,” he 
said, noting that Woodlands High School 
has a 93 percent graduation rate. “We 
need to continue working on making the 
connection between students as scholars 
and as athletes. And I’d like to continue 
changing the perceptions that exist out 
there about Woodlands.”

Greenburgh Central supports about 75 
coaches a year, including 23 fall coaches, 
and a program that encompasses modified, 
junior varsity and varsity sports. Mr. 
Glascott said he’s excited about the District’s 
ability to compete this year, especially for 
the football program, which is run by the 
legendary coach Mike Meade. More than 
75 percent of Woodlands High School 
students play at least one sport during the 
school year.

Before joining BOCES, Mr. Glascott 
worked for 16 years in the Poughkeepsie 
City School District, where he served for 
four years as principal at Poughkeepsie 
High School and three years as principal of 
Pouhgkeepsie Middle School. He began his 
educational career as a special education 
teacher in Poughkeepsie.

Mr. Glascott also arrives in Greenburgh 
with a lengthy side career as a coach 
at the college, high school and middle 
school levels. Since 2005, he has served 
as director and founder of Hudson Valley 
Express Lacrosse and has served as head 
boys’ lacrosse coach at Harrison High 
School and as men’s head lacrosse coach 
at Marist College, among other positions. 

Mr. Glascott holds a master’s degree in 
special education from Long Island University 
and a master’s in school administration 
from the Massachusetts College of Liberal 
Arts. He earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Marist College. 

A resident of Poughkeepsie, Mr. Glascott is 
married to Danielle, a former teacher, and 
they have four children – three boys and 
one girl, including two-year-old twins. 

WOODLANDS HIGH SCHOOL/MIDDLE SCHOOL NAMES ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Ashley Jackson, formerly dean and assis-
tant principal at Woodlands High School, 
has joined Woodlands Middle School as 
assistant principal.

Ms. Jackson, of Fishkill, NY, served as assistant 
principal at Beacon (NY) High School before 
joining the Greenburgh Schools in May as a 
dean/assistant principal at the high school. 
In her reassignment to head up the middle 
school, she replaces Robin Schamberg, who 
served last year as interim principal. 

Before joining Greenburgh, Ms. Jackson 
served for almost two years as assistant 
principal at Beacon, where she was re-
sponsible for counseling and supporting 
students, conducting formal teacher obser-
vations, collaborating with Marist College 
on a teacher pipeline and scholarship pro-
gram, and helping to guide building disci-
plinary codes and policies. 

Ms. Jackson also worked as a math teacher 
at Hawthorne Cedar Knolls, a Special Act 
school district in Hawthorne, and worked 
with Riker’s Island students while at the 
Phoenix Academy in Shrub Oak.

Already, said Ms. Jackson, she’s noticed 
that Woodlands Middle School has “strong 
team spirit and great kids.” She also 
praised the middle school teaching team 
for bringing students together and fostering 
a sense of community in the building. In the 
coming year, she said, she hopes to assist 
the school in strengthening student perfor-
mance on standardized tests in reading 
and math. The school is using i-Ready, a 
diagnostic tool that helps teachers pinpoint 
student progress and sets end-of-year per-
formance targets; i-Ready is also tied to the 
Common Core standards.

“I look at myself as a link in the chain of 
great things to come here at Woodlands,” 
she said.

In her spare time, Ms. Jackson is an avid 
volleyball player and competes in two dif-
ferent leagues. She also enjoys running, 
basketball and recently took up kickboxing 
classes. She is passionate about traveling, 
and has set her sights on eventually seeing 
places like Africa, Greece, Australia and 
Fiji, to name a few. 

She earned an associate’s degree in ap-
plied science from Dutchess Community 
College, a bachelor of science degree in 
individualized studies from SUNY Buffalo, 
a master of science degree in middle/ado-
lescent education from Mercy College, and 
an advance certificate in administration 
from Hunter College. 
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HOMECOMING CELEBRATED BY WOODLANDS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS & STAFF
Woodlands High School students celebrated 
Homecoming Weekend in early October, 
holding Spirit Week activities that culmi-
nated in the school’s annual Pep Rally and 
the Falcons Homecoming game against  
Haldane High School on Oct. 8.

The joyous, and loud, Pep Rally featured 
class themes, performances from the band 
and the cheerleaders, the annual tug-of-war, 
and the entrance of the senior class, accom-
panied by lots of confetti and Silly String. 
At the Homecoming football game, seniors 
were recognized and the Homecoming 
Court was honored.

The weekend culminated in the Woodlands 
High School Homecoming Dance. 

WOODLANDS FOOTBALL FALCONS NAMED TO ALL-LEAGUE AND ALL-CONFERENCE TEAMS
Congratulations to the Woodlands Varsity 
Football Team and Coach Mike Meade! 
Eight of our Falcons have been selected 
to the All-League team: Amari Bilal, 
Omar DeBerry, Aaron Robertson, Mbaba 
Sow, Kamron Larrow, Jahair McIver, 
Chris Holmes and Sadique Stewart. 
In addition, Omar DeBerry has been 
selected to the All-Conference team. And 
special congratulations go out to Amari 
Bilal for being selected to the All-Section 
team and being voted the Most Valuable 
Defensive Player in Class C.

The Woodlands team made it to the Class 
C championship finals against Dobbs Ferry 
High School in early November, but then 
lost in a hard-fought game. In a show of 
support for the Falcons, the entire team 
was treated to pizza with Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Tahira A. DuPree Chase before 
the finals.

Congratulations to the entire Woodlands 
Varsity Football Team for a tremendous season!  
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I am also excited to watch our teachers build 
their own professional capacity in profession-
al development sessions we have already 
held this year around the Universal Design 
for Learning (UDL) program, an educational 
framework based on the learning sciences, 
including cognitive neuroscience, and guides 
the development of flexible learning envi-
ronments that can accommodate individual 
learning differences. UDL will help our teach-
ers meet the needs of all our students, no mat-
ter their learning variabilities.

In an effort to provide a clear direction for 
our school district, the Board of Education 
this year adopted a Vision, Mission and 
Core Beliefs. These statements provide us 
with a framework and will guide our work 
through 2021 accordingly. We will focus on 
becoming a world-class school district that 
embraces the global community.

Our Vision:

By 2021, we will be a world-class school 
district that enables all students to intellec-
tually, socially and emotionally interact as 
productive citizens.

Our Mission:

We are committed to educating our students 
in an environment in which they will develop 
a life-long love of learning and successfully 
engage in a rapidly changing, inter-connect-
ed global community.

Our Core Beliefs:

• We believe we are advocates for academ-
ic excellence for all students.

• We believe in nurturing students’ intel-
lectual, emotional, creative, social and  
physical development.

• We believe students will achieve their full 
potential through collective efforts of parents, 
educators, staff and community stakeholders.

• We believe in sustaining an environment 
that fosters open communication, honesty 
and respect for the individual.

This is an exciting time in Greenburgh, where 
we have experienced enrollment growth 
and promise in recent years. In 2016, our 
graduating class was accepted to colleges 
and universities including the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School, Columbia 
University, Carnegie Mellon University, Itha-
ca College, George Washington University, 

Cornell University, Johns Hopkins University, 
and Purdue University. What’s more, our 
graduating seniors were offered more than 
$5 million in scholarships and grants.

We have developed corporate and col-
lege partnerships to provide real-world and 
global experiences for Greenburgh Central 
School District students through music, trav-
el and the arts. Through programs like the 
Superintendent’s Tea, the Community En-
gagement Committee and other methods, 
Greenburgh has reached out and received 
community support, ideas and collabora-
tion. And it has been a healthy and reward-
ing collaboration.

Let’s continue to move our District forward. 

I eagerly anticipate our continued work to-
gether this year, as we experience growth, 
build trusting relationships and a culture of 
caring, and have lots of fun along the way.

Respectfully yours, 

Dr. Tahira A. DuPree Chase  
Superintendent of Schools 

Our Children. Our Focus. Our Future.

GREENBURGH SCHOOLS CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN  
WITH COSTUMES & PARADES
Greenburgh’s elementary schools went all 
out on Halloween, with superheroes, Dis-
ney princesses, skeletons, witches, and 
even a butterfly strutting their stuff during the 
schools’ Halloween parades. It was a fun 
day and a chance for everyone to celebrate 
and get into the Halloween spirit. All of our 
young students enjoyed music provided by 
the Woodlands High School Band. Among 
the costumed participants were Lee F. Jack-

son Principal Patricia Simone, dressed as a 
butterfly, RJ Bailey Principal Kiana Washing-
ton, dressed as a Dallas Cowboys football 
player, and we’re pretty certain that High-
view Principal Gary Mastrangelo was hid-
den underneath that Mr. Potato Head cos-
tume! Even Bradley the Therapy Dog got into 
the action, serving as grand marshal of the 
Highview parade.  

(continued from page 1)

Additional SAT preparation for WHS  
Seniors: This fall we provided slots for 
up to 60 Woodlands Seniors to receive 
preparation for the SAT, in addition to 
programs we already offer later in the 
year to cover both the SAT and ACT 
college entrance exam preparation.

Thanks to all the students, teachers, 
staff, and administrators for all your 
hard work. Happy New Year.

Sincerely,

David Warner
President 
Greenburgh Board of Education
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